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4. Immigration 
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Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham-' ' 
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NasktT, Halm Hern (’hundra. 1 24-PargaiiuM Rurjil (•entral (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul .fubbar. [ MymetiHingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Pal, llai Bahadur Hadhn Chanui. [(’alcutta Fiust (Non-Muham- 
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Wonlaworth. Mr. W. O. (Nominated Official.) 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report.) 

VOLUME Vli— NO. 2. 

, * 

ProoMdings of tho Bofigal Logislotivo Oonnoil inombtod utidor tin 
proYltioiis of tho Covonmiofit of Indio Aot 

The Council n.sHernbletl at 3 r.ii. on Monday, the 2(Hh February, 
1922, in the Council Chanil>er in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Proionis 

. The Deputy-PreHident in Chair, the Hoii'ble the four Meraliem of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three MfointerH, and 89 noinjnated 
and elected memberg. 


Booth of Surgoon-Conorol W. H. B. BobiiioofU 

Tho DIPUTY-PRESIDINT (Bobu turofidro Hoth Roy): We hare 

all heard, with great sorrow, of the death of Sufgeon-Ueneral William 
Henry Hanner Robinson, wliich melancholy event took place in the 
evening of the 7th instant, at the comparatively early age of 58. It waa 
only on the morning of the 4th, that we heard for the first time from His 
Excellency Ixird Ronaldshay, wjien 0 |)ening the Ht^hool of Tropical Medi- 
cine, that Major General Robinson was ill. Of all the noble sons who 
have come out from Ireland to serve in this caiuntty, the name of Rurge<m- 
General Robinson will remain one of the^fateflloet. .-He came out to this 
country in the Indian Medii’al Service in 188(5, and had seen service and 
active service in Rurnia, the Chin Hills, Chitral and "Wasiristan and, 
last not least, in Egypt, where he held the important post of Deputy^ 
Director of the Indian Medical Hervice in charge of the Indian Expe<lt- 
t ionary Force from 1914 to 1917. Before being appointed toaBengal, he 
was Residency Surgeon at Alwar, Dikanir, Jaipur^ Marwar and Mount 
Ahu ai^ Chief Medical Officer at Rajputana and Inspector-General^of * 
Civil Hospitals in the Central Provinces. In Bengal, he came to ierve 
In the highest medical appointment of the Province, that al Surgeon- 
General, in the year 1918, and from that time he was associated with ua 
in the Bengal Legislative Council, except for a period of about six 
months in 1921, when he wns appointelfgii acting Dtreetor-Oeneral of 
the Indian Medical Service during the absence of Geaenl Edwards. 
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He had the rare diaiinetfon o| being Honorary Surgeon to Hia Majeety 
the King-Emperor. He took mn active part in bringing ike School of 
Tropical Medicine into being. Such ie the brilliant career of the man 
w hoHc death we are now mourning. Myself and a f«w of ua of the old 
(’ouncil were aaaociated with him in the old and tbb new Councils for 
nearly three yeara and we are all proud of |jie fact that Ve were hia 
colleaguea. Hia tall, graceful figure, hia clear eyes and hia intellectual 
forehead revealed a noble disposition and a refined understanding. '^He 
ataridM almost unique for his qualities of head ai^ jli^rt. He was one 
wlio had no enemy. An able adminiHtraior, with great powers of organi- 
sation, he waa loved alike by bis colleagues and by those yfho had the 
good fortune of serving under him. He was essentially a man of work, 
always inspired by high and honourable motives, with a supreme sense 
of duty and with unfailing kindness. After thirty-six years of honour- 
able service, spent mostly in this country, he was looking foiward to a 
well-earned rest with his family when the hand of death' suddenly 
snatched him away, far from those who are dearest to him, and leaving 
us, his friends, also to mourn his loss. 

1 ask tha members of this Council to signify, by rising in their places, 
their approval to a message of the deep sympathy of this House being 
cimveycd to the family of the deceased. 

The Council (hen signified tbeir respec t for the memory of the late 
Surgeon-General William Henry Itanner Kobinson, all standing. 


Starrtd Quaitions 

(to whioli orti atiiwtrt woro given). 

IneroaM in roourring axponditure. 

*XVI. iif. TARIT BHU8AN ROY • Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of (he Department of Finance he pleased to state the total amouht 
of recurring expenditure which has been caused by reason of the increaae 
in monthly salaries and allowances after the Reform scheme, in the 
following services : — 

(i) Judicial, 

(it) Executive, 

(ttt) Poliee, and 

(iv) Mfnisiettal officers P 

^IMBiR in jrtMirgt of OtPARTIIiNT of FINANOB (tiio Hoii*Mo 
Mr. d. N« Korr>s The approximate figures are — 

I. — Judicial — Hn, 

(i) Oversea poy to members of the Indian Civil Sorvieo 
sanctioned in Government of India. Homo 
Department resolution No. 286, dated the 13th 
February, 1920 


4,450 



QUEsncnp. 


1. — B«. 

(u) Exchange compensation alioartfiice to memben of 
the Indian Cietl Service sanctioned in Govern- 
ment India, Finance Department reeolnlion 
No. dH<#»d the 16th Angust, J921 40,00(» 

(tit) l&creaae of pi^ of hpldem of listed apj^intineuts 
sanctioned in Government of India, Home 
Departmeitt resolution No. 1663, dated the 6th 

•• 

Total Judicial ... 1,29,450 


II. — Executive — 


(t) Revision of pay of Sub-Deputy Collectors sanctioned 
in this Government resolution No. 6328 A., 

• dated the I2th July, 1921 ... 4,00,00(1 

(it) Oversea pay to members of the Indian Civil Service 
sanctioned in Government of India, Home 
Department resolution No. 28(>,*dated the 13tJi 
. February, 1920 ... 8,690 

(iti) Exeban^ compensation allowance to members of 
the Indian Civil Service sanctioned in Govern- 
ment of India, Finance Department resolution 
No. 1569E.A., dated the 16th August, 1921 ... 90,0(16 

(iv) Increase of pay of holders of listed appointments . ’ 

sanctioned in Government of India, -TIome 
De|>artment resolution No. 1053, dated the 5th 
May. 1921 ... g5.00(< 


Total Executive Officers ... 5,83,690 


III, — Police — 

(i) Revision of the pay of the higher subordinate 
executive staff, Calcutta Police, sanctioned in 
Government order «^o. 1082P1., dated the 10th 
June, 1921 ... 1.11,000 

(ti) Revision of pay of Deputy Superiniendenta of 
Police sanctioned in Government of India, Horifc 
Department letter No. 196, date^ the 31«t ^ , 

January, 1920 • ... 70,000 

(ti*) Revision of pay of Inspectors of the Bengal Police 
sanctioned in Government order No. 1508P1.*. 
dated the 26th May, 1921 ... 2,82,708 

(tv) Reviston of pay of the police eetablishmeni in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts sanctioned in Govam- 
ment order No. 24dT.— E., dated the I7ih 
OcteMv, 1921 


68»O0O 
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Ill . — roUoe-'-~conclltded, Bs. 

(v) Further revision ol pay of Imperial Police ofiiceni 

^yctioned in Government of India, Home t 

^il^rtment resolution Ho. D449, dated/ the 26th 

July, 1921 ^ 24,000 

(vi) Ov^niea pay^io lio^rial Poliq^, adiliiaeil9» 

in "'terms of Government If^J^diai* Some 
Department resolution No. 296, dated the lOtbi 
February, 1920, and Governm^n^ ^ India, 

Fiitahce Department resolution No. I559E.ji.^ 
dated the I6th Auirust, 1921 - 3f,000 

(vti) Exchungip cumperisation alloira|it!e tn members of 
the Imperial Police iiervke sanctioned in Govern- 
ment of India, Fininoe Beparfnieitt. la^lution ^ 

No. 15r)9E.A., dated the IGth Au|fli^,4P21 1(),(KHI 


Total Police 


5,a3,788 


The hH-al Governmetit^H proposals rcg-ardinf? the majority of minis- 
terial officers are now under the coiisicleration of the Governnwnt of 
India. These proimsals involve an estimated increase in recurring 
expenditure of almut Rs. «31 lakhs. 

Except in the case of the ministerial officers, the increases are due to 
schemes of reorganisation sanctioned or submitted liefore the introduction 
of the reloriifed'constitution. 

Non-«»-opafition and oivit diaobedienoa. 

«XVII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon'ble the Memlier in charge of the Piditical Department lx* pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the areas and the names of districts which have lieen seriously 

affe<de<l by the preaching of norwo-o|H‘rat ion ; 

(ii) the areas and the names of the districts where people have 

either refused to pay the clfmkidan tt»x or union rates or 
have been preparing themselves for civil disobediencar 

MBMBBJI Ni aharga af ROLITIGAL DEPARTMENT (tha Han’bla 
*Blr Hanry Whaalar): (i) The preaching of non-co-operation has had 
iHitNiderable effect throughout the province, the districts most seriously 
affected ao far being Rangpur, Chitiagoiig. Noakhali, Dac^ca, Fandpur, 
Bakarganj, ^owrah, Pabna and Birbhum. 

(ii) Di6icuUy has been experienced in realising union raiee in Midna- 
pore, Hooghly and Birbhum, and in realising chaukidpri tax in parts of 
Rangpur, Bajshahi, Noakhali, Tippera, Mymensingh. Midnapore and 
Birldium. This must be attributed veiy largely to ^e constant preach- 
ing oi non-co-operation and to preparation lor cm! 4iMbedienoe. 
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In dMiing witli prMMti miilimii 


S% 


*XVIII. Itai RADHA OHARAIi ML Raiiadiirt (a) Will Ui« 
Hon’Ue tlie Member in cbar^ of the Political DepartgQie«|||be pleased to 
state whether specie iMtructions as to how to deal with meettngM held 
in defianc||^ff il^ recent jQoveniment notifications, have been issued 
under the authwt^ of QtAjinbient to the police in Calcutta and else- 
where f 

(b) will the Hon'ble the Meml>er be pleasinl to lay on 

the table a of th^ of such instructions or orders f 

(«) Is thwHon’ble the Member aware of the fact that a regular state 
of panic hasten created a large section of the Indian community 

in (Calcutta by the emplijj|piltt. of Eurojiean ixdico tiergeaiits in dispers- 
ing public meetings in jda4)^ res(»rt in ('alcutta and the 

rpp<»rted person alfeuil^se nee of'" eye-w' it nesses and others alleging 
tlie <H>miii^ion of tnmentse hy the |K»liee, particularly by the European 
S 4 M‘tion thereof, not only cm jkthoiis utteuduig those meetings hut 
alsti on ifijuofHmt on-hH>kers ami |Missers-liy ? 

• (fl) If so, what stefis. if any. are the fbmTnment con Umi plating 
taking to put an end to this state of things? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble the Mernlier lie ideastd to state whether the 
ilirections of the (Iwvernment. if any have Wn iasutd to the poli<H» 
at all, are to disperse prohibited public ineeiings hy force or to arrest all 
p(»rsons who refuse^ to retire irres|H'rtive of the loinilier? 

The Hon'Me Sir HiNRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) No s|>eciflo 
instruc tions have la^en issued hy (lovernment, sim’e the jsiwers of the 
police art sufficiently provided for by law. 

(c) There have been many allegations, chiefl> in the extremist press, 
pn the linens of this question, hut (lovernment have no reason to believe 
that the law-abiding section oi the jieople have f»een thrown into a panic 
by* the exercise of these powers by the poliee in dispersing unlawful 
euwemblies. 

(d) The question does not arise. v 

(e) The police have definite powers under ibc law to deal with unlaw- 
ful assemblies, and the discretwm in using these must lest with the 

charge. 


UiitUrrttf QuiftiMii 

(aniMrt to wiiloli wirt laM m tht Ubto). 


m Mailtoi AZAHARUOOIN AHMEDi (a) Will the Hon'hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (I^and Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a sUtement showing— 

(t) the total area of tea-gardens held un^ leaee from the Gkweni- 
ment witoin the Freeidency of Bengal; 
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(it) the ercM held respecthrely under pemmnent MtUmnent and 

temporary settlement; 

(Hi) the rates of rent and other incidence in respect of each of the 
tw# classes of the lease ; p 

(iv) the average net product of tea per acre he.d under lease from 
Government ; 

(tj) the highest rate of rent payable by the agriculturist in respect 
of paddy lands in khat mahal areas; and 
(vi) the net yearly outturn of such paddy ^ land as mentioned 
above f 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the total area 
of land under the Forest Department in the district of Khulna, and the 
onnual income thereof? 

MEMBER in ditrge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE |LANO 
REVENUE ] (tho Hon’blo tho Maharajadhiraji Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) (I) to (W) A staieinent is laid on the table. 

(/>) One thousand seven hundred and three square miles, the income 
f»»r the last full year being Its. (1,60,372. 


Statnnent rrftirrfd to tn thf ti> unstirred qtuittion No, /, showing 

area, ftverngs ifietd nrre, ftr., uf Intuis h^td undrr Imss from 
(iovornmrnt for tm rultivntion in the J^rrsidennj of Hengal, 


in) U) 
ii>) 


itli) 






ChatapKtK. 


1 4i, I !i'I m'i «•>». *26 1 0 »croi. *25,690 sctot. 


71.67*2 «<wi son Area ihkIw peralatxsit 

Kttttits rnaler 

and 67.*2BU «<Tn* An* under tkiBporary 

arc uu'}t>r tninporsry Hft- wfltloinont i» 261,935 

llnnent. aert'a. 


No revi-niie la paid for t)ie 
area of land held as free- 
huM grant, hui tlie ratoa 
of rent ftir ar«aa under 
tainiHtrary wsiiement 
.vary from annaa 6 to 
Ro, 1-4 per aero per 
annum. 


l^aml*. under t^a are a^a- 
caeed at the rale of 
Ra* 2 or R-*. 2*4 per acre 
in different pargmnae. 
Landh in tea grant » not 
under tee are taaeaeed at 
pargena rttea, vis., Raati 
->Ha. *2 to Ra .1 ; Daboli 
—Re. 1-4 10 Ra. 2-4; 
Dangs 1 — Aa. 12 to Re. 
1*8 ; Oaoge II~'Ae. 4 
to Aa. 10 ; Culturable 
waate — At 2 to Aa, 4- 
Tbe mioimatn evers|te 
for s wholt grant it 
Rf . I per acre. 


24,518 a(Tea arc 
fecaample iota 
and perman- 
cntly aeiticd 
eatiiteH, ainP 
1,172 acre* are 
held ucrler 
temporary eet- 
tlemente. 

Tlte rate of rev- 
enue ataeeeed 
on permanent- 
ly •e;*'’^.*e* 
tatoa ' variee 
from Re. 1 
to Re. 1-8 per 
tore, and that 
of temporary 
aetUemeote U 
Re. 1 -4 per 
lore. 


(4a) ... 267 (13 Ibe. per sere. 


111 *, per tore 


4.10 lh». par 



QUESTIONS. 


7^ 




( 9 ) 


{Pi). 






Rt. 1*4 per acre in the 
Weat TeeaU and Kaliin* 
ponv kka* mahali and 
Rs. 2^per acre in the 
Siligun fubdivisiou. 


B*. i*4 per acre in three 
pariKanas and Ra. 2 par 
acre In t^hen. 


Ra. 6 per acre for 
Aral clami 
paddy laud. 


15to27 maundaper acre in tO maundi per acre, 20 tnaunda pt*r 

Kalimpong, 4| maunda acre, 

per acre in Weat Teeata 
and lO to 28 maunda per 
acre iu*tt* Siltguri auh- 
•divifiion. 


Kora—TlMM af«ir«i flr« th« Mtiawt**! nultan. ftad m* »pf>ra>tn«l* «nir 


W«ttr4iyaoliilh in Bikmnpur. 

134. Khan Bahadur KHWA<IA MOHAMED AZAMs (a) Will tho 
Hon’hle the Mini»tor in charge of the Department of I#ocal Self-Govern- 
ment W pleaeed to state what atepe have been taken by the Department 
•of Public Wealth to remove water-hyacinth (karhuri plant) from 
Hikrampur 

(/;) la the Hon’ljle the Minister aware |j|||i|^ikrumpur, which wan 
lo long known to l)e very healthy, has becoine.ttwrtfrions owing to the 
blockade by water-hyacinth of its waterways during the rainy season? 

MINISTER in of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELP. 

GOVERNMENT (thnlbnNdo Sir Surondra flath Ban#r)oa>i (a) There 
seems to be some ni|ie|ipfohension os ^ lunctiotis of the Department 
of Public Health, fond ions aflnSminly aiSvisory and not executive. 
Its business is to investigate the incidence and causes of disease and to 
propose measures for improving the public health. It is the work of 
lo^l bodies, as a general rule, to carry out these measures. The 
eradication of water-hyacinth is the work of local bodies, guided and 
assisted by Government experts, 

(b) Government are aware that Bikrampur has become more unhealthy 
than was formerly, the ca»e, but without a detailed investigation, il 
iaon^oesible for the causes of this deterioration to be accurately stated. 
Thesis nothing to prevent the district board undertaking an inquiry 
into this matter, in which case the Department of Public ^eaith will 
render all poesihle assistance. 

iMMMilfHtew arMiUiMr 

1ML Bdku HEM OHANORA BNATTAONARdlf Ai) Is the 

Eon’ble the Mimsiiiu' in charge of the Department of Local Sell-Ootem- 
meni aware that both pasee^l and nnpaMed eomponndera piwetiae the 
{NTofeasuin of medicine and surgery without let or hindrance throughout 
Bengalf 


2a 



8 QUESTIONS. [W Pm 

(h) Are the GoTemmeni considering the desirability of taking steps 
in the matter? 

(c) Are the Gorernment considering the desirability of — 

(t) securing through the CItiI Assistant and ^Sub- Assistant Sur- 
geons, a census of such practitioners ; ^ 

(it) (filing upon local boards, municipalities or unions to seek the 
co-operation of hx^al qualified practitioners (official as well as 
non-official) to take up the duty of teaching these com- 
pfiunder-practitioners and others who* may offer themselves 
for the purfKjsc, an elementary course of medicine — both 
junior and senior subjects; and 

(til) calling upon such trained men to appear before the State 
Medical Faculty for a diploma to Ih* instituted for the 
purpose ? 

Thf Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: (o) The reply 

is in the affirmative; they cannot obtain registration; but there is* 
nothing to prevent their practising. 

(6) No action is possible without legislation. 

<c) (i) No. 

f 

(ii) The Medical Acts give Government no jurisdiction in this 
matter. 

(iti) Persons so trained wcmld nc»t he (jualified to appear at the 
examinations of the State Faculty of Medicine. 


Rtoruitnitnt from doproisoil olassat to Covornmont sorvioo. 

m Babu BHIBHMADEV DAS: («) Will the Hon’We the Member 
in charfre <>f the Appointment Department be jOensed to ntute how many 
:rraduule» and underirradualea of the depressed ehisses applied in 1920 
for appointment in the Benjfal ('ivil Serviee, Subordinate Civil Service. 
ReKiatration Department and Poliee Department and how many of them 
have been appointed ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether Qjren- 
ment contemplate makin);: suitable provision for adequate representation 
of the depthased classes in the various departments of Oovemment 
^^e^rice? 

(c) Is the Boa ’ hie the Member aware that the Namaaudras an'd other 
depreesed ejaseea have not joined the non-co-operation movement? 

MMBER hi (Siaiy 1 APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Mt 
Hmi'bm Elr Hanrjf WllMlar)l (a) Oovemment has information only aa rw- 
fards direct applications made to it. Subject to that limitation, the 
Eguree are as given in the attached statement. 
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(ft) The hiember is referred to the answer giren to unstarred question 
No. ftS at the Council meeting of the 14th March, 1921. 

(c) So far as OovemmenCs information goes, this statement is 
generally correct. 


Statement referred lo in the reply to dame (a) of unstarred qtieelion 4 , 
showing the number of graduates and undergt'odu^iles belonging to 
depressed classes applied direct to the local Governtneni in 19S0 
for appointments in the Hengal Civil Service, Subordinate Civil 
Service,^ Pd ice Jtnd hegistmtion Depfsrtments, and the number 
appointed to these services. 


imo. 


NiutM' ot JVrrWir. 

Civil StJrvice 
Sultoriiiuatc* .S»*rvicf 
P<»liri‘ SiTvice 
Sub-UegiHtriirK 

S^Tvicv 


NunitM>r rif gr»«tn'' Nuattwr of andvr- 


J friMu 


10 

20 


d»ta» ff»«, d»> 4«t-- WUi«4Hl 


Nurnbot ol uttdor* 

\T 


Circle oflioers at the Tippera sailar aulidiviaion. 

137. SHAH SYiO EMOADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ixical Self-OoTemment be 
pleased to state the names of the four circle officers of the sadar sub- 
diflSflHaof Tippi*ra as slated in the statement appended to unstarred 
question No. 2 for the meeting of the 21st November lastf 

(6) Is it not a fact that the Tippera sadar subdivision is divided into 
two parts, northern and Sfiuthern, which are under* two sul>dtvisioq§LM» 
officers f • 

(c) If so, how many Muhammadan and non*Muhammi^n circle 
officers are there in each of those two parts f 

(d) If there are no Muhammadan circle officers in the southern iuh- 
divisiois are the Government considering the desi^biliiy of iakiag 
•tepe to provide room for them f 
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Th$ Htti'blt fir tURlNDIIA NATH BANERJEAs (a) liaulTi 

Bakibuddin Abaroed, Erahad All, Siddique Abamed and Amir Ali workad 
ai circle officer in tbe aadar subdiyiaion since tbe introdnction of the 
pancbayeii system in tbe district* 

(b) Yes. 

(c) For the nortbern sadar subdivision there are two bircle officers 
and both of tbeni are Muhaminadans. In tbe southern subdivision there 
are three circle officers — all Hindus. 

(d) Tbe answer is in tbe nefjfative. 


iurvaillaiiM of tuapoota. 

138. Mauivi FAZLUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in c’harge of the Police Department be pleased to state what orders are 
issued to the police for watching suspects under section 1()9 of the 
(Vimiiial Procedure (’odeP 

(6) Are the jK>Iice authorised to d^isturb other people at dead of 
night, when inquiring whether the suspects are at home or not? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reviewing 
their orders in order to abolish the present procedure of wat(*hing sus- 
pects or to terminate the waU'h at 10 r.u. ? ' 

MEMBER in oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blo 
8ir HUWjf WhaalOf): (a) and (6) The duties of the [Hilice in regard to 
surveillance are laid down in rule 22(1 of Volume V of the Police Regula- 
tions, Uengal. a copy of which may he Cimsulied in the 0>uncil library. 

(c) It is not pro|K)sed to modify the existing orders. 

Sottlomont of ohar ’* landa in the Noaktiali diatriot 

«» 

188. Mlinalli MAKRAMALI: (a) Will the }Ion*ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (liaud Revenue) be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that it was the practice in the district of Noakhali to 
let out char lands, belonging to the Government khat mahal, to culti- 
vators without any $alami)t ^ 

(b) How long has this practice continued F 

(c) Whft were the reasons which led Government to establish this 
•►9erctii*e in the first instance? 

<d) Is it a fact that for some time past the above practice has been 
discontinued in that district and that a regular Miami is being demanded 
and realiseu by the khas mahal authoritieeP 

(«) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state under what 
head of revenue the landlords* fees realised on transfer of khat wmkai 
knds by tenants are entered and cm what heads is the said revenue spentP 
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(0 Are die Ooveniiiieiit considering the deciimbility of ueuing 
instrootions to the khas vmhal authorities to let out the char laiidf to 
oultiTmtors without any salami as before? 


Thi HM’MtitlM MAHARAMDHIRAM RAHADUR of 
■URDWAN4 (a) Yes. 

( 6 ) The prac’tiee has continued for a long time. 

(c) Settlements used to be made without any salami in order to 
induce the tenants ty ^laim the char lands and jungle. 

(d) Yes, in accordance with the rules recently framed by Government 
and embodied in Chapter ¥III-A of the Government Estutes Manual, 
1919. 

(e) The landlords* fees realised on transfer of khas mahal lands are 
entered in the General Budget on the receipt side as land revenue, being 
credited a| miscellaneous land revenue, and not earmarked for expendi* 

ure on any specihc head. 

(/) No. Government sees no reason why it should deprive itoelf of 
^ source of income utilised by all private proprietors. 


CnrUilfi ofllotrt of tho Polioo Dopartmoiit. 


100. Babu SATISH CHANDRA MUKHARdl : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Depart iiient be pleased to 
state the numlier and pay of the Deputy Inspe<’tors-General of Police 
in Bengal? 

ib) When were these {Kmts created and what are the duties attached 
to these posts? 

(c) What Js the total actual cost of the pay of these ofiicers and their 
establishment in the whole of Bengal? 


(d) What wan the actual sum drawn by these officers as travelling 
allowance in 192<t;21 ? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble the Member l>e pleased to state the number 
ajuUiay of Deputy Superintendents of Police in Bengal? 

(/)^When were these posts created and what are the duties attached 
to these posts? 0 

(p) What is the total cost of their pay and establishment in the w hole 
of Bengal? ~ 

(A) What was the actual travelling allowance drawn by these ofBoers 
in 1920-21P • 


(f) Will the Government be pleased to state the number and pay of 
iaspaetora of police in Bengal? 

(f) Wbat is the total cost of their pay in the whole of Bengalf 
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(k) Wbat waa tha actaal travelling allowance drawn by iheee offieera 
in 1920-21 F 

(l) What are the datiee aesigned to theae officers P 

TIm HMfM* Sir HENRY WHIELERl (a) and fi>) Deputy Intpeo- 

tora-Oeneral of Police have been appointed in Bengal continuously since 
1865. As regardti the number and duties of Deputy Inspectora-Oeneral 
of Police, attention is invited to the answer given to unstarred question 
No. 90 asked by Babu Surendra Narayan Sinha at the meeting of the 
29th August lust. The pay of Deputy Inspectors-Oeneral of Police is 
Rs. 1 J50~-100--^2,150 per mensem. 

(c) Rupees 2,50,100. 

((/} Kui>ees 1. '1,281. 

(e) There aie 28 [>ermanent arid 2 temporary Deputy Superintendents 
of Police. The pay of Deputy Superintendents is given in the attached 
statement. ^ 

(/) and {/) T he |Mjst« of Deputy Superintendents of Police were 
created in 1900. As regards the duties of both Deputy Superintendents 
and inspectors of |K)lice, attention is invited to the answer given to un- 
starred question No. 86 asked by Maulvi Fuslul Karim on the 14th March 
last. 

0/) Rupees 1,5*1,216. 

(A) Kupi^es 51,108. 

(t) There are 290 ins|>ector8 of police, including temporary officers. 
The pay is Hs. 17.) — — 800. 

(j) Huiiees 8,94,504. 

(^) Hufwes 1,79,450. 


Stahfnen/ te/errmi to in the reply tortame (e) of unjttat red queation No, I 
ihowing the pay of Deputy Superintetuients o' Police, 


Ttar •( t*rTlo«. 


lit (prolHitiausn) ... 
2n(l ( ditto ) ... 
Srd ... ^ 

... 

5th ... *... 

•Ih ... 

7tli ... ^ 

8Ui ... 
till ... 
lOth ... 


* fkmi» Ol IMjr PM 

K«. 

... 200 ' 
... 200 
... 250 
... 275 ^ 
... 300 * 
... 320 


... 340 
... MO 
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iitii ... V 

... 

... 420 

iWi .» • 

... 

... 440 

1^ ... 


... 460 

Uth ... 

... 

... 480 

I5tl» ... 


... 500 

leiii ... .* • 

... 

... 500 

I7lh ... * 


... 520 

I8lii ...• 


... 520 

19tli ... 


... 540 

20th ... 


... 540 

2Ut ... 

... 

... 660 

22ii? ». 


... 660 

23rd ... 


... 580 

24th ... 


... 580 

2&th sad over ... 

... 

... 600 

.Selection ipwde for 7 p«*r cent, of tlie totnI osdre 


... 700 


** Sooitty in Evolution,’* publisM by tho Oaloutta Univorsity. 

141. . Babu HEM CHANDRA MASKER S (a) Will thc^ Hun’ble the 
MiniHter in chaise of the De^mritneni cjf Kducution be pleaaed Ui atate 
whether the Calcutta Uiiivereity publtahed a work called “ Swiety in 
Kvolution/' by Dr. Kanidas Khan? 

(6) I# it a fact that when the Calcutta University puhliwlied on the 
9th November, 1920, the names and qualifiiatiouH of the candidates for 
George V Chair of Philosophy they stated, among other things, the 
following; — “ Swiety in Evolution, Volume I, published by the 
University *’P 

(c) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state the date of publication of the said book by the Univer* 

ibi author P 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
publisher (the Calcutta University) submitted three ropie%of the said 
book to the Government, as required by the Regis^ation ActP 

(e) sif the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, ai^ GovemmSST" 

considering the desirability of procuring a copy of the said book from 
the Begiitration office and laying it on the table f e 

MfNIiTill bi Mmvw gf DERARTMiNT tf EOUeATIOif (Hit 

HMWi Mr. R. 0. Mlttir)S (a) and (c) The University published a Work 
of this title by Dr. Batndas Khan in 19^. 
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(b) Th® TTniiewity hare informed Gorernment that the aasirer it in 
negative ; that the information which waa placed before the Govern- 
ing Bodies of the University was not made public, as will appear from 
the Proceedings of the Senate dated the 27th November. 1920. (Copy 
laid on the Library table.) 

(d) One copy of the liook was supplied to Government by the printer 

under ^rtion 9 (a) of Act XXV of 1807 and was sent to the Bengal 
Librarian for registration. When two more copies were asked for under 
section (h) of the Act, the printer informed Government that the whole 
edition had been destroyed. ^ ' 

(e) That copy of the iKXik is laid on the Library table. 


of Bhiirab rlwor. 

m. Mu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meiiil)er in eharffe of the Department of Irrisration be pleaseii U> eUte 
whether dreflKin^ of the river Bhairab will be continued in the diatrict 
of JesHore next ycurP 

{h) If the aiiNwer be in the neKutive, will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state the reasons? 

(c) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the I^on'ble the Member 

be [deased to state whether any money has been budgetted for this pur- 
pose in the next budget? ^ 

MIMRER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION ttba 
HOT'bio tho MabaraJaOhiraJa Bahadur of Burdwon): (a) Thia ia un- 

likely. 

(d) The project ia under preparation and it ia expected to be ready 
in aniither nine months or so: there will be hardly any time to (fet the 
project sanctioned and the work taken up next year. 

(c) No money has been budgetted for this work next year for reasons 
stated in (b). 


Drtc^ng of •« bilto” 

lO. Bahu NALINI HATH ROY: («) Will the Hon’l,ltftfc 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleaeed to aUte 
whether them will be any draining of bill under the SaniUry and Agri- 
mdtural Improvements Art next year? 

(6) If the answer to (o) ia in the affirmatiTe, will the Hon’Ue the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a aUtement showing the -Ttit nts 
of the btlt, district by district, which it is proposed to drain? 

Tho HoiPMo tho MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWANi (n) No, unless and until the works in progress haw beeo 
completed. 
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(^) Tke* loUowing is a list of tho hih the drainaite of which is 
m and the drainage of which it is proposed to take up if funds 

and stair are available and if the projects are ready : — 

Arool ** hil **^chem €. — Arool and Bookbhara hilt (district Jeasore). 

Jaboona scheme . — All the hits in the'Jaboona area, the chief of 
which are the Mogra, Bailee, Kholsea and Bhomra in the 
Nadia district and the Khatura Baor in the 24>Parganas district. 

Bhairab scheme (the fate of which is uncertain i^t present). — 
All the hUsein the Bhairab area, the chief of which are the 
Mafjat Baor and Jaydea Baor in the Jessore district and the 
Bnllar, Mirgamaree and Matteearee in the Nadia district. 


Alligtil tootfiUfiot of iilagal gratiflMtioci by poIlM from oarUrt. 

144. •BldNi NALINI NATH ROY; (a) Is the Hoirble Che Memlier 

in charge of the Police I)e[>artment aware — 

(t) that polii^e offi(*ers on duty in the suburbs of Calcutta and in 
Calcutta not infrequently demand pice from the cart 
drivers; and 

(ft) that the cfy*ts coming to ('alcutta with daily basar supply have 
to pay one picc to the fad ice officers on duty at every junc- 
tion approaching Calcutta, such as the Chitpur, Talla and 
Belgutchia bridges? 

(b) If the answer to cluuse (a) is in file affirmative, are Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of apfiointing plain-idothes detectives 
to che(‘k such practices? 

Tim Hofi'Mg Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) (i), (li) and (b) Allega- 
tions of this kind are not infrequently made, and probably they are not 
altogether devoid of truth in some ins(anc^*s. If such malpractices are 
discovered, those guilty of them will certainly be punished. The diffi- 
culty is to prove ^hem, and it is doubtful if plain-clothes detectives would 
help much. 


PHbtie Prtttoiftor and Kai mhripa ra tlHica eatai. 

14S. Mm HEM OHANDRA BHATTACH^Rdl; (!) WUl the 

Him*Ue the Member in charge of the Judicial DepY^ment be pleMB 
to state the reasons for engaging the Public Prosecutor of the 24-Par- 
gana4 district for the purpose of conducting the cases brs^hi against 
some of the strikers of the Kanchrapara workshops and the outeiders who 
had helped the strikers? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the amount 
spent by Government up to now for thaie eeeecf 
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MEMBER la ohargt of iUDIClAL DEPARTMENT (Oio HoiKMo 
•fr AblMir-RMiiai)S (a) The Public Prosecutor of the 24*PargoiiM waa 
engaged, a* the cases were considered important not only in themseivee 
but also as affecting the peace of an important industrial centre. Accused 
were represented by Council throughout and the csuds hotly contested. 
(b) Itupees 5,107-12. 


Buildings for Copalgan| munolB. 

146. Bobu BHIiHMADEV DAI: (a) WiU the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge o! thd Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any 
offer of suitable buildings has Wn made by the public for the proposed 
inuusih at (lopalganj? 

(h) If so, are the (lovernment considering the desirability of accept- 
ing the offer P 

fr) Will the llon’bic the Member be pleased to state when the 
proposed iiiuiisifi is likely to lie established? 

Tho Hon’bio Sir ABD.UR*RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

f/i) Yes. 'J’he District Judge has been asked to negotiate with the 
parties offering the building and to settle the rent for it in consultation 
with the Public Works Department. 

(c) As soon ns iiegotintions are satisfactorily completed and the 
buildings are ready for use. 


Bittiamant Rtoordt in Civil Courts. 

147. Bobu BHISHMAOEV DAS: (o) Is the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware that copies of settlement 
records are not furnished to the public from the originals kept in Civil 
Courts? 

(h) Are the (iovernrnent considering the desirability of issuing orders 
for granting copies from those record books? 

TN Hon’blv Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) The originals of 
settlement rei^ords are not kepi in the Civil Court, but in the Collect'^fBS 
record-roonjs. The Civil Courts are provided with a copy of the records, 
but copy of a^opy is not evidence. 


Ptiilbotb Immu** 

146. BMM tARAT CHANDRA JANAH: (a> Referring to my 
unstarred question No. 73 of the 1st April, 1921, will the Htm^fale the 
Member in charge of the Deiiartment of Revenue ^Land Revenue) be 
pleated to say whether the Government are considering the desirahtlity 
of issuing a direct order upon all its subordinates in the department eon* 
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c«Md not io realise any ptihlamh jama from the prayers thereof by the 
issae of certificates, if the jamat are tendered to the tahsildars or by 
moaey orders through the post office F 

(h) Is the Hoi^ble the Member aware that the letter No. 4060G.E., 
of the Secretary m the Board of Kerenue to the Cominissiotier of the 
Burdwan Division, dated the 0th of De<*eml)er, 1917, referi'ed to in the 
answer to my taid question No. 73, has not been projierly ronsirued by 
its subordinates and that cases have occurred in which certificates have 
been issued for realisation of the arrears of peshkhosk jainnjt on the 
payer^s refusal to compound the same at the rate of 26 years* pun*hase, 
even ihougji the tenants were willing to pay the exact amount of the 
arrears? 

(r) What steps have the (fovcrnment taken to put a stop to this 
procedure P 

Tht aHon’bto tfia MAHARAdAOHIRAilA iAHAOUR gf 
BURDWAN i (n) Government do not consider it ne^'essary to issue any 
such orders. 

(h) No. 

(c) The replies alwve will show that the quesfion does not arise. 

Cite of out Ibrohim of Bafta (Bhoia), onoa a orimifial lunatic. 

148. Mouivi AZAHARUODIN AHMEDs (a) Will the llon ble 
the Minister in charge of the IVpurtnient of r<(K*4il Self-Gnvernment he 
pleased to state why one Ibrahim of Bafta, police-station Hliola, district 
Bakarganj, now in Uie Lunatic Asylum of Dacca, has still l>een kepi in 
custody, although he was declared sane since April, 1921, by the Super- 
intendent of the Lunatic Asylum of Dacca and acquitted by a Deputy 
Magistrate of Barisal in August, 1921? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of each of the following papers relating to the case: — 

(t) judgment; 

(ti) deposition of the Civil Surgeon of Barisal ; 

report of the Superintendent of the Dacca I^iinatic Asylum ; 

(ft) report of the case to Government by the trying Magistrate; 
and 

(e) orders of the Government on the report?^ 

TtiTHoiinBo Bir fURENDRA NATH BANERdEAt (a) The tryi!^ 
Magistrate ordered the accused after acquittal to be kept in a lunatic 
asylum under section 471 (i), Criminal Procedure Cf>de, Jt fbeii became 
competent f6r the Asylum Visitors to certify under section 474, Criminal 
Procedure Code, that the accused may be discharges) or under section 
475, Criminal Procedure Code, any relative or friend of the acensed might 
have moved for the delivery of the accused to his care and ensiody. As a 
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matter of fact, the accnaed waa found by tbe Medical OfEcer fb be liable 
to periodic acces# of violence at the time of hi* adbiiaeion into the Aeylnm, • 
and hia relatives at that time were not willing to take charge of 
him. He wa§ atibseqnently reported to have recover! hia sanity and 
waa placed on trial and acquitted, as previously stateu. He has been in 
the interim under observation of the Visitors and Superintendent of the 
Asylum, who have now been asked to report whether he can be skfely 
discharged with or without security. 

(h) A copy of the papers referred to is laid on the Library table. 

•» 

Eiaotoral roll for oloolion from Bongal to Indiaii 
Logiilotivo Aifombly. 

180. Babu INDU BHUtHAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in <'harge of the Appoint meni Depjirlinent l>e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing separately, district by district, the 
numl>er of Muhnmmudans and non-Muhainmadans in the Presidency of 
Bengal, who were eligible to exercise the right of franchise at the last 
election of members of the Indian T^egislative Assembly? 

ThO Hofl’IHo Sir HENRY WHEELER: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Stntemfnt referred to in 

the reply to unstarred question No. 18. 



Muh*mru*dftn.. 

N ot>. M 11 hftm tuk(i*»i . 

Burt) Win 


1,164 

5.961 

Birbhtim 


H14 

3,119 

itifiknri 


3i.H 

7.366 

Miclniporo 


493 

6,628 

H<»eglily 


i,r<4 

7,144 

Howrah 


2,(>55> 

5,807 

S4-Pargiiii« 


6,220 

17,830 

CaicutU 


622 

6,696 

Kadia 


1.517 

6,046 

Mnrahtdahad 


1,274 

4,305 

J«asor« 


2,214 

4,414 ft 

Khiiliai 


2.267 

4,400 

Ihccf 


J,S20 

6.91 1 

Mymanaingh 


3,422 

6,092 

Fsridpur ^ 


2,230 

8,806 • 

BaKargan^ 


7,616 

6,020 

OhitAgo^ 


6,036 

4,«26 

Tfppera 


... 1,227 

8,084 

Noakhtli 


4.62$ 

2,422 

Ksjiiishi 

... 

1,622 

2,482 

liiiHijpiir 

... 

8,111 

8i>l4 
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^ SaworDMa, 


1 

1 

Jalpsigeri 


1,818 

S.S07 

Bsogpar 

... 

4,68r 

8,S56 

Bogn 

... 

729 

945 

Psbn* 


m 

2,410 

U.ld. 

... 

605 

1,125 


Toul 

59, .591 

130.900 


Pay of oompoufidm. 

1S1. BfiNi HEM CHANDRA RHATTAOHARJis (a) Will the 
Hon'ble tke Mitii^ier in charge of the Depariment of Loc'al Self-(;}overn* 
ment be pleased to state whether the Govern men t are considering the 
desirability of improving the pay and prospet'ts of compounders? 

'(b) if 10, what improved scale of pay are the Government «*ontem« 
plating to sanction? 

(c) Has the Hon'ble the Minister received any petition from the 
compounders? 

(rf) Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) placing the*coni pounders under the Surgeon-General with the 
Govemiiient : 

(ti) training them in nursing, first aid to the injured, aseptic dress- 
ing, amesthetic work and assisting during operations; and 
(m) furnishing them with suitable quarters? 

TIm Hofl’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH RANERdEAl (a) Government 
are advised that, having regard to the provisions of sei'tion 46 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, and of sei'tion 33 of (he liOi^al Self-Government 
A^t, Government have no authority to fix the pay of the compounders 
employed in the local fund (municipal and district board) hospitals and 
dispensaries. So far as the rom^munders in State hospitals and dispensa- 
ries (classes I and II) are conc'erned. Government are considering the 
desirability of improving their pay further. 

Government are awaiting proposals from the Surgeon -General 
regarding the improvement of pay of the compounders in State hospitals 
and dispensaries. 

(e) Tee. 

(d) ^s) The compounders employed in loc4il fund hospitals and dis- 
penaaries are directly under the control of the local authorities poncemed 
and cannot be placed under the control of the Sargeon-€bn4lal. 

(u) The member is referred to mlee 11 and 13 of the rulee for the 
oonpoiuiden’ clasees issued under notification No. Hlllfedl.^ dat^ 
ilie Tib Inly, 1913, a copy of whiA is placed on the Library table. 
Tbare is no |»oposal before Qoeemmmii for amending those mlos. 
e . 
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(in) Com pounders attached to indoor hospitals are prorided with 
free quarters or grranted house-rent in lieu thereof to enable them to live 
in the vicinity of the hospitals. Compounders attached to outdoor 
dispensaries are not provided with free quarters or granted house-rent. 


Rtoruitnimt to Bengal Pitot SarYtoa. 


1M. Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Balmitor: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Memlwr in c hurge of the Marine Department b' pleased to state what 
definite stejMi Imve Wen taken to give practical effei t to f.jo resolution 
adopted by this Council on the (ith April, (o amend the rules for 

MKTuitment to the Bengal Pilot Service? 

(h) Has there Wen puhlished any public notice calling for appli- 
cations from Indian and Anglo-Indian candidates? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’hle the MemWr he pleased to place (»r».lhe table 
the text of the udvertiHement for the information of the memWrs of the 
Council? 

(fi) Will the Hon’hle the MemWr W pleased to state also whether any 
applications were received in response to any such notice? 


*< DEPARTMEHT (th. Hon’bl. 

wr. <. n. Km): («) n,.viw,l rulcH for the apiKiintment of caiididato- 
to U,e BenKHl l-dot Serviee wer,- innued with Marine Department notifi- 
eati.m N.K U7 Mne dated tl-e L>L>nd An^nat. I!»21. which apia-ared in the 
(..Imtla (.azette of the 24th AuKuat, 1921. and waa also aenf to the 
prin<'i|)ai new's}m)N*rs for puhlicabon. 

(h) Yea; a notiee waa puhliahed in the Calcutto (iazelte and the 
newspafwrs. 


(c) A eopy of the advert iaement haa been placed in the Librarj-. 

(</) Ym; 16 eandidafea applied, hut none of them poaaeaaed 
qualifications prescriWd in the rules. 


ike 


ipitoliit Btlivtrtd In Bti^gtli in Cwmoll* 

W. ENAN EYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’We the hfe-iiRr 
» charge of the I^efrialative Department be pleaaed to atate 

(i) WhJt atepe, if any, are at preaent beinfr taken to report 
vertairim the BeniraU apeerhea of thia Council ; and 
whether the Oovemment contemplate encouraipnff Bengali- 
ahorthand writera by announcing priiea to tfaoae who may he 
auccassful in open competitive periodica] examinations? 


MIMBIR in diirgn ^ LBCItLATIVi OBRARTMIiiT 

« wSlr?' Wbtrt*): (.) The proe«lare that ha. 



ia2i| \ ^ Qvmriom. ui « 

fill »U<nr *af an Engiisk iranalation of a al a tipaaok dalivaiad 
by a mieiiibar in a vemaeuiar to appear in tbe official prooaadings of Um 
Conacil, it will be neceesary for a nieiuber ho speaking to band to the 
Secretary to tbe Council a certified Temacular prioit of bis speech within 
‘^4 hours of its deliWy. On receipt of such a pr4eii the S^retary will 
have the same translated by the Government translaUir and the tmiisia* 
tiott will be published in the report of the proceedings, with an explana- 
U>ry footnote. 

Bengali-speaking uieiubers may also, if they so desire^ dictate their 
speeches, imn^ediatefy after delivery in Council, to the senior assisUuit 
of the liegislative Department. The speeches will then be incorporated 
in the officiat report with an explanatory note. 

(u) The answer is in the negative. 

Allagad oiitraga at Nilpliaiiiiri. 

184, Miulvi HAMID.UD.DIN KHANs (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
• Member in charge of the Political ])e[»artnient l>e pleased to state 
whether Government (onteinplaie holding any inquiry by a committee 
consisting of officials and non-officials, with a non-official majority, into 
the alleged outrage at Nilphaniari in the district of Haugpur on the 28th 
ut I)e<'eiiil>er, 1921, Gurkha |H>lice? 

<6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle the 
Meuil>er l)e pleased to state — 

(i) who gave the order to open fire, and 

(w) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to give any 
compensation to the |WH)ple who were wounded H 

Tht Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELERs M The answer is in the 

negative. 

(6) (i) No actual order to fire was given. 1'he fa<*ts were detailed 
in hnswer to a question of Rai Radha Cboran Pal Bahadur in the liegis- 
lative Council on the 24th ultimo. 

(ti) No recomn^endation to that effect has so far lieett made hy the 
local officers. Inquiry is being made as to whether there is any case for 

ac tion on these lines. 

mm ^ 

Civil diMMiiliM antf • 

fW. Mm lUStMORA NARAYAN tlNHAi (%) Will (he Ifon’bl^ 

the MeSber in charge of the Political Department he*pleased to state 
whether the Oovemment (^nlemplate holding a conference with the 
mmtndars and others in order to devise ways and means if deal with 
or to ccmitieraoi the cult of civil disobedmcef 

(h) If «o, when is such a conference likely to be beldf 

(a) If the answer is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the Membmr be 
pleneed state what action, if any, have the Govemmeni deeided upon 
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to take to protmH the interesta of the eamindara and others who are 
likely to suffer moni? 

TM Hofl*bl6 Stir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h) and (e) Ooveruiiient 
18 in constant touch with aJl interests likely to l>e a#JK:ted were a general 
movement of civil disobedience to be inaugurated, and ^they do not 
consider that any foriuai conferem'e iieedH to l)e convened at the moment. 
The action to l)e taken by Government in the event of such a movement 
clearly depends on its nature and extent. 

Attandanoe on holidays in tho Bengal SoortUri||t. 

166. Muflihi AYUB ALI: (o) Will the Hou'ble the Member in 
charge of the Depart iiient of I'inuncc lie pleased to state whether it i| 
a fact that all deimrtmentft of the Hengul Se<’retariat are kept partially 
<ij)en during gazetted holidays and whether all assistants are 'retjuired to 
attend office on those days by turiiP 

(h) If so, are they allowf^d any extra remuneration or comi>enBatory 
leave for such attendance? 

(c) If not, why not? 

(fl) Are the assistants whfise homes are in the interior of the province 
exempted from such attendance, especially duriii|^ the Ihtrya l*uja and 
X'mas holi<lays, to enable them to go home to visit their family and 
relations oo<'asionally P 

(e) Are the Government aware that a considerable amount of dis- 
content prevails amongst the assistants on this account P 

(/) If so, what steps are the Government contemplating taking to 
allay the discontent? 

Tht Hofl'bit Mr. d. H. KERR: (a) The attendance of a few assistants 
in office on gaxetted holidays is necf^ssary for the disposal of urgent 
public business. This duty is taken in turn. 

( 6 ) and (r) No. Such duty is an ordinary incident of whole-time 
service. In the legislative I)e|mrtment, where the volume of work 
varies very much from time to time, coin|>ensatory leave is sometimes 
allowed when the state of the wmrk permits. 

(d) Yes, so far as work permits. 

(c) Nq. 

if) The question does not arise. 

% 

Rartiiit dtilt with tuiBar 144 (/) tf tb« OrbRniw 

Pnotdvra Oodla. 

167. Rti HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURIt Will the Haa’Ue 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a list showing the names of persons dealt with under sec- 
tion 144 «</) of the Criminal Procedure Code for political work, stating 
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the ftnireheDded act or acta on their part, for which iiamediato pravea- 
tion ae speedy remedy was thout^ht desirable in each easel* 


Tto HENRY WHEELERl Full iufbrmation is not in 

the poseession of C^aemment and it is not considered nwessary to 
undertoke the ««bo«r of compiling it. It is assumed that the expression 
jmhtical work has reference to such acth-ities as the niakiuir of 
“on"”” '"'"'"‘f “P '■>fl<‘-«»nulory agita- 


Muniar 


in the 34>PargMMa dMriot ami in tiM 
BaiirlMt MiMiuitiMi. 


X. «•« HAREHDRANATH OHAUDHURI: Will the IWble the 
Meiiilwr in chaige of the Police Departnieiil lie pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last five years s..parately for the 

-.4-1 ui^^’anaR dihtnct and HiihdiviHion of IfaNirltat 

(•) the numlwr of murciers that were reported; anil 
fii) the Iiuiiilier of leporled murder eases in wliieh the eulprits were 
detocted and puiiinhedP 

WHEELER: (i) „„d („> A statement is 

lifjd on the table. 


Statement referred to tn the repfy to unntarred question Uo. :^6. 


(l) MrtDRR CAREj, in 

^ 24*pArKanM dUitrict— 

THE MHTEKTr Of 24'PAttOANAN 

1917 Tii 1921. 

Kumbtr ot marA*t 
<mmm rnfiorlwsl. 

ntlilNU THE YEAtH 

VamlMr nf rtapartpR 
Mtirtlsw C««M in 
»IUrh tlua «tiipr<Ui 
«**r* EntwtInE mtt4 
panUlwNl. 

1»17 

87 

1 

1918 

— .88 

2 

1919 

31 

2 

1920 

47 

3 

« 1921 

• 

36 

3 

(h) MtraniK ca«r iv BAHiauAT at ri.i rjeioN uvntna the ktA»t 

1917 TO 1921. • 

BaeirhAt •ubdiviRMii-- 

1917 

14 

sNil 

1918 

14 

2 

1919 

10 

Hif 

1910 

17 

!• 

1911 

17 

It 


Om irtfti si llw 
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156. Rai Dr HARIDHAN DUTT Raiiadlir: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 

MemW ill charge of the Department of Finance b|^ pleaned to aiate 
whether there in any departmental order or circular under which a 
H(»ec:ial Calcutta llouse Allowance is allowed to the highly paid officers 
(lin[»erial Bramdi) staticmed in (Calcutta t' 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Menilier be pleased to place a copy 
of that order or circular on the table for ififorii/.tt\on of the Council? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Meinlier lie also pleased to state whether there 
is any iMinteiiiplution to enhance still more the scale already provided 
or to bring under its ojMTution still more highly paid grade of officers who 
are at present debarrcHl from draa’ing the Calcutta House Allowanc'e? 

(d) If so, are the (iovernment c'onsidering the desinibility of placing 
before the Council any proposed change of amendment contemplated of 
the aforesaid ordcT or circular for discussion and consideration of the 
(\>unc;il? 

The Hofl’bit Mr. «!• H. KERR, (o) and (h) A copy of the rules of 
the (/alcutta House Allow’aiicc Scheme has been placed on the Library 
table. The allowance is not c-onfined to officers all-India servi<*es. 

(r) In view of the marked change in conditions since the present 
scheme was introduceil its revision is under consideration. 

(d) If it is decided to make any chjinge, the revised proposals will 
be placed before the (’ouncil before they are given effect to. 


Waiting-room for fomalot at Bariul iteamar station. 

160. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(f) whether it is a fact that there is no urinal attached to the wait- 
ing room for females at the Barisai steamer station; and 
(h) whether it is a fact that [lassengers from Dacca or other places 
have to wait from 0 to 12 hours in the waiting room in order 
to avail themselves of other steamers on different sepvim*? 

(h) Afe the (Government considering the desirability of inviting the 
attention of the steamer inmijiany to the defet t of the want of a urinal? 

Tilt Htn’bln Mr. 4 . H. KERR: (a) (i) Yes. 

(if) Through-lnsikeil jmssengers from Dacca and elsewhere, who are 
waiting ^ir other steamers at Barisal, are permit te<l the use of steameiw 
with suitable latrines and have no need to visit the waiting-rooms for 
malps or females, 

(6) The mailer was brought to the attention of the steamer com* 
paity, who have replied as in (e). 
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Kioniitiiiiiit el tfilrtMii AstisUitl tuiMriiitMMitiits •! HOm. 

til. BUni tURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will tho Hon Wo tlie 

Menbor in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
what effect, if any.^as been given to the resolution of the ('oiincil pansed 
in the moiitl^of August last recommending that no further recruitment ^ 
iif the remaining thirteen Assistant Supiuintendents of Police l>e made 
thifi year from RiiKland? 

TIm Hm'M# Sir.l^NRY WHEELER: A copy of the resolution, 
together with a ropy of the delwte in the T^egislative (\>uncil, has Wn 
forwarded tg the Government of India for transmission to His Majesty’s 
Seeretary of State for India. 

The DEPUTY.PRESIDENT: HeW we conimeuce (ho [>rc»ctHMlings 
of the day, I think it M'ould mit 1 m» out of place, in vit»w of certain events 
ahich haw' recently taken place, to lefer to a matter closidy coniiectod 
with the dignity of the House. We are all interested in maintaining the 
dignity of the ('Vuincil niul shnuh! do our 1 h»s( to see that nothing is tlono 
•w'hi<‘h might lower it in the estimation of' Gie p'ihlie or of ourmdves. 

It is needles.^ for me to say that the hmi’ldo meml»ers of this f\»uncil 
should not make p<»rsonnl ntta(’ks aguinst anv mc!nlH»r or tise offen- 
sive exf»reMsif»ns ngafn.nt an\ memln'r, he he an f^fTicinl or a noii-<»flReinl 
rnemlsT. 1 hofie and trusi (he memh<*rs of this (knincii will scru- 
puhiusly guard against anv tendenev todepait from this sound and 
Wfdl-reeogniw'd prirn iple. 

SldNi 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 rfspiest you to se« 

that this |H>rtion <»f the |)rf»c«i*di!igH diH’s not a]o>»»a> in (he Press? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; If it forms » |mrt of the proceedings 
of the meeting, it must he n nde puhlie, 

Rei RADHA CHARAN PAL Behaifurs Gan not you rest ni in the 
newspaper reptirters? 

Tlw OEPUTYtPREtlOENTl No. that ia rarfainlv not ilpairabli’. 

Budgat of tba Covornmont of Bangal. 

Tho Hoii>Mo Mr. 4. H. KERR: I have the honour totpresenl the 
Budget estimates of the (Joveriimenl of Bengal imr the year 1922-2:1. 
The ci?il estimates are, as usual, accompanied by financial atatff- 
ment. explaining in detail the variations under tVe different major heads 
of tbe Budget. Tn drawing up this review, we have endeavoured to meet 
the cntieiaros which were levelled at us last year regarding the inatiffi- 
ciency of the information which we aupplieft, and I trust that the 
ex|danatory memorandum will furnish m^nhera of this Ooufictl with 
moat of Dm miotmmikm they will require when we come to dkwl with 
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the voting of granU. The general financial situation of* the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has been the subject of frequent discussion in this 
Council during recent months. The broad outlines of the situation are 
only too familiar to all of us and 1 need not take up the time of the 
Council by making a lengthy speech on the subject fthis afternoon. 

l‘he figures in the Budget now presented do not diifhr materially 
from those which 1 gave to the Council when I introduced the taxation 
Bills last month. The revised estimates for the current year show a 
decline both under receipts and under ex{>endiyire. The decrease in 
receipts is unfortunately over Ks. 76 lakhs, of which H**- ^2 lakhs 
occurs under the three main revenue-prr>ducing heads, land-i-eveiiue, 
excise and stamps. The falling-off in land-revenue is largely due to 
the post{K>nement of the collection of settlement charges which fol- 
lowed inevitably on the decision to reduco the settlement programme 
on account of the financial stringency; and we shall, we hope, make 
gO(»d this deficiency next year. The falling-off in excise and stamps 
is more serious. It is due to variims causes, but mainly, to the de- 
pressed state of trade and industry during the year. It is impossible 
for us to say when a normal state of affairs will lie restored in thisf 
respect. 

f)n the expenditure side, the nn'iw'd estimates show a saving of 
Ils. fW lakhs over the original estimates, mainly (fue to ndrtMU’hnienfs 
which we were forced to effect in view of the financial situation. For 
next year we budget for a slight improvement in the receipts and for 
n still further retrenchment in the exi>enditure and the net re.sult is a 
deficit of Ks. 120 lakhs which we hoj><» to cover, as the Council know, 
hy the taxation ]>n>|H)HHls which we intHsluced Inst month and which 
we lioiu^ to iwiss next month. 1 d<» not pro|K»se to go into details to-day 
in regard to the biidget demands of the various departments. The 
time for that will come later. I am afraid the Council will be to some 
e'xtent inconvenienced^in coinptiring the budget figures for next yw 
with tlms<‘ of the current year owing to certain changes in the classi- 
fication which have In'en made under the orders of the Government of 
India. Two of these are im|K)rtniit and mav he briefly mentioned. 
Under Tiand-re venue, we formerly use<l to show half of the ohargea of 
district administration, the other half l>eing shown under th<^ HHd 
** Administration of Justice. ** Under the orders of the Government 
of India a tew stil>-head ** District Administration *’ has now been in- 
troduced under the »maior head ** General Administration. ** The 
i^ult is a large i\|>parent decrease in the expenditure under the V T^and- 
ravenwe ** head and a eoiresponding increase under " General Adminis- 
tration. ** JThere are also some rather important and romplieated 
changes in the irrigation budget which are explained in the nemn- 
randnm. 

The Budget now presented is not a production of wbteb anjmt cm 
Up proud. It will give no aatiafaciion to tboae mambiin trlio la»t 
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year feprooclied tie on the ground that the Budget showed look of 
imagination and no signs of any constructiTe programme on the port 
of the Ministers. Once again, we hare to budget for a large dedcit, 
and the consequence is that we have had to frame our proposals in a spirit 
of rigk] and parsimonious economy. It is not to be expected, therefore, 
that this Budget will show any indications of a hroad and generous, 
programme for the improvement of the conditions of life tn this Presi* 
dency on the lines which many members of this Council would like to 
see adopted. The Budget, in fact, does not profess to do more than 
pnivide for tl^e bare*nSpds of the administration. The Finance Depart- 
ment have been compelled to prune the departmental budgets ruthlessly 
in spite of pWests from Members and Ministers, and the result is that 
Mr. Spry and I are at the present moment the tw*n most unpopular men 
in Writers^ Buildings. Our hope that we shtuild receive support from 
the Standing Committees in the matter of retrenchment has not l>een 
realised, din the contrary, most of the Standing Committees have 
pressed for a larger provision of funds than we have been able tn make. 
The proceedings of the Standing Committees show that they went’ 
Ihtr.ugh the budgets carefully and thoroughly and the fad that they 
lmv ‘ not been able to suggest any furtbor material retrenchments suj>- 
petrts our contention that it is n(»t possible to go further in the wjiy of 
csitting down the d^ninds c»f the various departments for the money 
tjhev recjiiire in order tn carry out the bare essentials of their administra- 
tive responsibilities. Tn these circumstances, it is not a matter for sur- 
prise that the Budget makes no provision for new schemes and that 
we have been I'ompelled to suspend the undertaking of all new arorks. 

There are, however, go<sl grounds for ho|»e that this is the last of the 
deticir budgets that we shall have to present to this (*onnciI. If the 
Council passes the taxation Bills which have been placed before it, we 
sh**uM in future years be able to show a small surplus: hut we cannot 
take that surplus into account at the present stage, hei'niise the Bills 
have not yet been passed by the Council. What we propose to do. there- 
fore, is submit to the Council a supplementary Budget after the Bills 
are passed. Tn tKat Budget, we shall show how we propose to deal with 
any surplus that we may then enjoy. What that surplus will amount to, 
itHfinjpossible for me to soy at present. It will be seen from the Reports 
of the .Select Committees on the taxation Bills, which T shall present 
to the Council at a later stage in to-day’s proceeflings, thad the Select 
C/<imr»iiHees have already proposed certain reductions in the taxatin.i 
demands which the Bills originally contained. We ^^oped, under odr 
original proposals, to get in a sum of about Rs, 150 lakhs from the 
prticeeds of new taxation. The changes effected by the Sel#ct Cotnmtt- 
t«frs will, so far as we can judge at present, reduce this amount to some- 
thing in the neighbourhood of Rs. 140 lakhs. That will leave us a sur- 
plus of only Rs. 20 lakhs over the estimated deOdt for next year. But 
if the taxation proposals go. through in the form proposed by the l«ct 
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(jammitieM, and if we can c<ntnt on a permanent addition to our 
revermea of Ba. 140 lakha or Ba. 150 lakhs, we feel that we skall be 
justified in meeting Es. 40 lakhs of the next year’s deficit from our 
balances. If we are placed in a position under which we can reasonably 
estimate for a moderate working surplus in normal years, we shall be 
Justified in keeping our balances at a comparatively low figure ; and if 
we that wc c^an safely reduce them to Its. 20 lakhs our revenue defi- 
cit next year will be retluced to Rs, BO lakhs. The new taxation^ should 
then provide us with a surplus of about Rs. GO lakhs available for expen- 
diture next year. Proposals for the expenditure *of*this su^lus will, as 
J have said, Is* laid Mttre the Council in due course, when we are in 
a liettej iMjsitiori to esliuiate what our surplus will be. I a^uld merely 
urge for the numient that the Budget, which I am presenting to-day, 
shotil'i not be regarded us our complete Budget and that we should not 
be judged on that Budget. The Budget provides merely for the essen- 
tial iMwds of the administration and has been drawn up on the assumption 
that we shall receive no further revenue during the coming year. That 
lisHUUJption ivill, I hope, lie falsified and we shall then he able to put 
our further proposals before the Council. 

As usual, there will In* no discussiou on the Budget to-day, hut 
from the 27th <»f Fehmarv onwanls, the Budgtd will W thn>wn op<*n to 
getieral discussion. We projKifH* to billow the safiie practice that we 
adopieil last year, of allowing non-official memliers, in the first place, 
to offer such remarks ns they may wish t(i make. The Memliers of the 
Council and the Ministers will then deal with the fjuestions which will 
Ix' njisfsl in the course of the debate and clear the way for the voting 
of grants which will In^gin from the IBfh of March. I would merely 
add now that in the course of the eoming week, if anv Members of 
('ouncil demr<» further information on the Budget now presented, 
Mr. Spry and mvself will lie happy to see them at anv time and to 
supply any explanation that niav Ix' re<|uired on points %vhich are nwt 
clear to them. 


CovtriHiwfit Bills. 

Tht CakutU Munisipirt Bill, 1921. 

TN HofilNt Sir tURENDRA NATH RAHERJEA: I beg io 

for Wve to (j«{cr th« motion for thr rvf«rrnc« of tbr f^alcntt. 
Mtinici(xi! Bill, B)21, to a Select Committee to a later session of tbe 
Council. ^ 

This is a formal matter. We have circulated tbe Bill among tbe 
public Ixxlies. We have not received their replies yet. Tbe forma- 
tion of Select Committee under tbe circamatanhee would be 
premature. Therefore, we are obliged to defer the conatitutioii of 
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the S^act Gomaiittee till the time wlien aro received. 

JOm m eonieqaence I have to move for leave of the Houfie to defer the 
refmpce to the Select Committee to a later date*. 

Thr motion was then pul and afrreed to. 

THa Bengal Aerial Ropeaniya Billy 1921. 

Tlie OEPUTY-PRESIOENT:*! am informed that the re|M»rt of the 
Select Committee oa 4he IVitgal Aerial nopen)U <i Bill, 1921, has not 
yet been pritftod. Then>fore items Nos f) to 7 in the A^*nda 8taa<l over. 

The Bengal Amueemente Tax Bill, 1922. 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. H. KERR. I to present the rejKirt td the 
Select Cc^pimitt€»e on the Ihn^al Amusements Tux Bill, nt22. 

The chaiiffes which have lanm made by the Sided (’(»mmitt4i»e will 
1 h* appartuil from their re|»ort. As I promised the rouneil when T 
•iii(»ved that the Bill Im* referred to a Sidei t tV>nnnittee, we summonial 
liefore us the n»pn»sentatives of the principal theatres and cinemas in 
Calc'utta, and they showed us lM*yoiid any shadow of doubt that their 
I 4 idustrv was very ilTmh depiessed at the presoii! time, ami that taxa- 
tion on the s<‘ale projiosed in the original Hill wouhl teml to press very 
s4*verely on the industry. Vi e were impn»ssed by their arguments, but 
w’e discovered frr^m the full accounts, wdiich (hev show'ed us, that 

(he amount of money taken from the Calnitla public? on these 

entertainments during the last ^ ear- -admittedly a year of grcnit 

depression — -was w’ell over Ifs. t‘IO lakhs. We did not, therefon*, feed 
justified in almndoniiig this tax altogether, hut we have changed the 
rates to be chargt»d on admission tiekets tc» cinemas and theatres and 
siipilar places fmin 25 js*! rf*nt. to something ls*twe«Mi 12^ and 15 pf»r 
<‘ent. all rouml. We have also decided reronimeiid that no 
entertainment tax sloMiId l>e levied on tickets lielow eight annas. I 
do not think I need add anv further remarks in ri*gard ti? this report. 

^ • Tbt Btngal OMirt-ftei (A m tK im mt) BW, 1922. 

Tilt H«lPMt Mr. i* M. KERRs I beg to present the rt^xirt of the 
Select ('^mmittei* on the Bcmgal (kiurt-fees (Am«9idiiieiit) Bill, 1922. 
Here again the report will show that we have made soonsiderable and 
important reductions on suits of low value in awordance with tha 
general wish, wbirh was expressed in the Coiiitcil last monlb, that we 
sbould do all that is possible to avoid hardship to the poorer classes. 
I do not propose to go into detsils on this subject this afternoon, but there 
is one very impmrtaiit point which is raised in the minntes of dissent on 
this BtU and the Stamp Bill on which I should like to say a few words. 

I 
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There ie a propoeal that the ^iperation of these taxation Bills 
should be limited to three years. The advocates of this proposal urge 
that the Government of India have remitted our provincial contribu- 
tion of Ks. 63 lakhs for three years only^ and that if at the end of that 
j>enfMl, they find uh comfortably off, they will be tempted to re-imix>se 
the contribution. Well, that point of view iy inteUigible, but I 
think its advocates overlook the fact that the Rs 03 lakhs is only a 
com|;iaratively small item in our list of complaints against the 
Government of India. We have always said that we regard thd 
remission of the Ks. 63 lakhs as affording us entirely^ inadequate 
relief, and we have made it clear — His ' Excellency has made it 
clear— that we do not propose to relax our protests untif the whole 
settlement is revised in an equitable manner. 1< is impossible for 
me to prophesy what may happen during the next three years, but 
it is much more probable that a general revision oi the settlement will 
Is* initiated during that period than that the end of the three years 
will find us in a fsrsilitiii where nothing more than Rs. 63 lakhs is at 
stake. The pnqs»sal tf) limit the Ilill.H to a pcnod of three years is, 
therefore, rather like getting ready a weapon tor a fight, which may 
not take phu*e at all. hut w'hich, if it df »08 take place, will probably 
assume a form which none of us can ari(ici|>ato at the pres<‘iit 
moment. * * 

The real argument against the limitation of taxation to three 
years is, however, the p?*actical one. The Budg«»t for next year, 
which I have just [»rcscrite«l. .shows a d<*ficit of Rs. 120 lakhs. The 
taxation Hills, if they g(» through suhstiuitiallx in their present form, 
should hring us an income of about Rs. 140 lakhs, (»r Rs. 20 lakhs 
above our prewuit deficit. But, if we can cmint on thes<* Hills, as 
giving tis a |>eriiianeni source of revenue of Rs. 140 lakhs, the Irenefits 
that we shall gain will l>e far in excess of the comparatively small surplus 
that w^e shall obtain over fuir prewuit deficit. In the first place, given<»a 
nuMlerate surplus on which we can j>ermaneutly count, we shall be able 
to raise a loan for capital exjuniditure. therebv relieving our revenue 
budget. Memlrers of this rouneil of all shades of opinion, who have 
any exp<u‘ietice of financial administration* hB^e urged on the Govern- 
ment the necessity of t4\kiiig this course. Tf is not sound that ^ gfl^t 
Government or a grt'at Torporatioii should dcirav the cost of its 
capital scln^ies fnmi revenue. We have had to do that hitherto, 
Irecanse we have neter had any assuied income of our own, hut now 
that we have got an assured income, we should take the first oppor- 
tunity of putting our finances on a sound footing by financing capital 
works front loans. That is the first advantage which an assured 
surplus would give ue. 

In the second place, if we are in a position to raise a loan for 
capital works, we can safelv reduce our balances to a very moderate 
figure; as at present advised, we think that Rs, 20 lakhs would he 
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aufficieiit foi* iliia jHirpoae. If we addpt tbiR eoTirnc, our re%"enue deficit 
nexi year will he reduced to Ra. S«) lakha, and we ahottld hare a 
reveDiie aurplas of about Rs 60 lakha available for new acheraea. With 
the aid of thia aurjdua and of the loan for capital worka, Miniatera ahould 
be able to inaugrurate a policy of eximiiaion of the activitiea of the 
tranaferred departnientH — a matter winch ia pn*s<k»d ujion ua in the frreai 
inajorily of the non-official reaolutioiia that an* moved in the Council. 

What I have said is ba^ed upon the uHauiiiption that we can count on 
this taxation as a permanent source of levenue, or a( any nite, that we 
can l»e assured that the taxation will not la* lemiited unless we ire( a 
( orrespondiif' amount of revenue from other souices 1/et us consider for 
a moment what would hap|**'n if the taxation Bills were limited to a 
j?eriod of three years. At the end of three years, (here will l»e a new 
Council. Tf that Council refused to renew the taxation Bills, and if the 
Government of India re-imposed the provincial contribution of 
Rs. 63 lakhs, we should he faced w'ith another dfdi(M't api>roiiclunfr 
2 crores of rufiees. With this pnisjiect in view, 1 doubt very much 
whether Government wouhl be justified in raisin;? a loan for capital 
works. It would very risky for Government to bunlen itself with 
a loan, when it knew very well that then* was at least a risk, whioh 
it would have to ta^^e into account, of a large deficit at the end of 
tliree years, and the possibility of having to meet the loan charges 
by curtailing essential administrative requirements, If, th<»n, we 
decided that the prosjiect of this taxation being available for thnx* 
years only did not justify n> in raising a loan, wc should not find it 
fiossible to leduce our balances much lielow th**ir present figure of 
Rs. 50 or lls. 60 lakhs, t would remind the f’onncil that our defic'it 
for next year has h<*en reduced to Rs. 120 la^hs by cutting out all 
provision for new capital works. It is 'obviems, howex’er. that this 
state of affairs (‘ould not continue indefinitely. Urgent demands for 
ci^ital works are sure to lie pressed upon us by all departmefiiia— tfi 
fact they are coming in nowr much more frequently thaJi I «are to m ao 
and we should have to c<»ns<*rve our haianoes to laei-t demands of (his 
nature. The result is that our suf^tia next year would be reduced 
to^he difference between om deficit and the proceeds of the new 
taxes, ethat is to nay, we should have a surplus of only almut 
Rs. 20 lakha «id we ahould have to keep this for . apital works and for 
IIm Jietnal growth of recurring expenditure. It would not*he possible 
far M to launch out on any new schemes of any magnftude involving lecur* 
ring expenditure. Our position for tbe next three yenrs during which 
the taxes will be in force would be the same. 'Phe most we could 
expect would be a small annual revenue surplus of Ra. 20 lakha or io 
for three yearn with the prospect or at lixwit the poaatbility of a huge 
ddloii at the eud of that period. 5?o I aay that it these taxation Billa 
are Itmited to a period of three years, we shall be fb very much the 
position as at present. We should have no money to spare lor 
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new flcbempff, however deserving, or however much they may be 
deaired by tbi» (>»aBeiI or the country. Surely « this is not a state of 
affairs that can be desired by any member of this Council, least of all 
by th<wie who are always pressing upiin us the urgent need for si^bemes 
of development in the transferred departments. %Surely, it would be 
ver> much l»etter to take the bull by the horns; gi\e ns this taxa- 
lion as a permanent wmree of revenue on which we can count, until 
we can :ncrease our resources in othtr ways, instead of imposing this 
rcstricrtlon of tlirtn* years in the hope that we should thert'by be 
placed in a Wlter iKisitiim to fight a battle whicG inay n(^ver come off 
and which, I have will alimmi certainlv not come off in the 
form W'hich the advocates <J this measure iintlripnte. There will he 
plenty of time between m»w and the 8th of March, when the taxation 
Bills will come up for discus'* ion, for memWs of the Council to think 
over the situation, and T trust that the remarks which I have made to- 
day will rcicive their careful consideration. 


Thf Btngal SUiiifi (AnwfidnMfit) Bill, 1922. 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. J. Ht KERR: 1 Is'g to Jirestmt the n*fs)rt of the 
iSelect (\)mmittec on the Bengal Stamp (;\mendment) Bill, 1922. 

Here again w'<» have iiuide a few sinall altenitionn in the way of relief 
to the poorer clasHes. We have also made iitjp)rtan( alleratifuis in 
rbafting to meet various points <if legal diffi^ tiltv which will arise from 
the fact that Bengal will in future have its own stamp law. These altera- 
ti(ms are mostly of a technical nature, and I do not think T need take up 
the time of this (\>unril hy dcscrihiug them. 


OifiiiiHlt (or Grants. 

Th# DERUTY«PREBIDENT: 1 am informed that there are no 
demands to he made to the (Vtincil at this meeting. ^ 


Ballot for rowlutionr-Finanoo Bills. 

Tho OIPUTY-PREBIOENT. A ballot for resolutions admitted for 
the 27th Fclintary will he held in the Committee Room in the To^n Wall 
at 11 A. If. to-morrow. 

I have niw> to inform the members that His Excellency the Governor 
has ffxei! the 8th to Jie 10th Man'h and the 14th to 17th for the motions 
for the consideration and passing of the three Finance Bills. . 

Copies of the report of the Select Committee on the Couri-feea Bill 
are now placed in the hands of members. It is hoped to place copiee of 
the other two Bills, with the report of the Select Committees thereon, in 
the hands of members to-morrow or at the latest by the 24th. 

Notice of amendments to the Bills should be sent so as to reach the 
Secretary by the 2nd March at the latest. 
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iHif Btmgal HuhaiiiiiNMtafi Marriagei and Oivaroaa 

Ragittralion (Amandniaid) Bill, 1321. 

•HAH sVeD EMDADUL HAQ .spoke in Bengali. The KiiKlinh 
tranBlaiion of hin sp«*e('b in as follow?*: — 

A« the opinions of all the puhlie IxmIii'n to whit li the Bill was cirtni- 
lated have not yet h^n rw eivinl and as the Bill, under the rules of husi- 
ness, will laps«* if no furtiuu itiolioti is iiiud«* now, I move for the leave 
of the iloime to defer the motion ft>r referemn* to a Select t'oinmitte** to 
a later session. 

The motion was put and ajfre<*d t^K 

Rasolutiont 

(undar the rulas for the discussion of matters of general pubMo interest). 

Recruitment of Indian Deputy Commissioners, Calcutta Pdioe. 

Mr. BldOY PROSAD 8INCH ROY • 1 move that this (\iutieil 
Recommends to the^ioveiiinteni that steps be taken so us to provide that 
half the numl»er of Deputy (’ommi^sioners of the (’ulcutta Boliee lie 
Indians. ’’ 

I nei»d hardly say what is m> object in placittf^ this rescilutioii liefore 
the House at a time when a hi}^h tension of feeling is prevailing against 
the I’olicc Department and when it has to jierfonn a very unpleusanl 
duty ttf making indiscriminate arrests all over the country and especmily 
ill (.'ah'utta. Jt is a duty unpleasant f(»r all human beings and it is more 
HO for an Indian to deprive another liidiuii of his jierminal lilierty for 
which are ctinsidered by many as instances of noble sacrifice jn the 
country's cause. Whatever may lie the opinion in some (|uarters, 1 
place this resolution liefore the Hou.He w ith the greatest reluctance and I 
do it with a full iii>rist» of res|iotiMibility that if it is uctMjpttni by the House, 
and if the (tovemment are pleaecx] to give effect to 
I would im thrusting an undesirable duty on at least two 
Indian mem tiers of the Imfierial Police Service, f beg to assure the 
House first of all that, in moving this resolution, •! Iiave not 
been actuated by any prejudice against the Kiiro|:eai] roembiTs of the 
Pol ic% Service nor is it my intention to raise ^racial questions. 
My only object is to sec ure some advantages for the residents 
of Calcutta and thereby to allay, to a iwtaiii extent, 
the iU*feeling which at present exists between them and the 
authorities of the Calcutta Police. It may be interesting to know that 
the supervising staff of the Calcutta Police at present consists of 
1 Coimnissioner of Police, 7 Deputy Commissioners and 13 Assistant 
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(yominiiwiont'rN, Of thefio 20 officers, only 6 are Indians, namely, 
1 IX'puiy CommiHsioner and 5 AKsisiant OmimisKioners. The Commis- 
sioner, as the head of the Metropolitan police, is responsible to the 
111114' ni for the management of the force under him and for the 
rnaintimance of law and order in this city. The Deputy Commissioners 
are very responsible officers having direct <;hurge of the vatious depart- 
ments or the administrative units into which the Calcutta Police admin- 
istration is divided. The authority of these Deputy Commissioners is 
practically supreme in their own departments, onjy subject to a formal 
control and supervision of the Commissioner of Police. I do not think 
it is necessary for my present purpose to give further details of the police 
administration of Calcutta or of any of its departments. Areording to 
the recommemlations of (he Public Services (’ommissioii, .13 per cent, of 
the app<»intments in the Imperial Police Service should b<* given to the 
Indians. Of these IW per cent, two-thirds should lie appointed by direct 
recTuitment and one-thini b\ promotion from (he Deputy Su|»erintend- 
ents, l»ut up till now there was no direct recruitment, and this 
(question of direct recruitment, it may be remembered, was 

thrashed out in this Council n few months ago by my learned friend Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullik. in c^oiinecticin with the appointment of Assistant 
KufierinteiidenfH of Police*. At present there are altogether 117 offic'crs; 
of these only 13 are Indians, some of whom are permanent members e^f 
the 8<»rvice and w>n>e are only officiating memliers. So that if the n*com- 
niendations of the Public Services f\)mmission were given effect to, the 
number should have been at least 39. Of these 39, 26 should have been 
directly rcruited and 13 should have been recruited by promotion from 
the Deputy Superintendents. 

My suggestion is that half the number of Deputy Commissioners of 
the Calcutta Police should be Indians. This would require that at least 
throf' of them should l»e Indians. This can b** effected either by transfer 
of the Indian members of the Police Service from the districts to I'tilculW, 
or by promotion of the Assistant Commissioners of the Calcutta Police. 
The most obvious objection of Government to promotion may be that 
there are already 13 Indians— the number of promotions sanctioned by 
the 8ecretar>' of State — so no fresh appointment can be made by promo- 
tion. It imiv Ih* obsened. in reply, that the Government of Bengal ifhVe 
not very diligent in giving effect to the recommendations of the Public 
Services (^ifnmissitm, and they cannot consistently plead that they can- 
not appoint two 4ir t^ree more officers to the Imperial Police Service by 
giving promotion, I hope the Government will not attempt to put forth 
this plea of statutory bar. 

In thesiwdays of constant trouble and political agitation, the super- 
vimng officers of the Police S«»rvice have constantly to come in ctmtact 
with political agitators and to face very difficult situalions— aituations 
which require presence of mind, sobriety of judgment and Uct in hand- 
ling. Calcutta, as the capil*il of the Presidency, and centre of leartag, 
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in luitundly the nursing ground of all political agitations. So it it 
neoitaary that officers of the (^alcutta Police should be coiupfised of men 
possessing wider knowledge of human nature and enjoying confidence 
b<^h of the Qovernment and the public alike. The Public Services 
Commission and all other bodies which have investigated into the condi- 
tions of serfices in this country have recommended, without exception, 
the admission of a greater number of Indians in the Public Services, and 
this recommendation has been re}M*ated not only because the number (»f 
qualified Indians is i^dually increasing, but also because Indians have 
certain advigitages "over foreigners, however great the efficiency of the 
latter may They never learn the language of the country and get 
very little opportunity of knowing the life, manners and customs ..f the 
children of the soil. These Deputy (\immissioners of Police genenilly 
begin their career as Assistant Superintendents and, in course of five 
or six years, they come up to the position of Dt^puty Commissioners. 
These young officers are genenilly placecl over ver>' experienced Assist- 
ant Commissioners so that these Assistant (’oininiHsioners in the mime 
of “ assisting,*’ have often to coach their official superiors. Nationality, 
• official position and the ignorance of the native language of these Deputy 
(’onimis.**ioners often stand in the way of their freely mixing with thiir 
friends and act|uaintances uthei than Kiiroisniits. ami they are, therefore, 
a certain extent, 4nacce.HMible to the public. It is well known that the 
efforts of the police in detecting crimes or in handling difficult situa- 
tions are often frustrated if they ilo not get the co-operation of the pub- 
lic. The treatment accorded to some members of the public, whatever 
may be their political ofdnion, by some of the European officers of the 
Calcutta Police has made them very un|iopu]ar. Without attempting to 
cite particular instances of uncuurieous behaviour, I shall show that 
they have lost the confidenct* of the imhlic, the syinjaithy of even the 
sober, and loyal section of the citizens; this lias told tifmn their useful- 
qpss. The country expects better treatment from the Indian officers, 
and, I hope, if they are appointed to the r«s|K»nsible post of Deputy 
Commissioners either by transfer from the districts or by promotion fr<mi 
Assistant Commissioners, who will be men of great experience, they 
will be able to regain the confidenn* of the fmblic and re-establish the 
gfg>d name of the police in Calcutta. With these few words, 1 beg to 
comnfbnd the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

INOU tHUtHAN DUTTAsIn view the fact that the 
gradual Indianisation of the services is an already acqppied principle of 
the Reform Scheme, I think the proposal of my friend is a very modest 
one, and I heartily support it. Only a few months ago, ^is Council 
passed a resolution that there should be no further recruitment for 
Imperial Police Service Officers in England. The object of that reeo- 
littfoo was to give the Government an opportunity of gradually ladiani- 
sing the Police Service. After the acceptance of that resolution by thf 
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O'Ufiril, I n«»d hardly iinpreaa on the members of the Oottiicil that thin 
renolutior. has also got to be accepted, as a corollary to the other one. 

Both iii the Council and (>u4si<te, »«W»-4iffic»al members have urged that 
there should be greater the public and the Police. 

Even His Excellency the (lovemorlias been pleased to say in this Council 
that the need of (5o-operation beipijp the Police and the ptblic is para- 
mount. We have heard in thiaiapncil that the people are generally 
to blame for not co-operating witi the INdice in the way in which they 
siiotild do, but we have hardly had an opportunity (if seeing the other 
side of the shield. Ileceiitly, a police conferencre'was held in Howrah, 
representing Indian Police parts of India and in the 

presidential address of that conf«Aiee/iN|i #ere told that many Indian 
Police Officers have been taken to task ^^l^ their superior Euro|)ean 
(dfifrers for freely mixing with the peopfe.' Can you eo-operate with the 
|ieople without mixing with IhemJ' It is a serious charge and 
tiovemmenl should clear the ground by meeting the charge. ‘•At a time 
when we are all (lirect<‘d t( (•o-ojH‘rate with the Police — and even His 
Exc«'|leucy has strengthened this jwiint hy referring to it in the Couiu il — 

1 think that every facility should lie given for better co-operation between 
the INiIice and the public. It is an important fact — and it cannot be 
deuied—that European officers of the Police department do not gel an 
op|M>rluriity of knowing the sis uil structure, characteristics and habits 
of the Indian jieople, over whom they are placed in charge, so easily as 
Indian officers can. It is not an uncommon fart that they do not know 
the language of the district or the province over whi(‘h they hold sway. 
What is the result of this? The result is that they have to depend 
upon the reimrts of sulwirdiimteH who often cannot he trusted. If good 
Indian i»fficers are placed in the superior posts, we shall surely see greater 
(^o-o|H«raiiou and belter facilities for mixing with the people than we 
see at present. Recently there have been cases, referred to by the 
Hon'ble mover of the resolution, in Palcutta, where the (onduct, the 
behaviour of some of the Euro(»ean Deputy Commissioners has Wn 
unpleasant to the people. Some of these cases are sub judiee^ and it 
would not be fair on my }uiri to make any comment on them, but the fact 
n^mains, that the people are dissatisfied and it is the paramount duty of 
the Government, in these days of stress and heart-burning, that when- 
ever they have a chance, officers should not lie sent to deal with the 
Iieofile, offi(^rs wdu> have not that requisite degree of symfuithy which is 
so tmteh needed to ipeei difficult situations. Thai is one of the main 
reasons why we demand that Indian officers, who are sympathety^ to the 
)ieo|de, should be placed in charge of these high appointments. 

With tl^se few words, I beg to support the motion. 

M MAHINDIIA CHANDIIA MITRA to support 

this reeolution. It Is necessary in the interests of the public that there 
should be greater oo-operatioti between the public and the poIk«e, a^ the 
popukrity of the police depends upon this, and this only. Why k it 
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that the police are do unpopular? Thi« question is the su1>ject matter 
of talk in various circles and, the depends only tin one thing^r«>., 

sympathy between the Many Kuropeun officers 

are not in a position to gra^ th^1||||BaDce of their daily duties, and 
they have to depend entirely ujH>n the energy and efforts of their Indian 
officers. In cases of nuirder, the iai| il i[|Bies and investigations have to be 
made by the Indian officers, and thlHlB^ct decisions arrived at, are 
based upon the reports suhinitted by th«»ni ; consequently, the first-hand 
work, the first-hand Ji^^iuiries and investgations have all to be made by 
Indian officeiw. The K u n >pcaLM>ffifl<iiBil^ not in a position clearly to 
understand dhe subject ^ Indian officer, from 

his knowledge of the hingun||H and ('ustoms of the ('ountrv, 

is in u better position to appliyPp the subje<-t matter of these impiiries. 
If all these facts are taken into considerntiiin, can there be any dtmbt in 
the minds of the luemhers of this ('ouneil that the work — the subject 
matter foi^ consideration — shouhl he left to the Indian officers? These 
are the views which 1 submit for the consideration <*f the ('ouncil. 

• Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to support this motion, 
and regard being had to the fact that I huvt* already said a h»t«bout it a 
few months ago, on the (jucstion of the desirability of intrcnlucing u large 
number of liulians iff the superior brunches of the p»»Iice, I 'do not like 
to reitenite all those arguments now ancl take up (he time of the C^nirrcil. 
To my mind the stnuigest argument in support of this motion is this: 
that we are now speaking of the Indian police servic e, and nolusly has 
a greater right \o he in that serviVe than an Indian. It is iny mother- 
land and 1 want to serve my motherland, and my right is supreme. If 
one of the basic ideas of the Heft»rin is the Indianisation of the aerviees, 
then it is iiiiK^ that something should be done in that dtr«*ction. sonie 
definite indication should l>e given by this lime that this is really whaf 
th^ Oovernment wants to do. Therefore, without taking up further 
tipie of the Council, I must say that 1 am in entire sympathy with this 
motfoD 

There is another point which I must ask Government to consider, and 
that is that then> is a large amount of dissati^action amongst the Indian 
inspectjjrs of the Calcutta Police, on account of the way in which their 
(‘latins are overbwiked in the interests of the European meiiiliers of the 
service. There are very qualified men; there are honest mffn in the 
Oalculta Police — at least there are some — and theysio not get recogni- 
tion, beiiause it is a fart that even Sergeants are promoted to the rank of 
Deputy Commissioners leaving out Inspectors of ability and unswerv- 
ing honesty, and of good reputation. Therefore, in the inie)««sts of the 
Oslcutta Police itself, there ought to be justice rendered to our Indian 
officers. 

A^in, there is no doubt that our Indian officers have shown the 
gmtesi possible courage in the face of all kinds of danger and difficulty 
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to which police officers are subjected from time to time. The GoTern- 
meni have broujfht in a half-way house — that is, the Assistant Commis- 
sioners. I’he idea in to promote them up to this place and to keep them 
excluded from the hiffher post of Deputy Commi.Hsioner. The Govern- 
ment bavc (lone the same in the Bengal Police; they have ^brought in 
Deputy SuperintendentH from promoting efficient inspectors who are 
allowed to go up to that and can never anpire to anything higher. TTiese 
half-way l|oiHeM are our enemies and it is Our duty to see that ju.stice is 
d»»ne to ourbndher Indian officers in the service.c, ,In the interests of 
justice, in the jritere.sts of g(Mwl administration, in the interests of remov- 
ing gKuit dis-^atisfaction that now exists among the Indian p(dice officers, 
1 re.spe< t fully sulm»it that this resolution ought to he given effect to. 

CHIE^ SECRETARY to COVERNillNT (Mr. H. L. Stephonsofi) : 

I .sluill htllow the example set hv the mover of this resolution and 
uv(ud the thorny (piestion of raeial antagonism of the advantages and 
disadvantageM of having a European Nervire as against an Indian one. I 
would only diverge (liis far and say that I am n<»t pr«‘pared to accept his 
statement that the Deputy Chmiini.ssifmers in Calcutta have lost the respect 
and confiihmce of the public. There in one oth(‘r pfdnt I should like to 
I’orrect him in. Me .said that most of the Deputy (’mninissioners had 
been bvimght to Calcutta after 4 or 5 years’ ‘•ervif'e The most junim* 
llsputy ('ommissioner in Calcutta at the present time ha*. 1 1 years’ servic e. 

(hmiing to the actual residution, Sir, 1 am very glad to have another 
opportunity of trying to explain to the Council what the exact situation 
is. We Inive been accused — 

Mr* BUOY PR08AD SINCH ROY* I rise to a point of order; may 
I know' when the juni(>rmt>st Deputy Commissioner was first appointed? 

Thf DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You cannot interrupt the m«mher jn 
his spt'ech. You have a right of reply. 

Mr. H. L* STEPHENSON* I shall W very glad to give the memWr 
the information he want.s afterwards. As I was saying, I am very glad 
to have this further opportunity of trying to explain what the actual 
.situation is, with regard to which there seems to have been a gnat (leal 
of misunderstanding. The Indian Police service is a sendee based on 
the same liRes as the Indian Civil Service. It is recruited on a tec'hnieal 
formula, and the lAisis of its recruit mtmt is the number of superior 
appointments tlwt are rei^uired in the province. To that is added a 
certain percentage of th(vse superior appointments to provide for train- 
ing and letHe vacancies. That percentage is worked out on an average 
basis from figurea fca^ many years past. This is periocjically corrected, 
and the whole theory is to give 66 superior appointments, winch I^hink 
is the actual number now included in the cadre. In order to give 65 
men to iheae appointmopte, you must add a peroontage to that 65 in order 
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to give you your men iu training and leave \*acanoieti. TJie whtde l>a»i« 
of recruitment i« not Uu* number of men in the ser^'ice. but the number 
of superior appointments. The Public Services Commission rw'ouunend- 
ed that a certain numl)er of these appointments should l»e listed, i.c., 
should be t)irowu open for promotion from the provinriiil branolies of 
the police 8#\'ice. At the time that they sat in Bengal, the [»er<entage 
of superior appointments then listed 5, and they rei oiniimndeil (hat 
we should gradually work up !LM) per cent. What Bengal has done is, 
that it has worked 10 per cent, and I think we may riaftn that this 

is higher than in other provinces. We are prec luded, as the mover has 
pointed ou^ fnuu going any further in working up to a higher percent- 
age, hy the orders of the Sec retary of State, in r<‘gard to the percentages; 
(hey are based on the (onsi deration of the needs of (he polic'e servic-e over 
the whole of India. 1'he present orclers regarding the rcMTuitment of 
the police servic e are that '10 per cent., not of the »upc*rior posts, hut 00 
per c'ent.*of the rec ruitment every year is to Im' recMuited from amongst 
Indians; of this 00 j>er cent, of the vacancues, one-third, vi:., 11 per cent. 

)s reserved fo? jiromotioii from the Provinrial service*. O'he ijuestion was 
raised by Bengal last year --if you preunote yemr Deputy Superintend- 
ents to the Impc*rial Police* servic’e ns .Assistant Sup<*rintendf*u( at the 
liottom, vccu arc* not doing them very muc h good. We (berefony||c'nt up 
?o the (iovernmeut (tf Irulia, who agrec*d with our views. 
coders are tliat iiisi4-cd of 11 per cent, of the viic-anc ii*s c'very ycui' l>«*ing 
set aside for promotion of Deputy Sujrerintendant, 11 f>er c'ent. of the 
superior cadre* is listed, that is to shv, instead f>f putting our Deputy 
Superintendents in at the bottom us Assistant Superintendents, we put 
them in at flie tof) Superintendents ot Pcdic’e in the superior appoint- 
ments; therefore, it is wrong, it is a false analogy to say that there are 
117 otHcers in the Im|M*iral Pcdice and only J't are Indians. There is a 
wrong analogy be< au*ce we put them in at the tc»p. The right figure is 
f?iat there are (id or ()*''» sujrerior upporntiiieiits in (he Pcdice and (» of these 
are held hv Indians— jiromoted Deputy Superintendents. 

As regards the system of taking 10 to 11 i>er c^ent. of the sufrerior 
appointment.s and listing them as oj>©n to the IVovincitil jwdice, it i« in 
lieu of the annual recruitment of 11 per cent, out of the dd per rent., 
which* was to be reserved for the Provincial jMilice. As regards the 
remaining 22 i>er cent, of the rec*ruiiment, the system is in force this year 
only, because this is the first year in which they have had ^competitive 
examination for appointment to the Indian Polic#. That examination 
was held in December, and we have already asked the Government of 
India to recommend to the Secretary of State the appointment of two 
Indians from Bengal on the results of that examination, fnd we hope 
shortly to be able to announce their oainae. Tberelore, I claim that 
the Ikngai Goremment has done its beet to carry out the recommesda- ^ 
tions of the Public Serrices Comtoiaeiott, as accepted iaalJy by the 
Secretary of State aad ParliaaMml, aod tliat they are aoi opea to the 
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ebartfe brought by the hon’ble mover that they are slow in moving in the 
matter. 

If I have succeeded in explaining to the Council what the actual 
situation is as regards the Indian Police in Bengal at large, w’e can now 
turn to what his profwsal is. The profK)Sttl is that half the Jji^puty Coin- 
inissionerH in (’alcutta shall l>e appointed from Indians. The Deputy 
Conirnissionerships in Calcutta are not isolated appointinent.s. They are 
part of the general cadre of the Bengal Police, they rank as Superintend- 
ents of Police; therefore, we cannot consider them l•,^•l>eing separate from 
the Bengal Police; they are all grouped together, and the remarks I have 
maile with regard to the listed posts of the Bengal Polii e aj^ily equally 
to the Deputy (’oinmissionerships of the Calcutta Police. We can, as 
the hon’hle mover suggested, tmiisfer thref* of the Indian Superintend 
ents from the Bengal I*oIice, and plaie them in as Deputy (yoinmissioners 
in Calcutta; hut I may say at once that (lovernment is not^.prepared 
to do this. The Indian Siipei imendents of Ihdice are men with long 
service, men who have Iw^en plaeed in charge of important districts, and 
we are not prepared to concent rale them in Calcutta without any respect 
to their duties and ( onditions of servne, merely in order to < (invert half 
the Deputy Commissionerships of (’alcutta into posts which may he held 
hy malt promoted from the Provincial serviie. Jl’hc Assistant (’oinj 
missioners in (’alcutta correspond to the Deputy Supe? iiitendents of the 
Provincial service in Bengal. They are not interchangeahle ; wcasion- 
ally a man is hrought in from Bengal; hut, us a rule, a man serves kis 
time iti Calcutta. As the moAer has pointed out, out of 12 Assistant 
Commissioners, there are h who are Indians; T presume his idea is to 
promote d of these to lie Deputy Commissioners, hut to do that, as the 
Couticil will see, would he to interfere very much with the interesU of 
the Deputy Superintendents of the Bengal Police. It will give a very 
unfair advantage to them. In 191(1 or 1917, it was represented that t^j^ 
Assistant Commissioners in (Calcutta were not having the same opportuni- 
ties us the Deputy Sujwriiitendents of Bengal, and^.for that reason we 
went U[> to the Dovernment of India and definitely got their permisaion 
to list one of the Deputy ('omiiiissionerships in (^alcutta in order to give 
Assistant ('onimissioners an opportunity of ri^ing further. 

In extending the nurulier of listed jKista, as we shall do gradually, 
from 10 to ^), the claims of Assistant (Commissioners in Calcutta to a 
proiwrtionnte amouui of that promotion will of course lie considered, and 
I cannot say at the present moment, what the actual figures will^ie, but 
when we next lh>t another post, we shall consider whether it ought to be 
a Calcutta pdst, or a Bengal post. IWyond that I do not think we can go. 

My argument, thaiefore, to the Council is, firelly, ^hat the Bengal 
Police service is an organised service based on recruitment to superior 
posts, and that we cannot upset the organisation of that service by alter- 
ing a part here and a pari there ; it must be done as a whole. The listing 
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of tlie superior posts in the Ben^rui Police as a whole is governed by the 
orders passed by the Government of India and the Secretary of State, and 
we cannot go l»eyond this. The proposal of the mover wt»uld very con- 
siderably go beyond that; therefore, Government arc not in a [KMition to 
be able to accept it. 

Mr. Bl/OY PR08AD SINCH ROY: First of all, I must nay that I 
am not at all diHap{K>inted in listening to the ‘ijs'cch of Mr. Stephenson, 
becauw* I did not ex|H*ct a more syiniKitlietii- ix’ply from the (iovernmeiit 
on a (|uestion like this, Mr. Stephenson say^ that the Kuropean Deputy 
Commissioners have not lost the confidence of the public. I am a 
member eof the public, I reside in Calcutta generally, and 
this is my opinion, and of my supporters in this (\nincil; 
and this is the i>j)imon of the Indian prcns. Mr. SU‘phenson again 
say.s that they nre men of Gj:|a*rience, the juniormost Deputy (\»mtiiiH> 
sinner ht^s 11 years’ exjs'rieiHM*. May I know when he came t-o (^ilcutta 
how many years he was in the j»olicc? In spite rd all his arguments, 
Mr. Stephenson has faile<l to (’onvince us that the (Government cannot, 
with ail consistency, give Cahutta two more Indian Deputy (Vmuuis- 
sioners. This would only lo-lp Government in gaining (he ( (ooperation 
of the public. I do not tliink I should tletuin the House any longer with 
m^ reply. * 

With these words, 1 commend my resolution to the acceptancje of 
the IDmse. 

On the motion being put, a division was taken with the follnwjng 
n*sult : — 

AYES. 


Afui, Nawatouda K. M., Khan tahaduf. 
Ahmad, Mauhrl Vakulnuddin. 

Ahmad, tliiiHfil Jafar. 

All, Mr. tyad Erf an. 

Munahl Amir 
AN, HiNiahl Ayuh. 

Arfmm w ddht, Maidvl Khandalcar. 

Axam, Khan Bahadur KJmaja Mahamad. 
Ba n ar l aa , Kal Bahadur Aatnaa Chandra. 
Bluttaaluiril, Bahu Ham Chandra. 

BtM, Mr. i. M. 

Otmmrnmri, Bahu KHharl Mahan. 
Chau dh u rl, Hal MarandraiMth. 

OhaudMi I, Sir Aahulaah. 

Dwtt, Mr. Aiay Chu ndar. 

INitU, Bahu hidu Bhuahan. 
ttiaaa, Mr. o. C. 

Ohaai, Hal Bahadur daBt n d ra Ch u n dar. 
Hah, thth tyad EmdaduL 
Karim, Maaivi Ah dw i . 

Khali, Hauivf Ma mtd nddim 


Khan, Maulvl Md. Bahaua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Hataur Bahman. 

Malllh, Bahu iurandra Nath. 

Mih’a, Nal Bahadur Mahandra Ohandra. 
Maltra, Dr. dallndra Nath. 

Muhliarlaa, Bahu Nllya Ohan. 

MuhHarjl, hrafaaaar A. C. 

Maahar, Bahu Nam Chandra, 

Bai, Bat Bahadur BaMia Charan. 

Badf, Maufvl Shah Ahdur. 

Bay, Kumar Shlh Shaliliaratamr. 

Bay OhaudhuH. Mr. KHthna Chandra. 

May Cha udh ur y, Mata Manmalhd Nhth, 
Bay, Bahu NaltnJ Nath. 

Bay, Maharala Bahadur K ihdu nMh O h dit irA. 

Bay, Mr. Bl|^ Braaad ifUBhi 

May, Bai Bahadur Latli Mahan BMih. 

Bay, Baja ManNik SIiibB. 

•arhar, Bahu Ja gath Chandra. 

Sarhar, Bahu MithinAa Nath. 

•mha, Bahu B urandra Marayaik 

• 


■Bharjaa, Nw Maa’hM tir turi n dra mm. 
Bartia, Mr. N. 

■am^'flM 0 N. 


CBiaadhurt, Dm tton^hM tht NaamB 
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rrMMtif Mr. F. C. 

Mr. 4. OampMM. 

OmM. Mr. S. W. 
ttopta, Mr, 4, N. 

Napkynt. Mr. W. t. 

HiMitlnffartf, Mr. G. T. 

Ktrr. tht Np«i*blt Mr. 4. H. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Law, ftaja llatliM Caaa. 

Malwralaaiiiraja tahatfur af tiirgwaii 
tba Han'Ma 

MIttar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. C. 

MttMaL, labu Nlrada babary. 

Maa, Mr. W 11. 

The Ay CM beirif^ A2 and the 


; lUMai, tba Han’bla ftir Abtf^ir*. 

Ray, Ral BabMhir Upanbra UU. 

Ray, Mr. Tarlt Rbuaan. 

! ffclmiar, Mr. N. E. 

I Spry, Mr. H. E. 
f lurli, Mr. H. A. 

{ Stapbanaon, Mr. H. L. 
tubrawarpy. Or. Haiaan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travtra, Mr. W. L. 

Walfb, Mr. C. F. 

Wbaatar, tba Han'bla Sir Manry. 
Wartftwartb, Mr. W. G. 

* 

Noch 'h’b the motion was carried. 


Baoteriological examination of septic tanks. 
RatMAHENDRA CHANDRA MIT^A Bahadur: 1 thit 

“ this (louncil recofiiinendH to the (ioverniiient that a sy.stenialii* 
ii'odthly bai'teriolojfical exnininatioii be curried out of a'l sejitic tank 
effluents dim hailed into the lloo^rhly river with a view to drawinjf atten- 
tion to the factors l onti ibutin^f to the pidhition of that river, and the 
results of such exaiiiinution be published monthly for the information 
of the public. 

No apology is needed for bringing up before you the ‘.uhjcit of the 
pollution of the river llooghly. To all of us, for one reason or othef. 
the purity of the river Hhagirathi is »»f the highest importance. A large 
btilk of the population living on the banks of the rivei uses its water for 
drinking and bathing purposes am) whether Hindus or Muliammadans, 
the Nuhject is one afiecting the health of millions K\en among the 
Kuropeans living on the liver banks, deatli from < lodma has lus ome a 
('ommon (S’ciirrem e. Yon are aware that a txpeof latrine known as 
septii’ tank has been introduciul soim* years ago im the river banks. In 
this latrine the exiuetn of the several thousands of coolies working in the 
mills is collected, dissolved in the water ami after some purification is kht 
inti> the river. 'Die idea of letting in such stuff into the (ianges is revolt- 
ing to all who have been ma ustometl from infamy to hiok upon the 
llanges us so sacred a.s not to Ix' forgotten even in one’s prayer. Ffow- 
ever, if sanitation demand.s that this should he .so, one at least expects 
that the purification of the water should be thorough and that^ Wfore 
letting into the river, the exerelu should l>e divested of its dangerous and 
disea-se-proAticing elements. 

The tfoveiuinenk was pleomMi to ap|>oint, in J)r. Fowler, 

F.R.s.^K.i.r., an iixpert from Kiirope, to go info the (juestion of septic 
tanks and their purifieatioii. After studying the subject for some 
months, be%ubmitte<l his report in llivs rejMirt ('ontainetl a number 

of imjmrtaut rceoinmendations, mime of which do not seem to hare been 
given effect to at all. It is not clear at whose instance the matter was 
so neglected. The l)ej>artment of Public Health owes a duty to the pub- 
lic to explain why those recommendation.s have not been carried out by 
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•^1) thorough sterilicatiou oi the ediuents. (2) storage of ' the eame 
hours before being discharged into the river. 

The Sir 8URENDRA NATH iANERdEAi What is the 

date of the report Y 

Rai MANENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs The report is 
dated 1907. Colonel Cleiiienha, in the report by Dr. Fowler, stated that 
“ there can be no inunuer of doubt that the admission of comparatively 
small quantitie.s of s^tic tank efHuents will increase the numlier of 
pathogenic bacilli present and u.s such will be a menace to health. Septid 
tank effluents of the very least quality in this country will give positive 
reaction for li C(*lt in a dilution i»f 1 / Itb(XM). Most of the eflluents from 
these latrines are very far from go<Kl, so much so, that the discharged 
fluid of the sample 5 mixed with river water gave a positive reaction for 

/y coll with a dilution of 1 lO.fKKi. 

• 

Thu Hon’blu Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Are you reading 

from the report ? 

Rii MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaduri Yes * There. 

fore, the septic tank eflluents must l>e regarded as an extremely danger- 
ous pollution even ^i small (juuntifies. The small (hemical iliflferences 
between the samples and the enormous variation from a Imcteiial point 
clearly dfinonsti.'ites this. '1 he cdfhient unsterilised ccuitains millions 
of liacilli in e\er\ fluid ounce that may he pathogenic." 

Dr. Fowler statcnl in the report already allude<l In ‘‘ as already stated 
even effluents in which the organic mutters are prac tically oxidised 
still contain an ap[uc*<‘iable number of oiganisiiis generally n*gardc‘d as 
of jcathogenic c haracter. Some niethcHl of sterilisation is conscsjuently 
called for whenever sue h effluents pass into a stream w here the wut»‘r in 
^he vicinity is us(hI for b.ithing and drinking. It js icm omimuicbsl. 
ther»*forc, that the effluent from the tank latrine or other inslullations 
should in all cases be efficiently purified by flitnition and if it is necessar3" 
to discharge the filtered effiucuits into the river, it should further l>e 
sterilistsl bv the* addition of h> fscchloriteM in adequate quantity " 

The almve extracts from the reports piihlislo'd hy Dr. Fowler, the 
S|>ecfM Officer ai>pointed by the (iovernnient for the investigation of the 
S4*pti( tanks in Bengal, make it |M*rfertly edear that Dr. I^iwlei r<*(corii« 
mended that an adec|uate dose of chloride of lime ^honld f>e added and 
that effluents should !*»* sterilised and that stenlisi»(ic»n is the most 
imfKirtant part of sewage purifu'ation. It is, therebere, obviously neces- 
mry to find out by actual b«cteriob>gi<aI examination wb^her the efflu- 
ents have really been effectively sterilised or not. Such inforrmitiori can 
be gf)t only from the Imcteriological examination of the effluent, ft 
appears, however, that no becteriotogical examination is done and that 
only a chemical examination is carried ont. 



ii BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINA'IIOK. [2(kH Pm>. 

. * . 

Ail pointed out by Colonel Clemesha in the above report, the chemical 
aiial.vHifi hIiowh only amall differences and a bacteriological examination 
is conse([uentIy absolutely nwressary to show whether the objectionable 
organisms therein present have been killed or not. In this connection, 
1 must confess to a feeling of suqirise that the Sanitary Department 
should not have done this work of its own accord and that it should bo 
necessary for us to bring this matter before the Council. 1 now hope 
that the Council will set a seal of approval uu my resolution. 

Itii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 dy not know whether ii 
is my good fortuiuMir misbirtune that 1 happen to live on the luiuks of the 
river (iatiges. As one who is aiquaiiited with the preset polluted 
condition of the str<‘am, as one who is aware of the fact that many people 
in these parts of the country sin t unib to cholera after using this polluted 
mater, and as one who is also aware of the difficulties of the riparian 
municifialities in the matter of good drinking mater, I think, it is 
impiTatively necessary that such steps as are recommended ih the reso- 
lution should be taken. Any (loverniiient mhich has the least regard for 
the lives of its subjects, I think, cannot but accept such a proposition- 

With these fem' words, I l>eg to support the resolution. 

Thi Hofi'Mt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I am one of those 
unfortunate human beings, mho is u resident on h^ie l>ank of the rivey, 
and 1 have lived there for 50 yi'urs and I havt* livisl a happy, healthy and 
contented life. 1 entirely sxmpulhise mith the Iljiidu feeling that 
the riv<‘r (lunges is saeiTd : it is a deep sentiment, hoary m ith age, 
eonsecraUMi by tradition and it ought to la' res|M‘< ted by the (lovein- 
menl of the country ; and speaking on behalf of thf (iovernment, I desire 
to say that me <b» respect that sentiment, Itut the i|iiestioii that me have 
to consider to-day is a practical <»iie. My friend, Hui Muhendra Chandra 
Milra Huhudur, rei ommeiids that me should have a monthly bacterio- 
logical exmination of the efHueiits discharged into (he river. Well, I 
willing to meet him half-may in this matter, and 1 am quite sure he will 
accept my proisisal. We are piepansl to mak«* these examinations from 
time to time. We think it is a matter of importance that these exami- 
nations should Im* made, and we are prepared to comply with niy friend’s 
re<iiiest, consistently with our resoiines. consistently with the organi- 
sation and the staff at oui diniHnud. I think that ought to be uccl»ptab)e 
to my friend. 

There are, hom*ever. one or two considerations mhich I desire to sub- 
mit for the judgment of this Council. In the first place. Dr., Benily 
is preparing a rejmrt on the very quesfion, it is now in the Press, and we 
have not s<^n it yet. When that re|wrt is reaily, it will be my duty, as 
well as my pleasure, to send a copy of it to my friend. On the baais oi 
this re|M»rt. me proiH>se to take I'omprehensive action in this matter. 
Therefore, anything that we can do now would be in the nature of a 
piecemeal operation. I am sure my friend will agree that in view of 
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tluii report which we expect very ehortly and upon the baitiN of whkh we 
deeire to undertake a comprehensive pitigraiiime, any definite action of 
the kind proposed in the resolution would W premature. 

Then^ there is this further point which is to Iw borne in mind, namely, 
that if you have these exaininutions, it would l)e necessary to act uptm 
their results, it would be necessiirv to act upon the materials which these 
examinations will furnish to the (foverninent. We must have 
a machinerj' and we must huA-e n Kiver Pollution Preventive 
Act. We have not ^(»t the machinery and we have not got 
the Act. Thirdly, thfre is the eternal <)ues(ion t»f exfiense which 
has to be considered- We have just listened to the doleful figures of the 
budget. We have not got the money and the examination, whit'h my 
friend suggests, would cost us something like Us. H.tMHt a year; and 
then we have not only not got the money hut the money <’ould not be 
spent unless and until we had a regular comprehensive programme of 
work on which to incur this expenditure. 1 hc»pe my friend will realise 
that the points which I have just urged deserve the serious consideration 
on the p>ari of this ('ouncil ami of thi* tooernment. I wish to assure 
Jiim of my deep) synip)athy with his motion. I wish to assure him that it 
is one of my objects as Minister of Public Htniith to p>revent 
the p)ollution of the river by the dis< harge of these etfiuents. My frieml 
lyay know that my sj^mpmthy is not mere lip-deepi; and he knows pierfect- 
ly well that it was owing to my intervention that a certain factory near 
Hooghly, just at the head of the water-sup>p»ly, which wanted to discharge 
its etfluents into the river, was pireA’eiited fn>ra so doing. The 
Manager of tliis factory ha*< agreed to ilivert the effluents into the 
ctuintry-side. 'riiut seems to he the p)ro|>er method of dealing w ith these 
effiiients. We hove got tlxse instalutions there. We have got thesis 
factories discharging their effluents into the river. All that we can do at 
present is to make these disc harge*% as iiiiioeuous as possible. We have 
ihsucmI an order that these etfluents must U* sterilised. I find that only 4 
factories have compdied with this order, and I have directed that the 126 
mere factories mu.st W cull<‘d u|kiii to steriliiie their eflHuents. Therefore, 
my friend will understand that I am really cemseious of this danger and I 
hope that in view of the assiiram e that 1 have given, namely, that we 
shall hold these bacteriological examinations at reasomihle piericKis and 
as oftea as we can. consistently with our resources and with our orgunt* 
sation and the staff at our dispmsal, he will see his way to withdraw the 
reaolution. 

« 

Hal JiAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Satuidiir: Ju reply, I Ing to 
•uhmit that I have brought the resolution before the fVmncil pursuant to 
a sense of duty which I am to pierforin here. I know the fUfli equities in 
which the people in the localities are placed and no one knows more than 
the Hon'hlei^ir Surendra Nath, for it was he who brought the subject 
for the consideration of the flovernment years ago. Trhen he was a 
journalist, in many issues of the Bengalee he hitiught the matter to the 
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notice of the Government, but nothing effective was done. I brought 
this subject to the notice of the old Council and the whole question was 
not taken into acc ount except that an inquiry was made by Government 
officers. The matter stopped there and no further inquiry was made. 
The Hon’ble the Maharftjudhiiaja Itahadur showed great sympathy on 
the (K’casion and he t<M>k active interest by recommending an invgti- 
gation into the matter and I am gmteful to him for what he did. The 
matter hIimkI there, no rep<irt was submitted and we vrere told that 
l>r. Bentley was engagcsl in this connection. Ilien it came up with a 
kindred matter, nainelv, that a new mill was stalled at Bansberria and 1 
appealed to the IIonTde Minister for help. He was very kind and he 
helped the riparian municipalities of the locality, and the ‘result is that 
the effluent diNcharges have been slopped and that the company executed 
a guarantee hond to the Government, So far right. But it i.s highly 
nec^essarv that a hacteriologic’al examination should he made as I submit 
(’hemicu! examination of no pno ticiil use. 1 think that l)r. Bentley 
will be greatly lielped if such an examination be made. 

Th# Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I think my 
friend, the Hai Bahadur, has misundiTstood me. I have said that in 4 
mills they lmv(» sU*rilised the effluents and in 12t) mills they have not. 
The orders of Government are tliat all the ( HluentN 'ihould he sterilised. 
Therefore, these mills are uelirig ef»ntrar\ to the orders of the (hiveWi- 
meiit and we intend to tak*' the net i'ssary st*'ps in the matter. 

Rii MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I am thankful to 

the lirm'hle Ministei for u'^xuiing me (Imt strong .steps aie being taken. 
In fact the (dijert of moving this residution is to have effective steps 
taken in this eonneetion If that is done, the matter is at an end. The 
Hon’hle Minister has told tlie ('ouncil tfiat a large sum of money w ill he 
mu'cssarv for having monthly haeterndogical examinations. But Gov- 
ernment might not to grudge to incur this exjH*nditurt‘ to save millions 
oi the jsmple. It is u matter for consideration whether 1 should press 
that monthly examinations In* held. Bather I should think that 
examinut ions fie made from tune to time and at reusonalde intervals and 
that will fa* sufficient for the puriio.H<» of meeting the point at issue. 
Government will 1 m' in a jiosition to know in which mills sterilisation is 
not done and in w hich mills it is done. I do not wish to press Ae resolu- 
tion at |f>*s<mt, n.s I know very well that the Hon’ hie Minister has 
symimthy from tlio heart. I am led to think that he may lie in a position 
to carry out merits of the resolution I hare submitt.H) to the 
Council. If nothing Ik* done, 1 will trouble the Council once more. 

0ns thing mors I would submit to the (\nincil. The River Pollution 
Prsvsntive Act is an Act which we have been dreaming for a long time. 

TKt HoiPIt Sir iURlNDRA NATH BANERdEAs You will not havs 
to dream very long. 
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M MAHCNDRA CHANDRA MITRA iahadlir! When the matter 
wat brought before the old Council, the Hoii’ble Maharajadhiimja Bahmlur 
gave U8 an inkling of this matter. He also told u« at the time tliat 
there would be a Kiver Poilutiori Preventive Act. 1 am not tiure. how- 
ever, whether the River Pollution Preventive Act will be eonfineil to 
Bengal or to the whole of India. But that is n subject for the Council 
to consider. What I do submit to the (\uincil is — sav%» us from the 
river pollution. The Act will cc»me into (»peration ^lerhaps after 
d or 4 years. Are we to sit quite or are we not to take stejw on the gnutud 
of public health? lUe H(»u’hle Minister sa>s that there will l>e a 
River Pollution Preventive A«t. but the Act wiW uot satisfy me nor my 
constituency at all. I re|>cat that effective steps U' taken mtcr. 
However, in view of the defimtr assurance given by the HoiiMde Minister, 
I am obligt*d at present to withdi-aw tlu ivfMdutiou to-day. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Withdrawal of rasotutions. 

Tho DEPUTY*PRE8I DE NT S ( )wing to tlu absence of Maulvi 
Arahuruddiri Aliiiusl and Maulvi Alalul Jublwr Pahlowun tlie following 
nvMilution.s standing in tluor names resjMU’trvelv, arc' deeuicd to Ih' with- 
d?awn: — 

Thjs Couiu'i! recoinniciuls to the (lovernment that the real- 
nation of interest on arnsirs of rent in excess of the rate fixed by 
Government l>e declared illegal even when the ereiiitors have previous 
contracts with the debtors.” 

” This Council recommends to the (biveinrncnt that the village 
chaukidan system W immediately abolished.” 


Dial axponsot of Indian pationU* 

Or. HA88AN SUHRAWARDY: I move that ” this C^iuncil 
recommends to the Government that the allowance of diet ex|xuises of 
Indian patients per head in the Medi<'al (’ollegw* Hospital, the 
Campbell Hospital, and otbtn Gnveniimmt Hospitals be brought up to 
the same uniform standard for patients who are classed as Kuro|H 5 aDs.” 

Tile House might rememlKT that in answer to n qtiesiiorwput by me 
at the last session, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Naih Banerjea replied 
that iki^diet expenses allowed for all classes of Indiaq jiatients at the 
Medical College Hospital and the Campbell Srhool Hospital is nearly 
half of what is allowed to European {latienU and fhose # rlaseed as 
European and to Indian ('luij>tians. 

This matter baa for a ver$' long time been causing a lot of bad 
feeling in the minds of the Indian community. During the incumbency 
of the late Sir Pardey Lukis, the late popular and kind-bearied 
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Principal of the Medical College, the diet expooFCA of Indian patients 
were brought up to a higher standard, ond detiiiile attempts were made 
to improve its quality for (he first time within recent years. It often 
hap])ens — and I have got exjHrience <jf the fact as 1 was House Surgeon 
in the Medical College TTospital — that one cunnot diet a patient of the 
hhadmloff class within the standard Kcale of diet expenses allowed per 
head. The diet scale was intieasiMl from nearly Rs.0-4-0 to Rs, 0-6-6 
hy (Colonel Lukis, very recently it has h(H»n increased to Rs. 0-8-0. 
Rut in tliew* hard times, it doea not carry one very far. What I feel 
is that the exj^enditure on milk and sago ctiiild not be higher for 
Kuro{H*ans than it is for Indians. 

1 . 

Sir A8UT0SH CHAUDHURI: Is the rice and milk of two different 
kinds? 

Dr. HA8SAN 8UHRAWARDY: 1 cannot sav for the milk, hut I am 

f 

ufiiiid the nee is of a diffen nt ijuality. 

How(‘vei, it is quite |H)*;sihle that |>eople wh(. are brought up to 
a higher standard of living will re<juire greater exiH*nditure 
compared with those who i»ie brought up to a simpler moile of life; 
hut I fall (o see how milk and sago could cost more for one and less 
for anolher. , 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Is the milk supplied by two 

different contractors ? 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I do not thn.k so. 

At any rate, it is only eonvalescent Indian ami Euro|K*an patients 
or those who are waiting in hospital for an oi>eration who would 
nMpiire iliffen'ut kinds of <l«el. 

It seems a cuiious anomaly that a hhuimfotf Bengali patient 
gt*ts Us. l)-8-0 a day, while his s<*rvan1, if hi* la* an Indian (’hri.stlhn, 
can get Re. IdM) a ilay as the limit of his diti exp<*nses. Therefore, 
what 1 suggest to the House and to the Hon’ hie Minister is that the 
limit of diet ex|M*mMw should 1 m» brought uj> to the same standard for 
all classes. irres|S‘ctive whether thes are KunqHMins, Indians Africans 
or Indian (Miristiaiis. They should all have Hie same limi^ of diet 
expends ami get u iliet accoidiug to what the Doctor thinks is Wst 
for Uiem.^ I do not think it is imjHissihle for an Indian jmtient suffering 
from pneumonia to get more than Rs. 0-8-0 a day. 1 think he can be 
allowed a few Annas more as ex tins if onlered by the House Sm'geoii but 
ao con the European iHitmnts get extras, but there is a limit to gmng 
extras, tf a House Surgeon acquires a reputation of giving extra* to 
a largo number of bis patient*, be will ihhiii find bis place ontside the 
words. Tberefote. it ia obvious, specially at the present time, that all 
invnlious distinctions should be lemovwT We ore aboliahing the invidi- 
ou* distinction* in the jail* between higher and lower oloaoe* ol 
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ludiatt political prisoners and between Europeans and Indians, and I 
moved a resolution the other duy to this effett which has lieen passM 
by this House. 

I trust that the Hon’ble Sir Atxl-ur-Rahinr.s n‘friiiu* wdl Is* reniein- 
t>ere<l by these changes over and alrove what have l»een aluMidy itiiiugu- 
rated by him for the improvement of the dail diet penerally, I am suia 
that for the sick people of all classes, a uniftrrm standard of allowance for 
sliet, in all (loverninent Ib'spituls will mark the administration of our 
worthy and popular Mi^iister. the noni>le Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, 
who hius already brought about wi muc h reforms m; the medic al dejwirt- 
ment, often, in the words of a distinguished meiiilnM of the Indian 
Medical Service, w ith a su|sTb disregard for the “ red Iuih*.” 

Dr« JATINDRA NATH MOITRA; 1 have gu-it pleasure in support* 
ing the restdution of my friend Dr. Suhruwatdy. 1 have |M*isonally 
work(‘d for •several yeai*s in the* premier Medical ('ollege of Hengal and 
have always felt the nec*d cd improving the diet oi Indian imtients on 
s4«vcml (K'casioiis. Several memlM'rs of this (\,»incil felt the ncH*d aa 
will l>e evideneed by the sc*\eral inter|Hdlntions here on this iwrticular 
subject, and Dr. Suhrawardv has elicited the* n*pl\ that Indian {Nitients 
nowadays get Hs. 0-8-0 each a day, while* the Ilurc^jwnins get Ue, 1-0-0 
eaali a day. In 1010, •that is the lust Near whc'u I was House* Surgc*on 
in the Mcnlic-al (\>llege. it was Its. 0-4-0 for Indian patients and 
Its. 0-12-0 for Kurof^eun patients. The Indian patients are as much 
iiuman Wings us Euro}>c*aii pfitieiits, and I do not understand why a 
racial discriininatjon should bc' ailow^ed even amongst the* HufTc*ring 
public. I'he diet that is alh'wed to the Indian {mtients is generally 
•*U( h as cun hardly W consuinc'd by the* hhti/ftulofj class, esjs'cially 
when they are ill, and an improvement of the dietary is vr»ry urgently 
called for. 

•With these* few remarks, I whole-hearted 1\ supfrort the resoliittcrn. 

TIm HOfPble Sir 8URENDRA NATH 8ANER4EA: Ut me tell the 
House in connection with this resolution that I have b<H*n erigagc*d 
in considering this question since I assuiiied the offic*e of the Minister 
in charge of the Medic'al Dejmrtinent. I think it was in April, or even 
earlier, PwTote to Colonel Bamardo, who was then the Princijial of the 
MfHlical College, to look into this matter. I bad received ^^mplainis 
from various <|uarfers — and a popular Minist#T hein||: ac*cessible to alt 
necessari^' receives com|daints from all sources — and so I asked him to 
look into the matter and submit to me a re|»ort. In this connection, I said 
that it would be a wrise thing if be could see his way to appoi||t a C^im* 
mittee of students for the purpo«M» of sufjervisieg the dietary' arrangt^- 
ments of Indian patients. I am afraid nothing came out of ray suggea- 
tion, but the question has always been present to my mind, and I thank 
my friend Dr. Suhrawardv for bringing it up and placing it in Uus 
anthoritative fashion before the Council. 



.-HI 


DIET EXPENSES. 


« [20th Feb, 


One or two misapprefierirtionf* appear to exis% and I deaire to take 
afkfiniHffe of thin opjfortuaitv to do iny liest to leinove them. I do not 
think that thewe dintirirtioris to whicli refercricf* has been made were 
hawed ufK)n racial cousiderations. Undoubtedly they are liable to 
that interpretation. 1 quite admit that, but T think — and I can speak 
iw an indetwMuhMjt jK^rson unconnected with Oov^'rnnient — that what was 
at the back of the mind of the (ioveniinent in tliose days was that the 
habits of the two classes ot patients were different and consequently 
this distinction was made. Thai, I believe, really the motive that 
underlay these distinctions to whidi reference has been made. I, at 
any rate, and I am sure this (’ouncil will gfive n-e credit ^for it, would 
strongly objc^ct to the inauguration or the continuance of racial distinc- 
tions of any kifid in ufiv department o\er whidi 1 have the honour to 
preside, 1'herefj>re, I would ask tlie ('ouncil to di'^miss from their 
minds all considerations affeclinj; the racial question. I think there 
is a f^rievance — a substantial grievance — in this matter to whi^h reference 
has be»‘n made in tl)e juililic press and rm th" j)ublic platform, and it 
is a grievance wliich (loveinmeiit is bound in duty to consider. It is 
a knotty, a ditticull and a delicate ipiestion I pio|H)He on behalf (it 
(lovernment to appoint a «‘ommittee for tiie purpn'»(‘ of looking into this 
matter and sulmiit a re|Kirt. and 1 would straight, cf1 mentifui the itame.s 
of the memliers of the committee. The Princijwl tif the Medical College, 
Sir Nil Itatan Sarkar. Dr. Has.san Suhrawardv. and Mi Mngendra Lai 
Mitter will form the committee, (iovernment will apisiint a committee 
consisting of these gentlemen to look into this matter and .submit a re{X)rt 
to (iovernment at an early chite. 1 bo|H* mv frieii,! will be satisfied with 
this and see his way to withdraw his resolutiou. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I suggest tlml a few more namea 
should ts' addc'ci. 

Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA: In that rase it will bo too 
cumbrous. 

BiSM SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: M.iV I inquire if Indian 
patients can digest less than Kuro|)ean patients? 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: I have already answered the 
question put by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. It is eerily during the 
period of Convalescence or in the case of persons waiting in hospitals 
for operation that any distinction can take place. 

As to the termi^of reference to the committee, I take it we jhall have 
our duties clearly laid down and we shall do our best. The committee 
which th^ Hon’ble Minister has proposed, I think, will be able to do 
the work very well. Sir Nil Ratan Sarkar is well known to the medical 
profession and outside, and Dr. Mrigendra I>al Mitter was for nearly 
10 years the Teacher of Surgery in the Campbell Medical School and is 
now the Profaaaor of Surgery in the Carmichael )fedical College at 
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Belgatchia and Surgeon to the College Hospital. Both these gentle* 
men are very exi>erienoed persons with knowle<lge of dieting in Ike 
Campbell Hospital and in institutions outside the Meiiiral College. The 
other member proposed is the Cnnnpal of the Medii al College, who is the 
adniini-strative head of the Medieal College and Hospitals ronneiHed 
With it. 1 have also been mentioned as u member of the pro^msed 
cmnmittee. I was also (’(innec'tetl with the Mednuil Cidlege anti the 
.(College Hospital, with some breaks on and oflf from CHtS to litUi. unu 
may Im» of some servii-e^ I accept th«‘ llon’ble Minister's suggestion for 
the appointment of a eommittee tc» look into the details of the pointa 
rai-sed in this resolution and on that assurunee I do not press my 
resolution. 

1 he motion was th«*n, by leave of the (Niuncil, withdraw'n. 


Bengal Leper Settlement. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 move that “ this (\>uneil 
rec-oinmends to the (Toveinment that a sum of Ks. hO.tKHI he provided in 
, the ensuing budget so that an immediate start may be made with the 
ecmslruction of the Bengal I.c^jier Settlement, the land having been 
prorured for the (rovernment hy private gift.” 

1 ask the CoumTl to support this resolution. A gcmermis donor 
having provided the money necessary for the purchase of the land and 
the (lovernment thus having pnwurcul a .site cef 700 arres in MidnafKire 
distriet for a leper settlement. 1'his site was selected Ufum the advice 
of experts, wlio agreed that it would furnish all the rrupiireinenlH 
nc’cessury for (he making of an ideal Leper Settlement. 

The facts briefly put are that a draft scheme for a Leper Settlement 
for LfKtO lepers was drawn up at the recpiest of the (lovernment by the 
Missicen to l.epers Secretary for India and tentatively approved by the 
(lovernment. The scheme will caist lU. 4.(K).000 but the amount will be 
spread over a number of vears. and I fear that if this amount. lU. 50,000, 
is not provided for in the c*nsuing budget, then the scheine will I>e held 
up for another year. 

I feel the case is so urgent anci important that this Council will give 
fully th«ir sympathy and supjmrt. 

All must have the utmost regret that this awful scourge sj^iuld he ao 
prevalent in Bengal. 

Acco^ling to the census of 1911, there are 17, WI lepers in this 
province and authoritative experts state that these figures are und<^r- 
estimated, that 50 |>er cent, should he added to this. In th| report of 
the Commissioner of the Burdw'an Division, dated the lOth April, 19^, 
the following statement is made:— 

The district of lUnkura is deecribed in the oeasas report of 1011 m the hbefcesi 
leper spot in the wtwle ol Isdie. Oo* ol ee er y 10,000 pepwleiioti ee many m * 28 
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Theiie figure* are appalling aii^ iMting disgrace to Bengal. The pi«- 
•etft Asylum in Bengal provides accommodation for only 5S4 lepers. 
This new scheme for a Jioper Settlement will accommodate 1, 000 lepers 
with possibilities of enlarging; therefore, I trust to-day will be the 
commencement of the wiping out of this disgraceful' and unenviable 
position we hold in Bengal. 

We know that leproay waa, at one time, prevalent in Europe; that by 
the uHl of Han.tation, isolation an,l < Ieanline»«, it has been driven out 
exeepl, perhnjii, in Turkey and— a few, very few caseft— in Norway. 
Ihu» we know that Ihia lainentahle and preventable diaeaee ran by 
proper treatment, Iw eradirated from thia province. ■ ’ 

The Asylum in Hankura ia maintained by the Mission to lepers, with 
aid from (loverninent. It ran only rare for 11,0 lepers, while the number 
of mendicant lejwrs in this district is over l,filH). I ask you Sir how 
IS It possible to utilise the amende, I la-per A. t, when (lovem’meiit does 
not provide AsylumsP 

The f.dlowinjt list will show that Bengal d,«>s less for these unfortu- 
nate crtMiUircM than any province in India:— * 


I,«'|K!rK 
(In Atylum) 


... 10,303 

(In A««\luiii) .. 

KstiiimWfi nuiiilHsr in India 
I*‘i*»* ill A«)liim 


Dffbifftl. 

Itltur. 

Madrttn. 

Colbri 

CrorinoM. 

17,482 

16,936 

16.64H 

14,500 ^ 

534 

1 ,4.36 

935 

891 

lV>fnh«x. 

CrririneM. 

Dtirias. 

AMftm. 

Paajah. 


7,307 

I.40'> 


7.03l» 

m 


4,372 

103 


3,09V 

360 


1.50 
H 89<> 


Surely it biwomes this Ugislative Council to endeavour to eradierte 
this dis^ace . By granting the sum of Rs. bO.OOO, thisMkir ail that is 
required at present ^ make a most needful immediate commencement to 

to cost Rs. 4,00,000 and as the amount would be required in instalments 
spreading oyer a jieriod of about four years; thus not hampering the 
tax-wer with a large amount in any particular year. Think what a 
relief wo«.d bo afforded to these poor suffering creatures by enabline 
them to receive proper nrtdieal treatment in a sanatorium equipped to 
administer prophylaetio and therapeutic aid. 

• Mfeguard and relief that aurb an 

uiatituiiofl would b« to the citiiens and visitors to Bengal. 

Do you realiae the danger of contagion we all encounter through the 

ST*!! ‘■y "“fortuuato^pr 

dShLg’* ffwerios and fuod.stu£rMd 

t 
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Wlule Teoofpiiiamg that kptocty moat |iVaTal«iit among the aaiitaa 
whieh stand very low on tna 9ocia!^mNlH>nomic laddor» it is not un- 
known amongst Uie middle and samindar Masses. 

The Police census of 1919 gives the iiumW of over 1 J(K) leper beg- 
gars m Calcutta* This must be stopped. We must get at and prosiH'iUte 
those human vampires who fatten on others misfortune; I refer to the 
sirdar lepers, who finding that the kindly and charitably dispo«M*d readily 
, part with money in answer to appeals from these poor creatures thereby 
bringing profit to themselves. 

This menace to the health of the romnmuity should l>e ended now that 
the amende^ lieper Act of Iasi year makes it possible for any Provincial 
Government to compulsorily segregate the pauper and Ivegging lepers in 
its province. 

% 

We must free the streets from these unsightly infected Iwggars in 
Calcutta ajd the surrounding villages. Thus not only alleviuting'^heir 
misery hut preventing the spreading of contagion and infection among 
tliose who come iu touch with them. 

us start tills structure. This building which shall Ik‘ a monu- 
ment of respaat, care and thoughtful consideration of a humane Govern- 
ment; also an exhibition of the wonderful and enterprising work done 
hj “ The Mission to Ii^pers." 

The additional funds which are necessary to meet this expenditure 
would probably be less than the amount of moneys that are indiiWTiinin- 
ately given to beggars, and may be questionable charities. 

Such an institution will welcome those unfortunates whether they lie 
Hindus, Muhuinmadaim, Rajputs. Bralliuins or the untom luihleH.-^- nil 
cartes and religions will he resjiected. The motto will Ih%: “ Whoaoever 
turneth you away as the despioad and rejected, we will ring out in clear 
clarion notes, welcome, welcome ; this home oj>en for you ; our 
aetvicea are ||t ytmr disposal, enter ye iq/* 

Once thi^j^pltitution is organised and run under the intelligent and 
exper^ced superviaiwn of “The MfWiion to Ivepera, “ it will he a small 
t^arg^|Km the Government. 

The Miaaion to Lepers will have expertajn charge of the Hygiene, 
Agricnliure and other departmenta. Fnder the direction oFa Huperfn* 
tendeni, the inmates cultivate their food-cropa. 

The Miasion to Lepers state that “ ea^iajllp per costa on fte average 
B*. 5-8 jier mensem, and when clothing, me^c^pa j^d other charges 
are added, it totals about Rs. 8-8 per inmate pit meiMm.“ I beg yon 
to 1|^b this matt^. Bealioe that through the expenditure of 50,000, 
a commencement will be made tse^onatmet an institution which will 
ttltiinatidy render e laating eerrioe and in lank dttly to humanity* 

If ikia awannt ia not provided hr in this 3rear*a budget then a oom- 
|ima terabo ilonlltf * time will be wasted; 

5 
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I would uImo plmd for tbu mnt, hmsaWM, once a oommencemeat » 
made there are poeeibilitiee §ilm‘ ]^ift>babi]itfe8 of help elaewbera. It u 
well hnown of the world-wfde remarch work done" hy the Bockfeller 
Foundation. Their large contributione in France for the lessening of 
tuberottiosis, their gift to China of seven million dollars 000,000) 
Jor the (construction of Hospitals and l>alx>ratorieg in China* where re- 
search work is to be done, and their large gift only recently made to 
medical research work in England. We know that their represeniatiTe 
has been here investigating the possibilities of assistance towards the 
study of diseases. I understantf that so far as th^ research work in India 
is concerned their intention is to study the “ Hookworm '' and the giving 
of some odd scholarships to medical students equipped to take up post- 
graduate work. 

licproly is certainly included among the diseases, which as yet are 
not entirely known especially in regard to a permanent cure; therefore, 
;ire there not possibilities of a great Institution assisting if fhe Govern- 
ment itself is endeavouring to lessen this disease, though unable to do so 
alone, because of the present poverty of India, wto cannot ^pvide 
sufficient funds to ('arry on? 

This Asylum (or if you prefer to call it Mission to I^epeS^) will furnish 
adequate means for research work. * 

* We are aware that large contributions to Ae Victoria MemoAal 
Funds were made bv^dian gentlemen shortly before the arrival of His 
Royal Highness thwrrince of Wales, and that the committee for the 
Victoria Mcmuiriul Funds has u balance in the* Treasury. I would 
suggest that any surplus which is now available could not be put to a 
puriKise than the construction of this I^eper Settlement. 

The most ixnpreseiya apfegh 1 have heard in this House has been the 
clear ringing notes ItjHi impassioned and earnest appeal from Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjea for the hq|lth of his countrymen — I hope that Ais 
apj^l that I make to-di^ on behalf of his countryma^ill have ms 
active sympathy and stipport. ^ 

India is the only country in the world where lepers are alHwed to 
mingle freely with the healthy population. This is a disginQilk to Indb 
apd its rujers. A stigma, I hope, they will soon free themsi^es from. 

The wealth of a nation is its people and it is undoubtedly the first 
duty of acp Government to look after the hi^Rh of its people. 

Surely it is unmetmefifto plead more on behalf of the Bengal Leper 
Settlement. ^ 

I rely upon the wise judgment and generosity of^lhe Oosmeil to pap- 
port this lieaolution. 

Ubm IHtNIHIIINI NATH iANIHUIt In Nm last asssimi and in 

**^the seiaion befoie last, I gaxre nofioe of a motion of pluMpt a similar 
i^pre. In that reeolutien, 1 intended to reoemmtnd le 
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t&e filiiblialiiiittiii and maiii^aii^ of a lepor coloay or iottlaiiieBi ja tlio 
distriifl of Hankara Jor tho axclusiTo um ot the leper* of that diltHot; 
hot tieoold not be oikan up a* the time limit wa* reac hed. W#*haTe 
already heard from the mover that the diWrirt of Hankura i* ntai^ked aa 
the blackeet leper spot in the frhoie of India. Fric^ the census Mfore 
last in 1911, and within nine years, on a rough calculation made b>» the * 
late Collector, Mr. Vaa, it was found that there was a rise of at least 
50 per cent, of lepers in that district. So it is now hf|kh time for the 
Oovemuient to put a sUyi to this increase in that district. T updendand 
that the site that has been selected for tlie leper settlement is the district 
of Midnapore. Bfidnapore und Bankura are contiguoUt places and so, I 
think, the lepers of the latter district may very (conveniently use the 
present settlement proposed. Then, 1 think, ibis demand will not fall 
entirely on public revenues. I understand that a generous Honor has 
made a gift of Rs. 50,000 to the Mission to the fjef>ers in the Kast,^aad 
the MissionHiaa transferred this sum t» Government with an addition of^- 
Rs. 10,000, and if out of that Hs. 00,(M)0,^ts. 50, (HK) is granted to the 
demaii^ that is mAle, I think it will serve a very useful purpose. 

* 1 sup{>ort J||ie resolution. 

Mr. H. A. STARKS I risa^to give my whole-hearted support to the 
resalution moved by Mr. J. Campbell Forre^^t* for (he allotment of 
Rs. 50,000 for the construction of the Bengal Leper Settlement. It is 
perhaps not ge|perally realised that the scourge Ml^osy claims more 
victims in Bengal than in any other part of India; and that the cruel 
disease ia« worst l>oth in respect of numlier* and viruleiic’e in tha district 
of Bankura. I have uot|ieen any explanation of the phenomenon, but 
there is a well-defined eone of leprosy uperestern iWhgal atid the c-on« 
terminous districts of Bihar and Orissa. Il1l^jk|||&^irhhum, penetrates 
northern ad western Burdwan, strgtclTes iftlcf'fSanbhuin, and takes 
inte its sweep Jlankura, Midnapore^ 8in|^itiia, Mayiirhhanj, Keonjhar, 
the iubdivisi(||piaf Bhadrak and Jaipur, ainl fti|ai]y terminates along 
the sea-coast oT^Furi and Ganjam. 1 speak for the most part of areas 
over wMlih 1 have travelled, andT in which I have worked from village 
to Village/^ I have fisited the Leper Asylum* at Asansol, Baniganj, 
Funilia, BImkura and Baripada. For two years 1 lived wkbin sinfll 
of the la^ LepirSetileme^ in PuruHa, preWbly still the laigest T^eper 
Asylum in India— an Asylum established by s missionary anMis wife, 
am) by them dedicated to the memoiy of fn^ salant daughter, who 
odittracted the fell disease from her ayah. I time to which 

1 refer, Divisional Inspector of Schools, and in the oetmie of my duties 
I had to inspect thi sohool tor leMr olilldren. There wereitome two 
humliad of iheae unfortuiuite ^ pitiful to pee tha hurrot ^ 

^13e|tiged iu^e ^ oaea^l&ulated child, when the Ini 

^hlach spot #a#lilaeted, oa my oeui rmi to lad the poor child 
\<iliijs%lioa' wdida, and iaally the wards lor dsola^ lifoif. 

3 a 
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could it Meape iifoctioa, when, as a l>al>e hi arms, it bean no^msliod 
ai%iiO breast of ittf loper mother, and been caressed ^ her tcf rrod handsF 
6ir^ 1 would not harrow*yoa or my colleagues by duelling on what must 
cause ^each a pang. This I Irnow, that if you had seen the physical 
ag^^ml^ and the mental languish which I leper colonies; that 

« if ypn Ifad seen the bem^olopt ministrations of those brave men and 
^ braver women who are devoting their lives to the alleviation of the 
sulferings of thi loathed ilper; that if you had seen little ones saved fh>m 
the hsuat hlritag^'of their unhappy birth, I feel confident that you would 
with alacrity advise Government to provide the modest sum of Rs. 50,000 
for the construcHati of^he Bengal lioper Settlement. ^ 

Foi^beMl rememWred, that lepers will gravitate to a lat:ge city like 
Calf‘utta where alms may be received on a larger scale than elsewhere. 
We know that lepers are disinclined to enter Leper Asylums; but even 
if they v'ere dispcmed to go into^voluntary segregation there are not 
.suihcient asylums for them. I 'have seen thefi|' — }4>u hUve^seen. them—- 
journeying by steamer and train, entering crowded^decks and eompart- 
*ments; never paying their fare, because they know thljljpo one wiRroHect 
their tickets. And thus the general public runs the ridb of contagion ; 
and that dread disease is on the increase is proved by the decennial cen- 
sus's. If it is imperative |lmt in the interests of the community at large, 
lepers should not be abUrtowoam the country at pleasure, it is incumbent 
upon the legislators a^id administrators of the Province to provide segre- 
gaiitm settlements for lepers. For whatever mother objects money may 
he scarce, it ought to he found in abundance for the shunned and for- 
lilken^ the unsightly and doomed leper. 

'A 

Baku ANNAVS OHARAN OUTTA; I Itilly associate myself with 
the observations made by the mover and the gentlemen following him 
in urging the cauM of eueh a miserable and wretched section of the 
people. At the same time, I am veky sorry that I cannot support# the 
resolution as fT stands. On the face of it, the resolutM|||uappears to me 
to he a little vague. We do not quite undarstaniTwhat siiape the 
pioposal for starting a leper settlement is 4i»Hake, wheia it ll Uk be 
located, and before doing all these things, or ia other wewds witiont 
linrmulaiiiig a project^ without getting, administrative sanction, you 
aiznply try to bind the hafds of Qovemmegt to allot R«. 50,600 in the 
budget vidi starts with a big deficit. 

• ^ / 

Mr. J. FOmiitTEIIS May I rise to a poinVof 

explanation f Inuiid that the scheme had been already appritv^ of.^ I 
onlf ash^ for Rl. 50.000 io give a start to the scheme. 

BSkM ANNA1M jDHARAN DuHai I tbmikk kf;. tlw 

it does not talm thi^V^at any ^ We^lith# % 

^e rasolntioB or re|eol it aa ti baa been woiiw 1 bdl to in4 
jpif speetin pnajeot^aa it stands and I, lor myadl, do noTaas toa fMadooi 
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ol m wi jfly oonfiB^ ft FftiiicftlftT itftn of Ha. 50,4)00 in flia oomtn^ 

\mdgii wliii^ hMB presented to-day and we aball soon liirre an 
oppoiiiinity of diaca|sillg later on. In ^^er to meet sereraf ineYitiible 
items of expenditure, we liaye been really taking people in df^wnt 
ways and in the words of a cfrtain gentlemen have made pursepes so 
oopopiilar tbat we should think (hn'ee belore earmarking Rs. 50,OD(I for 
any project however noble it is. We had better leave the hands o^ 
di^eminent free; and then, if we find that Wney is forthcoming, we ^ 
may suggest to them that pttpHsion may be made the ^rdjeet^*^ As 
the subject now before ^he Cohncil is a transferred one. in mf opiniAn, 
the present rc^soHition will be binding upon tbi k^^ter to allot that 
sum from whatever source it luay l>e available. Among other projects 
referring to sanitation, medical ait^^utul the like cannot be taken uf) for 
want of funds and now that wt» may be raising some funds by rather 
unpleasant means, I do mpt see any^reason wjiy at the very out.9el nne 
project shoftlci^nvft pre|erence over, others. We shtmld keep Uov^^ii- 
ment free as to which oAheseproject.s should be first taken up. So witli 
these observatioi^ while fully sympathising^ith the noble project ijj 
view, 1 submit tjfnf the Coiincil should not accept the prtjposal to oarniark 
Its. 50,000 in fne coming year’s budget as reejuested in (he resolution. 

Rai MAHENBRA CHAHORA MITRA ^thaduri T beg to support 
Ih# resolution. This question was raised %y many *pf us in the old 
(’ouneil and there was a full discussion in this connection. Unfortu- 
nately, I moved an amendment to the original projxwition and the original 
I>rt»ix>sit»on having Ikhoi withdrawn my amendment failed. I there- 
fore takfe this opportunijjy tf>-day to support the resolution. 4 

The H^'bto Mr •U^INORA NATH BANUftlSt What wm th« 

original pmposal? 

Rai MAHENORA o1<ANORiLMITRA BataEart The oHginftl pro- 
pofition was U> apfdy the Act to Cklcuita only and m3^^|Mft»<*dm«nt was 
to extend it t# the mufassal also. 

Noi^ Sir, the question b^orft,tl’‘#Council is this. There are mission- 
air|ps in seviflki mdfassal districts who are helinng'ihe lepers and it 
is through their ph^nthnipic efforts that the l«|>ers gH tome rel^. 

I hiust s^ here Goveri^ent also are h^mfg cM. I m^e 

personal iuvestigpiions in Ibis eonnecHion #ben I had honour imd^ 
pleasure to move an amendment in the old Legislative Codletl. Wl 
ftfp grateful to Government for thd efforts made Ougwin. Rome oonlrL 
IMon ia%iven to the missionaries and the result is tlunt^lhey are gwtting ' 
some help from Government. But, Btf# this is only ft spnomodicdislp. 
There is no regular asylum here. In HooghljT tlm nimber Jf lepm ii 
^^snuA wbereaefn Bankurm an|| Midnapore thel^ m a large nttinber 
lepM. Tim Act wbm is very ^^Maftie. I do not 

ftem^ber flie ySi# 'perhaps it was mad^n the year 190| onr so. , 
aeqimlly it is a mailer lor eoasideimtloe what sti|M shooM he kS 
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€<mld it escape infection, when, as a bal>e in arms, it been notoriebed 

at the breast of its leper motber, and been caressed ^ ber acfrred bands? 
Sir, I would not barrow'^ou or my colleagues by duelling on wbat must 
cattm>*ea(jh a pang. This I inow, that if you had seen the physical 
and the mental anguish whic h I Ijave seen in leper colonies; that 
if had seen the l)eneTolant ministrations of those brave men and 
braver women who are devoting their lives to the alleviation of the 
sufferings of thcl loathed Idper; that if you had seen little ones saved from 
the hsual hhritage'of their unhappy birth, I feel confident that you would 
n^th alacrity advise (lovemment to provide the modest sum of Rs. 50,000 
for the construcflen of’^he Bengal I^eper Settlement. ^ 

For' l>e' it remembered, that lepers will gravitate to a large city like 
OalcMitia where alms may l>e received on a larger scale than elsewhere. 
We know that lepers are disincUned to enter l^eper Asylums; but even 
if fhey were disposed to go into voluntary segregation there are not 
.siifhcient asylums for them. J Irnve seen thcUi — Vou h*ve seen, them — 
journeying by steamer and train, entering c row dec^ decks and compart- 
ments; never paying their fare, Iwcause they know one wili collect 

their tickets. And thus the general public runs the riA of contagion; 
and that dread disease is on the increase is proved by the decennial cen- 
susc‘s. If it is imperative that in the interests of the community at large, 
lepers should not l>e abla^toToam the country at pleasure, it is incumbent 
upon the legislators aud administrators of the Province to provide segre- 
gnticm settlements for lepers. For whatever other objects money may 
be scarce, it ought to be found in abundance for the shunned and for- 
saken,^ the unsightly and doomed leper. 

BalNJ ANNAV/I CHARAN DUTTA: I Itilly asH(H'iate myself with 
the observations made by the mover and the gentlemen following him 
in urging the cause of euoh a miserable and wretched aection of the 
people. At the same time, i am very .sorry that 1 cnnmit supporUthe 
resolution ns f^stauds. On the fac^e of it, the resol utit|i||app6ars to me 
to be a little vague. We do not quite undersianrf^what shape the 
proposal for starting a lfpc*r settlement is^^ake, where it il to* be 
located, and before doing all these things, or in other words witBout 
lirmulatixtg a project^ without getting administrative sanction, you 
simply try to bind the heads of Government to allot Be. 50,600 in the 
budget widb starts with a big deficit. 

Mr. d. CAMtf||St± FORRiiTIRl May I rise to a poinb^of 
explanation? tSain that the scheme had been already appr^v^ of.^ I 
only for Bii. 60.000 to give a start to the sobeme. 

MM ANNAOA OHARAN DU^TAt I tbank tbe jpaoTer fof^ tbe 
Jlmdaiiaiioii. But it does not take tb^f^pmnt any lfAbe|.^ We ^itbe^F 
jpcepi ibe resolution or rejeet it as it bas been woiwl! 4 fail to find 
speoHb project as it stands and I, for myself, do norsee ibe l4sdom 
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of mIBj <»on£iM|ig ft fftriictilar itom of Hu. 50,000 in Ihe oominif joftr^t 
bndg^ wkid^ lifts presenietl to-day and we elinU aoon have an 
opportunity of diacufsing later on. In i^er to meet several inevitable 
items of expenditure, we have been really taxing people in dij|erent 
ways and in the words of a certain gentlemen have made ournel^K^ io 
unpopular that we should think thrice before earmarking Hs. 55,000 for 
any project however noble it is. We had better leave the hands 
Government free; and then, if we find that Inoney is torthcomingi, we 
may suggest to them that provision may l>e made fo^ the j^rdject,'' As 
the subject now liefore^he Cotuicil is a transferred one, in iny dpiniftn, 
the present rcsohition will be binding upon tbft 5^!|^ter to allot that 
sum from wlTatever source it iiirty be available. Among OthVr projecls 
referring to sanitation, medical aicl and the like cannot l>e taken u)» f«>r 
want of funds and now that w«' may lx* niising some fun<ls by rather 
unpleasant means, I do npt .see any, reason wby at the very <niiset one 
project should iiavo pre|crence over i4hcrs. We shoubl keep (b»v^rii- 
ment free as to w hich oAhese projects should be first takerj up. So with 
these observation while fully sympathising with the noble project Iq 
view. T submit tlM the Touncil should not acc ept the proposal to earmark 
Us. f)(».000 in ffte coming year’s budget as riMjuesled in the resolution. 

Rai MAHENBRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to supf^rt 
thlf resolution. Tliis question was raised %y many V)f us in the old 
Council and there was a full discussion in this eoniiection. Unfortu- 
nately, I moved an amendnunt to the original proposition and the original 
pn)poHitioii having been withdrawn my amendment failed. 1 there- 
fore take this opjiortuii^jty' to-day to supjxjrt the resolution. ^ 

Tha H^’Me tir tUlSENpRA NATH lANIlftM: What wuk Uie 

original proposal ? 

Rti MAHENDRA olcANDRi^ MITRA BahMir I The original pro- 
polition was |o ap|dy the Act io Calcutta only and m)m|mendment was 
to extend it tft ihe raufassal also. 

Ntii^ Sir, the question before Council is iliis. There are mission- 
aries in aavlfal mdfassal ^dwtricts who are helping* ihe lepers and it 
is through their phifnnthrapic efforts that the lepers get some rel^. 
I must a|)d here that Government also are h^lpilg a great diid. I roaffe 
personal investigfitions in ftbis connection when I had ihf honour and 
pleasure to move an amendment in the old Legislative Council. We 
ftlft grateful to Oovemment for the effort# made ihftfein* fbinie coutri* 
bUtion k^iven to the missionaries and the reeult ii thal^tliey are getting 
some help from Government. Bat, Sir. this is only a spasmodic %elp. 
There is no regular asylum here, in Hooghl|r the niunber <f lepers in 
ffBt^ whereaft In Bankura and Midoapofe thel^ ii a large number 
'lepetn. ThM f Act wIM is very ineUftic. I do not ex|Mi| 
reminiiber iSm yeii*i^peTbftp# it wa# made tn the yeaar 190ff of lo. Oof|^ 
seqv^tly it i# a matter for lioasideration vhat itefis shotild be tahie 
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in coanection with the subject for the relief of the lepers. It is Deees- 
»ary, om haw Iw^eii projKwed by the mover, Mr. Caii^)bell Forrester, that 
there should be an asylum. The question is how to start it. He 
HUj^gests an allotment of Rs. 50,000 for the purpose. 

Mr. J, CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May 1 rise to a point of explana> 
tionf I did not suggest tliat Rs. 50,CK)0 only should be allotted for 
the jniri>os«'. I said that it was a scheme of Rs. 4,00,000 and that 
Its. 50,000 is required as a fir.st instalment, 

f 

Rif MAHENDRA QHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 have f^ot the 
resolution before me and 1 am talking' on the resolution as I find it. 

Mv submission to the Coum il is that there ou^ht to be a scheme so 
that it may he jdaet^d In'foie the Obiineil. 1 have ^iven you a brief 
histojy as to how these iiiatteis are taken uj) liy the missionaries, but 
I wl'ili that a defiijifo rn mone should Im‘ prepared w^th the approval of 
(Jov«>Mim»Mit and [u-ovid»n>r in it all the i(‘quirements that are neces- 
saiv. H this Is done, mv **uhmisNion to the t'oinieil is that (iovern- 
nient ou^'^ht to take up this suhjeet at once. Now Government ouif^t 
not to Ha\ lu'ie that Us. 5(1^000 is a lar^e amount. F emphatically 
asscit that for tlie sake of humanity it is a solemn duty of (lovernnient 
to take ui> tlii*^ subject for tile relit'f of the lejM»/s. ^here are c’holyra 
hospitals in Ib'n^al hut there i" no su< h thinf.j^ for the lpjx»rs. It is 
highiv iie<t‘svuiv that theie should he a le|»er settlement in Bengal. 

I can sas with all the emphasis I (an loinmand that no one f(‘els more 
stronj^iy, than I do Iku ause I ha^e pusfmijl) caused impiiriefi to l>e 
made. I haNe iiIho taken into < itnsidcrat mn Uie nnmlier of liqiers who 
urc wandering lirmitllie street to another, liegging from door to door 
hut then' IS none to help tluun. 

Rii RADHA CHARAN PAL Biii||dur: T rise to support the reso- 
lution which ha§ ht‘tin ino\ed hv Mr! ramphell Forrester and 1 am sflre 
that the appeal he has made to the llon’hle Sir Surendra I'iith Banorjea 
has not been made in vaiu, for I renwmber-^l was a student in those 
days — when Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, theVenerable finder of the 
people, (Ui the (K-rusitm of that grand puhl|a^jueeting which was held 
under tilt* |in»sideuey of .Hr Stuart Bayley rn ibis very hall, to a^ow a fit- 
ling reeeplM>|i ff> His Ro\al Highness IVinoe Albert Victor, came here 
with the fensidered opinion of the eitiiens of Calcutta that the amount 
that wat* rai.s<»d for the vretvptioir His Royal Highness ahould be 
i(. voted for the pur|>o% of eret ting a le|H*r asylum. I vividly lemembar 
the aiithusiuHlii with which that r»*soiution was carried by the people 
pre«ent of the u^jeasion. I thert*fore think that the appeal which ha 9 
Wen made hy Mr. Forrester and the Hoti'hle Minister haa not 

Wen made in vain. As regards the Hchenie much ItghLliaa been thrown 
by the inquiry, that has heeti'^ade by Babu Annada-€9iarmk Ihitta. 1 
find that ndminiatrati^e sanction has already been given to the acheme 
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and iiirthw thut the scheme is well in the hands of the Governmeni 
and I believe Government is prepared to allot a certain sum of 
money in this year’s budget for tliis scheme, I believe on this occasitm 
no homily is required to be administered to the ver\^ modest rtM^ucst 
that has been made by Mr. Forrester on behalf of the lepers of 
Bengal. I am sure that it is the intention of (Jovernnient and 
of the mover of the resolution that the proposed institution should be 
.thrown open to all classes of people. With that understanding, I sujw 
port the mover of the rgsolution. 

Mautvi EJCRAMUL HUQ: 1 think it is not ut )j|,U net'essary for this 
House to make any speech io unfold the utility of this humane proposal. 
Enough has been suiil by the mover as well us by Mr Stark and the Rfii 
Bahadur which has the fullest support of the wlu^e House. 1 have my- 
self iK*rsonallv seen instances when these Iei>era^ad rushed into the huuiu^s 
of [»eople fdr succour; ami thiOigh they recoiled at the sight, yet they 
were hound to come to their rescue from a humanitarian jioint of view. 
These person.s. for the sake of humanity, sluiTild he helped hy evervlxsly 
a*nd for the sake of [uihlic health a.s also for public safety should he 
ne^negafed so that they might not >prea<l coiitagiim to other*., f think 
Jt IS the duty of cfcrybody us well as of the (lovernment to lent! a helping 
liafid in constructing if leper asylum and keeping it up. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ s^mke in the vernarnlur in support 
of the I'^olution The English translation of his spee« h is given 

l)elow : — * 

My thunk.s are <lue to the nn>ver of this resolution for this att-empt at 
huinanitarianism. There is a popular belief that leprosy whit h in term- 
ed in our country m Maliahyadhi ” is lieyoml cure It is highls 
essential that royal i>owei should applied fr»r the treatment and nurs- 
ing of this miserahle folk. With these few words, I su|)port the imiver 
from the very C43re of my heart. 

TIM Hon’^ftEii^EURitlDRA NATH BANERJEA; The speech 
which the hoiTble mover hi^^iade has appealed to me very strotigly, for 
throughgul my life I have l>^h a friend of fha lepers. My hon'ble 
friend Rai Radha ('haran l*al Bahadur has referreil to an ipotclent which* 
took place in tfiis very Town Hall in 1889. There was a grAt puhli<*^ 
meeting attended by the < ili*ens oM^Icutta — wealth, the talent, 
the ptiblif spirit of this gn>at (dty and the subui^s were present. A 
resolution was moved that a large sum of money should be spent »U|k>ii 
illuminations and entertainments aJid things pf that kind in honour of 
His Royal Highness Pnnee AlWt Victor. I velku%pd to move an amend- 
ment that a sub^ntial portion of that money devotet) (o the purpose 
of ameliora^ng human suifenng and that ft ehould lie givpp to the lieper 
Asylum m Calcutta. The amendment was carried. The meeting broke 
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up. Fortunately /ortne, I was able to send Es. 25,000 to tbe I^ieper 
Asylum at (Jalcutta, and 1 was made a Governor of that institution and I 
disehaiTfcd that dnty for some time. I'herefore, no appeal was neces- 
sary for the jiilrpose of rMWiVincing me that something had to be done in 
(Minneciion wfth the leper#f of this province. The staienieiit which the 
hoii’ hie mover read oil I -the statement showing the accommodation 
provided in other proviio es us compared with the ai commodation provid- 
ed in Bengal — has come ujiou me as a painful surprise. We claim Jo be . 
the foremost province in public spirit, in philanthropy, in works ot 
charity. So far us piinistration to the lepers is concerned, I afraid 
we have been sadly wanting in our duty and it seem^ to me that 
the time has come when we must make a definite advance, and here 
tive iiave an opiK>rtunity for doing it. I find that only one discordant 
note has lieen soundedTii the cour.se of the debate that has taken place. 
UeiiiprkH haye been iiiadeiliere and there in < oiuiection with details but 
they are not of imuli iinjxjiiame ; for instance, Eiii MahendVa ('handra 
Mil I II liahmlur has oliserved that administrative sanction has not been 
given to this mutter, vrhicb however is not a fact. 1 may at once 
mention for the information of thi.s (’ouncil that I have to some extent 
antn iputed tlie jmigineni of this (’ouTicil. Mr Oldgrieve saw me on 
one or two occasions and we discussed the mattiT ami Uhave piovided in 
file Sr hc(lule of tin* Budget which has Ihvii placed (hi the table of members 
a sum of lls, for the pui|>ose of this imilding Therefore, we 

have all end V antaipaled what you want tis to do. We thruight, having 
legal d to oui financial ]»ressuie, the stnageni N of the hiianeiul situation, 
that Rs. 25 ,IHK) would be ail arlerpiale .sum f^ •starting t}n> iristihitioii, 
and therefore we made thi.s finaision. And if the (’ourieil so wishes 
thal we should make an advam e in tlie iiitioest of hiuiianity. in the intei- 
esl ol (he suOrMiiig lepers, I will not stand in tlie way and (ioveiniiieiit 
wdll a('» ept the pioposal if the Couneil is so minded. J'or we feel that it 
is illogii’Til and almost inhuman to coAlpu]soril\ segregate lej»ers ambut 
the same lime nr>t to pn*\ i«ie sutheieiil u< ('ommodat ion for them. Sir, 
with regard to the Leper Ar t 1 iim\ |^y at oiiee that I had had some hand 
in it. Some two or three \ears Iwck tee had an informal oimferenee in 
the housf of the (\»mmunder-iii-('hief - Sir Charles Munro — at Simla and 
1 took part in lhat eonfer#mH\ We hud irtEfieu.ssion on the subject and 
\\v suggested the lint* upon which the Leper Ar t wa.s to be framKl The 
^^\(‘t has l>t»ii fraineil. That being so and there being tbis Act, it is a 
statutory (ddigution upon us— it ia ^an obligation thrown upon the 
(f«>vernment to segreg^e these h*pi‘rs, and thereft>re we as u Gojrernment 
feel that it is <iur Imunden dut\ in the interest of humanity and justice to 
provide sylHeient aceoimiuMlation for them. Vnder the circumstances, 

T bn'l w't* should take a j^phstantial .step in this ilirection. We have 
provided 25,0(K) Aibjeet, of course, to an imporiimt proviao, t'li'., 
that the taxation BilU are jiaseed. If you do not pasa ^ taxation Billa 
or if you restrict them to three years only then you cannot have this ium. 
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Subject to the taxation BiiLs hein^ passed, a.s reoosii mended by the Selec't 
Oomiiiit|ae, we have provided in the Scheiiule Ra. 25.(K)() £or thia pujr|>OMe 
and I a^ prepared, on behalf of Cfoverninent. to raij!«e thia money if the 
Council so wishes, provided ujfain that these taxation Bills he passed. 
This is the attitude of Government and I ilo^>ot thinh tftat after this 
assurance my hoii’hle friend will press his resolution. 

J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I have listtuied with a ^rtuit 
deal of admiration and interest to the ehupient speec h of tlje lloit'hle Sir 
' Surendni Nath Bunerj^u and 1 am very thankftil to liiiu for his sympathy. 
J am afraid that my spec* h raised .some misappreheiisitm in the minds of 
some of th<* hon’hle memhers — perhaps I should have placed iiu>re 
emphasis uiH>n my oiHuiifi^ statement iuimfd\ , that a draft srhi'me for n 
leper asylum to accommodate l.tMMi lepers wiis drawn up at the recjuest 
of Government and the scdieme has lieen nppr<'Vc*d of hy ll^e Ge^'erninant . 
It w'ill co!|t Hs ddMt.OOl) and the amcmnt will he s|>read ovt'r a iiumher of 
years. What I wanted was that Us. 5(1, UtMt he allotted in this year’s 
budfifet as a first in.stulinent , otherw iso |he sckc'me will he held up for 
.another \ear I am sorrv 1 did nc*t make it clear to the (’ouneii, hut I 
hope that, after this explunution. it will be the means of those membcns 
w ho have opjmsed the sc iieme w ithdrawing^ their ojcposit ion. 

^ liislenin^ to the klon’hh* Sir Surendra Xath Hanei |c*a, 1 was remituh 
ed of a story. A stieet waif wa.s eatinjr an apjde and his hunj^ry little 
mute IcKckcnl wistfully on. then in an appealing voice* he pleaded, 
Say, male, j/i\c* me the c ore *’ “ 'I heir flint IkOUh’ tet he no core/' 

was the rc'plv ai the strc*el waif In this case there is t(» )ac a tore, hut a 
vc»f\ small jKcrtion of a core*, and I ask the* lloii'hh* Minist4tr for alurj^er 
portion of the core, so that this scheme nia\ In- piishc*d rapidly forward. 

It IS pleasant for me to learn that the Hon’hh* MiinsU^r is so svmjai* 
thetic and has been ill active toiuh with tins laudable* work for so lon^. 
l^cmlv ask for Us fiO.iKK), 'I eupi i.s small, unci anythin^f less ihun 
that amount w ill not attain my objec t, and I trust this House will /^runt 
me the full amount. 

I regret Hinctrelv that we haVe dbt in our midst to-day (he late 
Surgeon-General Itobinson, who had taken such a deep intel%st in this 
w’ork. * 

Th^rnotioii was then jiut and agreed to. 

At this stage the (’ouncil was ueijourned fc»r 15 mimifeiii.* 

AdlMimmifit 

The Couneil met again after adjournment at (i-2f) r.M., bfit owing (o 
want of a quorum it was adjourned till d f.m. on Tueaday, the 22nd 
instant, at thaJJ'own Hall, f^hmtta 
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ProotMlifigt ef th« Bengal Legislative Council asseinbM um^ tlie 
provisions of tfie Covemment of India Act f' 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
at .'1 VM. on Tu(*sday, the 2l8t February, 1922. 

Present: 

The ])ei>uty-I’rc*4it]ent in the Chair, the Ilon’ble the four Members 
«f the executive Council, the llon’file the three Ministers, and 91 nomi- 
nated and elected nicinbciM, 


Starred Question 
(to Mfhioh oral answer was given). 

Cellular oonSnement of two politioal prisoners in Pabna Jail. 

*XIX. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (n) Will the 
Hotrhle tlie Miunber in charg'e tin* lJ^*purtiiHMil of Itevenue (Jails) be 
pleaned to Mtiite 

(i) whether it is a fact that one Naresh Charnlra Lahiri, a jiolitical 
]uiHom*r. convicted under sectioii 17 (/) of the Criminal 
Law Aineiidnient Act of l!K)8 and Hciitctuu'd to tlireejmontha' 
lijy^oroUH impriHoninent amt hi" tirother Probhas ('handra 
Lahiri, an umler-tr-al i^ditical priMUuu cliar^fed inider the 
same s<Mtinn of the same Act. have Iteen conhiu'd in the 
Molitary cells in tlie Pabna district uiil; and 
(it) if the answer IS in the afhriaative ♦he reasons for and the 
nuthoritx under w’hi<‘h they have been so confined, the firtl 
after, ami the last befon*. Ins convit ton ^ 

(h) AVill the Hon’ hie the MeniberJ)i* pleased to state whether the uon- 
oflicial visitors of the jails are entitled to kiiow tae reasons for 
confiiieineni in solitary eellsh 

(< ) If the answer to (h) is in the nepitnc . will (be Hon’.Me the 
Meniln'r la* pleased to state the reasons f<»r, or the rules or onlers of 
Governiuetit, if any, under which, the non-otticial visitors are so 
barred y 

(rD Is it not the ' rule or practic© or is there no order of the 
Govern inei^t^ to mention such eonhnements in solitary ceils in the 
eimvieted or under-trial prisoners’ jail retnirds or tickets y 

(f) Will the Hon’ble the MeniU»r he pleasinl to state whether the 
JaiK»rs or Sui^erintemlents of Jails or the Distric t Ma^itlltrates can, of 
their own acairiL order such cotifinement in solitary cells before or 
after conviction? 
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** order or note in wrilinjr to that effect requireti 

by law or rule for »ucb puniahmeiit^ 

(/;)^id the non-official visitors of th« rahua jail inqnin» into the 
reaaons^lor confinement of the prinoners mentioned in (u) above in the 
soHtaiy* trells ? 

(h) If the answer to is in the affirmative, were they supplied 
with all the information bv the Jailor re^'^ardinp Huch confinement on 
the da\« they visited the Jail? 

^ (i) Is it a fact tifat the recent (loveriiineiit rommunufut ulHiut the 
treatment of the tHilitical prisoners in jails now was not sent to the jail 
anthoritieslif I*abna until theJth January, » 

(;} Are the (lovernriuMit (onsidering tlie desirahility of isiyiinf^' 
orders to the authorities of all the jails in the Presiileiu y not to confine 
fsiliticnl prisoners (btitli under-tnal and (’onvicte«l) in (h<* solitary cells 
but to piA‘ them e\erv fac ilitv for reading’, writing-, I'Xercise and supply 
of fwxi and iM^dding^ from oiitsidi* and allowinp visitors to wh* them if 
necessary ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [^AILSI 
(the Hon*ble 8ir Abd*ur.RahiiiO: 0) They wi-re kept in sejxiraU* cellf 
hut not in solitary confinement. 

(n) The SujMTintfMidcnt re|Mirts that he kcjil tlnsi* prisoners 
s€‘|:urate hec.inse tfiev defied the rule of the J iil ('ode and stirred Up 
troiihU ammig nfher [irisniiei*. The rnsmis A< t is tin* authoritt. 

(fi) A es. suhjert to the piovjsion*. of rule (ih of the Jail ('ode. 

(( * 'I'liis tpiestuui does not anse ^ 

{(h Yes. Kule T'fd of the Jail (’o»le iiiai he seen. 

The Snf>erinlendent m^.y aw^ird ail nnnishmenls prescrilmd by 
the Prisons Art, which imlmle mdii.irv, cellular and separate confine- 
ment No officer, HulHirrhiiate to a SuisTintendent , has fxiwer to award 
any punishment, hut under rule the (ailm may lock a prisoner 

in a (-ell. The District Mag-istraft* has jwiwer to aw-ard punishments, 
suhje< t to the jfi-ijvisioiis of rule of the Jail (’ode. ^ 

(/)^Y'es. 

(ff) and (h) Inquiry is Uung made. 

(i) Printed copies of the rules legurdiug s[s*(’ial class prisoners, 

to which the question pnibubly' f^fenn, were ilespatched on the 
3rd Janfiarv. ^ . f 

ij) The rules regarding confinement .n cells will 1^ found in 
rules 256, 697 and 712 to 714 of the Jail Code. With regard to the 
privileges mentioned in the ciuestion, reference h invited l<j the rules 
for special dfias prisoners published in a communu/u^ on the 
JOth December, 1921. Government do not thif»k it niieessarv to issue 
iny special order as suggested iu^e question. 



.64 


QUESTIONS. 


{21st Fra. 


Unstarrsd Qiisttiofit 

(aiiiiivaff to Hfftldi mroro laid on the table). 

Specialist for leater hyacinth probfem. 

162. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hou ble the 

Milliliter in rhar^^e of the Department of Agriculture and Induntries be 
pleaKed to wtate — 

t 

(i) whether it is a fm t tliat a specialist has been en^ged to 
investigate into the no*ans for destroying water Ijyacinth; 

(li) if so, what means have been recommended by him ; 
iiit) whethei any cheap remedy has yet l>een found; 

(iv) whether the (ioverniiient are taking? any steps to do away with 
the nuisance, other than those prescribeil by the district 
board and municipal by-laws; 

{v) whether any sum has yet Wen allotted for such purposes; and 
(t’l) what IS the (jualification anil pay jier mensem of the Kpe<’ialistP 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and* 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’bla the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaud- 
hUfi| Khan Bahadur). No sj>ecialist has been en^m^^ed, but a Committee 
composed of olhcials and non-oflicials, \Mth Sir J: C Hose as Presidenl, 
has been appointed to uiquire into the spread of water hyacinth in 
ai) 4 j to su^^o-st iiu'^ftsuies for its eradication. The re]>ort of the 
Committee is he mg’ awaited. 


inspoctort and auditors of the Co-operative Department. 

163. Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: Is the 

Uiw’lile the Minister in i harge of thv llepaitment of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that the «‘le\enth ( o-opei utn e Conference, while 
r^MiJring that the pa\ and pmspects (,f tli*. mspec tiirs and uudilons 
litould be greatly improved, unaniraohsly suggested that the pay and 
"firospects of the inspectors Khould he the same us tiiose of’^he sub-deputy 
collectors y 

{h) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble the Minister in his concliniin^hpeech 
as the Ibesijent of the elevi'iith Proviui iul ('o-<>perat ivc Conference said 
that in spite of the difhculties of Hiuigal finance the pressing 

question of the revision of the paj^of the inspectors and auditors could 
hardly W postponed an^ longer? ... ’ 

(c) Is i| a fact that Mr. Ddoovafl. the lute Hegistrar, submitted a 
aohertie uWut the re-organisation of the services of the inspectors and 
auditors in or aWut June, 1921 f 

{d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister W pleased to state 

{•) what orders, if any. have beed^paaied on that wheine; and 
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(ii) whether any additional allotment has been made in the budget 
of for the pitispec'tive increase in the^ pay of the 

in.spe<'tors and auditors? ^ 

^ (e) Jf no additional allotment ha« Ih'cii made, wbi the Ilon’lde tlie 
l^yinister l>e plea>cd to state the reasons? 

(/) If the answer to question (tJ) {it) is in the ne^rtitive, will the 
Hou’ble the Minister Ih‘ pleased to state whether it will Ik* possible to 
give effect lo any scheme subsetpieutly approved by the Ciovernment? 

iff) Is the Hon’lile the Miiu*iter aware that discontent exists among 
the inspectors and uTiditors on account of their imoleqiiate jmy and 
prospects? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: The ('onfeieme unanimously resolvetl lliat lh<t pay 

and prospects of inspectors ami auditois and su|K‘ivisnrs are inadeiiuata 
and ‘.hoiild be impro\(Ml. (>nl\ the m<»ve! <»f th«* resolulion suggested 
that the inspectors should be placed on a footing of equality in respeijJ 
of pay and status with sub-deputy collectors. 

{h) Ves. 

(r) Yes 

{th (H 'i lie details of the scheme for reoigaiiisation aie still under 
^'onsHierat ion. • 

(»/' 1 he (juestion of hudget provuiion tlepends on the avai]abilit\ 
of funds and the \(tlc of the Legislafive Qouneil. No definite Statement 
can tlierefore Im* made at this stage * ^ ' 

(f > and t/t In \jew of the answer to { 4 I) in) the <|iiestionH do not 
arise. 

( /; ' No iepiesen,tations on the suliject have been rei'eiveil, but 
(fovcriiment understand that these officers expei t siime improveOient in 
their pay and prospects. 


BfMoial ofAoer in cluirg* of Molaria roootroh and Kalo-azor. * 

IM. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will Nie 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of I#ocal Self-(lovera<- 
ment }>e pleased to state — 

the yeaily expenditure incurred for retaining the speoial 
officers in charge of the Kala-asar inquiry and in charge 
of Malaria resean b : 

(i») the period of their servicel%s such ; and 

(lA) whether any priginal discoveries wer* made by the present 
incumlients during their tenure? 

MINISTER in oharB* nf DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (Uio Hon*bfo Sir Burtndra Nath Banorjas): (f) and (tt) 
A statement is laid on the (able.* 

(tiii A note by the Dircctorlff Public Health is laid on the table. 
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" Statement n/erred to in the reply to claxises (») and {ii) of quettum No. iS4^ 
thrjwiny fhe expenditure incurred yearly for retaining the present 
Sperifil Officer ^in charge jgf the — 

^ (0 Mai ARIA !lE«tAKCH Bkak< il • 


Ynr. 

H*hiry. 


Houav ftltowKBoe. 

TrkTcUlQg 

ftUgwMDor. 


ToUl. 


lU. 

A 

p I 

1 lU 

A. 

P. 

! 

i Kli. 

A 

i. 

Ks. 

A. 

P. 

1916 17 

5.460 

0 

0 j 

1,176 

4 

1 

1,648 

2 

4 


6 

5 

1917.18 

7,44.5 

0 

0 

1,330 

2 

i 

4 1 

2,174 

5 

0 

10,949 

7 

7 

191 HI 9 

H,400 

u 

0 : 

1 

1,505 

0 

0 

2.905 

12 

0 

12,810 

12 

0 

l9r).i>; 

1 U,20() 

0 

^ 1 
( 

1.505 

0 

0 

2.6 1 4 

lu 

0 

14.319 

10 

0 

1920 21 

12,682 

4 

2l 

1,386 

7 

3 

1,710 

2 

0 

15,778 

13 

5 

1921*22 

4,492 

8 

7 

391 

3 

7 

H73 

1 


6,766 

13 

2 

liniiit) l«)tn) ... 

48,679 

12 

9 

7.294 

1 

6 

1 1 926 

(1 

i 

^ i 

67,899 

14 

7 


(ii) Kai.a AZAR Branch. 


tmt. 


HaUr) . 

Ji 

K-*, A. P. 


Mu.tw «ltowkQ<v 

Kt, A. P. I 


aJjllWMIK'tl. 


ru. A. p. i 


Tirtal 


Kn, A P. 


1619 20 (from 5,41X1 0 0 952 9 3 * 1,062 3 3 8,004 12 6 

June, 1919. to i 

Kel.ruAry. 1920)* * 

1920^21 (from 8,612 14 ol l,5oS 0 0 2.954 11 0 13,072 9 5 

M»rrh, 1920.10. ! ^ 

rrl>ruA^^. 1921) * 1 1 


1921 (.frt'in March 
lo t)ev'«mtHT). 

8,060 

.3 3 

1 i.iie 0 0 

1,476 6 0 , 

i 

10,690 

9 8 

T*4a1 

82.073 

t $ 

i 

i 

j 

j 

6.082 4 3 1 

' ! 

81.767 

16 2 
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mi 


th$^lHrwtor of JPubiir Heatth, Bengal, hi reply in clause (iiQ ef^*^ 
Question A'o. J64, asked by Bat Mahendra Ckattdra Xtttrrt BaKa Utr 
regarding erpenditnre on Kala-azar ai^ Mahtria research. 


It is not clesr what the questioner artuallT means by the inquiry ai> to “ whether 
an^ oriKina) disr'overies were made by the present incumbents duriiiK their 
tenure.'” If he refers to disooreries inch as those of l>avermn and !U»sk, who in 
the one case made the “unj/inof discovers" of the malaria t>arasUe iIm»U and in 
the other of the fact tfiat the malaria imrasite was rarncil by anopheles mosquitoes 
from the sick to the healthy, the answer would be that they wen* not asketi or 
> expected to do sti , but tffat they were intended to make an extended survey s^^une- 
what on the lines of that earned out by tlie medical ofiic«*rs attadieil li» tl^e Drain- 
age Omiraittae for the Dresident y Division, -with a view of liisixiieriniE, as far as 
possible, the exact distribution of malaria and tracing its xelalionship to ph> steal 
and other conditions with a view to diHcoverin|{ how far it miKht lie |H»H»ible to 
ameliorate the condition From this point of view, the work d<»ne in the last few 
years has lawoi of the utmost value We have learned, for example, as a reaiak of 
that work, Jhe follow injj imiKirtanl facts — 

(1) Malana in the low-lyin^ ureas is not usually associated with exix*ss of 
water, as has lonj? lHM>n 5<i^ev»wl, but that lUi the nmiraiy. it uhuuII> tncreasas 
txjincidentally with an uctu^ dimmution of the water present on the Isnd during 
\b« rams 

(2) Malunn is relatively mild u{ absent from Im'ahties subject to inundation 
with tcrtiliRiM}' hiltda<ien river water and that it increasi's in picviileine aiiu 
seventy when this .Hort«uf water is shut out from the country '>> einhunkineiils 

(d) .Anopheles mosquitoes are ugiialiy relatively siarce or absent duritii' the 
rainy season from liMalities whih iHineht by tlW* TnHujt* of ferlilir.mg sili laden 
riv«*r water " 

(4) Anopheh's mosquitoes occur in enormous nundiers in ureas which have 
fw'en deprive d of this water 

15) The construction of efhhunkments in low-lying areas whether f<ir mads, 
railways or other pur|H>ses is alnu»st invariably followed by an in< H'Uso of tugliS^ 
as shown hy a use in the spleen rato, the si< kness rate, and tht* moriality of 
atfvK'led are4i» ^ 

^ (6) Following upiin an increase of malana and a corres|>onilnig rise m flte 
mortality, de^mpulation of the affiw'ted villages csonimerues, hioI simuitaneAiisly 
land goes out of cultivation, homesteads are deserted in the viiiagiia and an 
increase of jungle and UM*iess vegetation ocr’urs Tliese and many other imjairtant 
facta, having a sinitlar l>eanng on the problems of liengal maiana, have l>tMFn 
brought to liglit by the malaria tiffuers of the department Whetlwr or not they 
are to be clasM*d as "original diwoveries " is |>nlsib}y o|>en to discussion, but the 
fact retimins that at present theae dtsiYivanes are not U) be found in any pubItahXr) 
text-book on malana, and in consequence they still remain unre^bfpt^d by many 
medical men and others who are accustomed t® g*‘n their knowledge of the epide- 
miology of the disease pnnnpally by the >ia ding of such text-fKX>ks 

Nevertheless, it is the dis<x>very and repealed confirmation of the facts referre<i 
to which enable* me to echoVith cnnAdencxi the remarks of His Kxcellency Lord 
Bonaldahay before the representatives of the Disinct Hoards on Januaqp 2(Hh, 19lH. 

” If you could dry up Bengal, moaquitoea would eery aoon disappear iBul you 
cannot of course dry op Bengal. You might as well try to dry up the sea. In a 
country which la naturally a dry country like the Punjab, for insUnce, you may 
set to brork to remove all superfluous water by draining the oountry In 

Bengal, however, some other method must be densed . . If then you cannot 
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get rid ot the water, the next beet thing to do is to change ite chenu^er, that iaio 
convert the numberleas smaH shallow pools with a maximiiro of e(ige and a com- 
paratively low temperature into large expanses of water with a minimum edge 
and a higher temperature. The water which covers the land, especially during the 
wet HcuHon is derived from two sourr'es, vi*., spill water from the rivers and rain, 
t/'nder these circumstances, the object which we have m view can be achieved by 
holding up the water on the land dunng the wet months, in other words, by flooding 
the country ; and hy draining off the flood at suitable seasons. To do this satia- 
factorily we must call in tlie Kngineer and get him to construct embankments and 
sluices. If by thew; means we can regulate the amount of water on a given area 
of land w'o raiinot cmly hririg alxiut c»»nditions which are unfavourable to the breed- 
ing of tiKtsquiUM'H , but can also guard again.st damage being done to the crops, and 
indeeil, we <an enormouKly improve the crops Hy a fortunate dispensation of Pro- 
videiicis the staple crops of ]h>ngal — jute and ru-e — are crops which fjrow in stand- 
ing water and if wf rfr/ubifr f/»r tnflnv' and the rffur nf ikf iratrr »nrntifirally, 
u<f fan nof only dexlroy thf mofufiiitoe larva and maintain a Irvcf of water suit- 
ahlf for thf ja odurt ion of yond rrnpf, but wf rOn actually improvr the feriUHy 
of tkf land hy nllou'tny thf infhtvinfi wntfr to drpont its flit uj»on the xotl.’' 

‘2 it )M not generally realixed that although kula-ar.ar was known to occur in 
parts of liengftl, prior to the investigation undertaken hy the Assistant Director 
of Puhln Ilealih, no one siispected how wide- spread^ fhe infection was. Certain 
iniTKirtant fa^ts have also Imm*!! brought to light in regard to the sex distribution 
of the (liH«*ase It has also lieen shown to lie mainly of a sjKiradic tyfie, rather 
than the epidemic ty|M* common in .Assam. 


J|uperiq|enclenU of Industrioo. 

165. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 

Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Ih'partinenl of Agriculture and 
Iniiu‘<tries he pleased to state the number, mimes and spe( lal technical 
(Jihilifn ■ufiuns, if tliere he any, and the salary of the gentlemen recently 
appointed As ci’-cle inspectors in the Department of Industry?’ 

The Hon’bte the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I he memher 1 *^ referred to the answer gi\en to the 
unstarred (|ues|ion No. tot asked hy him at the meeting of the 
Tounril held on the fith Septemlier, 1921. The scale of pay sanctioned 
foi these officers is Us. 2fHW 20 700. 

The doHignatioii of the circle offii ers has since been cha-iged to 
Suiw*nniet^len\s of Indnstrios. 


Department of Industry. 

166. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon 'hie the Minister in charge the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing th» dutiea 
of all circle inspe<*tor»? 
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(6) Will^the llon’blo the Mininter W pleiuted to «tiit© whether any 
mult has been aehieved in tJie field of iudusUy by any of these i inde 
inspectors within their official jurisdiction^ 

^r) Will the IIon*ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the nutnl>er. name and h]»ecial qnaliticatious of the 
E<'onoinic Itotanists to the (loverniiient of liengal together witli the 
nature of their work of investigation, and the Jesuits mo far achieved!' 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 1 m‘ pleased to state the comI incurred 
b\ Oovernment for eiffploying these officersH 

ie) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
average amount of yeaily expenditure under the heail “ Kstablishnient 
Charges and travelling ” for the Department of Industry, Hengaly 

Tbe Hoffi’ble th« Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Khan Bahadur: ih), (r), id) and (c) 1’he nieinhtu is referred to (he 

answer given to the unstarred (luestioii Nt». askeil hy him at the 

meeting of the Legislathi* Coum il h*‘ld on the r>lh SeptcMulMM, Mil*?!. 


Attendance of nonH^fflcial elected members of the Bengal 
Legisletiee Council. 

* 167. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will tlu* llon’hle the Member in 

charge of the ]a*trislat ive D«‘partineTit he pfeiised to lay on the table a 
statement sIh>\\ ing 

it) the nuniher of da\*' on >%hich tin* Hcngal la*gislalive Council 
sat fnnn .lanuary to Deceiiiher, 19‘J1. and 
(u) the attendance of each id the non-<dfi< ial elet ted metnherH dnr- 
in<; tin* said periofi ? 

• MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT <the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler); </) Si\t\ da>s 

{>t) A statement is hud oit the tahh* 

Statement referred to lo the rrpfp to uneta^ tml ^wntnm So /<;7. nttoning 
the ^tltendanre of the toi {ehrtrd) tnettifieni of the HrntjiU 

Leijretntwe at meetnujg held duriotj the near 


.Vote Th(' andrckiMr of iie iiitierM wf.-. dbd or ro».i^*i»<o| (luroi- 0>" of the 


>6j«r 

I*a« not sfiown. 

• 

Toi*l nttmtMf of <1«|« iim 
rVt.jfK'O mi, •<»* .• l*w 
n. «U».>r Wit* 

Itii*) rximlMi'f til 

• 

1. 

Aii'ly, Babti Aiaulva Phote- 

ltd 


2. 

Afxiii, Naw»tr/.ii<i« K.M., Khao 
Batiadur. 

60 

60 

3. 

Ahroed, Kh«ii Bat.adtir MauUi 
^•duddfo. 

60 

4^ 

6 
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4 

s»n>r (tf dec-ti'd mfittitm. 

Aldii^'J, Khan IfahniJiir W’HhiiriinJdut 

Total ij .rniM*r of CfiJ 'li- 
Li/un'vJ *»i *inm‘ the 
turfjib^r >r*i< f)rct<'d 

Oo 

Total n amber a' 
attfadfi. 

50 

b 

Aliiiird, Mdiilvt A:tuil arwddin 

0) 

48 


Ahtned, M.iuivi UmIi I'lldiii 

00 

55 

7, 

Altme<l, .Miiiilvi Va<jiiiiiij(l>iifi 

00 

OU 

H. 

Alifij*‘<l, Mt. M. 

ou 

30 

1». 

Aliiiifd, MtiiiMlii Jafar 

Oo 

51 

10. 

A1<*.V, Mr. S 

JO 

20 

11. 

All. MimiIvj Sv«‘d Muksond 

On 

20 

l‘J. 

Ail Mr ^N‘'d Krfan 

tiO 

** 52 

i:i 

All, .Mr. SNi'd Naniin 

OO 

37 


All, .Miiij'lii Amir 

Till 

44 

\b. 

All, Miiiihld \viil» 

»;o 

44 

10 

Aralitiiiiii'lilHi, Maiihi Kltan'Kikar 

00 

40 

17 

A/.am Kliuti li.iliauiir Kliw.tj.i 

00 

OU 

IM 

Moliiiimd. 

ilai Haliitdiir AOiii.ihIi 

00 

3J 

111 

ClifH.tlra 

11,11 mil, Kill S.iliil* fV'iTl- li.uiaii. 

r.'i 

') r, 

■JO 

M II K 

lOu 1 mi. M r 1 1 

»,i 1 

;is 

J1 

lluiu. Bill'll .liiim li«i Nulli 

Ou 

.^i3 

JJ 

B. ad. 1, Ml. r F 


lU 

J». 

lli.M . Ml S. M 

I'll 

57 

24. 

i'ai.'V Ml W i. 

Oil 

J 1 

2f» 

( Imii imiKtir, B li'ii lOiMik I'li.mdia 

»)'» 

5 i 

2f. 

( 'liHiulliiiri, B.iltii K’"ii ‘M Mi'liaij 

1 .1 1 

uU 

27. 

( 'tumiBiiii I, B d’li r.mk'iii.illi 

<Ui 

47 

JH 

1 'liitudlmit Kli.m B diikdiii .NBtuIvi 

l.'l 

3u 

2‘.i 

llitli/.ar Uiihaimin 

Cliniidliuri, NlauKi Siiuli Moliamma'i 

00 

43 

30 

I'haiidimn, U.it liaMMi'ini NatO 

0. t 

4H 

31. 

rimu'lluiri, Sir A-hOi^Ii. K i 

till 

30 

32. 

rolmii. Ml l> J 

oo 

1 1 

33. 

I'liri If, Mr \\ 1 ' 

JO 

“ 17 

34. 

hat, MrS. U. 

Oo 


33 

a Kai lUlitk itii NiiMraii 

oo 

5- 

36. 

Climidf a 

IV, Balm FmiiiidrA Lai 

Go 

47 

37. 

Kiii Bahadur B\«r4 Lul. 

Go 

40 

38. 

M.B K. 

l>u(t, Mr. Aj«>v Chuiidfr 

60 

4.1 

30 

Uai Bahadur I>r. lUridhan 

00 

58 

4'>. 

Baht) Aniiad* i'harau 

GO 

52 

41 

,, „ Irtdu Bhualian 

60 

52 

43. 

Farocjui. Mr. K. <t. M. 

60 

65 
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SaMX ot 

numlMK ttf 
< wju. il 

oirnitMir mm» 

lUj» 1 ‘0 
•loor tlit 

Total nunibrr of - 
attaudfatt. 

43 

Korre^ler. .Mr J Ctttnpl>«il 

60 


5J 

44. 

<ihatak, Hui Huhaiitir NdtuAt.t 

Go 


4 :. 

4') 

♦ tOofk*, Mr. 1), C. 

60 


5H 

46. 

,, Hal Huiiu.iui Juj^riuirti 

I'liuniler 

6i» 


5u 

47 

(forilun Mr. A. I). 

60 


47 

4^ 

Hmj, Maui\i A. K PazI-u! . . 

<;o 


4H 

4‘.^ 

,, Shall .''MmI Ktu<l«.i,il 

Go 


5G 

l> t. 

, Mmilvt Kkruitiui 

6 I 


55 

M. 

llii<M«ain, Miiul\i MaiiHiiiiiKM] 

Mailita^ur. 

Go 


37 


Jaiiiea, Mr li, H L I.rtii^fonl 

Go 


:iH 

.'i.l 

Jaiiali, BaImi Savat riiutxlia 

Go 


17 


Kartiii, Man)\ i \lt.iul 

GO 


5h 


. l ii/l tl 

Go 


Go 

66 

Khan, Buhii I>f U inlia l.al 

M 


25 

6. 

,, MatiK 1 liiiinui (i<i (iiii 

6.0 


.57 

6H 

,. , M Ali.itltln. tl K.tll jMt 

1 >Mi.. 

60 


5l» 

6». 

,, lui/ mr liffl'iiiiKi 

Go 


54 

6 K 

Kh.iti i li ui-li.(iri . Kh If. H’liiuUin 
M.iuui Muh iiiidirt iS Kr-iiad \h. 

60 


51 

61. 

l.jiriiK ur Mr. F \ 

Go 


47 


1. , l6i la K. 1,. . ‘ ' IS . , 1 

(.0 


11 

6H. 

Makriiii..(h, IHitiifitii 

Go 


.M 

<>4 

Mailik, H.iImi S.if. ii-lri \.ith 

6i.' 
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Ml K' ti/.ii'. Mt 1>. 1‘ 

Go 



6.6 

* 

Mitra Hui Bttl.A hir .Male tt ira 

( liiiijtif it 

6i» 


5l» 

67 

Muitra, I >r Ulifnira .Natli 

6.1 » 


.52 

♦ iM. 

Mu-^^i Mt r, 

».0 


;o; 

616 

Mnklutrji, B.ihti rij.iii. Ira 

Go 


VJ 

70 

Mnkhorj f, Btt6n Niisu l*h“M 

Go 


50 

71 

Mu»:hopa<lha\ a. ilaf.u Ntiat 1 handra 

Go 


5o 

7-2 

Mulll< k, B-thii Nirudf B* hary 

GO 


59 

73 

.S'.k‘->, Mu/,.i Mu(>a»9*»iia 1 Ah 

no 



74 

Naak«*r. B.ihn Ueni haiilr.t 

Go 


5H 

75. 

I'*hluwan, Maiilvt Muhamiiiftd Ah«iul 
Jaithar. 

60 


4H 

76 

77 

Pal, Hai Bahadur Hadiia Charau 

PotJdar, Bahu Kf^ah^-ram 

GO 

GO 


60 

• 

23 

78. 

Pu*;h, Col‘>r»4»l A J 

GO 


31 

79. 

Kae, Mr. W H. 

60 


3 :. 

80. 

Haikut, Mr. Praaanna L>eh 

60 


44 

81. 

Hauf Maulvi Shah Alxlur 

60 

• 

50 


6 
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NarrK* rrf in«;ul^^ n. 

TrJUl injojh I of tirf 

(oriint-it k»t fine* tUc 
inrmbcr wjw ♦•lerU'l. 

ToUl number of <U>* 
atten4>?<l. 

Ht. 

lUy, Bttbu Hiiat>en4rH (,huii<Jra 

GO 

25 

83 

,, ,, Sureiulra N»th 

GO 

60 

84 

,, Sliih SlM‘klriife'^v\ ar 

Go 

Go 

Hf> 

,, IIhi I'luliiitliir rpi-u'lra i.il 

GO 

20 

8li 

Hay C'luotfiliuri, Habii Hr<j*n>itu 
Ki»0i^»r, 

Go 

;J7 

H7 

Huy ( Hiija Munitiiil ba 
Nath 

CO 

44 

8H. 

K'>y, Hilt'i a KiHlma 

00 

.38 

8<J 

,, :» Nutli 

Go 

44 

‘JO 

,, ,, N.tlitM N.»ltj 

0 I 

60 

IM 

,, .Miiliarajtt li.iliitOiir K**!! kimt h 
(‘hantlra. 

Go 

43 


,, .Mr Hijt«y I’toNdl 

20 

24 


„ Mr J K 

Gtr 

:io 

‘J4 

'i'iint HItiisiiit 

Go 

40 


, Hui Hiiii<i<iiir {..lilt Moli'tit Stag'll 

GO 

4 0 

‘j ; 

,, It ij ( M.iailoll Siii^li, (1C 

GO 

68 

'J7 

l{i*s 1 'li.iUillitiri, Hiiim Sii u|i Nmli ... 

Go 

47 

‘J8 

Siilaiii, Kliiiii iialiH'ini Al*’itiH 

G 1 

37 

loj. 

Sarkar, HaOu ^ iiaitdra 

()t 1 

46 

100 

,, , a Nath 

Go 

6o 

101. 

Suiha, Malm .'‘tifcjnli a Naruvuij 

I. i 

6.; 

102 

'^liirlv, Mr 11 

)>• j 

47 

uri. 

Stihrn\^aulv Dr A. 

Go 

4 0 

lot 

,, llrta><ii'< 

i t( 

4n 

\i)U 

.M» 1! iiM' ^ n Sti!iii< •! ... 

)i 1 

66 

lor. 

Tjumth, Mr \\ 1, I |! c 

l.u 

20 

107, 

\\ Sin\l|i .Sir li M., kl 

i;o 

46 


Strength of Police force in the 24-Pargana8 district and 
number of crimes therein. 

les, Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will il,. \hm'hh^ i 

Mt'iulx't ill t ImrKO of tlo* INtln e DfjMirtiiH'nt bo la\ dh t 

Ittblo a stutoiuont sliowini; 

(0 tbo ti^tal tuimbci of the polioe foroe, i.r., oiliiers and ( onstable**, 
utliuhfd to earh polire-statiiui in the di'^trii t of the 24-l*ai. 
^ j^aiius in the years ItUl. 19iri. and IICI ; and 

Ml) the niiiuUer of eojfnisable erinies. {h) daeoity caaes, {<) rase^ 
of rohlwry, {*!) murder cases. (c> c ulpable hotniride, and 
(/) theft cases reported from the area undar each police- 
atafion in the aaid district in every quinquennium from 
\m\ to 11>21 ? 
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MEMBER in eliargt of POLICE DEPARTMEHT (tHo 
iir Hofiry Whoolor): (i) and (it) Tt lia,H Wf*!! ftsoi*rtain<'d that th« rol!«H5* 
tion of these figures would involve <onsidernhIe thne and lalwuir. In 
view of the somewhat remote hearing? of anv statistics t»f and IfUl 
upon the eirrumstam es of the present day, it is not eonsidered nes essary 
to direct this eompilaticm. 

Stoppage of district board grant to Sibhati Middle English School 
and other schools in the Basirhat subdivision. 

1S9. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference 

(d tlic ans\eei i^iven t(» nn^^taired ijue*ition No 127 l»v Mauivi V'arlal 
Kiuirit for tlje ineetin^r <»f the Nt April. Itt'Jl, >\ill the Hon’hle the MitU'*- 
ter in eliarjje of the lh*j):»i tment (»f Iviueation 1 m» pieased to state why th© 
district hoard /jraiif to tiie Sihhati Middle Mn^dish St hotd in suhdivisioii 
Basirhat, in the «listii(d of 24-Par^anas, was stoppi'dV 

Is it not a fact that, even after the lenmva! of th* di‘fects and 
irrcp’ularitic'* noticed, and aftei the ieef>mm»*n lation for the renewal 
of the district hoaid i,riant h\ the Additional lnvjM*«'(or of S«'hools, Bnv- 
sideiK V Division, the distint hoard ^^rant to the Sihhali Middle Knjflish 
Scliool was init renewed y 

• (c^ Will lh<* Iloi»’ld(* the Minister he pleaseil to slat* wliether it is 
a fact that the siidilen st(*ppa^M» of distiict hoard y'lant resulted in the 
Banitar Mitlille Kn^-lish S( Invol in the same siihdi\ision and the Bera- 
^lianipa Schoid in the subdivision of B.irasat heirit,,- i losed ihiwn y 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Milter): (ti) '^Wie >;iant was stopp»‘d, (iwinj; to 

the exislem e of )jia\c iiic^ulai it les in tin* cioidui t (tf the sch<»ol, on the 
reeommendatimi of the Distric t Deputy Iiispec lor of S< hoeds, 24-l*iir- 
j^anas. 

* (h) The Inspec tor of Schools, Presidenev Division, reeoiumended the 
renewal of the j^rarit on the 2‘lnl Novemher. I!t21, and it will he paid 
in due* eourse. 

(r) No. Panitar Middle Knt^lish SehcK)! fell into a state* of decay 
before the distric t hmird jrrnnt was mispended in March, Pt?fl (lovern* 
merit have no information of any fw licMd ever havirijti- ©xiHt<*d at Hern- 
champa. 

^ Railway between the Potfina and Dhaleewari. 

170. Rai PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: (n) Will the Ifon'Me the 
Minister in eharjfe c»f the Dejuirtment cef Puhlie Works Ih* i|>l©aM©<l Ut 
state whether the (’oinmiltee ap|w»inted tc» re|M»rt as tc> the feasihilitv of 
a railway eonatniction in the true t hetaeeii the riv<*rs ihidma and Dhalea- 
a*ari has aubmitted its report? 

(6) If «o, what action, if any, have the (tovernment taken ufHin it? 
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MINISTER inchargBof DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon'Wo the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Baha^r): 

(a} and (h) The U6!iiul>er is referred to the reply given to question No. 58 
(a} iti), asked by Babfi Brojendra Kinhor Kay (’haudhuri at the meeting 
held on the l!Hh January, lu^^t. 

Aiaiftant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan 
Education. 

171. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (o> Will tlitj Hmrble the Minister ^ 
in « liarge of (he Depai t meiil <»f Kdm at ion be pleased to lay on the table 
a staleiiieni sImjw ing - • 

(if the dat> when the post t)f Assistant Diieitor of Public Instnic- 
ti«in loT Muhammadan I'ahication was fiist created; 

(//) tlie annual iost*ol the post iiu luding the estjiblishment , 4*tc. ; 
and 

ini) tlie work «»f impojtance iloiie b\ liiin to iiirtl»(*i tlie lause of 
M uhammadan edticat ion ? 

(It) W’ill (he Hon’ble the Minister be fdcjised to state wliether the 
Assistant r)iic<toi (an take any initiative in any niattci regarding 
Muhammadan education w ithout the sum tion (d the Duet tor of Public 
I nst 1 net ion Y • *. 

(cl W'as thei(‘ an\ i»ccasion when the I)iie« tor lefu'-cd to < omply 
with th(‘ sugg(*stions «d the .\ssistant l)ire< toi in tlo' matter of further- 
ing (he ( aus(‘ ol Muhammadan education ? 

{ih If so. what weie th«»s,- suggestions or i econmiendat ions y 
(/ ) .\ie the (fo\einment <onside?ing the d('■^llal)ll it y of abolishing 
tile post (d .\ssis(ant l)iie( toi of Puldn In^iimtioii and (d utilising the 
savings thereid in giant mg stipends to deserving Muhammadan bo\sy 

The Hon*bl6 Mr. P. C. MITTER: to* i/i 21 t Augu t. Iffld 
{n) IN. 2(1. Odd. 

{m) 'I’his (dVn ei lias no separate otlic e He forms an integral part 
of the Direitoi's idhce He has no separate budget - jurisdiction 
over an\ institution but is an athisor) tdlii ei onl\. In addition to his 
headt|Uarters duties he touts all ovei tin' pio\in( e and dist usses w’ith 
and advises the Inspectors <d Schools in regard to all matters c(|nne(de<l 
with the education <d Muhammadans and has the power (d an Assistant 
Director oV Publii Instruction to deal with cases relating to tht‘ e<luca- 
(ion of Muhammadans. He is also a general adviser to (lovernment 
regarding Muhammadan ( lericul appointments. ‘ 

(h) The Assistant Direi tor for Muhammadan Kdm ation has no exe- 
entive autfiority except that ilelegated t«* him by the Direc tor. He 
works as an Adviser and Assistant of the Diret tor. and as an adviser he 
niH'esHurily initiates pro|>osals. 

{r) and (d> It is inevitable that the Direc tor, who is in charge of edn- 
calioii as a W’hcde, is not always able to accept or carrx- through the 
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recMjniuuMHlatioiis of aik t»f!uor who thnil.s with '.ho intore«4t«i of only one 
iiec^tion of the eoininiinity. Sxit’h ra.'ies have orrurretl. Kinunt inl diffi- 
culties have al-io fiequenlly pievf‘nte<| actiim on thu A^sivtant Diiector's 
rt'coininendat lon.N. A h.'^t of the eu'^es eouhl h«‘ onl\ at th«' cost 

of inu< h Hi'art h, ami the value t»f the uiforinatton wtuihl m>t justify the 
lab<»ur involve<l. 

(# \ No, 1'he apjHfintinent was made ami has been i iUitnmed in tlefer- 
eiue to Muhainiuadan pulthe opinion. If (^o^eln^uent be satisfied that 
the suj;treslnm has ieall\ the suppoit oi the M uhaniniadan publie, 
» <i<>vei nnient would be prepared tiJ < nnsider it. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discusstofi of matters of general public interest). 
Annual grant to municipalities and district boards. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAs Do leHohiioui staudniK m 

ni\ name runs .»s i.dlc.w 

" d'liis ( ou IK i! HMominends i «> t he t n»\ ei nineii t tlmt an annual friant 
be f'lven 1(t e\er\ munnipaliiv and disiiut Imaid ol llen^tul, to be 
knifwn as a sanitai\ ciani attoidin^'’ tti the i<»ndiliiui uioi nee<ls id the 
Hjiinnupalit \ and dssiint bnaid. and that pioxisum la* made a»eoithn^l\ 
in tlie budvret oi l'.t22-2'5 

I' rom wlpit 1 haw* loMid fiom the Kon’Ide Ministei in loiinei tioil 
with a resolution of |)t .latimiia Nath \|oitia in \o\eml»ei last ami 
from the sii bHrijuent i on\ n s,it kui whnh I had witli tlo- lion ble 
Minister, I umleistami tli.it the llon’hle Minister a'«epls tiie primipie 
of helpini; distin t boaitls b\ lo.ii' or },tiants and as regards the miino o 
paliTies the Ilon'ble .Miiiistiu is willinijr to lielp them, on 
a ppl leat loll . b\ eiants as far as iiriunis^ames jurmit 

Therefore. I do not s«*i‘ anv lOMessitv of mo\ in;.,^ the lesidufioii and 
to withdraw it 

'The lesolution was then. b\ |ea\e of flie ('oumil, withdrawn 

Alleged excesses committed by Police and Civil Guards. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 no se that “ this (’oiiroil 

reeomniemls to the ( io\ lu nmeni that immediate step- la* t.ikeii b\ the 
(lovernment fm tlie appointment ol a |oint lommitteeof imuifl v (loiismt- 
iii^' of two odn laU ami five non-offii ml inemlHUs of the (’oumil — the 
hitler t# he eleeted h\ the ( oiimdt (mi rminiiv into the allejred exeesse*. 
tiaiimilted hv some members <,1 the (‘ahotta Poliee T'oree also <d the 
f'ivil (tuard on the ’2ath. 2t*th and 'J7th l)e< einhei . If(21,sit Merhua- 
bax-ir ami other idare- in Cahijlt,!. with a \ n w t<» find out what offemo'*, 
it un\\ have been eommrtted hv them ami what steps, if any. should he 
taken to prevent the reiurieme of any sm h offemes ami exeesses in 
future,” 
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Thi.M motion, I nii|;(Iil say, is llie »)ut(ome of the extremely helpless 
fonilitioii to which the jieople in various parts of (^clcutta, esj)e(‘ially in 
AfcThutthazui , Kntally and AIukun Sc|Uaie hnahiy were put, owing to 
tfte alleged exresHes in the shaj** of inen ilc*?*M aHsauIts and w'holesale loot 
Ik some of the memher.s of the J*o!iee servic e and the Oalcutta Civil (tuard 
iti tl»e huirth we<-k of Dec-euiher last. Immediately aft<*r the oceiirrence of 
(hesr inridentH inquiries w'ere made hy some respectable catizeiis of 
Cah iilta, amongst whom were M»me members of this Council. In the* 
open impnr\ held in these phires, there were witnesses from all sections 
ot the community - Hindus, Muhammadans and (Jhristinns, Indians and 
laictipeans, iiouseholders and ‘diop-keepers, tea< hers and missionarie.s — 
who were examined to asceitain the facts eorrettly. t'he medical men 
nht) attendecl to the injured pii-^ons were (‘xamiriad; and first-hand 
intoi Illation fiom the hospitals was also obtained by those who held the 
imptiry. As a result of these impniies pnnui fan*' evidence w'us obtained 
by them. Ibtoic* these imjumes weie fullv ( ompleted, the»-e was a 
committee foimed ot a numbeo of well-known < iti/ens of Calcutta, of 
various shades of pcdilnal opinion, f«>i taking st«*ps in the matter with 
the helj) and c<>-oja'mtion of the ( loverniiient . 'J’he c-ommittee was meant 
for (he protection of the pc>oj)le of the country against police high-handed- 
ness and zulum and it hacl Mr H (’. ( 'hukiahutty, as its 1‘resident and 
my friend, Mr. Mahhoob Al>, was its Vicc*-l*resident and my esteenn»(i 
inend, Sir A.sutosh Chaudhuii. v\as also a member of tlie committee 
The committee lecpiested one (d i(^ able mcmheis, Hai Itailha 
(duiran Pal liiihudui, touirangi* with ihc toKcrnment fot receiving 
a deputation so that it might place before* His lixcellencv tb<‘ 
(jovernor the facts wbnh it liael aHeertained in the uourse of itrf 
preliminary imumv, ami t«» <lis« nss with him (he ahimrmal situation 
with a view to pievent the recuiicnce of sm h things and to assure the 
public mind against tbe severe exn*sses and the inc'oncei vable outrages 
committed by certain members of tbe iNdice and tbe Civil (iuard. To 
the infinite regret of the* IVoteetion (’ommittee— if not to their great 
surprise “thev were (old by (lovernment that the deputation could not 
be received as no useful puipos«» would be .served by doing so. The 
assertion of tins reason is u pail of tbe bureaucratic creed, and it is 
always availed (»f when tb«*v apioeiiend and fon*see a fearful exposure 
or a well-merited critirisin, Tbe ecunmitlee therefore had nc other 
alternutive»,than to complete their inquiry with a view to keep the 
evidence avuilahle for any future impartial incjUiry by an authorised 
Hoard of Inquiry which tbe im‘iubers of this (\uinril were exjiec'ted to Iw 
able to bring into existence by moving in tbe Council re.solutioiis of this 
c'Uuructer. ^ Hence this rescdutiou and hence this demand for a joint 
committee <»f iiupiiry with a view to find cuit what offenc es, if any, had 
been committed, and to take steps to prevent such woeful excesses in 
future'. 

The question, therefore, is whether we .should take steps to save the 
people, our countrymen, from the dangerous effes'ts of unbridled license 
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conferred on the police hy the e\tM‘«tiv«»; or we nhouhl ptM'ket all insnltH, 
a^niU, humiliatioiKs, loot. eh ., hy the poliie on ourselven aiol expet't 
and encourage all such trentnieii! of us in the future. 

Then comes the (pieslmn of the incidents that .uaurred at Kntally. 
Marcus Square, etc*. In my motion I included Kntallv als<i, hut I uni 
told hy the StH'retary to the Council that 1 could not inc lude it in the 
scope of my resolution us an inquiry was already heing held tii that 
matter hy the Sealdah Magistrate. 1 have unfortunately to cuflei liom 
that view, hut I do not like to pi ess the matter, I'he nn|uiiy that (Ice 
‘Magistrate is hcdding is about the death of a *• man name unlviioun, " 
and noth i ng^ more* . 1 do not wish in go into dc'taiis, as the\ aie'nll 

known and the e\ ideiice lias hcen puhlisloai in llo* Indian newspapers 
from day to dayc"' With n>;aicl to the* iioiuny made at laith 
these places hy the committee. I may say that up to the pn'senf 
day they have examined over d(MI witnesses who spoke cd haN ing 
n*cei\ed assaults, insults, humiliations. aiol whet spoU* of tin* use 

of hre-anns hy theC’ivil (inardsand lo<»t in several c'ases in thcor [>re'»encc*. 

As there are many oilier nn niheos who are wdliug to speak, as I 
presume from tlie numerous resoluticuis on the snlijecM, I do n<tt like to 
take up muc h tunc* of the* ( ouucii, as they arc* sme to go into 
ch'lails. 'riieretore, I only movi* my lesoluiion for appeonting a 
jofht cominitte** of irfcpiiry not fnon the point of \ii‘w of a men* 
uhstruct satisfaction, hut for the* di'finile purjtosc* of .sc*eing what 
offc'nces, if any, have h(*en committc‘d. and what steps shctuld he taken 
in order that there may he no recurrem e of sin h ctncin es and exc-esses. 
It has been suggc'sted tliat it is too late Hnt 1 do not think it is so, unci 
in cerder to avoid criticisms of that descript ic»n which w<*re levelled 
against me in ccumec tion with the ('handpur incidents, it was 1 who 
pressed that the evidence of witnesses lie recorded and preserved mc» that 
liiey niiL*‘ht la* utilised in iuture I'hese soils of arguno ntN w ill riot hedd 
under the present eircumstam es. 'Phe doctors aic here, the medical iin'ii 
are here, the injured peojde are lieie; their names, addresses, and state- 
ments are already down and these will he available for use hy the joint 
committee which I projamc* Tin* cjuestion of Is'latc'dness cannot 
possibly arise in this case. 

1 do^ot wish to |uke up fuither lime of the (’ouncil and I hope (hat 
the members w'ill accc*pt the resolution and give it their siqiport. I’hai 
is all that I have to say. * 

Withdraiirai of ratolutiofu 

Mr. HUiEYN tHAHEED tUHRAWARDY Ining alAet.t. the 
following resolniion standing in his name, was di'emed to have l»een with- 
drawn : — 

** Tkia Council recommends to the (fovernrneiit that a committee 
oonaisting of seven meml>ers, five being electerl hy the non-official 
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mf*fnl»ors i)f tlif* {’(niiKil firmi llipiiiselves, be appointed to 

ifnjMin* ml<» fhe hh nl^-iits at M»-< huab.iz.ij (iii tlie ?(ith Det (‘iiiber, 1921.” 


Incidents at Mechuabazar. 

Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 niove that “ this (\mn(il 
riv oinjriends to i he ( inveirnnerjt tliatn totninitfee of pnblir irnpiirv 
roliiposed (»i uffn lal and inoi-ntfM lal ineinheis m tli»* |ir»»poi t ion of nlie- 
lliiid and tun-tfuid'' respe< 1 1 \ «d\ . fa* appointed to invpsti^»'ate and rejxirt 
up(»n ail the < in nnista jm e^ ielatjnj.r to the o((imen< es at eMecliuabazar 
(»n llie 2hlfi l)e(iMid)e!. IH’v'l. ^^lth spe< nil leteieiae to the alleirat ions 
a^aifist the I’idn e and the ( 'i\ il ( inaids iii ( onnei tif»n tlieieu ith ” 

The ipNolution W’hnh I ha\< the hon.air to move luiis almost on the 
same lines as the othei ? esoliit loiis. one (d whnli lias been mo\ed h\ the 
pre\ lolls speak ei . I am sun- i he ( io\ ei nment will lealise that it eontaiiis 
the same ie.|nesl -theierinest foi 1 he a j»j»onit im nt of a mixed com- 
mittee (d imjntn to iminiie into the .die-..! loiis that ha\e been made I 
ma\ olisei\e lhaf when llo- imot. nts -,,ok pla< e ii .\fe. Inia ha/at in tlie 
early mornini: o» Ijtdh I)e< emb.-rlasi . the w hoi<- ot ’ic noi iliei n part cd the 
town was plun^'eil into paiin and sensation, and then* was a ^'■eri«<i*al 
stampede from that h.. alit\ as the people t}iouol,t (},; 4 t tlieii lives ami 
piopertv were not sat*- Some of the respe. table n'snlerds(d the lo. alltv 
were approai he.l the next da> . and ll■<lllested tl was <,ne of them who 
hapjiened to li\e » lose h\ • to ^o lo tin- spot to soe what oKuried there 
the ni^^ht pia-vioiis and to make heal imunries Ln( al inquiries a*<ord- 
intrlv weie made f>\ those ^-entlemen. who \is)ted the various pho es. 
which weie alle^red to ha\e been looted and raided b\ the polne, and 
after' some pieiimiriaM impm; theA wme satisfied tiorn the />ru,u/ 
evidence that was axailable that tousiderable damajr*^Va^ done and the 
alie^mt ions td loot ami raid wme not baseless, A< cnfllifijrlN the e-entle- 
nien who were present at the im|inr> .m the 27th e\enin^’- djove to the 
(’onmnssioner of Ihdne. w Im wms not juesent in his quarters and c(.uld 
not be found. 'rhe\ . theiefore. dio\e to the Ilon’lde Sir Henr\ Wheeler 
at the Heniral (Mub am) had an inieTvii'w w ith him He said he would 
ask for a lepoit and when the nontldnen ’ eo uesi ed 1 ha t a public inquirv 
shoubl betJiehl into the mattoi he lejihed that he would first of all for 
a repoit fiom the (’ommissnmei of l‘oli< e on the su))je<‘t. About Hint 
time the People’s Pioleitmn ('<*nmnttee i arne into existerue. under 

circumstam es already ivlateil h\ the prex ious sp,»aker. and tlie ^gentle- 
men whujiook part in the inquiiy weie invited to phu e before the (’oni- 
inittee whatever mateimls thev had .olle. ted. and this was done. I may 
also state that some responsible members of the Muhammadan « (uninuni- 
ty. amoutf whom was Mi. Shaheed Suhiawatd\. aUo made some iiu|uiry 
after we had left and took eitain notes. All these facts were placeif 
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l»®for6 thp ('oinraitti'f' — the* fon-st.tutiuii of uhhli hu*< alwiify 
«ril>pd — who considered that it would 1 h» to appnwch lii^ 

Excellency the . (luvci not on the vuh}f<t, and coi»s»*nuent 1\ an 
application made No tie puipos,* oi waitin>r upon him oif 

a deputation to explain ^^llat tiauvpiied at Me< hunhazai and to 
ask for a public’ imiuiiy. K'c iituallx that nooe ot tin* » omnnttee ended 
in nothing, a^ evident 1\ thc‘ prt>posal wa*' not a« c c'ptablf to tlie (iovc'iio 
meni. 1 need not enter uilit further detaiKon tliat point here 'I heii the 
committee' hac’ no opinui but to ajrpcunt aiitliontatnc’lv on heir own bc*- 
»)ia)i certain jrc'Ut boucMi to take* down r\ nliMo «• in due couist- Ik mailNin^'^ 
the public to ccuue and di‘)»oM* a'* to what tln-\ knew c»t the wlu.le atlun. 
'I'he ^c^entlenfcMi appeunted foi the' purpose ac4oidni>^l\ assembb'd at 
Mec huabaz.Jf Strec't Tli a uni’iful ioi a « empb' ol da\s and tcnk ,cud notc'd 
down all that the witne'«sc*x d»‘|»*>Hi*d '1 hat exidemo is unw in the po^s- 

e*«i>n»n cd the committen' and will be a\ailable it the CiovcMiiment would 
kindly take the mattcu up .imi appoint a eommittc-c* a'' su^r^'csied 

It apjicMis fiom the e\ idem e that has been plac «‘d betoic* th*’ com- 
mittee that in t he small houi s nt t he mm inn ot the Ijlit h 1 tec c*mhei . I hei e 
was a leji’ulai laid bc'^'innin^c fioin the mostpn* at Mec iniaba/.at Street 
almost opposite* ihe Maiciis S<je.tie dt»w n to t’enlial .\\c‘nue and hoin 
t’ential A\(‘nuc‘ lurthc'i wc'slwatd in th« dnec lion of (’hitpni Hoad and 
th^t no less tiian l!t (4111! it is statc'd main moii'l shops w 4>n> laidc cl ami 
looted and the' inmates intimidated and hnitalK asHauiti'd lmlec>d ^mne 
of them sliow»*<l the* !n|Uin*s tlie\ i<*ceivi’d, sniiie o| ihc'in c am<* 
with thc'ii hands in sjin^rs, sniee wc*ir limpinp. and soiio* wc*rc* 
in a hall limjniij^' ccmdition ipeilifips the\ wc'ic- limpmp^ l)c*jon*i. 
All this show s that then* is a /0////0 /»n c-asi* im an im|uii\, It H 
unfottunate that the* in<|nii\ that was lodcl was not a t lov ei iinic’iil nicjunv' 
because in that case* tlie jioln e officers would Inn c* been prc-senl. then* 
Would ba\e been cross-exam mat nm arnl tin* police would have been abb* 
to jnesent their side of the case befeue the committee ll(»we\ei, the 
coinmittc'e hat! no option but to take whatever evidcmee was available, 
and the evidence the\ coilecl<*d unmist.ikab)\ show’s that someflnnjf 
ver\ serious occuried in that pan cd the* town, and it desones a sift- 
m^ iiicjiiirv by (foveiiiment. Si-nu' time afterwards, peibafcs alter the 
m*liee cd these resolutions was sent up fioveinment isstiocl a belated 
rftnuinim*/ut\ statintr that an imjiiirv was held w}»c*thei that was the 
rmmiiv promised b\ the HcuTble Sir llc-nr\ Wheeler 1 do nofjitnow - bv 
Hird, the Deputv ( dmmissjoner , ami the rintt m fnin/ui' is nothitij;; 
but a rt'Hurne of the rc fiort submitted b\ tbiif officer. I will deal with 
that report later on. 

Ill the first place, I clesire to draw attenticen to the fac t lliat «M»tne 
rnemlnTM of the c’(immnnii\ with the utrnost confidence a ppre cached h 
M ember <*f the ftovernnient to ask for a public rncjiiiry into the alle- 
}nttion« made afraifint the police. Some time elapsed, and it in now 
published to the world that thcece who were the ac euwed. whether Hjfhtly 
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or wron^fly I not kinm, were iiiarlp the judj^eR. They submitted a 
report to (loverntneot, whieh is now published by them as apparently 
their ou n deliberate verdiet . It is often deelared frhm the highest 
i|uurters that the repf es»*iital ives of the people and the tiovemment 
Khf>iild net in eollab(»ration. I ask the Members of the Government 
whether this sort (»f rollalrorat ion wonbl ensure the ronfidenee of the 
publie, w'hielj is the rlesiie of every right-thinking man of the com- 
munity 't 

^Phen T come to lire (fo\einment rininintruqu*\ which in a manner 
admits the iai<l. It is .sairl that <»n*‘ tea-sho|», two cloth-shojis and one 
rice-shop were raidrsl, ■whereas the e\ idem e (I have got c<^>ies of the 
evirlem e in my hamls) shows that no less than 1!) jahojis were raided or 
bM)ted. I d<» nirt wish to weary the House with the nann's and addresseR 
of the owners ami the rlescription of the slurps, but the evirlence in mv 
hamls shows that 1ft shf>|)s were raided and considerable damage waf» 
done to tlu'ir proper ! \ 

One oth<‘r thing that I wish to fomdi U[)on is the dejrlorable and most 
brutal muriler fd a corrslable. I do m»t warit to dis( uss that j>oint now 
l»ut later on I sliall sa\ s«»tm*tbing regarding it. What 1 want to say is 
this that e\en assuriniig that the murder was lornmilled hy some hooli- 
gans, Is that i»ri\ reason wh> the whole hxaiity slumld be turned topsy- 
tirrv\ ami tlu‘ peopb* slnruld br‘ assaulter! imliscrifu inalrdy ? We are'jill 
loyal subjects r.f Ifis Imperi:«l Maiesiy the King- Kmper-or ; lliere are 
goo<i riuui as well as bad men. but 'hoiild tiu* good men suffer erpiallv 
willi the bad men and tin* pohr e be piven a free harrd to roughly hamile 
them^ Is this the wa\ to win tlu* b»\alty and allegiance of the teeming 
millions of llm people of India ? 1 appeal to the ( (msciom e of the Hr itisli 

nation through the (b»\ernment here, and I hopf‘ my watrds her*e will 
reach the ears of the Ser ietarv of State, the rrime Minister ami His 
Majesty tlu* King. I am not a non-co-operator ; I believe in the justice 
and beneficem e of the Hritish (nrvernment ; so I ask are the good men 
to suffer erjually w ith (he had men ? However, there is ample ground for 
a public impiiry. 

N(»w T conre to the murder of the constable. The whole thing seeing 
to he sliroudeil in m>s(er>. A srditary cmistuhle. one of my country- 
men. has been murdered. If he has been murdered hy hordigens. why 
is the Go\^rument sitting idly Why is there no judicial incjuiry in the 
matter? I <Io not say that the prdice are t«> he punished, if any Kooli- 
gan or Imd character has done the deed, hut why is it that no efforts are 
made punish the offender? G<»vernmcnt seems to I>e silent. Govern- 
ment has i.Rsuerl a rommunuiut\ hut there is m> indir ation that efforts are 
Wing ma^e tr» trace the < ulprit ; on the cimtrary there is a difference in 
the report of the two pidiee oflirers. one says (he death was due to gun 
shot and the other that it was due to hthi blows or hammering bv Uthis, 
and 1 do not know what m tuully was the case. What I want to sav is 
that it is rather strange that there should be two versions; go I think » 
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public inquiry will reassure the public iniiul ami roiuuve much uf the 
inisapprehensiou that at present *»xi>ts 1 know from personal experi- 
ence that in Ih© northern part of the town, the Iiuiian constables were 
soraewhat less warm than the Kuropean M»r>?eants in the executitm of 
their duties; the\ were not so ajrj^ressixe oi tiverrealous as the Kuntpean 
police serfreauts and it is said I hope it is based on false leport that 
that jHiraxtalla ini^hi have been unpopulai with the }K)lice seiji^euuts uml. 
therefore, lost his life in that way. 1 do not ciedence to that report, 
but it is no use blinkinj^ the fact. It is n<* use sliutting our mouth 
* here when tens and hundiedscd thousands »»f j>et>ple in the northern part 
of the town^speak of it. So I sax u ptihln inquiiy xxould ilispel that 

xx ronj?’ iinpression. lint ( i«>x ei iino-nt does n(»t ftM*l inclined to accept the 

suff^festion. Why does the (ioxeinment fear^ (toxernmeiit xx ill m»t 
lose anything; iheichy; on the «nn1iaiy a public nniulrx xvill strenjrlhen 
the hands of the (loxcrnnient ami the public xxill la* assinetl xvhen they 
learn the ai tual facts, and the lli»n*)>)e Sn Iboiiy Wheeler from hia seat 

in the (’ouiicil xxill be able sjicak xxilli n-donhled lone that (ioV<‘rn- 

ment have been malij.rned and imsn piescnfetl ; tlie public xxill thus be 
assure<i and tlic f«»rccs aj.rainst (ioxeinment xxeakened« I regret that the 
(iovernment thought it lit t(>biush aside oni leqncst ami issued a 
co7/< m un/f/i/r -tx Inch is simply a j t'product ion of the leport of Mr. Hil'd, 
tlie Deputy ('oinniissumei of I’oln e. I’hen as reyards the ile.seciution 
of the mosque. \'ou will find fioin tlo* repoit that not much is said alHUit 
the ilcsecnit ion of the moHqne in the ( i«»x eminent iotn ntutiufuA, I mean. 
1 he ctftn nninnptc seems tci be ratliei silent on the jxoint. This is a very 
jj:rave inattci ; the inosipie xxas allej^'e<} by xxitnesses, by the ]M*ople ■ 
they seem t«» lie xeiy iespe« table people and bx the Imam to liave been 
desecmterl Tbei e xx ere mor e oi less S‘J people examined, their names are 
all here in the list xxbnb 1 lodd I do not kn(»xv xxbetber they all con- 
spired to^'other t<» lie from lic^rmninj; to end; tlie Imam and oilier jHMiple 
<’onnected xxitli mosque are well kmoxn, ebleily pe<iple. They ..all said 
their mosijne xxas raided, Iwixes xxer(‘ bioken ojien, iiomey xx’as taken 
away, the Korun xxas Hun^^ axvay, ami tlie pole e entered the mosque with 
shoes on; the cliandelicr hanemt: in tlie tentie of tlie mosque was 
broken. Hahu Surendra Nath Maliik. Dr. Snhruxxardy and other ffentle- 
rnen were theie, and thex aUo saxx the broken pieces l.vin^ around; it is 
the ne# brirk-bnilt bnildiiiK' standin|>r m that loxality. All (he people 
stated (hilt these things were tlone }»v the police- 'I'his i.s a xnery serimie 
matter, and 1 may say that the Muhariimadait coniinunity are more 
enrageil^than the Hindu < oinniunity, althoui^h the Ifitidus Nympaihiee 
with them, and I know very jrreat feejin^ has lM*en roused ainfiriff the 
MuhaminadnnH on this a< count. Not a sinr^^le word alKiiit prt^i^er in<|tiirv 
has been said aliout this in the communtifu^ ; it is simply passod orer. 
Fof^ike reputation and fair mime of (he police and the prestige of the 
Goireriimenf. T think a public inonirx' oiieht to be held Hovemment 
ought to know that the jic^rple are not satisfied with this which 
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ffivn one the iuipresHion that nothinif serioiis happened and that every- 
ibinfc went on us merrily as a marriage hell. The people cannot accepl 
thiN romniuTUpu6 as gospel truth. After all human nature is human 
nature, and if the police were provoked pos.«ibly owing to the murder oi 
thi-i unfortunate c(ifista}>le. they nmst have entered the mosque for 
Kheer teverige. 'riieiefoic, 1 think that tliis is a matter which demands 
uf* incjuiry. So much stre-^s ha*' been laid uj)oii tins matter by a section 
of the communitv, that it is the laujuden duty (d the (rovernment to 
imiuin* into it (ioveinment. I know it is not only in Sir Henry* 
Mheeh i’s time, althouj^h it may not lie so often in ins time, but before 
him is vei \ laieful to see tlml tiie ielij.,Mous feelings of th^ people are 
not wminded at all, tlo*\ are vers <areful in this respect. I am sure 
Sir iIoni> Wlieelei uill agiee with no- that the leliginus feelings of the 
Muhammadans hase ia'cn dt'cpls wounded 

1 need not take up tin- lime of tfie Conmil hs going into further 
details; tlie facts are w«*ll kiios\n. Imt 1 can go on giving turflier 
instances and nanies of tlie ]a*ople who were e\ *-w it nesses of all tliat 
(M-<'urred ; I liavc* a all in thesr paptus wliolt I loilcj in ni\ hand, imt I 
sincerelv ioq>e that at lea-it one of tiie ii-solnt ions will lie aca e])ted and an 
iiiquiiN will in* iodd I do not sa\ that all ‘hcsi* allegations aie w hole- 
Hah* tine hilt what I s;i\ is this assiK iated as I anil witfi tlie (io\erb- 
no'nt, < (»-oj»erating as I do witfi tlie ( fovernment I am sincerely anxitms 
for tlie lair name of tin* ( hoernno'nf . foi the stabihtv of the British 
(iovernment 1 sa\ if is neressan that a public in(jUir\ should 
be held and that tin* misirn in;.r> oi the* pul-ln should la* set at lesf 

Bibu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA S I move ■ that this (’oumil 

rec'omno'iids to the tioveinment that .i (’nmmittee consisting cd seven 
members, fiv.* cd wh<*ni shall 1 m non-tdlic i.d membeis of this (’oum il 
(idectc*d fty the* non-ofli< lal membc'is of this ('oumil b\ means of (he 
single t r a n slc*i abb* \c»lei. be appointed to incjuiic* itt^to and report about 
the* hap|a*nings in Me* hu.iba/a? cm tin- 'Jllth I)c‘eemla>i 

'I’he Meihuaba/.at aflaii is oin* of lhost» dark episodes, which con- 
vulsed the whede peccple of this pnoim e and spec lalh c»f ('ah utta during 
the last (‘hiisfmas week, and it is a sad pit\ that no clear light *has yef 
been thrccv^i on this matter It is tied as if the matter has not Wen 
j>erNisteiilly brought to the iiotn-e cd the authorities. Both privately 
and in the puhlic press, the necessity of a responsihle inquirv* Kas been 
urged on the (Jovertiment, but with that contempt for public opinion, 
whic'h has unfortunately i hnniedcrised some of the recent nc tion.s of the 
(}overnrnc*nt, the matter has not Wen elucidated. A Wlated rommuniqu/ 
ha#*, indeed, been Wsued but instead of throwing full light on the Affair, 
it oiilv makes the darkness more visible. A police ron.stahle was 
bnitnlK done tc* death, scmie shoppe have Wen broken open bv the 
police, a mosque has Wen reported to have Wen desecrated by the police, 
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anti yet the (ioverniuent have n«»i# tliou^^hi ihe niatlor neiiiMis eiumg^h 
to deserve the honour of e\en a fiia>; i s(«*] ial An inquirv Jia> 

indeed l>een made, hut hy whom':' Not h\ an imlr]K‘i«ileiit ronunittee, not 
even a Magistrate, hut h\ a ( \nnnussiunei Polite - u 

lepre.senlative ot the \ei \ pt>lne ttf^'anoit wloun the allejiatnnis Inive heen 
made. And on the leptJit tit this ptilne olio ei . (io\tMnment luot issiumI 
ii com mu n Ilf in\ I must < miti-ss. ! tlo not ki(o\\ whethei to hni);h oi ti\ 

• at thiH proeedure t>l the ( io\ oi nuifut W hen the »|Ut*siinu nt tlif sepaiu- 
tion of the judn ial and e\etnti\e is heiii); seiiouslv dist u^setl h\ a 
t iovernniental ('tiiuniiUee. tan i!ii' suit ot impm \ itispiu- i onhdmn e 
in the niimU^ii the peopled 

What are tlie main teatnies o; tlie whole aOati ' Iheie ait' thiee 
ini[iortant published leptirls taMnie us; niie is a lejuut puhlishtMl ui the 
Kntihsfi nuni of thi‘ ’J7 1 li 1 )t‘( etn l-ei . a tepnif <*\nlentl\ based (»n inioinia- 
t loll sujiplieil b\ tin' polite, bet .tU'«r it iKmiIv as«,tMts how tin* Assistant 
( <»mniissn>nei . Italm Hhnpeiuha Nath Ibuiei p. aiinetl then* ainl what 
the jiolne did; tln*n their is a irpoit sijj^iomI b\ liabu Sh\ani Sumlai 
( hakruN alt \ . edittir oi the Scrtiiut, publishtMl in that paper id the 
Dei einbei , and thiidU. this (f(\rinrnrn! ( n m ii< u u n/ tu I'Nrn a < asual 
st ud\ III 1 he^r I hi t'r (l*M unieii t V u 1 1 1 » o!i\ i m r .»n \ bod\ t hai ( hri r is sonie- 
tliinj.'' wiontr s,,ineuhrrr I lir tiisi .ifiaii is that a polnrinan lias been 
tlofte to death In t liT /! n oi i om o' ^ irpoit, we iiiid it said that the 
“ poll! e suspei t inj,; thetia^oMlv wa* • oininit ted b\ i^nn shots, roninletlthe 
1 ' It a 1 1 1 \ and nia t it* a t Inn « n* r h sna 1 1 h . 1 hei e is then a 1 t*a t t h'u I t »f talk 

about liow llir jnioi < oiistablr ha<l njdried Dir tlisprisal of a bainl of t/i>o/<- 
t/o * who hati brrn out to tii i oils*- tin* pi‘tiplr, and how it is siispei trd that 
tin* ;joon>lii^ assaulted htin and onj him to tlrath " ( onsidriinK lhat the 

tiUn lal ( ooi iiiuoKfut sa\s that thr hist intJination oi the tleatli tif tlie 
(ousialde w.is thr tintlifiK '*1 ^hr lir.ol IkmD its(lt. I siippost* it nM\ init 
lie wiotij; to siisprt t lhat all ti s talk ainait */-/o/o/o attiok InUst ha\r 
tt.ine iloin thr Irrtilr biain ot sninr pt'ison. oi . rUr. »ir wr belie\r 
that in this lami t»l woinleis. deaii nirii till talrs ttt ihi* irpolftOs id surli 
iirw spajiei s Ihe (io\eininrnt , »no niuoitfui sa\s ihal thr potu 
toiistuhlr’s Kkull was tiaituieii m s^^MOal pho es, ij\r oi six ribs were 
broken mid tkal theie wa^ < oinpounti liaitnir in tbt* n^dil lej;. With 
all tliese teirihle ami tell-tab* its »d assault, we tiiid that the fiist 
inipresHitin <d the polite was that th** tonstahlr hail hern slnit I am 

not a metlit ui man. but suieK. e\en an or<lina!> man < an tli€ererd late 
between g^un shot and iafhi beating! On this strangr stmpn ion of gun 
shot, th»l>oliie hrtike oj.en sr\eral shojis As regards the lireaking 
ti|i**n of the shops, tin* reptilt of Hahu Sli\am Sumlar t liaki a\ ai t v . who 
visited the plaee sotm after the t.iturreme. is definite He iwi resptm. 
sible pel non, ami has matle the si.,teinenf over his own signature. I will 
not trot] hie the Couth i! with a long rjuotmitm from his statement, whirdi 
indei^ dt«*f‘b*ses a piteous tab * I will just ouote one yrnssage - 

A Mitrtmeftt seller lairhftn Nantisii hr niirtte o.td n*e n pio >tih tt»b- «« to how 
his shop vws entered . his bo* bmken open snd ornsrnenls snd t wsh valued *l rtver « 
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thousAnd rupeei taken awaj the police. I aeked him repMtedlj if it wae the 
police or the ofoondai, who had done this. He himeeJf, his wife and daughter all 
emphatically told me several times, that if they could believe their own eyee^ it was 
done hy two sergeants and parawalUii. 

Then again, regarding the mosque affair, Shyam Sundar Babtt says — 

The lock of the teacher’s Ikix was then forced, and rich clothes and cash to the 
tune of Ks HOG were taken 'fhe sergeants then made their entry with shoes on into 
the prayer hall 

The rest of ilie deHcriplion in nauseating and 1 wdll not disturb the ’ 
placidity of (Ins Council l»\ quoting tliem. Sliyam Sundar Babu goes on, 
to say — 

The teac her ’n iiidigtiHlioii ntM* 0» a nhite heat when I told him wf the story of 
the Anglo-1 iidtuti Prenn that the |M»liee ranie t<^> thew* places on the suspicion that arms 
were M^treUsi there, atid that the hKitiiig and asNuulting was subsequently done by 
the gniniiltin , he f«»rthwil)j shr»uteil at rm-. “Take me even to the highest authority 
and I sliaii tell him to hts fuee aho did it and how ” 

'I’licHf* im* (lidiifile allcgalioiis ainl \el. tin* ( iovcniincrit com tnuni<iu/\ 
hased on the report of a Depot \ Comiinssunu*!' of Police, says — 

No information in connection with the affair has been laid by any private persons, 
though when general allegations of ikiIkt misconduct were published, inquiry was 
made to wm', if any complaiiits were forthcoming 

1 confesH, I do not know what to say after thin! I do not know bow 
writes these roin mutiKfu/s, but is it possilile that he thinks that the 
public are the most gullible iihols ou tiie face of the earth and would 
swallow anytliiiig? 

Then, then* is (he story of (he fire and the h'iie Brigade. I'he 
KnffUAhinan^ A report first says 

It IS Mtmngly KUKis'cted that a hu$(fr hIioj* was set on tire h> the uooudof, and 
the Fire brigade staff was stuniMl while passing 

1'his sounds ver^ nice, but I sup|»ose that after wiiting^ this, the reporter 
fell that in these da\s. e\en (lie ;finnnin.< might sue him for defuniation, 
so a few senteiires aftei wards he .sa\s - 

I'he fire hitike out at 5 a M and is reportesl to have been caused by ihe upsetting 
of a naked oil lamp »>rer a hiiiidle of hemp. 

'Fliis is II stniiige cohsistenrx indeed in a ioiiriial which talks so glibly 
of the rasj>onsibilit> of the Pres.s. 1 should never have gtme into such 
detail, but, Sir, the report makes so many assertions about what the 
police did and wbat the police did not do. that the people suspei t that this 
report niuSt have been basetl on police rejMirt. I sincerely trust that no 
police ofliter had any hand in supplying such information to the Preiw. 

Then, Sir. ti.s regards the stoning of the Fire Brigade, I do Aot know 
what to siiy. Tlie u.sefuluess of the Fire Brigade i.s recognised even by 
the ffoonftJs, because an unquem bed fire not only destniys the house 
that has been set on fire, but is a source of great danger to the whole 
neighbourhood, even to the hou*es of the goondns themselves. T^the 
lieneficieut firemen have been stoned, the matter must be thoro^g^hly 
lifted. 
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Then, there have been serioua allefratton.H about the lootinir of ahopa. 
Hie good name of the police deniunda that a ^iftinjr inquiry be made and 
the truth elucidated. How ia it that f/oomhu could loot the ahop after 
the poUc 0 hikd left? Did not the police rehn'k the ahops after their 
search or did they not keep sufficient jruaid to protect the open shops? 
Even these matters require explanation. 

To come now to the mosque affair Kven in thiN very ('ouncil, 

. serious allegations have been made bv a responsible member like 
Habu Surendra Nath Mallik, who held a personal impiiry into the 
matter. If I am not much mistiikeii Habu Suremlru Nath Mallik sau! 
that he him^lf had seen boot marks on the (juilt of the tea<'her of the 
nios<|ue. These arf serious allegations openly made in this ('ouncil 
And how does the Government romniunttfu^ meet it? li only mentions 
that the allegation has lieen made that the police wantonly enteicd and 
desecrated a mosque. That is all ! Nothing else ! Then* is not a word 
as to whether an inquiry has been made about thc-uffnir or whether the 
allegation is time or not. This is the strangest j>art of the commwni^u^ 
whii'h has been based on the repott of Mr. Hird, the Deputy ('oiiimisiHoner. 

I have heard that a cynic once .said that language was disi-overed to 
< onceal the thoughts of men. D it possible that this cynic hud any 
official cornviuniquh of thi.s stirt to read. l>efore he uttereil thi^ 
iiK^iorable epigram? * 

1 seriously usk this Council, have the (bivernment fully done theii 
duty in this matter? 1 have often Is'en ubu.sed for (Titnising the jiidict* 
and it.s methods, hut even, I, Sir, yield to none in my belief that the lif(’ 
of a poliremun, even if he be an ordinary constable is as precious, as 
valuable, as (hat of the higliest in the land. Nay, it is the first duty 
of the Government to see that the life of the police is jiroperly piotected. 
It is absolutely necessary that a thorough and sifting inquiry slmuld Iw 
made a« to how the poor helple-^.s loiistuhle was done to death. Is the 
life of a policeman so cheap that the Government can afford to wink at 
the affair? i»Is it not (’urious (hat Government can remain so itidiffereiit , 
when the life of its own pet child < nmeriied? 

Both for the p<dii’e and the public, an irnjuirv is essentially necessaiy 
The imjuiry made by the Deputy ('ominissioner has nr>l pfoduced 
satisfactiiry result, nay, it has made some of the issues more confusing 
still. The prestige of the Government and the sutiafaction of ^h<* public 
demand that a fraiih inquiry must be made. I'nilh and real truth can 
hurt nobody. 

• * 

AHtgMl MgMiftiidtdfittt aiMf asMutt bjf Pollot on 

•liHi KltHORI MOHAN CHAUDNURIt I beg to move ‘ that 
thie Clouncii reconmiends to the Government that a committee coneistinn 
of seven members, of whom 6v#* are to lie elected by the non-official 
members of this fVqncil from amongst themselves by means of the 
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dingle transferable vote, be appointed to inquire into the alleged cases 
of assault and other acts of high-handedness oommitted on the prisoners 
and other citizens by the police and the militarj^ in Calcutta after the 
17th Noveml>er, 1921. '' 

I do not think 1 should inflict a speech on the Council in connection 
with this affair. To my mind, it is a necessary sequel to the pro- 
posal adopted the other day as to the withdrawal of measures taken under 
notifications, and the release of prisoners. The wording of the resolu- . 
lions will he a sufficient condemnation of the proc'edure adopted by the 
men deputed to maintain law and order. This tesolution was adopted, 
so far as I rememl>er, by over 5‘1 against JfG afid if the tempiprament and 
mind of the (Vmncil is as it was on that day, then this resolution should 
l>e adopted. 

J am aware that in some (piarters, the sanity of the members is 
dfnif)t<'<l. Yesterday, my friend Sir TTenry Wheeler, in his reply to 
a (lueshon put by mv frieml Hai Hadha (’hanin I’al Bahadur said that 
the law-abiding i>eople are not much afraid of the actions of the jiolice ; 
it is simply On exaggeration so far as I remember - I do not remember 
the exact wonis — it is an exaggeration of the extremist camp. I 
believe, Sir, that these b't members are not of this camp; they have 
expressed their vie^i* of the matter in dear languap*, and they (*on<1emn 
the proceedings without an> lievitation I am aware. Sir, that in cer- 
tain (piaHers, our actiim whn being described as N(U(Usm on (Uir part. 

If T rememWr aright, my friend Sir TTcnrv Wheeler made* a comment 
(>n tlie sjH’e(4 T dtdivered r(‘eentlv Tt w'as very amusing on mv jwirt 
iu» dfnibt. T think my fri<*nd is preparing t(> take to literature on 
retirenuMif as my friend Sir Niebobis Tieatson Bell lui** <lone Tie may 
also join a missionary institution. If mv friend joins such an institu- 
tion, his serx’lces will 1 h> v«‘ry valuable; with his up-to-date knowledge 
of jKditics Ml TiuTia he will W able to discharge liis <luties to the gre<it 
srtf isfaction of the 11 feta rv public 

1 cannot understand why our action should he taken imthat light. 
We, the memlmrs, really are aware of the existing facts, and we uiid^r- 
siand the reol siguifl<‘ance of the thing In fai t, a tribunal M'a.s created 
with jufficiaT and cxe<*utive func tions combined in them, they could 
uasilv delc'ct anything, make' arrests, try and inflic t punishmejnts, and 
the Ooverpmc'Tit is at hand to supiH>rt their actiem. It is a 

very cheap wav of doing things, no 4ouht ; ft would ei^n Im* fascinating 
to my friend Sir ;Vhd-ur-Bahim l>ec‘ause it must have relieved him of a 
great c'xtent of lalsmr and .supervision, in the administration*' of the 
judic ial hrench. and eves. ft “Wctulff attgur well for pcHir Bengal in its 
financial c^ifficMiUics. The fact remains that the action is condemned by 
the jM'ople not only in the extremist camp, Imt alcio in this Council, who 
are really <w>-operntors with Government. 

T think an inquiry is neci'ssary for Government to make. Tt hiui 
been rc'presented that there are certain people who. having ideas of 
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tamrotty and a dasire for cit^ling obaoci, ara trying to develop tarror in 
the land. If it is so proper notice ought to be taken and measuree 
taken to suppress it, but if the other side of the allegation is true that 
the people on the whole ere f>eaceful and hiw>abidijig, and the fK>lioe 
were causing terrorism and oppression uikui the iHH>r and iniuuent (>eople^ 
they should also l)e pmperly dealt with' «> that the name of Britiah 
justice may not be impaire<l. 

. Gf)vernment has got a very splendid op|s>rtunity hero to ac(>ept our 
suggestion and to form a (Munmittee whieh i-an eonimnnd the eonfidence 
oT tlie people at large and to have the matter thomughly iruiuivesl into. 
If on intjiiiy it is found that the ja*r.sons engaged in maintaining daw 
and onler did not do anything lM»yi»nd their dnt\, well and gtanl ; but 
if it is found out (hat it \h not so. then the public will bt* justified iu 
their demand for taking ne<‘<*ssarY a< ti<m. 

With fhewe few wortis. I mmmend m\ reM^lutian to the luceplnnee 
of the Hoiiw*. 

It.. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move, by wJ^y of amend- 
ment. that in nujtion No 41. after the word “ polite*' the wonlii, 
(’ivil (fuards ’* l>e insert«*d 

The (fovernment has got to rair\ on it#* repressive jMiliev by )HSpple 
who, in th <‘ir ztMil or dmoiiieiitarv exeitetneiit. alwavA fail to remember 
tlie fine line that dtM idt's tiie just fnmi the urijust. Tliese instruments, 
of rt*pression forgt't tlwMr limit, and do not hesitate to oarry their 
Imrrors and destrm tion** to extrumeN The poUey of th0,*Governrnent 
might Is* defensible Fligh <»flieials miglit with jwoiim etpresslnns t>n 
their lipH (b'rlare their great un willingnes#. to eaii v on this drualio |Mdie,y, 

T be\ ma\ e\en say that (he\ themstdves ate the virtiuyi of tho stem 
law of neressit\. btdng eomfsdled b\ force tif circumstiujces and the 
j'erversity of the fM*opb* to adoj)t, mi>st If»thly, stern riifaiiUFes fi»r saftv- 
guanling life and projw*rt,>, for pre<«erving law uml urdur. ,J^ut do (hfl^y 
ftirgei at the same time the inefficiency »>f their instnimentilt? Do they 
forgt't the 6ver-xealoUH nutun* of their siTvante, cureless of the suffer- 
of the people? Have they forgotten the obi tmy ihg, that if you 
ask a chauki<}ar to fetoh a man, he will fetcdi him gnggvd, Ixiund, 
handeiiffeil and fettennl? The (lovernment is pledged to presiTve life 
and pro|Sprty and this it should do as much agwinst official as ngainsk 
non-official deaUityers of them. The non-im-opemtirs do not womplnin. 

It might be their principle to show W their submission to sufferings and 
atrf>cilies to what lengths the servants of the ftoxerilment would g»» t<» 
convince the people of what they terzpjts satanic nature. And so much 
the greater reason that the Oovernrasnl sl^tiUr try to prove^ it#elf to be 
always almve board, and having sufficient moral courage to probe the 
matter to its %'ery origin and check the lawlessness of its own officers a« 
of others. It is unthinkable that ti Gox'emment cal]in|r itself civilised, 
should so far forget itself, forget the principles of justice as to connive 
at the liad manners and cmeltiea of its own aenrauts. 

* f A 


• • 
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Th# Government, in iU benignity, ie pleneed only to see and beai 
what its own iiervanta are pleased to make it do so. If there l)e a 
report in the papers, that such and such an officer had done sii^h and 
such thing, it calJn uiK>ri the same officer to submit a statement and 
it incofftorates that M*ry statement in a bulletin which is issued with Hmt 
vepr high Hounding name “ a Government communiqui.*^ Can any- 
body have any faith in the fair-mindedness the Government when 

such indiwcrwi blunders ^re f)er|H*t rated ? ('an anybody come forwa^’d * 
and foinplain to any tJovernment officer, when he knows that such com- ^ 
plaints will be twisted and will thereby help the^ccused officer to make 
an accuser! of the a rtifdair.nnt ? Complaints or no complaints, there C4in 
h#* no d<*iiying that mean and needless bnitalitiee were committed by 
the militarv. Police and Civil Guards in the name of clearing roads and 
dispersing mobs. T am myself a witness to several such occurrences. 

T am fK>sTtive that the victims did n(»t care or dare to carrv the matters 
to courts. 

It is useless for me t<» rect)nnt the great deeds of valour of the jniTice. 
The one impression that thev have created in mv mind is that the Gov- 
ernment is out for intimidating out the intimidation.s and lawlessness 
on the part of the people by a little more intimidation and lawlessness 
on the part of its own officers Sir, I despise as lyiu h the lawlessness of 
the i>eo])]e as T do that i>f th*- police 1 deplore as much the shooting 
down of an innocent coolv as 1 do the battering to death of a helpless 
pnrtnrnlfn. But. Sir, much of the lawlessness attributed to the |K*ople 
is due (o the stranire orders of the Government and theCfuincil has recom- 
iiKUided their withdrawal But if our ret’ornmendatiruf* are to he con- 
signed to tile waste paper basket let the Government at least enforce 
its ordei-'^/ in a lawful manner. Instead of creating scenes in the 
strfN'ts and parks, the Government can, if it 1m* so minded, get hold of 
l^he 'oliinleer registers and files of pledges from different congress com- 
mittees and peneefully somiuon the volunteers to stand their trial in 
courts <»f law. There is no seereev iu these volunteer organisation, thev 
work npenlv, then whv lud tackle the matter fairlv and squnrelv? Hus 
will at least save tia the pain and humiliation of l>eing unwilling wit- 
nesses to the barbarous brutalities of the police in the .streets of Calcutta? 

And, Sir, when a man is done to d<M»th, Im* he a i>oliremaii orfa passer- 
h\ , let tl^re W a sifting imjuirv and let the guilty be punished. If 
there l>e a mischief perpetrated hv any, 1m» he a Congress President or a 
Commissioner of Police, let there he no preferential treatment. Even 
if the Government he bent uiwin pursuing a mistaken policy, let it not 
he said t^aCIhe Governro«:^t la partial or that the Government is v'indic- 
tive. 

An inquiry was badly needed into all these aberrations of both the 
people aiuHba police. And a timely request to that ef^eoi was made to 
the Government by some leading members of the puMiOi Our resolu- 
tions too arpi before the Government for a long time. But I deeply 

’V , 
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deplorv that the Government Iuih Uiought it fit not to pay any heed to 
them. It ia perhaps too late now to institute an inquiry into tlie past 
events, and I do not care what hap{)ens U) my amendment. But I do 
hope that in future the Government would In* more considerate to ))opuiar 
feelings. 

flti MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bihadur: 1 wish to intervefie 

in the debate at this stage. We must not lose sight tif the issues which 
have l>een raised by the speakers All of them demand an inquiry to 
be made by official and iion-othcial members. Do the facts joeseiited 
by them justify suidi an inquiry? That is the question. Do the facts 
presented bj^' the mover show thul there is a pnnta /{trie case t<»r u public 
inquiry? My submision to the ( ouiicil is that such an inquiry is needed 
ft>r various reasons. 'I’he principal reason is tiiat when the inquiry 
was made, us 1 .-% indicated m the s|>eeche^, that inquiiy was a partial 
one; that iriquir\ was taken up In those who are interested in the matiei 
and it would have bi‘en just and proper that there should he a complete 
publii iiKjuiry, so tliut the result of it, w'ouid liuve satisfied tlie people. 
There i.s a depth of feeling again.st the inquiry already made, and there- 
fore, in my humble opiniop, it is nect*ssary that such a humble inquiry, aa 
suggested, should be made. Now, .supposing (ioveriiineiit di<l make an 
inquiry on the subject, suiiposing an inquiry was made h\ the police 
ufilrers, supjiosing w'ftnes.ses were culled in, but even then the othei 
view of the question has not been taken up as an item of ('imsnleration. 
and that is pressed upon the attention of the (\uincil and tliat is the 
reason why u fresh iiKjuiry is to be made. 1 know w’e are in (Titica) 
times. I know what is going on in this e-oiiiitrv and what movements 
are going on. 'Phe (ondition of things is very deplorable and I am not 
in a position to pass un\ criticism on tlie action of the jadice or of uny- 
Iwidy (‘oncerned, bec’ause if we puss any opinion on the suliject now- it 
would be prejudging the w’hole matter. We are told that a policeinan has 
died. We are told that the police are sufferers. All right, let the 
actions taken by tlm police and by the people be judged. Del that 
RC|ion be the subject-matter of an inquiry, anff the judges, who will sit 
in judgment, will be in a better position than those who are outside 
the txibunal. In niy humble opinion, therefore, for the fair name of 
justice, for the fair name of (iovernment, for the fair name of the 
people, *it is highly nec’essarv that an inquiry should he made. U 
Government refuse nr de< liiie to make such an inqftiirv. what would he 
the feeling of the people? Government ought to understand their own 
position.^ The Government officials should come forward and say, " I>et 
an inquiry be made because yon wish thfit an inquiry as suggested by 
,vou is to be made, Kec'ause the facts pr«sM^ by the peopks through 
the members of this OiiUiml jtteiify that such an action should be taken/' 
I do not wish to say anything more, but I do press upon the attention of 
Government officials that it would be just and proper tlfat fu^ an inquiry 
be made. If tbe action of tbe police was justified, all right ; If tbe action 
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of the polic e wa.n wron^^, then Government will luive to consider the 
mutter om e more. All ihenc fact.s may he brQttght forward to the 
notice of people as the lenult of an inc|iiiry. Thilt is my snbniis.siou and 
that in the* reason wh\ I Miipport the rcHohitioii |rhi(‘h has been discus.sed 

several mem hers of this ('oiiiicii. 

Mtuivi' YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think, in this cane, the 
t^mncil will see its way to have a c’omniitte^ of iminiry into the mutter. 
When happenin^TM in Chundpur end other places took place at that time 
there were recjuiMitioiiN for impiiries and when such hap]>eiiin^s as the 
happenings at MechimbaKur on the 26th Daj^etnber took place in the 
very heart of this >(reat city, I think the (’ounc il would see its way to 
have an imjuiry—a thoroujfh imiuiry—into the matter. The Govern- 
ment coinmunKine which has been issued says that the complainants are 
not forthcoming to lay their jfrievances. I would submit that the 
particular creed which the people of Mec huu bazar and other places are 
pursuin^f is non-ccc-opeiation whethc*r rightly or wrongly and, therefore, 
they do not come to the (’cuirts. That, however, is iio reason for ncct 
havinjf an imjuiry inio the mutter to find out which party is to blame 
for hijrh-haiidedneHs. It may be that soon after the hartal of the 24th 
’Decjemher, when His Koval JIi^rhnesN the Prince of Wales visited this 
city, the pcdic e were exasperated at the non-c‘o-opc‘rutors* ac tivities; but 
tlkai is no reusem why there should W hi^h-hunded proceeding's on the 
part of the police who are the f^uurclians of law* and order. Whether the 
noii-c'o-operatcus took the law iiito then own' hands, w Inc h eompellc'cl 
the police to art in the manner as the\ did, is a c in iirnstanee w liich ou^fht 
to l>e thoroughly sifted and inc|nired into. 1 be^^ tit snlnuit tTiat tlie 
allefration that some police ser/jrei.nts .showed disiespei t to tlie holy Kenan 
and t<»re off some of its pa^es calU for an Mii|uir\ into the mutter and 
that 1 think is tlie opinion of every ri|,;rht-thinkin^ man 1 hope the 
Government w'onld also welcome sueh an incjuirv. 

Mr. W. U TRAVERS: I rise, in contradiction to the Hpeet!hes whic h 
have been made tcHclay. to protest on principle ujraiiist the object of 
these resolutiems, tlint is jiay the cMunmittee whicdi it is proposed to 
set tip to itKpiire into these (Mcuriemes. It is Iteccnuiti^ a CAiipiuoti 
^^prac'tic'e in this (\mncil that when any strong action is taken in the 
preservation of law and order by an officer of Governmemt, re4i?dutiofig 
are proposed in (his t'ouncil fen a ctiiiimittee of irnpiiry. When the 
lieforms were intrcwluced, an appeal was made tc» the British in this 
t'ountry that they, hrmi^rht up as they are in an atmogjthere ol 
demcM'rac'V, shotild, as best they ccmld, help the Reforms; that is to aay, 
they ahouiil come into thia<<C<mnci] and Vin|r their experienc^e into 
uaeftil activity, looking to tlie future and tmillrda the enlargement ot 
demiH'ralic 1 n^i'*** stat% And «trongly state, that 1 

eonsider that Action m the lines proposed UwUy is not in accord with 
our tdeolr democratic Government. It is the reverse. It seems to 
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in# that it ie Uie of Oovernuieiit and Uoveriiiuent alone to uiiike an 
inquiry into such o^ourrences as occurred at MtH'hxiubasar. Govern- 
ment contains two In^i^u Members on the Executive tVmncil and three 
Ihtiian Ministers — men J|ho are high in the esteem id their fellow' 
countrymen. Had there^beeii — which I do not Iieheve in the least— any 
uiiscarriage of justice, study none of these ineinlHMs of (ioveriuuent 
would continue in that dioverument. (“ Hear, hear.”) 1 (^insider 
that it is most unjust and iiu|Ht unfair that uiij otticer, w ho is^xn employee 
of (foverument having done his duty in most difficult circunistunces, 
should be pillorieil by uppearuic-e before a tribunal- a special tribunal 
such as is ronteniplated by tlieae resolutioiiH. It is the business ot 
(iovernmeift to see that their otfu eis do their duty. If siu li oHiiers have 
to appear to give evidenie beloi.‘ a tribunal, it would undermine the 
confidence of oHiceis in the tioveiniiieiit itsdi thnmghoul the whole ot 
the province. J’here are, I believe, a number of members of this liousi* 
who hope in the future to Ucome Ministers of Government (” H^ury 
hear ”); and il is probable that their ho|Mvi will, in course of time, Iki 
fulfilled. 1 ask you, Sii, what will be the position (d the Ministers in 
the future when ihev have a re« ord behind them that w henever theii 
offiiers commit what th» popular nig i>uts up as a mistake, it Ifi 
inimediuti^iy pittposed in tins (‘oiiiicil that a committee of in<|Uiry l>e 
made, ('an they exj^iect in the tut lire, loyal, devoted and (ourugeous 
.service from their suliordinates in the administ ration K 1 doubt it., 1 
]mt it, Sir, to the members of this House that an in<)Uir>, ntich us is 
proposeii, can only resiiTl in a general deterioration in the standard ol 
efficiency of the udministratioti of the provhice. (” Hear, hear.") 
It IS most uriju.st and most uutaii that an officer, who in caitving out a 
ilifbcult duty imposed on him, does some action whn h happens to be 
unpopular and should Ik* required to justify himself liefore such a com- 
mittee as is contemplated by these lesidutiona. 

SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ addressed the f^oum il in Bengali, 
supjiorting the resolutions. The English translation of hjs speech is a* 
follows: — ; 

There IS ,i saying in IVtsmn which fa tlila: Tm rin gardad chiza, 
mazjdum nn goetul tduzaha^ iiicuning ” People do not say thal; a thing has 
hap|>«ieil until it actually hapjK'ns. ” It will he superfluous to say aiiys 
thing on this resolution as the movers and the s<»veral other sjieukers have 
already sfMikeii so elahorutelv on the question at issue. I IWusl plain- 
ly admit in> gratitude to the Hindu movers who are fighting so hard 
for the AfuhammadariH and the Muhammadan religion. 1 am ii Muham- 
madan and reganl niv religion inon* than mv life and projxerty. It is 
therefore mv bonndeii duty^ to give vent tn my pent up feoAngs in the 
matter of the dem*craliljj(r ol the mosi{ue and the holv Koran. I sent 
in notice of nn amendment fNit thrmigh m> misfortune same lias been 
disalloweil. Moscpies., although erected by humao bandi^ are held in 
rewerence as t^e hotises where God Hvea and the holy Koran is regarded 
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u« liayiiigH oi the Almighty. Ko true Mussalmjm can bear patiently 
uny iniiult offered to either of them. 1 was present in Calcutta on the 
day of (MMJUiTenoe. Next day, early in the morning, the sad happeninga 
poured into my earn. 1 inquired and came to know from indisputably 
reliable wrurce that the sergeants and Civil Guards entered the moeque 
with their lanitH on and defiled the sanctity of the place, insulted the 
“ Imam " (jiriest) and threw away copies of the holy Koran. The 
asHuilants were reiiueslHi by the priest in piteous terms not to molest 
uny further on w'hich the sto-geants and the guards lHu.‘ame only furious, 
called him names and threatened with committing nuisance in the very' f 
mosque. 'I'liese acts of atrocity have spread all around niid have roused 
a ftH'liiig of horror and indignation through the Moslem W\>rld. Even 
kings have no authority to desecrate a inosquo and the holy Koran. The 
party of non -co-ofieni tors taking advantage of events of the nature are 
taking a firm hold on the minds of the jieople. I am no non -co-operator 
but an ardent co-of>erator for the advancement of my country and her 
{K*<»ple. I must s|Mnik out the truth though 1 know perfectly well that 
nothing is more bitter than truth as the Arabic proverb has it: Al 
Uahku T/iof-rwfi olov karia durrun It is only deserving that wrong-doers 
must lie brought to Iwsik and it is f<»r that purpose a committee is sought 
for. If Government are op|m»h<m 1 to tlu‘ constitution of the #ommitt(*e 
of iiKjiiirv the pefqde have only one and irresistibje <*onclu8ioii to make 
that the authorities bi'<* shielding the wrong-doers knowing full well 
that the (omrnittee, if hirrned, will give to the w^orld the many unpleas- 
ant things wlncli at all c<»sts must Im* sn|»piess<‘d. The Persian jsiet has 
sung that the keeper is tesponsihle for the hitings of his dog — Kah- 
thihhnn nuthin s\uj portrtd. If the matter is not jinqsTh inquired into 
and projHT aeti(»n is mU taken, the pre.sumption will })e that Government 
do not hesitate or are prepared tii wound the religious feelings of the 
jreople. A change was in sight, many non-C(Hoperators were at present 
changing their creed and vacillating to the side of tlu* co-operatrirs. 
Hut at that psychological moment the p^oide stand thunder-struck at 
the ni»w'H of fh(‘se atriM'ious deeds delilienitelv peiqietrnted. Want of 
action on the part of Government will kindle fire into the hearts of men, 
and it mnv not U' surprising if this fire spre^ids through such inaction 
and assumes the form of n huge conflagration which may disturb Gov- 
ernment in the |>enceful administration of the jieople. With theiNl words, 

T heart ilv support all the resolutions. 

Mautvi EKRAMUL HUQs When I came to the Council, I had no 
desin^ to take any ^lart in the debate for I did not at all know the place 
of (WcurnuH'e nor had I any opportunity to know what actually took 
place. what has fallen from my friend Rai Radha Cbaran Pal 
Bahadur has made a deep impression on my miid, and I must admit if 
has pained me to the greatest degree. Not only were there inroads on 
the rights**' liliMies and freedom of the peope, but unfortunately lor 
us and unfortunately for the Government, the religious suacepUbiiitiM 
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id IW Mtihaiumutiaun weit; brushed atiide, uud it is alleged b> the Kai 
ilaiiadur tuai uie seigeeuis aud uiliers weut tio lar as uui only Ui dese> 
cmte Uie i&oat|ue but to clu sumetbiug else waicli 1 siiudder to rej[>eau 
Tueae are matters atiich are undoubtedly %ery grave, aud eveu il Uali 
id what haa been alleged here be true, iheu 1 must iiuiikly sa> Ibat 
Gomertimeut slauds charged with a grave derelictiou oi dul^ . 1 hope 

that all that has beeu said here is nut true» but all tlie same, when this 
matter has been brought to the notice oi the whole House and when it 
’ IS being pressed that u i'ommittee lie iurmed to luquire into the matter, 
• 1 think that Government should on no account stand against sui h a 
proposal. It has been said l»\ one ot ui> colleagues, Mi. Travers, tiiul 
by this niesChs we shall U* standing in the way ot Uovei iiuient olhcials 
discharging their duties. 1 think it is the duty of every oue oi us to 
see that the"Governnienl oliu nils arc allowed a tree hand in doing iheii 
duty, but at the same iiiiie it must btt impressed ujion every Government 
otticiui tliat he should on no ui count go out of his wa> and do things 
which are nut at all legal : and fuiiher, things which bring into con* 
tempt the very udiuiiiistration which they are lK>und to hold. 1 am 
afraid Mr. Travers seems td have overhs^kcil the fart that the uliega* 
tiou about the desecration of the mos(|ue and things ui a like nature wa» 
of a very s<*rious character, and he as a C'hristiun and as a religlmiN iiiun 
shpuhl, instead of opposing tlie rt'solution, have taken this mattei inU> 
consideration and presse<l foi a committee so that the truth might rotne 
out, and if the offitwrs corKerioHi were iii»t guilt \ of all that has. lieeii 
alleged against them, certainly it will in their int«*reNt also that this 
committee Is* formed. ] rememlao in our younger days when we used 
to go t4» our Muulvis to itMid our hrd\ IsNiks, the^ used to nIiow the gieat- 
est resjiect to our hol\ lHM>ks, and that is the sort of training which 
©ver>’ true Moslem gets from his very ImuIukmI, and, as su« h, the .Mu ham* 
madans in general and 1 think alsf» cither irersons, who have* got a reli- 
gious bent of mind, (annot but be offended by any sacrilegious acts 
done by anylnKly, no matter whfM»ver he might be. So T say that if the 
farts alleged by the Tlai Bahadur la* tni<‘, tlmre is absolutely no reason 
why this Government should not bring down from their iH^destul of 
glory on which some of the offieers might hi* and mete out to them proper 
punishment for their aotion ; and if they are not at all to blame in (his 
matter,#ind if there is nothing apiinst them, the |>osition of Government 
will lie elear. Tender the eirnimstanres, 1 hope that Government will 
agree to a projrosal likrt this and see that a rf>mmitte<» is fonnerl to 

inquire into this matter. 

• 

Maiilvt 4HAH ABDUR RAUFt I rise to support the resolutions 
reUtinil to the ineidenta at Meehtiabaxar on the 20th Deoelhlfor last, 

I was not present there at the time of occurrenoe, hut fortunately, I 
bad the opportunity of talking with persons who were on the scene juat 
ow^he morning of the ineident, and so I came to know sonlMhing of 
whal happened in the early hours of tlia 26th De^’emher Iasi, llif small 
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hourM ui the 2Gth Dect'Uiber will, 1 am »u«j, be remembered by tlie meu 
of McM liuat>azur for a long time. 1 am sure they felt that for some time 
at lea^t law ami order was absent in the locality. Shops were looted, 
theie were general assfiults, and Irom wdiat 1 could gather from the 
ptfojde, w'Ikj went tiieie immediately after the scene, 1 can safely say 
that foui ocrurreiires took plac4% nuiriel> , the death of a constable which 
iH udmittinl on all hands, the file in the tiled house — that is also ad- 
mitted lioth l>\ the j>eople and (iovernment, general assault of the 
])(S)ple of the lorality, wdiieli 1 do not know if (iovernment admiti|or* 
not, ami lust, though not tlie least, is the raid on the Mechuabazar mosque.^ 
A (-onstable died, hut as yet it has nut In^en disclosed to us wdio is res- 
piMisible for his death: us yet we do not know' who is rtMiK>nsible for 
the fire in tlie tiled house, and we also do not know who is primarily 
responsible for raiding the inosijue and generally assaulting the people. 

J feel greatly us a Muhammadan when 1 hear that the Mechuabazar 
nioMjue has been raided — not only raided in the ordinary sense of the 
term, Init it is alleged seigeanls enteied there with lioots on, entered 
the |»rayeT’ hall, and furtherinoie my heart thrills to say that lh<*y tore 
to |>ieres the liol\ Koran. VV'henevei a .Moslem hears of these things, 
whetluu- in ('ouneil or outside it, la* he a non-c«eojH*rutor or a co- 
(►IMualor, Indian or Turk or ftaiiun, should he pi'ofess tlie Muhainmu- 
daii religion, he can have rni sMiqiathy with the |M*ople w'ho have torn to 
pieces the Indy Korun ami done other things, or with those who try to 
shield them. 'I'hese an* not idle talks: tliere was a non-ofhciul i lun- 
mittee of iiKiuiiN. I have just gone througli their retsul and in clear 
and unrnistaki'ahle terms the eommittiH* savs that the\ examim‘d [ler- 
sons eoune« te<l w ith the iuos<|in‘ js*i.sons wliom we aie verv loth tt> 
diNlM*li<'ve and llu*\ gave evidence in the <ie:irest terniN that serg-i*ants 
enleriMl tlie !n(»s<|ue with then liools on I wish all these weie not true, 

I d(»uhl\ wish that thing^s like this inner liappemsl. but if things like 
this liavt* happened, the ofFendei's ought ti» lie punished Ia*t iis la* 
aatisfieil whether netually things like this hapjM*ned or .not. Ia‘( there 
be a committee of imjuirv. We are not lisking anyfliing mon^ We 
are not asking (lovei'ii merit to lM*liead the jiersons re.s|>oMsible for the 
offernes, to di.stiiiss the |M*ople wh(» were res|sinsible for the atrt>citie«; 
w'e are not asking nnvthing like that; we are simply asking Government 
to inquire and tell us the plum truth and notliing but the pli^iit truth. 

1 fail to umlervtund whv there should be anv op]K>sition from the Oov- 
i*rnim*ut side. Mr. Ti'a\ers op|Hv*tes the foniiatiim of a committee of 
imptirv on several giounds. First all. he says that it is common in 
(\mricil nlwavs and often to ask fi>r cHnuniittecs of inquiry ‘Hrhonever 
nnvthing is done in the name of law and order. 1 fail to understand how 
this is a V»und argument : it simply means that this Council is Worthless 
that it is altravs op|msed to Government. He says that it does not 
become a demm’mtic Government to always opjxise its officers, but can 
we with conscience say that ours is n full democratic Government? Ho 
•ays that it is the dutv of Oofomment to inquire into the mattor. I 
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..ian day tbj8, and we are ^ituply asking the (iuverumeut to exercise that 
duty. He ^a\5 that u ('ciuiiiittee of inquiry will be a special tribunal. 
That is not so. it is simply to inquire into the truth : it is not to punish 
the oiiirers cuiK-erued but to hud out the truth; puuishuient tests entire- 
ly in thf* hands of tiovernmeut, 'I'he cumiuittee is to lake evident3t% sift 
the evidence and then hud out the truth, lie says that it will afftn t the 
general erticieiicy of the service. 1 fail to uuderstaud why this should be 
so. It seems Mr. Travers is quite afmid that the committeo«is sure to 
■ blame (iovernmeut for all these things. 1 am not of that opinion. The 
^committee should In* fornuMl to imjiiire and inquii'i' impartially into the 
truth of the oerurrenoe^, ami if anylMHly is found liable for them it is 
for llovernillent t(» take action against them. 

With (la'.se fe v womIs. I ask mv bnither c<»uneillors to su}K>pi I this 
rcsolulnm and ask (M»\<*Miment to accept this. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 heartilv sujqKirt the resola- 
tioii for an inquiry. When one heats of (he.se inculents he is IkiuikI to 
cry out. “ they come, and still tlu*y come ’* We have hud ex|H»iienee 
of thi.- soit of incidents, and there is always a delilnMule attempt to 
sup[>ress a fair and public impiirv. So it is not onl\ for the sake of 
the puhln . foi tfn‘ prote< tion of life* and lilnM-ty of the suhjiu ts, hut feu 
the* sake* of the* g«M>d name of the (fo^ernmen^ itseli that some public* 
iiiquiiy should be hedj into the incidents; of this nuturc*. It cannot Im* 
doubled that then* is a great disc'oiitent ovc-r this, and if y<ui stifle an 
itKjuin like till*' which i*. the oiilv oiitlc*! to the* c*cuintr\ fortthe fuirposc* 
of sati^fviiig the* jH‘oph* as to wlial actually took place*, you will < <un|)el 
thingH to go helow the surface*, and eeitaiiily it will not 1 h* good for 
any (ioverninent. 

With th<*s<* words, I heaitilv supfaut the* n*s<elution. 

MEMBER in ehragt of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT( tho Hon*bll 

Sir Honry Whoelor): 'rhe* Council has before it four resolutions, the* 
widest in its sc y|K* lading that of Halm Kishori Mohan (’hriudlniri. whic h 
would have* an incjuii N into the* allege*d cases of assault ami othe*j acts of 
high-handedness committed on prisoners and other cit uteris hy the polie e 
and the military in Calcutta sin<*e the 17th Xoveml>ei, IffkM, presumably 
up to date. That is further exteneled hy Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay 
to inclmle the misdeeds of the ('ivil (fuard, and the Coum il will doubt- 
less apprec iate the breadth of the inquir>' w'hich (hey are c ontemplaling. 
The next erne is that of Babu Surendrn Nath Mallik. who would have a 
similar inquiry* into the incidents on three dates which he has given, 
whila th# two others are more restricted in se’ope and have referenoe to 
the Ifechuabaxar incident only. 

Now, I was interested to hear fmm the lips of one s|s*aker,*who took 
pleasure in the fact, that these resolutions were hut the* logical and 
legitimate sequel to the decision* of the f’ouncil a few days agei. It 
is perfectly true that a few days ago (his Council did, hy a small majority, 
requeat the Government to desist from jBiiy special action to curtail tha 
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ttctivities oi the voJimteert who are admittedly the backbone of the civil 
tliaobedience movement, which ia admittedly now recognised ins practi- 
cally ail reaponaible quarters to be productive of nothing but disorder 
and anarchy, and we now have the sequel which asks us not only to 
from action, but to place ujjon their trial those officers who are 
iiut reNjMHisiblc for the policy of (fovernineut, but who were entrusted 
with tile arduous and unpleasant task of enforcing it-Mifficers who loyal- 
ly and admirably during recent <layH have prew^rv’cd this city from the 
scenes •i>i f-ii have disgraced Boinbav and Madras, and have maintained * 
a degree of order which, in ail the (‘ircunistauces of the case, is to mj* 
mind, remarkable. I put it to the Council that even refraining from 
arguing the case on any uiqaipular lines, such as adniinutrative effi- 
ciency or fairness, is it wiw*, at u time when the atmosphere is admitted- 
ly ehv tric, at a time w hen w’e may la* on the eve ol further disorder and 
(rouble, to place u|M)n their trial (he one body of men who stand bet- 
ween this Oiuncil and disorder — a btidy of men sorely tried by the attacks 
upon tliciu and ujMin whose discipline attacks are In^ng made every day?* 
Is it wise, to put it at its hiwest. to put these men ujkhi their trial when 
1 am prepaied to show' that they have been honestly and faithfully try- 
ing to fiiltil the duties entrusted to them by the executive Governments 
IsMiMiig the asjiect of the |>oli(v alone, is it again wise for tlil.s Council, 
W'liich is fast putting up a record with reference to the preservation of 
law and order which is lH*ginning to attract attention elsew’here, to add 
one other striking example to that listS 

I'low, His lixcellenev and 1 have siHikeu so re<*ently on the state of 
affairs in ('ab utta tliat it is needless to rejieat in detail. The facts an^ 
well known to us all. We know the polie\ whieh has ht‘en adopted, 
and which we have heart! from the mouth of Mr Gandhi, of delilierately 
goading Government, if need Im\ to roni|Nd slnsiting; of provoking and 
assaulting the police; of disobeying onlers ami of courting arrest. 
And when we hear from Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray of “the scenes in 
the stn*ets and parks that tlie |K>liee have created,” one really wonders 
to what extent distortion of the facts is t<i be cari'ied in this Council 
(.’hamlier. The non-eo-o|a*rft(ors have o|amly gloried in the disturbances 
they have ereated, and it is only two days ago that one of the extremist 
impers in tiiis tow n tiaik great credit for the fact that they had restored 
law and order bv r**fraining from the netivitles which had brouj^t about 
lawlessness and disorder. It suggests rather the attitude of a burglar, 
wdio, refraining from going out one night on his work of depredation, 
takes rn»dit to himself for the fact that the crime Statistics wiJl be leas 
by one. However that is (he attitude and to ignore it is impoaaible. 
That having Wen the state of affairs which has prevailed in the town, 
it necessitated intervention on the jiart of Government to maintain law 
and order, and a general justification of that policy has previously been 
offered by me and others. But that intervention has necessitated the 
application of a certain degree of force to meet force. Crowds have 
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Iwd to be broken up when they ohetniete<f traffic in the Dtreets* meet- 
mg» — ^ilie^ meetings — called in defiance of orders, have had to be dia- 
peraed. I do not deny that a certain aimniiit of force hua had to be uaed» 
but it had to be used directly in coua«t|iieuce of the actions of ihow* who 
were seeking to break the law, and it is to my mind extraiudiimry that 
looking to the length of time disorder has Wn prevailing in this city, 
we should, thanks to the tact and moderation of the police, have passed 
. through it with n minimum of personal injur>’ inflicted upon the mem- 
bers of the public and with but one tragic incident of the dead body of 
a jKdiceman found in Tentral Avenue. 

Now as ^e are asked to inquire into complaints, it is well that I 
should summarise briefly the complaints that have lH‘en brought to the 
nritice of (iovernmont. As is well known, the (Commissioner of I'olif'c 
publiclx offered to inquire into facts brought to his notice, and it is also 
well known that this has Ix'en the attitude of the exei’utivc (lovcrnment 
also We have had a widespread prevalence of lawlessness and atroci- 
ties pictureil to us by various spcakeis. What arc the actual complaints 
that have l»een brought to the notice of (boerrfment ? We have had 
the assault i»n Profc'^sor lleramba riiandia Muitni. 1 have previously 
spoken of that inciilcnt, and ulihoiigh at the time it wan re|Mirled to 
Ifis Exctdlency as a case of brutal assault, and rejsuted in the daily 
pi^ss as a nK'n ile^y llelalsmring. u|M)n inquirv it proved to Im' jw mere 
push given under cirr umstances for which, as I have explained before, 
this gentlemen was himself mainly to blame. AVe have neift the case of 
Cine Jitendni Nafli Ghosh. There was a <Towd outside the thana, and 
apparently h<' was hustled in fbe disfiersal of it Next day he could not 
show anv iiiark.s, although he said he had marks the dav Iwfnre. and 
still was in pain Put T put it to tlie (\>uncil that this was a most 
trivial incident. 

Then wo have the case of one K Das Tie filed an aflidavit that 
he had lieen wrongfully arrested merely lunause he put on khaddar aiul 
a Gandhi cap. 

Rfti RADHA CHARAN PAL BslMKHirs Is the HoiPble Meriil»er re- 
ferring to any incident connected with the Afethuabasar happenings)- 

TiMeHon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: No; I refer to the case of 
K. C. Das. He admittwl that ho had pul on hhaddrr and jgme out to 
see whether he wr>uld be arrt*«ted. He joined some volunteers who were 
moleaiing a shopke^ier, and some soldiers arrested Kim along w ith the 
others. *M*hen he was taken l»efore the |>olice he said that he was uoi 
a volunteer. The police offirer iii charge let him go after telling him 
that he was % foolish young man to do (his sort of thing, and ftiat he waf 
sorrj' for the inconvenience he had been put !o but, which he had largely 
brought upon himself. 

The next complaint was the alleged assault on f’hira Haiijaii Das, 

to whick alao I bave previously alluded ip this Ouneil. 
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iibu lURENDRA NATH MALLfKs May I rise to a point of order? 
U tiu* MerutMn entitled to refer tonhe case of Chira Kanjan Das 

which is not the subject matter liefore the Council? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): Yes, 
becauw it is inclufled in the general charge of assault against the 
poiir’e. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Chira Ranjan Das, although • 
he had ample op|K>rtunities bringing his case to the notice of respons-^ 
ible oHi(efH at the time, di<l not do so, but eventually came out with a 
Htatement which, in the face of the medical evidence, cunnoL be anything 
but an etnggeration. 

Anollu*r (ase (d complaint is alleged assault by Mr. Kidd, into 
W'hit h impiirv is l>eing made in an apprc^priate and pro])er way by a pro- 
secutioji which lias Ikmoi instituted against two newspa|>ers for libel, 
in the course of which the facts will la* elicited. 

These, apart from the Meclmahazar affair with whi( h f will deal 
later, are the inr idents that 1iave lanm brought to the mdice r>f Govem- 
imuit ; and f put it tf> tlie Coum-il fhjit thev do not justify the impres- 
sion that is sought to b«» created. 

T now turn to tlie im idents that have lK*en brfuight to the notice, of 
the Commissioner of I'olice. and T will read Mr Clarke’s report : — 

The only specific complaintH of RSNftult SRsinst the police or military were the 
following * — 

(n) On the 21st Novenil»er 1021. an Oi>nya oooly called Kristopati complained at 
Jorasnnko P«)lic<'-Ntation that while ntandine in a crr)wd on }iarriiH>n R^iad he was 
aanaulted hy a snhrf* Tie (saild not aay who or what the tuhrh was There were 
alight injuriea on him so his ('oinplaint waa perorded and he was aent to Hospital 
where he was <lr<‘ssed and discharged 

(M On the 0th I><*<'eml>er 1021, Professor Heramba Chandra Maitra <'omplained 
t<» Mr Wilmm at Lai Ilawir that he was assaulted hy tns^ps . the details of the rase 
arc known to (Joveninient The Professor told Mr Wilson that he did not want L) 
press the matter or demand an inquiry. 

(c) On the 12th IVct>mlMT. 1021. the Fourth Presidency Magistrate drew the 
attentii>n of the Commissioner of Police to the rase of an accused who appeared 
T»cforc him with his head Immiaged. and complained of assault by a sergeant «t 
(Jrant Htrcct mit-jxist St^rgcaiit Hunt, the offtt'cr in question, explained that after 
some arrests in the New Market, a crowd attacked the Grant Street oqt-post in 
order to rescue the prisoners, and the accused, who was one of the crowd, was 
Hiiested. anH in pushing him through the <loor of the out-post he trippeil over the 
lintel, fell and knocked his head against a heneh. 

Id) On the 16th tVc'cniher, lf>21. Bahu Knshns Kumsr Ultra rompljmed tJut 
a Bengali student had been assaulted hy a sergeant for no reason in Amherst 
(In inquiry hy the I>epuly Commissioner, it appeared that two days before an aitai k 
had l^ n iWlde on Muehipara thaiw and two sergeants were then diputed to keep 
the . tossing clear The stutlent in question refuserl to more when ordeml to do so. 
and was pualuHl off. WhAi teen 24 hours after the .Kvurrenoe he bad no marks of 
injury. 

(t) On the 24ih December. 1921, a man named Hakdhar Sikdar of 28, UlU- 
danga Hoad, was injured by the pfltep in OernwaUis Street. At tbe time aergeanta 
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Tk>r%n w#re AMisUng Corpormtion to light Unopii. irh<*n 

ih«3r »®r« *ttack«d by a mob. wip took away thm Uddaf , peltod thei* with atonoa 
and put out the lamps already lit. The sargeanta then had to diapeme the crowd 
and Haladhar Bikdar got a blow on the head and fell down. H© waa renuireit to 
hospital and has tine© been dischargcHi. 

Id a few other cases of trial of prisoners by the fitli Pn^sidency Magiatrate. 
romplainta were roadejof assault by sergemnta i>n escort, but no orders were received 
from trying Magistrataa on these allegations 

The only person reported to have recelvwd serious injunes was Haladhar Sikdar 
whose case has been noted on above. 

• Generally speaking, it was an ever>-day cH-ciirreiu'© throughout the northern 
part of the tow'n from the 4 th of December onward*, that rrt>ads of volunteers 
toUeclerl. shoi|ti»g GondAi Maharri) ki jnt. threatening shop-ket'ia'rs. and obatrucl- 
mg traffic In some lamv*. particularly on the occasion of the arrival of Mr. C. H 
Das’s son, of Mrs Das. and when Professor Maitra I'omplained of being asssulted, 
crowds ssaunied a most threatening attitude, and had to lie disjicrsed by fon'<>. 
hut 111 no case < except that of Haladhar 8 ikdar) was such fone us«Mi as resulted in 
any serious in)ury 

That, Sir, is Mr. ('larkc'.s acixiuiit and I again jnit it tn tliu Council 
whothiM it out tin* allcgat iiin> which have licen iniidc. 

Then I coinc to tht^ Mcchiiahajiar incnlcnt. Wc huvo been told that 
wc have published a belated cem//Miai<yMc, although in the (oturnuniquo 
itself we explaiiieil the < in uniMtuiKeH under which it wuh iHfiUed at that 
thne. The afluir wa.sjhe tiubjecl of a rentdutiou which might have been 
ri:\i< ht*<l at an luirlier nu*etnig of the Council, uiui wi* c\|K*<*ted to make 
a htateoient on the .subjeit tluui. Hut that op|Mjrlunity did not anse, 
hihI mi, latlicr than wait till to-ilav, we publi^heil a co in ntu niqur (|mte 
fecentlv. In that lotnmun'^u w«* have given the fact*. Hut um re- 
ference lias lM‘cn inadi* to infoi inution whnh wuh given to me jHUson- 
ally, 1 would like to draw* the attention of the Council to certain i ii 
l unintain es' cohium ted therew ith. It i* perfectly true tliat Hai Uudha 
Charan Pal Hahadur lume to me on the e\ening of Mondav, the 2bth 
l)tMeml>t*r, willi lertaiu gentlemen, and coiiip}aine<l of what has been 
referral to more than oinw* tlii.s afterniMin a.s a |MiIn-e raid lie le- 
(juef«tt*<l me to gi\e a promise for a 1*011 public nniuiry. and I may men- 
tion, as an example of tt»e dangei of tiiisting to these inefhiMlH of bring- 
ing facta to our notice, that when I asked the Hai Hahadur “ why nhould 
the fudii e have acted in mih h an unreasonnhie way and asMiuItiM) people 
without«any cauae whatever ” the answer I got was “ that is what they 
«ay ’ *; no reaaoQ waji forthcoming. Hut although the Haj^ Hahadur 
now says that the facts were known all orer the town, and although he 
now admits that t hut morning he wum in the north fif the town himwdf, 
yet he n<*%*er mentioned to me the origin of the whole trouble, niiinelv, 
the murder of a eoii«tiible on the night of the 2olh. lie and other 
apeakera noi#I^Jaim that there wa« no option but for a non-offiefti irnjiiiry 
to >>e held. Wn* there no option ? I leftised to prpmir«» offhand a public*, 
inquiry, but I asked Mr. Clarke to aewertain the fart« ami (he first thing 
that he did was to send a Deputy rommisaioner to the Rai BalmdurV 
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Hii RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bthadur: Did the police omne itmeP 

The Hoii'ble Sir HSHRY WHEELER: I am Udd that the Deputy 

Couimiii^'ioiier cudk* lo liini und asked him if he could produce the men 
whose shops were looteil. No complainants were forthcoming, and in 
the circumstarues we ordered a departmental inquiry to be made and 
the I'acts are cojitained in the communiqM^ which Has been published. 
Put hrieflv. after the finding of tli^ dead body of the constable in the 
early hotirn of the morninp, the police thought that, the people of the 
Iwralitv which was clone to a haunt of well-known bad characters, must* 
have IxM'ii fognisant of, if not conne<’ted with, thdt murder, and they 
called bn thf‘ inmates of a tea-shop, in which there w'ere lights burning, 
and three adjoining shops to come out. The people did not do so and 
as there were signs of their escaping from the back, the police, in their 
sean h for the guilty f)erson, broke op<‘n the tea-shop and thr<^ adjoin- 
ing shops and took certain |K*ople w'hom thev found in them to the thana 
for iii(|uii v. As regards the mos(|ue which is said to have been entered, 
r inav p<»int out that it is at some <Hstance from the scene of operations, 
atid then* was no 'n*ason ff»r the police to have entered it. The polif^K* 
throughfutt were in charge (»f resjK>nsjhle officers, including two Deputy 
rommissionci s, one Assistant ('omrnissioner, one ins|w*ctor and tw’o suh- 
ins|M*( tors. After having arrested these people .the police went aw|fV* 
leaving three conslahles m ciiarge Shortly after that a fire occurred 
in the vicinity and the jadici* hud to go to that s|M>t toi protect the fire 
engine, whuh was U*ing stoned; that was a separate matter, hut it indi- 
cates the state of feeling tluit was prevailing. After the main incident 
of the murder, word was evidently sent to the had characters in other 
parts of the town, and they came down to the numls'r (»f neaily 3,000 
and drove aw'ay the three constaldes, and for 4b minutes tliere was 
mother law- nor order in the hwolity. We have the statements of our 
ow'n otfi(‘ers and of (»ther |>eople wdio, (»w'ing to terrorism, will not come 
forward t«i give their evidence iu public, that for that time the locality 
was ctuupletely in the hands of llie imih and tlq|i looting by goondas did 
then take pla<x*. Thes<» are the facts of the ca»p so far as we win ascer- 
tain, but this incident of tin* inoh taking possession of the Walitv^fu^’ 
45 minutes has not ls*en alluded to by a single s|)eaker this aftermion. 
On the other hand an attempt has liben made to ftmse religious >iiimosi- 
tic'* hv s}>coking of the desecration of holy places and damage to sacred 
books. One of the speakers has acknowledged that he did not know 
anything about this ra.se Wfore this afternoon, bulfbe is inflummd by 
this wn corroborated statement to press for an inquiry. A deliberate 
attempt has thus been made bv certain non-Muhammadan reUllftyi to 
bring in tfieir Muhammadan fellow-members on their sidli:||l^ this a|V|^l 
(o religiou.s sentiment. v 

Mr. HUtEYN tNAHtEO tUHRAWARI^Yl Sir, what does Sir 

Henry Wheeler mean by ** t|iicoiToborated statement *^f 
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DEI»UTY»iFfli8IOENT: do tint ioic^pt. 

, Tilt Htfl»Mt Sir HEHRY W|fEELER: I hhvt mm denh with vtiri. 
otts specific incidents and will explain in general terms what tht policy 
of Government in this matter is. If acts of repression -or wron)f-<loinff 
are alleged by any private c itiaen^ the ohvions courae for him is to lay 
an information }>dfore the proper magisterial ilhthorities. The courts 
are open, and there are deputies, urfllkif an information is hMlgei] by any 
private person the usual machinery or the law will Im» put into force. 
That is the proper course, I suhmil, f«»r any meiulw'r of the public wh<» 
complains of wrong-doing to take. Why is it that no complaint of that 
kind was Icfdged even though a direi't invitation was made to to 

come forward? It cann<^t have lw»en for lack 4»f witnesses ; wc are told that 
there are sIkmiIs of w ilnessos and some of the ineinliers know their names 
But for reasons l)est known to thosu codeer ne«l, it sCems evi4lence \ull not 
be put forward in llie way the law pfovidea for. hut it is !(» he adduc ed 
after an atmosj>heie has been created by means of 1n>inuations and 
appeals to religious prepidice. But, apart from that, if ausbcKlv comes 
forward and makes an allegation we have saicl we jih' t\ Hlirig to make an 
inquiry, either magisterial or departmental, according tc» the ( ircum- 
stances of the caM'. The inquirv into the Met lorn ba>uii*^ incident wan 
departmental ; into tly' bntally and Hc>w rah. inc idents it was magi- 
sterial. But docs an im|uirv of that kirn! satisfy our cTitiVa? When 
we had the magnsterial incjuiry at Hcovrah the non-eo-etperaf ion party 
abstained from g^iving^ evidence; at the Mntallv inquiry the* Be(»pje *4 
Protection Society, of wliic’Kwe have heard so inueh this nfteiihcHiAt 
stated that they woubl not give eMdeiic^e, and even in tlir* east* of a Convic - 
tion by a court- as we had an instance* a few dayt $g(v evem the fac t that 
statements have been proved in c’oiirt to be false and even criminal 
d*»es not carry conviction to members who rcqieat thenr here. Well, Sir. 
that ia the pedicy of (J<»vernmont in regard to these complaints. If there 
are complaints ter be made, let thcuii be lodged in the* prcqier way. If 
tbay are not lodged in before a court, let some one coipa 

forward and make an Ifutboritative statement bcdoic* the Kxecntfve. 
^•Kcannnt lend ourselve.s to the tactics which are tistially adopted io 
these matian. TV'e have in the beginning a flcwul of anonymous anci 
vague allegations in die papers, to #hich I previously albidc»d here in 
connection with Chandpur, and of which I can give another striking 
example in't^iCNmecdion with this very Mechiiahawir affair. This is what 
appeaiid in the of the 2rith December: — ^ 

LavkNiAieM has <x>in« into axistenc* in Calcutta. From the reports hettig 
reoeiijiip^ ii would s e em that the surceu of the AoHof has driven the authorities 
fnuiabi •Re wiiia hev else been received of the police having eel fire to a hut near 
RoadlHirMeohiidhasar Road crossing last night. Those wmmg out of the 
hat wiie aaaaultod and shot. Even this moiping. assaults and blank fh-ing are orm- 
tinning. It is «id that three ooljnws were away in a fire-brigade motor. 

The polkw are stated to have looted the shcviii and some shop-keepers are under 
an^. Thare are oimrks of bkiod on Ceiftrai Aveane at the Mechuabasar rroMtng. 
It u said th at last night the moeqoe st Mesdmahasar wsa broken open and sn entry 

8 
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•ff*cUd. The police are Mid to hsTe entered premiiet No. 12^7, Harrison i|t(Md, 
and looted lU. 700 worth of goods. Buttons, badges, etc., belonging to the police 
were left behind. Two men were so serereljr asMulied that ihej hare been taken 
to the Marwari Visudhanand Hospital. It is also stated that Raja Basar was looted 
early this morning. 

That IH a good example of these tactics which are persist antly follow- 
ed. This is the first stage — to get irrespon.sible newspapers to make 
virulent statements. That is followed by an informal inquiry, and when 
the ground is well prepared, the question is brought up in this liCgis-* 
lative Council with a demand for a non-official inquiry. Now to these^ 
tactics we cannot lend ourstkfM and to these reijiiests we cannot accede. 

I put it to the (Council tklftiii tbese matters, as has lieen painted out by 
Mr. Travers, members are apt to misunderstand their functions. This 
Council has been given an important position in the administration of 
the province ; it has almost a paramount voice in matters of finance and 
legislation, and on general matters it can, through the medium of reso- 
lutions, advise Government* But I Id&ow of no Legislative Assembly in 
the world which seeks to constitute iteelf into a kind of super-ti ihunal 
for the trial of Government servants — Government servants who are 
merely trying <o discharge their duties. These trials are to he held 
after an atmosphere of suspicion has been created, and without any of 
the safeguards which are provided for by the proper judicial machinery 
which the law contemplates. That was never a functitm which ^he 
Council was intended to perform, and it is a function which is entirely 
unfitted to perforin. In this particular matter all these tactics hav<* been 
used to discredit the police, in respec t of whom I submit that special 
obligations lie on the Executive GcjviTiimcnt which we are bound to 
recognise. Our {>olic« are entitled to prcjtection in the perf<»rmance ()f 
the diffic ult work which dc*volv(‘s upon them, and that protection is not 
afforded if they are exposed to the line of attack which has been advocated 
this afternoon. Again, there is the matter of the* discipline of the polic'e. 
Obviously, in the police, which in some respect resemble.s the army, a 
high standard of discipline must be maintained, But it in impossible to 
do BO if W'e are to adopt the line of judging^ the acts of the police by a 
non-official incjuirv of the kind now .suggested. No army in the wplld 
would tolerate such a thing, and in no country of the w^orld would such 
a suggestion be adopt eil. For all these reasoni* Sir, I pul U to the 
Council tkat this the<»rv of police lawlessness in Calcutta from the 
17th of November onwards, has in no way lieen anbstalitiated. There 
has l^en regrettable law lessness since that ilate, but the police luM been 
the restraining inffuence and they have exerci.sed their influence in a 
mannef ^hich, taken as a whole, is more worthy of our tkam our 

condemnation. For these reasons. Sir. I am not prepaiiM%a aocepCthhi 
recommendation which has beeij^ut before us. 

MMiUmNDIIA NATH MALLIK: From what has fallen from 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler I gather that as only a few isoltfled 
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compbdnU had reached him that is pnxif oonchtsive to hia mind there waa 
no canoe of g^rievance at all. He has more<iver complained of the tactira 
of the non-officials in bringing these resolutions here. 1 romphiin on (h«* 
other hand of the tatties of (Jovernment as reetuitly and repeafetlly 
exhibited in the comjuuntiiues which have Ix^n published. Does the 
the Hon’ble Member, for (lovcrnment know (bat these eomviunKfu^s do 
ntit satisfy or deceive oiiylKMly K The days of retl-h*>t eyes and c/inproo 
re(K>rta are over and we now stand upon our rights and we ward to have 
the i»olice under proper ct>ntrol. We do not care to listen to .such 
nSeaningless arguments that no I^gislativcJjjJouncil in the world would 
he }>ermitted take up this attitude (»f a%n|l4||^ibunal. Hut, Sir, the 
Hon’bic Member convenientlv forgets to renieitfber that nowhere in the 
world there is such a Legislative (’ouiicil as ours. Sir, this ilvan'hial 
system has proved to b«* hopeless and this lit'gi.slative Coum il is nh^olutely 
helpless, and the ( inveriimeiit are taking advantage of that helplessness. 

Nothing in extenuation has bafft aoid by ,* Sir Henry AVheeler as 
reganls the Kntally affair. Muck has been said of the shooting of the 
constable at Me<‘huabazar. That incidetit whiih still icuiaiuH shrouded 
in mystery is un(|uestioTiahly a deplorable one. Hut what about the 
Indian who was shot d«*ad at Enfally and about w'h«»tn the HoiThle 
Member has not spok«*n a word. A man w*as killed there hy the t'ivil 
(luafd in broad dayliglTt. What about that? What about the serious 
assault conimitled on passcrs-by for ovoi » length of a mile hy (h»' ('ivil 
(iuard and sergeants and a number of biots committed by tluun on the 
way at Kntall\ ? Has Sir Henry Wheeler .said anything iihout it P 

CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. H. L. StophMiiOfi): 

May I rise to a point of order? The Kntally affair is tuh pnhrr. 

ThO DEPUTY-PRESIDENT* You should not refer to the matter 
^rbich is tvh juf/ire. 

BalNi SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Was it not n/A ;m//cc when 
Sir Henry Wheeler allmled to it? It is suh juflire to me and not to him ! 
1 did not refer to it by a single word in my opening speech. 

^ HoiPblO Sir HENRY WHEELER: May I offer a word of 
explanation? I think the (Vmncil will hear me out when T say that T 
have never referred to any of the details of that incident. • 

iabu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Nor would I refer to any of 
the details# I simply mention the faot that a man was killed and noth- 
ing was done in the matter and that we w'ant an inquiry. 

A« regards Die Mechuabaxar ineident. the Hon’ble Member ffas said 
that opportunity was taken to rouse, the religions animosity of a certain 
section of the people. Speaking for myAlf, I may say that in my refer- 
ence Ui the Mecbuabajwr incident, I did hot for one moment try to rouse 
reli^us animosity. I did not say one word about it and I would 
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leave it to those who have seen and suffered from the incident to speak 
for themselves. Where then are the tactics? It is the Government 
who employ tactics in your communiquh. You publish in your 
comviunkiuh informations which only reach the Hon’ble Member from 
the paratcallaSf then through the Inspector, the Assistant Commissioner, 
the Deputy (‘ommissioner and the Commissioner of, Police. The reports 
of those ''***^' policemen whose conduct is in question are 
flourished l)efoi% us with a little retouching by a skillful hand and this is 
the thing to which an imiMising continental name of comwvniquS has 
been given and we are here calh'd upon to accept that as gospel. We, 
however, refuse to do that. I have gathered what took qlace there. I 
have seen injuries on men and women hy the dozens. I have seen door^ 
haltered and the boxes forced open. 1 have hcanl from people 
whom 1 have questioned that when they went to the local police to lodge 
information they were told — Gandhi ha pan jao (go to Gandhi). Thif 
was I he rc]d\ they received and in the face of these facts, ran the Hon'ble 
MeniU*! stand up and say that there was no coiiijilaint and that thi 
people did not come to lodge complaints? If a committee of intjuiry h 
formed, all this evirlence w'oiild be placed before it and Irefoie the publi( 
in a formal way, where then is the harm of ronstituting a coininittee: 
\\ hy are the Goveiniiient afraid of a rommiftee if everything i» all 
right? Why do they not accede to our re(|uesi? They know verV'wel/ 
fluit their nninnutiniui'x are not aer-epted hy tljc people. If it were not 
HO, where was the necessity of instituting lihel cases against new’spnpei> 
III the I’olice (\mrts at so mu< h expense over the affair of a seriou' 
assault on a lady by a Deputy Conimissioner at Hhawanipur 
quite rei’ently? They had already published a rotn m um/ju/' as regurdf 
the affair. Iheii why this nervmisness? Why again have these 
lUiU’s been instituted? Why is all this money being wasted !■ 
It is only becaust* they know full well that the people do not lielieve their 
conun uniq It t\< and therefore they felt that it was net'essnry for them to 
get some sort of magisterial gloss and support to it. We understand all 
this, AVe arc not ( hildren here. We may be a subject-race, hut we are 
not fools. We very well understand that these cases have been 

brought only to gag our mouths by making the matter somehow 
iwl $u(licf. What is the good of saying all that? Why nqf honestly 
«ay that we lire a mighty Government and w’e do not care to accept your 
suggestion.s. liy all means we will then keep rhup over it. We have 
been told that first of all we make vague insinuations in the Prese which 
we then follow up by questions and then by resolutions in the Council. 
That is our tactics. I emphatically deny this. If however, these are 
tacti#Chen publishing in Government communiquh statements of 
policeihen which arlpt^solutely false and then prosecute people at public 
expense th rough, ^alleted offen^tee—is not that tactics as well and that 
of a highly quesfionable character? Things which we know personally 
to be fnlse^ -are we not entitled to say so? This is not the proper W|y of 
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meeting 00 when we ask for more lighW What are we to do? We ap* 
pruach^ His hlxcellency — we asked him to help us in t¥e situation, we 
prayed for his help in this matter, we pntyed for deputation to place 
definite facts before His Excellency, but we were told that nothing gotnl 
would come out of it and that no useful purpose would be servetl by giving 
us a hearing. Are «'^e going to be told that useful purpise can only be 
served by issuing to the effect that the poliei* are so many 

angels ! Would this story be believed in this country f lipu may publish 
your commwnt^u^ any number of them, but we do not Ixdieve them. 
What I said at the time of the udjouriiinent of the House twi* months ago, 
I repeat now’ ^nd that is that w’e should c-ontrol the hooligans as well as 
the police and that therein the safety lies. Do not give \in mere 
coinmunujiu^s. They are believed by noluHly. I do not like to say any- 
thing more, but I say this that beycmd reading t»ut imln e reports nothing 
ha.s been shown by Sir Henry Wheeler as to w’hy there i.s no nec'essity for 
making any imjniries int<» tUaee iin idents in which the (’ivil (hiards and 
the pt»lice have run amok and beaten anylMidy and everybody mud looted 
several places. There was u man .shot dead at Kntully and so far as we 
know’ it was all over the purchase of some oranges hy the* t'ivil (luurd 
wh(* t(H)k them away without payment. 


TIm HtHi’ble Sir HEf^RY WHEELER: May I rise to a point of 
order? 'I'lns refers to the Kntully case which is suh jutltre. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; F am sf>euking about a thing 
whuh IS iMjt fuh )u(ht'e. 'I'hat magistrate is sitting simply for ascer- 
taining the c ause of (he death c»f one jMMir Indian, “ name- uiiknow’ti 
and nothing else. I am not speaking alniut (he cause of the death c»f 
this unfortunate man I merely allude to the incident whic h occurred 
at Eutully, namely, the death c»f an Indian, for the purpose of sliowing 
the nece.s>il\ of an incpiiry into the whole range of those incddcuits f>f 
which this w a.s only a part and a small one. The Hon ’hie Member 
said that the duties of the Army and the Police arc* somewhat similar as 
they are both subjec t to a high standard of discipline. I believe that it 
is ow'ing to this strong sense of discipline that they bc*at people indiscri- 
minately, rccblx'd the oranges of a poor man and looted others right and 

left at Kntallv and fired at men from the naif of a house, * 

• 

Tht DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You had better not allude «n that 
incident. 


iabtt SORENDRA NATH MALLIK: As you please, Kir. I have 
done. ^ - 

RM RADHA CHARAN PAL BahiditrtMay I^iMe to a point of 
explanation? Sir IFenr> Wheeler said tkni the Degnty/jornmisMioner of 
Police, Northern Division, asked me for information acHiut the persons 
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whuM «hopfi were looted. I enphatically deny that Ule Deputy Com- 
iniaaiooer aakel me anything about it. 

TIM Hon’bM Sir HeNRY WHEELER: Hay I correct the member? 
1 (lid not Hay that he awked him for information about the persons whose 
shopH hud beef! looted. My information is that he asked him to produce 
the complainaniH. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I emphatically deny that. 
The Deputy (Commissioner never came to me nor did he inquire anything 
of the kind. No ofhcial communication was mud# to me either. ^ 
Bubu Surendru Nath Mallik’s resolution was then put to the vote, the 
other rcHolutions on the subje< t liaving been withdrawn and a division 
was taken with the following result 


AYES. 


Aful, Hawabtada K. M., Khan Bahatfur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mautvi Cmaduddin. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Maulal Waalrnuddm. 
Ahmad. Mauivl Aiaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivl Yakulnuddin. 

Ahmad, Munahl Jafar. 

All, Mr. lyad Naalm. 

All, MunthI Amir. 

All, Munihl Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mautvi Khandahar. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Banarjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnaa Chandra. 
BhattaeharJI, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Baaa, Mr. S. M 

Chaudhurl, Babu Kliharl Mahan. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Narandranalh. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Outla, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

NBB, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Ndik, Mauivl Ehramut. 

Hniaaln, Mauivl Muhammad Madaaaur. 
Karim, Mauivl Abdul. 


KarlmvMaulvl Faxhil. 

Khan, Mauivl Namid udnlln. 

Khan, Mauivl Md. RaSqua Uddin. 

Makramall, Munahl. 

Maltih, Babu iurandra Nath. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

MuhharJI, Babu Satlah Chandra. 

Muhharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhan. 

Nahay, Mirxa* Muhammad All. ^ 

Naakar, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Fal, Ral Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Rauf, Mauivl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra UiL 
Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. KrUhna Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kahaunlah Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. BIJay Pravad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Tartt Bhutan. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Latit Mahan Singh. 

Ray, Raja Manllali Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jagaah Chandra. 

.. Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Nutayn Bhahaad. 


NOES. 


Banarjaa, lha Nan’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Bartan, Mr. N. 

Bias, Mr. t. E. 

Bantpat, Mr. C. N. 

Chabdliuii* lha Nan Ma tha Nawab Satytd 
Hawaii All, Kban Bahadur. 

DiUtIa, Mr. d. A. 

Duval, Mr. N. P. 

Prana h, Mr. P. 0. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. OamphaB. 

Oaada, Hr. S. W. 

Nlii4laskAt-0«i*0* S* 

mr, w. s. 

Hunthiilard, Mr. 0. T. « 
dMiiaa,JBr. D. N. t. iMflMri. 

Karr, Sia llaii*Mi Hr.4. M. 


j Lnrmaur, Mr. P. 'A. 

! Maharajadhlraja Bahadur af Burdwgn, 
tha Nan'hia. 

Mttlar, tha Nan'bM Mr. P. C. 

Hargan, Mr. 0. 

Raa, Mr. W. K. 

Rahhn, tha Naii*Ma Sir Ahd-u r -. 
Skinnar, Hr. N. E. 

Spry, Hr. H. E. 
ttarh, Hr. N. A. 

S ta p h au a au, Hr. N. L. 

•wan, Hr. d. A. L. 

Travtra, Mr. W. IL 
Walah, Mr. 0. P. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 
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Political axpMtaticn 01 Intfiaii labour. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUOHURIS I moire that ** ihh 

Council recommends to the Goierument that an inquiry be made into 
the causes and agencies leading to political exploitation of Indian labour 
within the last 12 months in Bengal.’" 

The wording of the resolution may appear to many as rather vague. 
What I mean is the use of ignoiant Indian labour as pawn in the revo« 
iutionary propaganda which has been at full swing throughout the 
• country. ^ 

In the cqprse of my investigations of a few labour disputes, I mean 
strikes and also in connection with my Trade I'nioii Inquiry, I founo 
out marks of political activities oi a doubtful c huracter which 1 considoi 
inimical to the welfare of Indian labour. Let me give you just a few 
instances. There was a Trade Union Pongress held in Jherriah b^urc 
la.st (’hristmas with most praiseworthy objects, vt:., to formulate lummi 
grievances and specially to focus public attention to the wTetched 
conditions of the Indian miners. They discussed all sorts of things from 
Jalianw'ullabagh to the impri.soninent of Mohamed Ali, the Taff Vale 
Case and ncataj and all the rest of it and more than 20, (KH) coal miners 
were made to attend from ilay to day to bear things which had very 
remote connei tions wflth probboiis of their bread and they W'ere made 
to Io.se 2 or d da>s’ wages. Sf>e< lal t ubles running to (i.tMK) words w’ere 
drafted giving a vivid ilescnption of the greatest lalaiur demonstnition 
India has ever seen and sent to the Daily Hvrahi and other communist 
papers in Europe. There was a racial excitement resulting in vuir pit 
and arrest of a few miners. I'he Bombay telegraph oflicc fortunately 
refused to transmit the message us being objectionable. Had the 
message appeared in the HvtaUl, Kumpeun lalKiur politi<'ianH and 
communists and syndicalists would have declared in no uncertain tonns 
that united Indian lalKiur demands that the British should quit India 
for good or that India is ripe for gyndif'alisni. I call thi.s, Sir, expluita* 
tion of labour of a very iloubtful character. Take the Htrike of the 
dcK'k lalHiurers in January lust over the unfortunate ilLtreutment of a 
dock coolie who dared to put a Gandhi cap on. The strikers demanded 
the immediate release of Mr. C. It. Das, who was then an under-trial 
pFis<»nef, which sounded very much like dire<'t action. It was a strike 
whu'h was distinctly political and nofi-<H‘onomic and not for^alleviation 
in the conditions of the einphnmetit of the dwkers. Sir, we have a 
very bilker menmry of a dircN’t action of this kind over the Assaiii-Ben- 
gal Railway. It was a political strike and ittaraj was dangled before 
the strikers. It was a sympathetic strike de<’bired in sympatliy with the 
refusal of the poor tea garden coolies to continue their wor^ in sinful 
gardens — it was a direct action against the outrageous conduct of the 
murderous Goarkhas at the instigation of a saiatiic Govemuient. I 
shall quote instances of what happened within a few miles of this city. 
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Viill coolies of liaraua/fore djkJ Kiahra were perauad^ to parade 
the Htreets of C’aloutta prior to (he December fuirtal to court arrest and 
go fo jail for the sake of motherland. They were sent for trial to 
"Jorubiigaii Court and M'hen askeil by the Magistrate they did not know 
what was hartal or straraj^ but they were not afraid of the jail. I call 
this, Sir, a deli l)tM ate atleiiipt tn exploit ignorant labour for revolu- 
tionary purposes. They were given an hour to recoii.sjder their position 
and express regret. They (umili out of the Court room into the comp(nind 
and were [)ronipte(l by young s( hool-boys who ^ae ted as scouts, to refuse 
to express regret. They went to jail all right, but were refu.se^ work 
alter release by the Mill Ma»<ager ami 1 had to fight their case out 
before Mr. I^uagfoid .lames, an hon'ble member of this (buincul. It 
raiised a strike ami men weic idle for a number of days and hundreds 
to my km»wledg(‘ bad to return home as there was practically a lock out 
bdlowing the strike. 

1 whall now deal with another aspe< t of this exploitation specially by 
the Khilafatists in the jute mil! area. Fiery speeches are deliveeed 
regularly to the mril-hands. 'rhe\ demand in the rraim* of the Khilafat, 
the revision r»f the Tr«‘ut\ of Sevi*es, evaruiation of the Creeks and so 
forth, tittarned intellectuals ma\ umierstand this slogan, hut it is 
beyomi the i'ompreliensiou of the mill-hands, steeped in ignorance not 
only by bueign rule but b\ relrgiruis and N<,Hiai jirejudices ai^d 
su(>er st it ions 

Such propaganda based on tlie (juest ioimble d(M‘trine <tf utilising the 
iguoruiu’e of the masses in <»i*ler (ti make tliem do the bultliug of the 
Congress or the Khilafat f’ommitlei* cannot be expru teil to juoduce the 
rlcsiied result. If the masses are to be «liawii iut(» (Ire struggle for 
national freedom, it will not In* <b»ne b\ exj)loiting their ignorance. 
Tbeii ermm iousuess must lx* mi M*d first <d all. I'bey must know what 
they are fighting tiU’. 'I’iies must be luade to fight for their immediate 
needs. Their aspirations ot life are to get suffit ieiit foial and i lothing 
and enjoy hare cmnfmts id' life and they constitute ttO per I'ent. of our 
people. 1 mean the masses iiulmling raiyats and w'orkers. All 
progruiuiue must he dragged down from the heights of abstract idealism 
and made consistent with the .supply of their material needs. The 
(drjective of their fight should net he deserts of Mesopittarnia and Ambia 
or ('onstuntinople but shoubl be found in their huts and workshops. 
They sll^ruld W helped in their econoniii- fight —the eternal .struggle of 
the raiyat and the i-oolie fbr bare existence. Insteai! of getting any 
AHsii^tance to keep the wolves out of diMir from their Nationalist blends, 
these fmor wag<*-eurners are made to sub.siTil>e large .siim.s towards Aogo- 
m and oth^f funds. Insteiwi of utilising every r hance to make extra few 
annas as Uiay had during th^ Royal Visit they are made to observe hariah^ 
a i»rt of spiritual sacrifices as my friend Mr. A. C. Dutt observed the 
other day. the true meaning of which their ignorant mind caniioi 
comprehend. These strikes and hartals, they are told, prepare the 
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groitBd toT a^ational or a geiivia! alrike leailinu: to peraiuptury at&itkwj 
meiit of iwaraj — a sort t»f revival of old <lay« wlieti no one l)^ad 

any trouble about fo(Ml and olotlijiig. Sir, this kind of idealiMin or 
inyatioiam may aj>|M*uI to those who have no tares for the morrow. To ? 
a simple wage-earner who works 4tir his bread ami who hardly gets tw 0 ^ 
square meals a tlay, it sounds like a miraele that swarnj will synohromae 
with the removal of all his siifteiings. It is a great misfortune to the 
large body of iuilustriai w’orkers and detrimental to their interest that 
the racial factor is lately uifrotlnoeil into their disputes. It is with a 
Reeling a»f repulsicui I recall my experiences <jf u strike and sul>sequent 
liM'k-out of the workers of the Indian Standar<l Wagon ('ompany at 
Hirapiir nea? Asaiisol. A p<»or Chinaman Supervi.sor >^as clone to chaith 
and the Kiiropean eugiiieei \\as -eveiely assaulted. ’Fhe Manager of a 
jute mill in lihoosery \mis heatcoi and the latest victim of this tnor pit 
mania is the Manager of a jute mill in Tittagarh. A spirit of disobe- 
dience to constituted authoril\ ha- its echo iii the mills, mines and 
planiatioiis and it is becuunug tooie and more ditiicult to maintain the 
authority of management -mio matter whether that management is 
Indian or Kuropean oi Aineiuaii; Irish “ Larkinism “ seems to be 
ix*<‘ping in the industrial horizon. One is n*mnided of the ‘'greid Belfas 
and Dublin strikes enginemed by .Iim liurktii. Kven l^aikiii though hr 
fought tooth and nail ^^aiii-t Helfast masters to ledress the dcK'kers' 
eeonomic grievances, he never meited In-li luboui for the overthrow of 
the Kiiglish (rovernmeut, iieithei did he allow the millions of Irish work- 
ers to be exploited foi the great Siuri Cein moveineiit . I have the great- 
est respec t for one or two si^ieen laboui woikeis belonging to the 
extremist camp I hev never seek to impose tlmir politn al views on the 
simple work-folks for w hose ecommiie uplift th4 \ sac rifice valuable time 
and money, .\o one knows nioie intimately than Mahatma (iandhi the 
miserable camditions under which millions cd “ honest ** workers eke 
out their existc-nc'e and no one is more anxious that this saviour of the 
depressed classes to protect the-e pocu semis frcuii cvcinoinic, scM'ial and 
political exploitation. In fat t it was he wh<» had the cHiurage of convic- 
tion to declare during his tour in Assam that the Railway strike there 
was a very sad business and that direct ac tion should never have 
been resorted to. Not until this declaration did it dawn upon Bengal 
leaders tbat lalxmr should la* leit severely abme. 'J’lie Mahaiina nqieiited 
the same declaration after the terrible tragedy in Boinl>ay und 4ele- 
graphed to C-alcutla to avoic| politic^ul exploitation of lalnjur as it is ^ 
absolutely unripe for his non-vmleiit mission. His rhelwt have either 
misundersfood his injunctions or have delif>erately disdl>eyed tkem. 
One word mure about this terrible strike on the laajor portion of the Eaei 
Indian Railway system and 1 have doim. It baj^Wen descTibed in newt- 
papers that the recent strike is a purely political one. It is very 
to judge from insufficient evidence whether the outburst was eni^tUMired 
for political purposes. One thing Is certain that there is a new csonacsoua- 
uem o^welf-respect — a new spirit of comradeship which is in eridenoe 
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among Indian workmen to-day. Tkk riiting spirit which did not exist 
before in the same degree as it is now is responsible for resentment for, 
and even retaliation against ili-treatraent, abuse or assault. It is this 
spirit which is at the bottom of this liailway strike. It is more eyr less 
an industrial insuiTection than a strike. Petty grievances of the menial 
stutf, such as refusal to grant leave or chastisement for ordinary mis- 
conduct not in I'lmdia alone but in almost all the locomotive sheds 
throughout the line have been exploited by so-called labour workers 
who have more zeal for n’ork than practical knowledge of labour 
conditions. ^ 

'I'he strike which originated at Tumlla as a result of alleged assault 
on a fireman, llamlal, hy a drivei and a shunter has niahy features 
common to the last strike at .Ihajha. Jhajha strike was the outcome 
of a ruiinnir that an Indian finonan was done to death hy a European 
ilriver. It was j»roved by a judicial iiu|Uirv that the death was flue to 
an act of (lod, viz., an acc ident and not the act of the European driver, 
hut that did not arrest the spread of the strike to almost all the locomotive 
shisls in liihur lesulting in c-onijilete dislocation ot trade and specially 
cv»ul mining. ^Ve had aiidnciuitv in which the men were strongly 
represented hut Khilalatists appeared cm the scene from Mudhupore and 
liacl the inc|uiry boycotted fen- ii while, but better sense jirevailed in the 
end. We sat from day to dav examining cn-ery possible witness yjal 
c ame to an unanimous timling 'J'he Eun»iH‘uii fon man against whom 
the men had grievances was c-ompeilcal to take leave. In this strike .< 
committee was offered b\ the Railway (’ompun\ piovided the men 
lesnmed, but rumours were spread that an iuiiuiiy would m»( he impartial 
and nothing could be done*. Deliberate attempts have been made lateK 
to shake ail faith in impiiries niicl tiiere tlie agitators' hand is eleurlv 
visible. A racial fac tor has been deli}>erutel\ introcluc-csl ami agents are 
deputed all ovei the line to incite railway hands. I have been apprcnicdied 
to mediate in the matter, but I agreed on one comlition that the racial 
factor must be removed from the list of grievances, hut that did not 
agree with the leaders of the stnke. I’he result is that the premier 
Railway line of India, the main artery of trade and commerce, is in the 
grip of an insurrection the like oi whic h has never heeii seen before. It 
ia only this morning that I heard that the Bengali ciiief clerk at Asansed, 
Mr. Haira, who was sevc*rely assaulted the other day by the otrikers, 
has suceuttibed to his injury. 

I, therefore, move thift an iii<|uirv he made how far revolutionary 
politics has entered in the indu.strial field and how we ('an eliminate it 
and aave the poor workers on whom deianids the very fabric of our 
eooiety, Iponi being further exploited for revolutionary purposes. 

MiMBIR in ahariiAair DEPARTMENT of OOMMEifkCE (tiw 
Mr. 4 . H. Ktrr): I am sure we must all sympathise with Mr. Chaudhuri 
in regard to the reasons which he has for bringing this reisdution before 
ike Council. Mr. Chaudhuri im well known for his sympathy with ^e 
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iAbouiioLg classofi ipd lor bis clear aud debuite views as to wbal cau.be 
and cwgbt to be done to forward tbeir ecouoiuic advuucemeut. Nutbing 
cat! be iii6|4 ^fgalling to u labour leader bolding theae views ibau to see 
tbtme unfortunate men led aatniy on political Ksaut*ti which they oanuot 
comprehend especially when tlie manner in which they are put tbrwanl can 
do no possible good. In this sympathy with Mr. Uhaudhuri’s objiwt, 1 
am sune, th^ not only* Government but all employers ol labour will join. 
liuU^ Oovap*mneut* aud employers of labour have only tixi much reason 
to know W'hat mischief has lHH*n done during recent months by the activi- 
ties of w^hi^h Mr. ('haudhuri complains. 

The onl\ difficulty I feef alxmt Mr. (ffiaudhun’s resolution is his pro- 
posal for an inquiry. It is not very clear to me in what way any wirt 
of forupil iiHiuiry would ludp ti» btdter matters at the present moment. 
Mr. Ubaudhuri w'ill, 1 tliink, agree that an o|H*n inquiry by a C4»mmit- 
teet>r some body of that kind would not Im* advisahle at the prt'sent time 
of jxditical and industrial unrest. If w’e dc» not have a regular otMUi 
iiiquir>' by a coriiinittec we are thrown ba<‘k on some I'oi in of official 
iiKjUiry. I do not sup{)o.se that Mr. ('haudhuri means an inquiry by the 
pidice although in some .‘.en‘'e that form «if inquiry is alwuy.s going on since 
it is the busines-s of the police to keep an eye on the revolutionary activi- 
ties of thiKo who seek to Irjol lahour astrav in th<' manner whitdi Mr. 

audhuri has des< iylMMl. 

Tlieii another [los.sibility is an inquiry h;^ the iialsiui Intelligence 
Officer and in a sense an inquirv of that kind is constantly in progress 
sinu* It IS the bii.siness of that oiiicer, us Mr. (diaudhun knows, to keep 
in touc h With tlHl^ causes ul laliour unrest whether th<‘V me (•c'onomic or 
whether they are |MditiJ:'al. But in regard to tht‘ jKilitical side of course 
the Lahour Intelligence Ottiix'^r (uiiiiot do M*r\ much lM*vond deploring 
the introduction of tlii'' extraiuHiiis element in the same manner that 
Mr. ('haudhuri does. Mr. ('haudhun has becui in close touch hilhc^rUi ‘ 
with the liulmur Intelligence Olheer and he will, I hcqs*, also be in dust) 
touch with Mr. (iilchiist who i.** shortly taking c»vc*i that jwist. 1 suggest 
to him that instead of pressing for nii\ particular form of inc|uiry at the 
present time it would lx* Mr. ('haudhun's best policy to kcx^p us informed 
of the new's that he gt‘ts of this sort of exploitation of laUiur and tliat 
is the poliVy he has pursued fc»r the last year. I c an promise* on my own 
behalf and on Ix^half of the liaUiur Iiiteliigenc*e Officer that we shall 
QO-o{>erate with him as far as we can in regard to this matter by taking 
such action as it ia |>osstbIe to take. We' will also continue to keep 
Mr. Cbaudhuri in touch Vith {^ample whether officials or mm-r>fficials who 
dan bdp him in his task. That s(«ems to my mind to he a more suitable 
line of action at the present moment than any form of regular inquiry. 
Perhaps in of what I hawa said Mr. Cbaudhuri will not press for 
this inquiry. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURIS In view what 
^the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr has said, I think any inquiry hy tbs InduiArial 
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Jutelligencw Officer would be more suitable than an^^qtiiry hy aooipa- 
miltee. J withdraw the resolution and accept the ^aay^Urali^'' that (|u»80 
who art* interested in lal)our should co-operate in, inveati^tiug this 
mutter. ^ 

The reiK)lutiou wan then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Radium ifistituU for troatmont of oanoor^ 

Mr, TARIT BHU8AN ROY: It is with some degree of diffidence that 
1 iiHO to move the folloning leHtilutlon : — 

“ I’hiH (!ouiieil rectunmeudH to the (iov(*i niiieiit that immediate steps 
be taken lor CNtubliHhing a radium institute in C'alcuttu for the traatmeut 
of cancer. 

i conresN that 1 am not a member of the medical profession. I do not 
theiidore pretend to bung any .s}H‘cial knowledge to hcHir uihmj the dis- 
cussion of this important subject, hut 1 certainl\ do know this, il|at 1 
have set'll the indescribahle and excruciating sufferings of i am ci jiatienls 
in (’alcutta, not of one, Imt of more thaji one, within the circle of my 
own relations. Kveiyone kno^s that cancer is a dreadful disease and that 
it is no reH|H»cter of jiersons; it claims its victims alike from the mansions 
of’the rkili and the Imvels of the j»oor. It is no doubt true (hat even doc-^ 
tors of eminence do not know how to give relief to the poor sufferers of 
this tf'i rihlc ilisease. (hilv verv recently there was a oum er case. I have 
]HMsonal kmiwledge of this case — and l)r. Kedar Nath Das who is known 
to he a siMyialist in this mutter, w'as at ome sent fer. ^Tlic lady was in 
terrible suffering; slie had been brought all the wi^’ to Calcutta for exam- 
ination by Dr. Das and he declareil the case to be hopeless. Hut Dr. 
Dus ailvised that the iad\ should 1 h* iinmediatidy sent to Uancln for 
radium treatment; step.s were forthwith taken, according to his advice, 
to setid the lady to Haiichi. She was in an extremely weak eondition and 
in greal suffering. After two months she <ame luo k from Kaiichi. The 
doctor in atteiulance declared that the .sore had healed uj) and that she 
W'us then (piite weTl. She has gone home and is keeping well. This is 
an instance which I know and alsiut the time this lady wn a Ranchi, 
then* were two other^ntieuts who had l>een similarly treated, and I am 
glad to tell this ll(»uHe that thi>se two other patients were also cureil and 
discharged. ’These are the thrtM‘ cnse.s w ithin recent times which T kno# 
of. After that I had an interview with Dr. I)^ and he said that it was 
a standing reproach to Calcutta that cancer patients had to be aenf frov| 
Bfil^gal to Bihar, and that there were no arrangements for treatment of 
oaneer in Caientto The question tb^t I, icamediatelv put to Dr. Das — 
not knowing anything about radium or ttItYnvits I naturallf’a^i^ed him — 
was about the co.st of the intnxluction of this system in Calcutta and 
Dr. Daa told no' Give me Rs. 50.000 and I will makt arrangements for 
giving rt^lief to these pcwir sufferers.** That all tkitl know about it. 
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It is not»tny own^^inion, 1 do not claim any si^cial knowledge of this 
hdlihis ia, the opinion of Dr. Das himself. 

^ Having^^gard ti» the fart fhat cancer is so fearful and frightful a 
diaiase, that it does not r(^j)ect either rich or pixir, ainl having n ganl alsti 
to the fact that it is j>os.sil>le with an exjieiiditure of a sum of Us. 
to give nslief to^Hereis from tins tmiihlc disease, I have thought it my 
duty tb eonM Before this House w ith my resolution for the estahlishment 
of this instittitw. 1 do not think it is ncM'essary for me to sa> an\ thing 
more her®, and I hope the House w ill give the matter its ver> iK'st con- 
sideration. 

Dr. J/tTINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 beg to support the resolution of 
my est^emeil colleague Mr. Tarit llhusan Koy. liadnim has num* into 
tliempcutic prominenct'. iluring the last decinle and some of the dfseafe^ 
such as malignant tiimoui^, winch were hitherto reganietl as inruruhle, 
are now showing reasonable bo[>es of cure, 

huioju* ami America, thero is hunlly any imjHutant place where 
UadiUin Institutes Im\e not yet been founded, and it is liigli time that 
Itengal should pro\ nlc one. We have got om* sui'h in Unto !n. but that 
is not adeijuate miough to meet the needs of suffering humaiiit> ami, 
further, wh\ sliouhi not liengal be self-contained in this lesis’ct^ A 
(cw yc.n>» ago, w iiei* the Minto Klectrical Aiinexe was established m the 
Minlical (’ollege, iiim h ho|K' was entertained that imlnim would also find 
jilai e there, but, 1 4iupjM)S4*, the resources weie fouml to be insufficient, 
ami the enlightened and educated province of liengal is still without one 
of the latest imp®bve||ient in scieiitifn- cuie It In not possible for me 
to give you any idea 0(f the a< tual iiuiiiIm*! of deaths from cancer and 
sarcoma in this country, us several people die <jf these diseiiHes, un-' 
diugno.H<*d ami untreated. Init I can sa> this much, that we see a fairly 
large numlH^r of sjo h ♦asos in joir piofessionai pia( ti<'e, and us these 
diseases are hanlh amenable to cure, evf'ept wluoi tlie\ mi* treated fr<im 
the very beginning, when, however any aci nrate diagnosis is I'xceed- 
ingly difficult if not impossible, you will, 1 hope, agree with me in the 
wisdom of affording facilities of any treatment which throw's out some 
chance ot.^^Ujre even at a later stage. I do not, h4tw'ever, deny that the 
treatment of cancer is still in its infanev, and it will l>e a long time be- 
fore ftie medical profession will be able to say the laaf word on thewnb- 
j®^t. But radium treatment of cancer is certninlv not leii® than a straw 
before a drowning ntf n, and as such, must hUve the support of the Gov- 
e^proer^ as well as flie pnblic, without the least |>oasibIe delay. 

Mu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKs I certainly sirpi>grt 
of having an^stitute likd thft ^y hfeh is sure to do suni an CaiBttni of 
good to «o a number otpeW iitiferers. Apart from that. However, 
the principaf difficulty is the question of money. Before we prpceed 
any further I thir^'^y friand -will do well tc^consiilt the Hon 'ble l^i fl- 
itters and see whaf can be done in thja matter. Th^e is another aspect 
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of the (jUQHiion that ou^ht to be looked to, and that ie whethei^we could 
not roliaborale with the Ranchi Institute and Aee^ii we cannot arrange 
to M^rid uj> i)atierit8 from Calcutta; we have alau to hnd ^oii whether 
climatic c^mdiiionM of (Wcutta are equal to that ol‘ Ranchi for the treat- 
ment of thene i)alient«. All theHe matters, all these questiona o»f ways 
and meaas ought to Im* considered by the Standing M^ical Committee 
with the Hon’ble Minister in charge. After that 1 thinUitthis matter 
might he brought In'foru.us so that we may know how we stand and #hat 
cun 1)0 done, (ttheruise il would Ik* usele.ss for us to pass a resnliition 
providing for Rs. TiO.tKtO for a <'ancer institute; we do not kno^ what 
sum would be re(|uire<l. I dr> not for one moment object to this resolu- 
tion, but 1 merelv •suggest that, in the first, instance, we should obtain 
all the facts and then wc can decide whether we should have our own 
institute or not. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: T am very glad 
that this matter has been brought before this ITousp for di.sinission. I 
may say at once that according to expiTt advice which T have received, 
there is still some uncertainty, a considerable* amount of doubt, us to 
the efficacy of radium treatment in cases of cancer. My friend, the 
mover of this resolution, has mentione<l three cases, and 1 think he has 
suggested that in all these cases nuliiim treatment has ]>een successful. 
Tlow’over, T should like to have autfientic information from the RancKi 
Institute with regard in them, and al.so any other cases which 
might have f'ome under the treatment nf the doctors engaged in that 
Institute. Several years ago, T knew a rase of cancer in which radium 
treatment was resorted to and it was an unsiioce^sful case altogether. 
If 1 were to mention the name o^ the gentleman Concerned, the mover 
Would fierliaps f)e aide to identifv thi* case; it was Mr. T. (\ Dutt, the 
w'ell-kuown fjurrister; he sufTerel from eaneer, he a\ailed himself of the 
radium treatment ; it helpc^d tii prolong his life but did not save it. 
That is a case within my own knowledge; but since then the treatment 
may have made greater progre.ss and the chances of success might be 
more pn>mising; at any rate the matter is worth* while inquiring into. 
Rut first let us inquire from the Ranchi Institute a.s to the cases of radium 
treatment that have come under investigation in that InstituteY^et us pro- 
omimI upon the assured basis of facts, corroborated and confirmed; fhat is 
the first point I desire to submit for the consideration of this House. Then 
there is the question of exptmse; under the X-Ray treatment it would cost 
about Rs. 17,000. Raditun treatment would coat ill about Rs. 50,000 a 
year; therefore, we should hardly be justified in embarking ufkm this 
wtperimefit involvit^this large expenditure unless we were more (nire of 
the groiuid. V nderthe circumstances, t^e advice which I would give the 
mover would be that he should wilk^draw this motion, T, uh^rtaking to 
place this matter before the Public Health Committee, and I would aak my 
friendTto attend that comi^ttee and discus.s the rnaUm*, and then we can 
go into the whole <|uestion of the siiccesa or a|Rerwfse of the treatment of 
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cancer by radium and the question of expense. Dr. Jutindra Nat|i Moitni 
is a member of that committee, Dr. Hansan Suhmwurdy is also a member, 
and I undertake to invite Mr. lien to a meetinjf of the rc»inmiUee when 
this matter will be discussed. Let us disi'uss the nuitt«‘r, and if we fimt 
the expenditure within our means, if we are in a position to help forward 
the eslablisliment a nidium institution in (’ah ulta, which would he 
beneticial in cases of cancer, ymi may depend upon it that the (iovern- 
inentof Bengal will do its best to estahlish such an Institute. I windo 
therefore ask (he hon’ble member to withdraw his motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Would it he p..ssi)>Ie for the 
Hon’ble Minister to invite to the meeting eminent dmdors like Dr. Kedar 
Nath Das? 

Tha Hofi'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Yes, I will 
invite floctiirs. 

Mr. TARIT tHUSAN ROY; After the n.Msuranoe given by the 
Ilon’hle Minister, I beg leave to withdraw’ my motion. 

7'he motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Amandmant of tha Bangal Local 8alf-Ccvammant Act, 1888. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUICHARdI: The resolution which 
stands in my name runs u.s hdlow’s: — 

“ This (\>uncil recommends to the (nivernment that immediate stcfis 
lx* taken to amend the Bengal lx>cal Relf-riovernment Act of 1H85 
before the general amendment of the same is taken in hand by insert in« 
suitable seidion.s tloTcin to einfxiwrer district Iniards to levy fees for the 
registration of carts, and to impiise taxes on carriages, horses, motor' 
cars and lorries within their jur.sdicdion.^* 

I have had the advantage of having disouased this matter with the 
Hon'ble Minister. Phe Ifon’ble Minister is holding a Conference on the 
6th of Marfh at which flelegate^ of the district Imarrls will attend and 
he has yisured me that he will place thi« matter before that Conference, 
In (his connection I desire to bring to his notice thia particular point. 
When His Excellency held this Conference first ulmut 2 years ago, T had 
the honour of bringing this matter before that Conference, and it was 
accepted sby all the delegates assembled (here, and it was notfil for 
future amendment. Now' the object with which 1 have again brought 
this matter before this House, is that the general amMidment Af the Act 
wiB take a long time and in the m^ntime the district boards are in 
urgent need of more money, and theiYfore I wanted that a short Dili 
should be introduced bv the Ilo;»’ble Minister to give effe<*t to ibis 
r^j^Iution. ^ 
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Having regard to the assurance given by the Hon’ble Ministar, I beg 
leave to withdraw this motion. * 

The motion was then, by of the Council, withdrawn. 


Withdrawal of roiolutioni. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA 0A8 CUPTA Bahadur being absent, 
the following resolution standing in his iiaine, was deemed to be with-* 
drawn : — ^ \ • 

“ This Council recommends to the (iovc‘rnment that a committee of 
rjetrenchment or econoim, com|«»se<l of a few otticial ano iion-ofiioial 
tnemhers of I liis Council, he forthwith c'onstituted loe.xamine the financial 
side of every dejiurtment of the* adimnisfiation, and to advise the* (iov- 
(‘ininent as lo how’ and wh<*n* economics and retrenchments can be 
effected without marling the efficienev of the administrative work.” 

The fcdlowing resolution standing in tlie name of Kumar Shih 
Shekharesw'ar Hay whs, by leave of the Council, wTiliSrawn: — 

” 'J’his Council recommends to the (iovernment that all the* iwiwers 
of a jwdice officer conferrcMl i»n thet nn'inhcrs of the body know’ii as the 
(’nlcutta Civil (luard. he inimediat<‘l\ witlidrawn. 

The following- rc*Nolution standing in the naim* of JJahu Surendra 
Nath Mall ik was, h\ huive of the Council, withdrawn: 

” This Council rec-ommends to the* (iovernment that tiie Calcutta 
Civil (iuards he dis< hargc*d and dishajided 

The (’ouncil liere adjournc'd for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


Adjournment. 

Maulei ABDUR RAUF r<»se to address the (’ouncil, but there l)e'ing 
no (}Uorum, the Council adjourned till d i*.m. un the 22nd February, 
1922, at the Town Hall, (’aleuttu. 



1022 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


117 


Pmettflngi of the Btngil Lagitlallvt Council ommbled undtr tho 
provisions of the Covarnni^t of India Aol. 

Thk Counril met in the Uounril ChamlM*! in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 22nd Fehiuan, nJ22, at 3 i* m. 

Prssont: 

The Deputy-President in the ('hair, three Hon’hls Jdsinl>ers of the 
Kxe<utive Uouncil (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahndttr of llurd- 
aun l>eing »l>sent). the Hon’hle the three Mini*<ters and S4 noinimited 
and elected ineinhers. 


SUrrod Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Cellular conAnement of two political prisoners. 

*XX. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (ri> Wilt (he fiMirhIe the 
Meuil>er in charge of ^le De|)artinent of Hevenue (.IuiIh) Im* pleaned to 
state whethei it is a faet (hat (me Naresh ('handia liahiri, a poliliial 
pn.srmer convicted under section IT (/)of (he (’riininal Law i A nicndnient ) 
Act of 1908 and sentenced tr» 'I months’ ri^onoim iniprisoninent , and his 
brother Pnddias ('haiidra Luhiri, an undeitrial jHditical prismiet chaiffed 
under the same section of the same Act, have been confined in solilaix 
cells in the Pabna district jailP 

{h) If the answer to (o) in in tlie nliiriiiative, will the Hon’ble (he 
MemWr In* pleased to state the reasons for, and (he authority under 
which, they have l>een so confined, the first aftei, and the last before, his 
conviction? 

{r) Are (he non-oflicial visitors of the jails entitled to know the 
reasons for confinement in solitary cells? 

(fi) If the answ er to (r) is in the nej^ative, w ill the Hon 'hie the 
Member lie pleased to state (he reasons, if any, or the rules or oiders 
of the Government for or under which fhev are so debarred? 

(e) I.s (here no rule or practice r»r order of the Government which 
requires mention of such confinement in solitary cells in the convicted 
or iindertiial prisoners to he recorded on the jail records or tickets? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether the 
•lailors or Superintendents of the jails or the Distrir t Magistrates can, 
of their own accord, order such ronfineiiiont in solitary cells liefore or 
after conviction? 

iff) If so, is not an order or note in writing fo that effwd re<tuii%i! by 
lai%or rule for such punishment? 
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(h) Did th#* non-official vinitorh of the Pabna jail inquire into the 
reason# for confinement of the piisouers mentioned in (a) above in the 
solitary (^ellw? 

(i) If the annwer iw in the affirmative, were they supplied with all 
the informations the Jailor rejfuidinjf such confinement on the days 
they risited the jail? 

(]} Is it a fu< t that the recent tio\ernment r(nn^muni<pie about the 
treatment of the political prisoners in jails now, was not sent to the jail 
authorities of Pabbaliefore the 4th January, 

(k) Are the Oovernment considerin^r the desirability of issuings 
immediate hrders to the authorities of all the iaos in the Presidency not 
to confine the p(ditical prisoners (both uiidertrial and convirtedi in the 
solitary cells, hut to ^ive them every facilit\ for reading, writiup, 
exercise, supidv of food ami b«*ddinp from outside and allowing visitors 
to see them, if iiecessarv? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE | JAILS] 
(the Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin)? (m lo (/ 1 The mc1nl>er is letmcd to 

the reply given trr a stalled questimi on tlie t asked 1)\ 

liiibn Kishori Mohan C’hamlhuri at the meeting of the 21st instant 


Unatarrad Quoftions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Indigenous Drugs Committee. 

172. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (^i Will the 
Iloirhle the Minister m charge of the Departimoit ot Loc al Self-(t<*v»*rn- 
ment he pleased to state wliether the Indigenous Drugs (’onimittee is 
still in existence in Hengaly 

{h) If so. will the* HoiThle the* Minister be pleased to state the Icna- 
tion, personnel and records of achievement of such (‘omniittee? 

{(') If the Committee is not in existence, why was it afiolished? 

{fl) Are the Government c'onsidering the desinihilit y — 

(G of having t>repurcd. under the' instruc tions of the Surgeon- 
General, a detailed uiinuai list of indigenous drugs a^id im>des 
of treatment in vogue in various jiarts of the prervim e; 

{ii) of mentioning in the Annual Medical Administration Report, 
the names cd all .such infHlical officers as would i^ubniit the 
Ix'st collection; and 

(fiiy of publishing for sale all such lists? 

(c) When was the Indian Pharmacoiweia compiled b> Government 
published? ^ 

(/) Are the Goverimient considering the desirability of publishing 
IX'riodicttlly Indian PharmacopoMa like the British Pharraacopceia ? 
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MINISTER in chargt of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (tho Hon*blo Sir Surimdra Nath Banorjoa): i.n. hihJ 
(r) No IiuliK^nous l)rus:s ('<miinitte€ was ap|>t»iut«Hl for Hoiifcnl. In 
1901 the Ooverninont of India appointed an Indi^renous Dru^fs ('oinunt- 
tee for the eiten.sion of the nse of dnijifs indijil’enous to Induk* JL sepa- 
rate ('(nnrnittee (Milled the Indij^enous Druj^s Munufarture ('ommittee 
wa*» appointed hy that (foverninent in 1919, and the Indigenous Dru^a 
Coininittee was dissolved h\ the (hiverninent of Iiulia in I9L’0. 

if) A “ Pharina<()|xi'ia of India ” was issued h\ the India OHire in 
IHfiS, havinjr been prepared In Dr. Edward Waring, assisted hv a Uotn- 
nnttee appi^inted for the purjaise. 

<//) and (/) These are matters for the nnient of linlia and the 

Manufaeture ( ’oiniiiittee would he the proper authoiity to deal 
with them. 


Managing oommittooa for MidcNe Engliah anil Middia Vernacular 
Schools. 

173. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : Will the 

Ilon’hle the .Minisloi in ( hai^o* of tlie Department of Edm aln»n In* pleased 
to state w hether it i^,, f;,( t tliat rardi llif.rh Knjfli^h Scliool oi ( 'ollegc afTlli- 
att^ to the (’ah uttu I nivefsit\ has (f«)t to Im* mana|;ed by a hoTui firlr 
Manufrin^ ( 'ommittee 'f 

{ i>) IhM'N the same jinm iple obtain as lojunnrls tin* Middle Kn^lisli 
and Middle Veinatnl.ii Sehools n*e«*!Vinj.^ aid fiom publn bo<lies'' 

<r) If the answer to (/;) is in the afhrmati v«‘, will the llon'Iih* the 
Minister lit* jileased to la> on the table a stiitenn*nl sbowinK ' 

(i) the relationship of euoh memlier of such a (KJiiimittee to tin* 
proprietor of the institution; 

< If) the total nurniM'r of iiHsetinKH held during the past three years; 
and 

(/in the pro}M)rtn»n that the sula)\ or honorarium of the se<'refnry- 
proprietor Isnirs to the numthly ineonie of a sehools 
(//) If the un.swer to (/i) is in the nejfative an* tin* (#overnnn*iit 
eonsiderin^ the desirahilitv of — 

(i) Insisting on ever> Middle English or Mwlflh* V(»rnaeiilar 
Selnxil having a bond /fr/e MaiiHfririff eommittee; and 
(i») issuing instnirtlon to the effect that the majority of tin* riieni- 
^ I>ers of such a eommittee shall he persfins other than thos* 
related to or eoTinected with the proprietor? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MKtor): (oi Each affiliated f’ollejfe must have n 
(forerriin^r Braly, and each recognised High Sch^sd a Managing 
commiiioe. 

Jb) Tea. 
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(r) The hcHooIh which form the Hubject of the question number 
The value of the re«ultH of the inquirv' proposed would not 
ap|H*ar to juntify the labour and exjwoine involved, 

(d) The (jueBtion does not arise, since the answer to (b) is in the 
affirmative. 


Travdiiing allowanoes to highar polioe ollfoors. 

1T4. Babu KIBHORi MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Ifon’ble the 
Member in ohar^je of the AtqHuntnient Deiiartrner.^ f>e pleased to lay on the ' 
table a statenient showini;^ the amount'^ drawn ih travellinpj^ allowancea 
b>-the iJeripatetic offieers of the Police not l)e’ow the rank of deputy 
superintendent for the iKuiiwl from iniH-ltt to l'ril.22 (up to I)eceml>ei , 
1921 ), noting the annual salaiy of each such officer!' 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bla Sir Henry Wheeler): The information is not available and 
cannot be (ditained witlmut labour entirely imommensurate \\\iU iN 
value. 


InoonvanienM of interiMdiata clan pasaengers on inland steamers. 

175. Babu BHIBHMADEV DAS; (n\ !« tti.- Ilon’lilp tho M.-mWi 
in cliHrKf of fill' Marine neinirtinent aware of the inronvenienee 
eaiiaed In interniedinle elaa.s i(it>-senirei s when li.i'ellinjr iiy the aleameis 
id tin* It i vers Steam Navigation ('onijv.iny ? 

(fi) 1 b it a fuel that doiilde third elass fare i*- realised from lhi>ni? 

(rl Is the TTnn’hle the Memlmr aware Hint the aeeomim.dntmn 
provided IS the same as thiil provided for the thiid rinss passentferg, 
there lieintf no iH'tiehes. no latiine, no li(rht and no sufficient protection 
from rain and storm ? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Kerr): («) No, 

(h) Inter-class fares are in iiintiv casr's ats.ut double third-rlass. 

^ (<1 An iiKpiirv has Is'en made of the com|>anv on the subject. 

I hey rejstrt that separate scieened aeeommodati.in is provided for inter- 
class iMissenpers and that on some „< the lar^ei steamers tiem hes have 
Is'eii filled. They do not ^insider it desirnhle to pio\ ide latrine aceonimo- 
dalion on that isirt of the upiaw deck which is «el aside for inter-class 
passengers. The arran^.meiils fi>r li>!hlin;r and protection •from rain 
and stonn are said to lie adecpiate. 

Facilitiaa U Muhammailant to aay thoir •• Juma » prayora. 

17*. Maul»i FAZLAL KARIM: (n) Will the HonTde the Member 
in charge at the Judicial Department be pleased to state what facUiti'es, 
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if any, have been driven to the litigants, witnesses and lawyers to say 
their Juina prayer in acrordanoe with the resolution pussetl some time 
bark to su.sp«*nd the work t»f courts and ottues on Fridays from to 

2 

{h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the IFuride the High 
(\)urt has granted the subttrdinate J\uli<ial <»ftit‘ers a half-holiday on 
Saturdays ? 

(r) If the answer to (lA is in the allirmat ive will the IFin’hle the 
Member be pleased to state whether the said ('om ession was asked forP 
If so, wheii the same was asked forP 

{d) WiTl the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasioiH 
for not giving full effect to the resolution regarding Juinti prayei Y 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 

Sir Abd-Ur-Rahim); lol 'I’he member is refer ted to tire answer given to 
his (juesliou No. 4d 0 l asked in .Iul\ last, d'he II igh ('oui t . ( ’ah iitta. has 
been addressctl on the subject ami the learned thidgcs do not ( onsidei any 
furl her a( tion to be ne< essary. 

(//) Yes. 

(cl Yes; in 1-Vbniarv, 1912. 

• • 

(J) The iiovernment orders afford atlequaie facilities to Muhamma- 
dans attending courts and offices to say their Junui prayers. 


Proposed Light Railway between Khulne and Barisal. 

177. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (o) Will the Hon'ble the Minist4M' 
in charge of the Dejmrtrnent of Fubln Works Im* pleased to state whether 
there was an\ projiosal for a Light Kurlway from Khulna to Harinal P 

{h) If so, what has be«(une of that pro|K>sal P 

MINISTER in oharge q 1 DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon*ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali ChaudhuH, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) and (h) ’I'he inemWr is reterre<l to a speech by the ilon’ble Mr. 
(now Sir John) (‘ummirig on a resolution moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Ha<| at a meeting of the ],egrslutive Council on (he 12th 
August, 1919, on the subject of the ctmnei tron of Barisal with Calcutta 
by rail. 

In that speech will 1 m* found n history of the various pro[K)HaU and 
the reaaoiis fur almndoning the s< heme of railway coingriitiicaiion 
beiween Khulna and Barisal An approx iijiute estimate w’us frame<) in 
1912 for a light railway from a |Niint opiMisite Khulna to Bariaal, but 
this propoaal was abandoned in favour of the broad gauge project which, 
for the reasons atateil, has alfH> been abandoned. 
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t7S. Maufvi FAZLAL KARIM: (<i) Will the Hon^hle the Minis- 
ter ill (}iur^i‘ ai (he Dejmrtwf^nt of Loeiil SelMlovernnieiit l)e }>leuse<} 
(o >»(4i(e whelhef I lit* t^xjH^riinentnl tube well for the projxwed Patua- 
Jkhali u'tileiw’orkjH is (<> be eon-^tnieteil the current hnuiiciai 

year ? 

(/v) If not, are the (ioverniiient coiiMiderin^ the deHirahility of 
providing in tlie coming Hudget foi the neceHnarv funds for 

constructing the welTr' 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (of and (M A 

grunt of Us 10,01)0 foi sinking the tube well lias lieen |>aid by (ioveiu- 
ment to the M unici|»alit\ and it h intended t<» take uj» the work very 
shortly, ddie work i.s not exiMwted to l>e conijdeted pntil about t^e 
emi of May. 


Apprentices in Kanohrapara railway workshops. 

170. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (oi Wdl the Hon ble 

the Mini.ster in charge <d the l)ej»aitment of Agi Hultuie and Iiolustries 
be pleased to state whetlier it i.s a fart that some Anglo-Indian can- 
didat(‘s for ajiprent ir«‘ship in the Kanchra|)ara Railway woikshops were 
tak»*ii ill (he < lose of hist \eai, through nomination and not by com- 
|M'titi\e evaminut ion If st». why!" 

(h) Will the llon’ble (he Minister be pleased to state why {wiy for 
local h<du!a\s is not allowed to tlie Indian apprentices while the same 
IS enjoyed l>\ the Anglo-liithan a]>prentices ^ 

(c) What sle|>s, it an\, do the (io\einment projKise to take to remove 
thi.s inetjuality in (he <-ondition.s of aj>j)renticeshij>r' 

(d) U’lll the 11 corbie (he Mitiuti|r W plea.sed to lay on the table 
a. atatement showing the acudemic aud other cpiulificutionM of the 
present Anglo-Indian and Inclmii apprentices at Kuuchrajxiru 

(c) Will tin* Ilon’Ide the Mini.ster In* pleased to state wdiether the 
apprtMitiees noW’ working at Kuiichra|wra are entitled to avaP them- 
aelves of the new scheme of apprentice-training, winch is to be com- 
pleted by a two-years’ coiir.st* at Sibpury 

(/) If the answer to is in the affirmative, are the Government 
pioposing tc> grunt stdiolurships to des<*rving Eanchrajxira appreutic'es 
pa'oceeding to SibpurK 

(g) Will the Hon’ble (he Minister Ik* pleuaed to lay on the table a 
atatement showing in detail, item by item, the total amount of money 
eunctioued and sfieui for the new Hostel for the Indian apprenticea 
at Kanchraimra? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE Ind 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’bio the Nanrab Saiyid Nawib Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): («l to i^h rhi‘ upjuentioe.s In tlu* Kuik luapam \vt»ik- 
shojw are .serving under the (fo\einnienl of India and this (loveinment 
have no information heyoml that given in iepl> to iiuegtion No. 48, 
anked by the mei 4 l)tM' at the meeting of the Coiineil lield in Novemlasr 
iiiflt. 

. {e) \e.s, jirovided the\ j»a.s> the (’om|»<*tiiive selei'tion examination foi 

admission to the Hengal Kngineenng (’ollege. 

(/) No. 

(y) Ks.*(J 8 , 0 S.‘t, N(» details are available. 


Certifloation of parohao ** sold from 
Jessoro Sattlomefil offloes. 

180. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: to) W ill tlie ilon ble the Moiuber 
in (haige «»f tht‘ Dejiaitnieiit of Ke\enue ( Laml Hevemie) be jdeased 1<» 
stale whether il is a taet that the fnirclms s«»ld tiom the dessine seltb*- 
ment otln es are not eertified? 

Will the HoiTble tin* MemlH'i in* pleawd to atate \\hetliei this 
is a new jirai’tiee!" 

<e) Is the llon’iile the .\fenilH*i aware that the (’ourts do not aeiejit 
uio ertified eopie.s ? 

{<1) Is the Hon’ble the MemlH*r also aware that when a lei titled 
cojiy i.s reijuired it has to in* soi ureil fiom the distriet head<|uar ters b} 
paying a fee of eight annas ^ 

|e) Is the Uon’lde the MemlHO aware that in the distin t ot ,l4*Hsoie, 
connniinieation with the distrii t head(|tiai U*rs from most ol the other 
plates of the (list ru t is \eiy ditfi(*tilt ^ 

(/) Ale the (io\einment eonsrdering the desirability of authoiiuing 
the issue of certified parrhnx froin.ihe Jessore settlement offices ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE | LAND 
REVEI|UE] (tho Hon’bio the MaharajMlhfraJa Bahadur of Burdwan); 

{a} The copie.s suiipln‘d free at recovery (amps fioth to landlords amf 
tenants are alwajs certified, f npies sold are certified, if application is 
made and the certification fee of eight ariiias [mid. 

(b) llie same prcK-ediire has always la-en followed in all w^ttlements. 

(r) Yes; (\>urts cannot accept uncertified copies as eviden^. 

(d) ('ertified copies c un lie stuit by [lost from headciiiarlers or supplied 
at luufassal camps if applicMAtion is made. 

(e) x\o. 

^(/) The member is referred to the answer to (a). 
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Nir«il Vietaria Collega. 

181. Babu NALINI HATH ROY: («) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter it. 1 liaise <.f the l)ei«.i lim-l.t of K.lu. utioii Ite itleiiHed to lay on the 
table a atatetiieiil Nliowiiij; the ainoiiiit of aid ({iveu by (lovernnrent, 
Hei«rately, to eaeh eolle(fe, dislii.t by district, in the Presidency 
Divinioii, (’iilcutta? 

(h) Ih it not u fart, that thrie Is onr collrgr in the district of 
JcHMorc V 

(r) Ih the Jlon’lile th«* Minister aware that there is no Hcience sec-* 
tioii attac hed to that (‘olle^e? ^ ^ 

(d) Are the (joviournent now in a position to help the collegfi with 
funds V 

(f) If the aiiHuer to (d) in in the uHirinutive. will the Hon’ble the 
Minister he pleased to state the terms under whi<‘h Government may 
la* willing to provide sueh funds'' 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (o) A statement showing the 
a?nount of annual grants given to eaeh of the private colleges in the 
I'reHidencv Division is placed on the table, 

(/>) It is a fact. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) The Victoria t'ollege. Narad, and its attaihed school are in 
icceijit (d a giant tif Its lot) a month I'unds are not available for 
iiesh or Uflditional grantv to collegi'.s 

{(’) If. and when, lumU aie aTailable, tlie college will be eligible 
for grants in accoidanc<* with the gi ants-in-aid rules, a copy of w'hich 
is plucetl <»n tlie Library table. 

Sldtftnetit refrrrel in tn the rrply to clame (a) of unnlarred quentwn 
Xn. /.v;, shoiriny the tn'itntenance granh to rollegee in tfte Prendency 
Division rfteftt Cntrutta. 

Ih.trk* N of ColUTpsi. Amount of 

ooaool f rMM. 

Kb. 

KhuIiiB ... DHiiltttpur iiiniiu AcB<it*iiiy ... 7,100 

JvBSore ... ViotoriB Coil«K«. NArail (nitd l,0o0 

Sclioi'l). 

Hooligviiim imw tM Junotion of Ghitpur Rood ond Muhtaram 
BatNlttroot. 

182. Baku BURENDRA NARAYAN BINHA: (n) I. the Hon’hle 
the Member in charire i»f the Police Dctmrtmeut aware of the fad that 
a number of yoiindiis and laid charaetera aaaemble almost every eveniop 
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on tbe road-9idt» of the (’hitpur ll4>ud, near its junrtion with Mukturam 
liabu Street, under the preteme of selliiij; lutuleH at uiietiou, aud 
that they rob, iheat and molest the passers-b\ and intendinj; purohaseis? 

(h) If so, are the Government <*onsiderinjj the desirability of takinjf 
steps to put a stop to this? 

MEMBER in climrge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blo Sir 
Honry WhOO|M’): (ol and {In Near the junrtion ot Ghitpui Houii and 
• Mukturam Habii Street, iheie is an open plot of land where temporary 
^stalls for the sale of jjoods have been ereited and amt ions n^ed to be 
held. Four prose<ut ions inider se«‘tion of the (’ab utta Police Act 
were iiisfitifeted, but as tli< * ownei of tlie laml now ret eivi‘s noit fioni the 
stall-keepers, further prosecutions aie not contemplated. Amtions 
ha\e, however, been stopped. No offeme of the kind desi iiliod has bt*en 
icported to the ptdice. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the jlisou&sion of matters of general public intaraat). 
Protective Works in Pabna. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: ^ This ( oum il I'tM-om tnemU to 

ill? ( io\ ernment that ^>ro1<Mtive works const i m t«>d b\ the Go\»’iiiment 
to save the town of Pabna fnuu the eiosioii of the nv<*r Padma ( Fowei 
(i.inj'i*'.) bi* mmh* moie etTe« tive b\ I'xtiuidin^’^ tluoii to the pieseiit 
•oince of the stieamlet Filiarnati (that flows by the town of I’abna) on 
one siile and the present steamer station of Jhibna on tlie other, and 
lepauiii^^ the damaged jMntioiis and eaily steps In- taken to take up 
tlie Works of repairs and piojMisei! extensions so that the\ inav Is* i oin- 
j)b‘ted fwfore thi* ( omniem ement of the rain\ season " 

'I’ln* erosion of tin* river Ihtilimt commenced on the Pabna sidi* in 
PHb. The peojih* of Pabna j'-ot alarriieii and nio\ed the author it les 
to take tim«*i\ mtion for tie safety of the tow’ii Put tin* n\er was 
yet far awav from the town ami the authontie*^ jiaiil no heed to tlndr 
apprehetiMioii, During the niin.s in IlHH, the river made further 
encroachments. The matter was brought to ihi notice of His Kxcel- 
leac'V t^e Governor during his visit to Pabna ami the jxuipb* of Pabna 
were* assunui that the (iovernment woubi take sucfi measures as may 
be found fHissible should the netessity aiiw*. Aftei If is Kxcidleiicy 
left Pabna, the river made further uinjads and went fur Iwvond its old b«*d, 
washing %wuv in its course the (’ircuit houi4»* and a |M»rtion of the 
wunif i|>al area. In January, the |ieople ot Pabna sent a memorial 

to His Excellency and prayiol for pioteclioii. No reply w'uif given to 
this memorial, nor were any ste|>s taken. Another itiemoriu] was su li- 
mited to His Excellency on the 25th August, IWPf, hut no rejdy 
Was sent to this memorial also. There lieing no signs of any proteo 
tive measures being undertaken, the people of Pabna pressed Kumar 
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Sliil) SlM'khurcNwar Hay to hrinj? forward a resolution before the House 
recomiiMMHlin^? to the (foveniinent to undertal e immediate protective 
works to save the town Pabna from further erosion by the river 
Padma. He moved this resolution on the drd Febniarj% 1920. The 
Ifovei rjiiuMit was plea-^eal to accept this resolution, Ba]>u Kishori 
Mohan Chaiidhuri also aske<l a few fjuestioiis on this subject in the 
same sitting of the (’(uincil ami the late Mr. (’owle>, the (’hief Kngin- 
eei in the Irrigation Dejairtment , in answer to these que.slions stated — . 

The (ioviTiinu-nt huv«* chs’uh'd t<» coustruf t a short length of proU'ctrvf* revetment ^ 
at a point on the nvor hank, a litth* distaiu-** above the town, whi<’h, it ifi hoped, 
may have the effect ot divertiiiK the mam current c)| the river outwards on the 
acnithc'rn tcunk and thereby rauM* wour on that side and avert the erosive tendency 
of the nver opjiosile the town The profmsed work ik efitimated to cost Rs 2. CO. (KM) 
and It iH iutendcul to complete the revetment hefoie ttie eonimK AcmkI sc-aHon 

In putstninci* ot the* ulsoc‘ decision, lands wctc acquii*(*d and works 
commciicc'd horn Maich. I92(; At th<‘ end of that month, the jteople of 
Palma, tlic' ('liarniaii of the M tinicijwilif s , and the Secietarv of the Pabna 
Distrii'l Association submitted isditions to Ills F\<elh‘iicy the (lovernor 
foi e\ jM-dit inj.'’ the* woik and cairyinj' llie rexelmcMit work to the pre- 
scMil steamer station of Piihtiu on one end and the present source of the 
streamlet Ici haniati on the* otheu as lias Isam projHised in the present ic*so- 
lution, All t}iesc‘ inemoiinls ui^red that sin h •Mcfisjfms were nm esspry 
to make the reset ment more effective lor tlie sufc*t \ c»i the town and firiallv 
u\c*il the damage* 'I he meinc.i laiists also re{>iesentt‘(l that the sancliomul 
amount was rmt sufficn*nl to n'c*et tiu* • ost of this projKiscul extcui'^ioii and 
pi lived for the sanction of sin h furthei amounts as were decnic'd nme-ssarv 
loi the impose. 'Fhis time the |M»titions wer* acknowlcMlpul. hut the 
(loveinmciit iepl\ (|ri\eii by Mr. WaUh, in his letter No 2 T.M.P.K., 
chited Dm leelm^'. tiie 2did Aj»ril, ]92tD. aik. fai from satisfactory 
re^ar’dit tins ijiiestion of furthei extension. The memorialists were 
infoi tiled that it was a “ matter for their e\|>t*rt officers and in view of the 
present conditions irf the rive* the j>rotectum should he limited to a len^^th 
of IG^ I'hains." 

But the river did not wait for the ex|MMts of the Public Works 
Department. Hi^ cracks lecuiiie visible daily Ixdow am) beyond the 
revetment under construct ic»n and the erosion Is'^an to make rapid 
proifri'ss. Dn 2nd Seplemln'r. 192th the late Mr. ('owley and 
Mr. Walsh nisi>ec(ed Ihihna Protective works, A deputation headed 
by the Uev. Mr. (irac-e of the local Baptist Mission waited on them 
and pressed the (|uestion if extension. On setunff the attitude of 
the river thieuteniiij?, the (^hief Eii*fineer oideixd the slopintf of an 
area of almiit IMHl f»H»t at the lM)th ends of the iwetment. But this 
slopimr tn>t Winjf proteefed by stone I'oiilders or brick packing begat) 
to go down daily and the river iH'gan to pu.sh inwards gradually. 
The Pabna District Oonleience, jtresided ovei by Sir Aiutoah 
('haudhuri on the 19th June, 192(h passed a resolution to tha 
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that the nhort leiiffth protective re%’etnient con^t?u^'te^l h} the Govern* 
ment for the safety of the town of l*ahnu was iiuoiequate and iirged the 
(fovernment to save the towii by exteiniingi the .evetinent ami adopt* 
mg, other ude<juate measures. The erosion was in full swing The 
late Mr. ( owley along with Mr. G. (i. Day the then SujH*rintemiing 
Engineer of the N(^rthern (’iicle, ugubi <aine to **ahn:i on the 4th duly 
for insjiectioii. A deputation on l>ehalf of the jieople again waittai on 
them I'here l>eing imminent danger of the riv*M* cutting through the 
Collector’s late bungalow, the late Chief Kngiiun‘r oideietl suck pro* 
•tectiou for a short area — i mean the area lietwecn the revet numt and 
the then source of the ^oshakhali Jola. The urea between that jola 
ami the source of the streamlet h-chamati ..till leinamed ex|H)Hed to 
the fur\ of the river and a jumtion of the unci with the streamlet 
Icchumati (that flows by the town of Ihibiiai afipi ehended. 1'he 

erosion went on, the Chief Engineei and Mi. Day again vfaifeA I’alma on 
the dtlth July. A I'Uiwe had formed in the neunuhile outside the suck 
piotected area on the east and graduallt began to j/riden. 
Messrs Cowley and Da \« again came to I'abna on the Sth Septemla*!', 
I!t20. but tiiis time tlie\ stop|H‘d all furthei works and «*\cn the repuiiM 
as the hoods had Is'gun to subsnle. Tliese protect im* woiks uen* 
serionslv damaged owing to Innivy and incessant rainfall in the Is'gin* 
ninir of Dciober. • 

In spite of serious damages. th<*se proleiti.e woi ks did sfdeiidid 
ser\ K e in lesisting the pie^.-nie of strong cuitent on the l*ahnii .side, 
till the dtllh Nov(»ml)ei. ifOt. the |N‘op!e of 1‘ahna suhnntted a jM*ti- 
tion to His Excellem V tlie (io\erno* and in paiagraphs i.i and .’1 ol 
the sukI jM'tition urged the tbocrnincnt to to- c up the repairs and 
extensions of thesi* prot(*<ti\e works. 'I'he daiuaged pioti'it i \ e woiks 
were insisn ted by the Superintending Engims** , Nortliern Circle, 
eurl\ in Decemlier, 192(1 'I’be imunonalistH were informed by 
Mr. Walsh (in liis No d42-.M.lM., dated Culcuttn, (he 1 Kh Man h, 021 ), 
that arrangements for nq>airs and ext^Misiim of }»r<itect j\ t* woiks by a 
furthei fMM) feet down stream bail l)een made. 

In paragraph 3 of this letter, the question of evt^^UMion was dealt with 
as follows : — 

la par^raph 3 »f the mernoriHl. it i» urfCMi that the reietnient ahniihi ex- 
tendeii fmm the steamer ghat ti» the mouth of the If'chaniati river, The length <»f 
the bank pnipr>aecl Ui be revetted im 2 milex , out of thia, it u ho|Msl that riejoly half 
a mile will be revetted, by the raina of U>2I (»overiiment are a<lviM><l that even il 
they were aatiaiie<! that it waa nereaaary for the aafeiy of the town i»l J*abna. it i» 
impractirabll during the working aeaaon, to wdleit more tnaU*nalN for the further 
extenaion of the revetment There are atgna that the pn»bable point of attack ol 
the nver during the raina of 1921 will be below the revetment aa it exist# now and 
Dot above It, ao that an extenaion higher up the nver doea not aptw^ar to tierwa' 
aary Apart from the unpracticabihiy of cunatructing any exteoaion beyond that 
now piopoaed, the formation of a ekar to the aouth of the ateamer ghat aeema to 
indicate that any eroaion between the lower end of the revetment and the mouth of 
the ^crhanti will be 
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Ah HtalfMl III lli<* alxive the pnitective \vi)rk» were repaire<l and 

the revefiiietif wan extended hy feet. But thin time alno a [K)rtioii 
of tlie i)rote('te<l aiva was tmdiy ilaina^ed, l’lu‘ attitude of the river Iwiiig 
Hlili tliieatenin^f, the |>eople of Pahna on 14th I)e< eti)l>er, 1921, liave U|<ain 
nubiiiitted a Jiieiiiorial to Ills Kxielleiicy the (io\ernor for repairn and 
extension of the ievt*lni4»nt. 'I’liih nieiiMM iul w.i," ackuowledjred by the 
Private Siu n'tary to His Kxeel)eiM > in (lenii-oftii ial letter No. 2tM)9, dated 
the 4th .Iariiiar\, 1922- In para^iaph 9 of the memorial it was stated — 

Th<* Jittitiidc of th»* river ih hlill threaUaiin^ uh the main current I8 on the Pabna 
tide, and ue apprehend greater harm dunn|{ tlie coming heason. So, to make these* 
piot4‘( toe workn i?i<»re effective for tlie sutety onr town, we beg most respectfully 
to Hiihnnt that they shonhl Im* extemled further, both above and below the proOn ted 
area In our liurnhle opinion, if tfie revetment fie earned up to the present' fwnirr’e 
of the streamlet, Icchainuti (tfiut flows hy the town of Pabna) to the I'asi, and the 
present steamer ghat of Pubiiu Oi the west, the danger to whnh our town is expos^Ml 
from erosi4jai|||i4i Im* averted 

To mc4'i the cost, w'e fiumhly pray, that your Kxcellency’s Government will be 
pleaseil to sum tnm and allot in tlie biidgid sin h fnrtluT amounts as may Iw* diH ined 
lUM’essiuy for the purjwisi* of repairs luul exU'iisions and orih*r netessurv niateriais 
to la' tinit'ly cidleitetl S4» that the repairs and extensuuis may Ix' complet'd Ix'fore 
(lie ioining rums 

The Stipe! tnteudifig Ktigiiieei , Northcni ('irt le {Mi. If. ('. Ilodp-soii) , 
huH also iiispv‘1 ted the proteetne woiks on the dt)th Ih'ceniber lust. 

A rhrir ItjfH loiliM'fl op[M).site the town, but the ertVd hu> fieeii opjMwitp to 
what Was to? csh.nlow ed iii Mt WaUh’v lettei nu*ntionetl iH'fotv, It has 
tllM'ited the niaiii eiment of the ii\«*i on the P.ibna side and hu" 
math* the appielu'ii.sions of tin* p4‘ople dining the ( imnng rains .•^tiongei. 

( in\ ernnieiit has also «hun* tiieii Im*h 1 to save I*abna and ha\P not us yot 
grudgetl any cJkp<’iidi tine foi this puifiosi* 4 lie ( ‘‘ople of Pabna lielieve 
(hat tlio extensions piopos4Ml m this lesolutioii m* uigentlx retpured 
and would afVonl them atlequate s.ifet\ b\ full\ ami finallN aveiting 
the dangei to whieh the town |s exjHist' l fiotn tlie eiosion. 

'i'lie HiKid level ol tlu‘ liver is now suflicientlv low ami hence the 
luestuit is the profiei turn* foi taking up the work .'g-ain. As the matter 
is urgent and fraught with si i nms danger to the ’own atid as it is within 
the piiwerof the (ioverniiient to pievtuit this iiiijs'iiding dang-er, 1 hopi*. 
the (iov eminent will aeeejd my resolution and undertake immediate 
measures foi it‘pairs und exteiision.s of the rev«‘tnient on its Ixith ends, 
up to the souiee of the rive* l<*ehainat; on tin* ejot, and the steamer 
ghat to the west and then l»v make the revetment already eoiistructed 
fur more effeetive for the san-tv of Pabna and thereby euni the ever- 
lasting gratitmle of the fx'ople <»f that town. ^ 

MINISTER in ohargn of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE iilil 
INDUSTRIES (thi Hon’blo tlio Nawab Saiyiil Nawab Ali Cbamlhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): The subjetd of this resolution, rir., the protection of the 
left bank i>f the river Padiiin abmg (he front of the town of Pabna came 
liefore this ('ouiicil in 1929. in accepting a resolution moved by tbe 
liotPble Kumar Shib iShekItareswar Hay on the Hrd February of that 
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vear the Hoirble Mr. (now Sir JohiO (’\nnminj; exphumnl that while 
(iovernment could not accept re.H|)onsihility for protect iiijf private land 
on the bnnk.s (d bijj rivers thev were prejmretl. oi\ onasutn, to take 
iiHMaures of protection. They decnled therefiue in this lase to construct 
a short leiipth of revetment in the Iioih* that it mi^ht have the etYect of 
divertini? the main ^nirrent of the river outwaids on to the southern bank 
and thereby cause si-our on that amt aveit tin* (‘ro*<ivi* teml«‘m’\ of 
the river opposite the town. 

In accordance with that de<ision a lenjrth of l.tlhtl feet of hank was 
• pnotei'ted befoi^ the Hoods of Fl'Jtl. 'I’his leiifrth was suliseijuently 
incieased feet, tlje total cost up to «hite hein^' Rs d,Tl,7lM Thi.** 

tiprure* includes the cost of repairs which have had to he undei taken owin>» 
to daniapres (aused by subseijuent floods, 't he object atiive«| at has, to 
some extent, been effected in that the H‘vet!nent is still standing’ and 
that no further serious er<»sion of this bank has occurred. 

Subs<M|uent floods have ilama^jed the n*vetment but not to a prreater 
extent than mip^ht he expected, Althouprh the main nv(‘r has mit yet 
rompletely abandoned this bank, flieie aie sip-ns that it is assumin/^^ f«ii 
Itself a new channel on the south bank which will in time result in the 
silting up of the channel on the !*abna side 

d'he conditions tif the iiver and of the revetimuit have r»*(ently araili 
bet^n exarnineil by th<**two t'hief Knjrineeis As ]i result of these obser- 
vations they advise that the datiuipre which has occurred should be made 
jrood, as far as is j»ossible. before the next rtoo<l season, and to the extent 
that funds are available under ‘’Repairs " in the curr<*nt and next year’s 
budpret. Orders to tliis effect liave been p^iven to the liK'ul oth( ers ami 
arranprements to carry out the woik are now lieinp^ made: 'f'liey do not 
coTisitler it is either possilile or ne»‘essary to completely restore tin* revet- 
ment to its orif^'inal slate. Now, Sir, to turn to the subject of extensi»)ns 
of the revetment, ladh up ami down stream, which tlie rnovei f*f the 
resolution has ur^red should be undertaken and completeil befoie I lie 
ensuinjr floods. This is a wruk <»f much frreatei majirnitude and expense 
than he a[>pearM to realise. As alreaily stated, the revetment which lia»* 
l»een construi ted is feet in lenprtli and has cost nearly Rs. lakhs 

to construct and maintain. The extensions which it is now’ urp^ed that 
Oovernj^iient should undertake, would Ik? M,*.;?fK> feet in lenprth, rtr., d.fitWl 
feet up stream from the upper etwl of the present revetment towards the 
west and 4,000 feet down stream from the lowei end towards the east. 
It is estimated rou^rhly that the cost »>f these extensions would be nearly 
Rs. 10 Itfkhs and that a recurrint.r charge of about ni|M*cM half a lakh 
annually would l»e necesiiary to maintain the extensions. These exten- 
sions must be eonsidererl as new w*ork for which no prrivisioif exists in 
the current yearV budg'et ; while the (’oiincil are aware of the difficulty 
of providing: for any new works durtnpr 1022-2^1. Without budiret pro- 
vision no new work ran be undertaken. But, Sir, apart from the fliian* 
difficulty, Government are advised that, in respec t (o the bank above 
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Ihf iuMPiit revetment to the west, it i» unneres.sarj' (o construct any 
f*A#r*nKion. th^re ha.H been only eroHion of the bank in this locali- 

ty aiul (he Htiff clay of which the haiik partly consists and which was 
relied on to resiHl croHioii, is still effective. 

In regard to the suggested extension below the lower end of the 
|)fCM*nt revetiiien! , nc., to the east, it is true that erosion in this neigh- 
bouihootl is still going on an<l that certain homestead and a mosque are 
threatened with dentruction possibly in the near future. But, Sir, War- 
ing in riiirid the iesp<»nsihility which (Government announced in 192<l 
they were prepared to undeitake in (his matter an<l which I have already* 
alluded to, they eonsitler that the exfienditure o| the large sup of Ks. 
lakhs for ihe preitection of the bank in this neighbourhood from farther 
erosirin cannot l>e justified. c'-peeiallN as (In'* erosion is not likely to 
'menace the safety of the town itself. It is nioreove? physically impossi- 
ble (() construct a work f)f (his magnitude without considerable prepara- 
tion and expemlilure on inateiials, to meet wdiich, as I have already 
stated, it IS not {Nis.sihlc In present financial cii cumstaiiccs, to find the 
necessary funds 

Finally, Sir, I <lesiie to impress most strongly <m the ('ouncil the 
opinion of our (‘XjMot officers, ric.. that a revetment of the natuie that 
it is possible to de\ ise witli the materials wdiicli are priHoirable in the 
locality cannot be guaianteed to withstand a determined attack b) a 
rivet of the magnitude and power of tlie Ifiidma in flood. Supposing, 
theri*f(nc, that tin* i-oiistruction of the extensions weie determined on 
and that funds wen* forthcoming, it cannot In* statisl. witli certainty, 
that the revetments would render the town eonijiletely safe from destruc- 
tion. 

The safety of the town depends far more on the natural change in 
the main channel of the river in its bed than on revetments which the 
Piihlii’ Works Department is able to <*onstrui t. 

In the circumstanees wliich I have now explained. I regret, Sir, that, 
on behalf of (Government, I I'annot accept the resolution. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: T have listened very carefully to the 
speech deiiveied by the Hon’ble Minister and what I (an gather from 
his sjieech is that he does not deny the necessity of protective work, but 
says that funds are not available. As we know the condition of *b€ 
budget, for the present, I Iwg to withdraw my reiipliition. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

WitNIraml of lotoltitiofi. 

Tht D€PUTY*PRESiDCNT (Bibu iuroiNira Haiti Ray): As Hai 

Nifmran (^handra Das (Gupta Bahadur is absent the following resolution 
which stands in his name is deemed to be withdraw^n : — 

“ This (^>uncil ret'ommends to the Government that the time for the 
sittings of the Council \w changed and fixed from 12 noon to 4 r.M 
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Rai Df« HARIDHAN DUTT BAhuHir: May I have yt»ijr {KMitii.HHidit to 
move the amendment which stands in the name of Mr. Tar^^husan Rt»y P 

BaIhi RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR* May I rise to a |K>int of 
order? Owing to the absence of the mover, resolution No. 4(» has failed. 

Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENTs Rai Dr. llaridhan Diitt Bahadur is 
moving the resolution as amended by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy. 

Time for Council sittings. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move (hat “ this (’otinri! 
recommend# to the Government that the time for the '^itt^gs of the 
Counfil be changed and fixed from 11-3(1 a.m. to 4-3(1 r.w.'* ^ 

Now nearly one year has passed awa\ sim e the time of the (’oum il ^^as 
fixed froni 3 r.M. to 7 r.M. It is time m)a to find out whether the cliange 
has been condm ive t(t afiy impio\ement in the attemhuice of (he members 
(»f this (’ouncil T have been trying to be iii$ legulai as I possibly < ould 
by mv attendaiue in (his (\mm il and 1 must wflhont any hesitation .sa\ 
that the attendance of the mem}>ers in the (’ouncil here has not been 
sjit isfactoi v . Orrasions ha\e aiistoi when the (’ouncil has had to stop 
work for want ot a (|uorum It is time tliat we shmild try to find out the 
reason for this, ('ert^iinly we are not [irepared to admit that we have 
lost interest in the work of this (’ouncil. Then Viiu saw that on several 
(H'casions for want of a C|uoruni the meeting had to W adjourned. I am 
one of those who believe that the selection of the hour from 3 to 7 r.M. 
had be<‘n one nf the causes which led to this state of affairs, 'rioise of us 
who have closely followed the meetings of the (’ouncil will very likelv 
agree with me when I say that most of us have felt it very te<liou« to 
continue sitting liere after 5 or o-.'ft) i*.m. when we are m-customeil t 4 » have 
eome outing in the evening hree/e. We are then rthligeil tf> shut foirselves 
within this ('ouncil (’hamher around whi* !! I find masimiy walls with- 
out any inlet for the outer air to come in except hy the lielp of (he venti- 
lator overhead and the punkhtu swinging above us. Peojde naturally 
feel inclined to go out. I think, that is one of the reasons j»hich ha« 
atood against the success w hich some >>f us thought to achieve by i hanging 
the hemr.. Sir, if I am right, it whh pointed out on that wTusion that 
ceftain*meiiibeps would be able to be more regular in their attendum e if 
the time was changed! 

Nnw, let us find what has l>een the result. It is now* 3-30 r.M., hut 
where ai# our lawyer frientlsP Are (hey here except my friends Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik and Mr. S. M. Bose? Where are those gentlemen 
%ho took the initiative in the change of (he hour? Only (hegither day 
a list was placed in our hands showing the atlendance of the meint»ers 
last year. I do not like to go into that in detail, but if my friends would 
look into it they would find that most of lhf>se who wanted the change 
was conspicuous in the list by their fnior attendance. It was contended 

* m 
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on the last oecasion that all inerrhants would be generally busy during 
the offire houii! and would perhaps feel more inclined to come here in the 
afternoon and in the evening. Rut the remarks which I have made 
about my lawyer friemls are tilso eijually applicable to them. I am 
really sorry that 1 have to make these remarks, but the facts must be 
stated as they are. Sir, some of us did feel that the old state of affairs 
had its objections and hud its inconveniences, but on the whole that w'as 
the best that we could d(> in fixing the time of the Cmincil. That l)eing 
80, I am dispoHCfl to think that the time lias come now when we shouKi 
revert to tlie old state ot things. I learn that the old practice to hold 
the meeting was fnmi 11 a.m. to h c.m. Mr, Tarit Ilhusan Roy has 
Huggented ll-dO to 4-'i(), and I believe his idea was to allow one hour for 
lunch. This will giv«* at least four houis’ time if the lunch time be left 
out of ac<‘ount. Person.il j\ , I feel that that w’ould be the least im*on- 
venient method for most (d* us. I therefore refjuest this f'ouncil to revert 
back to that system. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In the alrseme of Shah Syed 
PrmbMlnl IIjm|. 1 nmve that the words “ 1 c.m. to o I'.m. ” be substituted 
for the words “ 11-30 \.m to 4-3t> i*.M ” in appendix No. 47. 

My grouml't foi moving this amendment are as follows. Resolutions 
Nos. 40 and 47 sa\ that the Council should not sij after 4-30 I'.xi. One 
can safely infer irom that that the movers of these resolutions are 
unwilling to sif r.fter 1-30 i'.m. and 1 think everyone of us will agree that 
the tjiue between o and 7 is the most tedious [aution of the ('ouncir 
rm'etings. of ns g<j away tor a walk after o o'cloi k and generally 

we find that the (piornm falls short in the evening. So it clearly Hhow'.*< 
that we are not vei \ w illing to sit late in the evening. I heg to suggefit 
that we should sit at I i* M. instead of I1-3<1 or CJ because if we sit at 
that hour, it will not inronveinem*e the Muhammadan memliers wh<i <*au 
< tune after tdTeiing tlicii nii<l-dav jiruNer.s anti the time ftir evening 
pravers will mit he retpiii'ed if we close at a. It will ntd also iiitei fere 
with the wtuk t»f (he other memhers t»f tins Ctuincil because if the\ can 
ctune at 3.r.M. they tan easily ctmie at 1 r.M. nml I suggest that the 
Council shoufd disstdve at o r.M. because ik wdll give ample opportunitift^ 
tt» the mt'uibers tt» enjoy the evening to their heart’s content either by a 
walk or otherwise. , * 

With these few wortls, 1 beg to move this amendment and J hi»pe the 
Ctunicil will accept it. 

Babu RliHtNDRA NATH SARKAR: In the absence t>f HAbii Indu 
Hhushnn Dutta I mt»ve that in the motit»ii of Rai Nibaran (3iandni Daa 
Gupta Rateidur ftu^lhe words and figures “ It? timm to 4 r.M," the follow- 
ing be substituted, pflr., *'2 p.m.*' 

I iimve it by way of Coinpi'oraise, and 1 hope it will be convenient l»oth 
to th»^ memWrs who come from the mufaasal and also to those who live 
in Calcutta. 
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MEMBER in ohWBt of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tlio HoiPMo 

Sir Homy Whoo l or); The Council had a discussion on this subject on 
the 7th February, 1921, when Sir Robert Wntson-Smyth, with the 
support of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, and s{)eakii)^ primarily on behalf 
of the business community, su^r^ested that we should adopt the preseni 
hour of 3 o’clock for the commencement of our sittings. Two amend- 
ments were then moved — one by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur whu 
suggested 2 o’clwk as the openiii" hour, though he subsequently rather 
‘repudiated his own proposal, and one by Babu Surendni Namyaii Sinhn 
sthat we should begin at 1 r.M., though that too was withdrawn. In the 
course of that debate I pointed out that the fixing of the hours of the 
Counc^ resfbd with His ^’xcellem y, but the opportunity of discussion 
was welcomed in onler that members might have the chanc<‘ of exjiressing 
their views, which would uaturalty carry w'cight with (lovernmeiit . It i,s 
on that same understanding that we are holding this debate to-day. On 
that previous occasion Sir Robert Watson-Sinyth’s yiroposal was finally 
carried by a large majority of 74 to db, and the arguimoits then used 
turned mainly on the relative convenience of (’ahutta and mufassai 
members. The mufassai members then rather hoped that by sitting 
longer hours they could get more ((uii'kly thrtiugTi th<‘ total bu.mness and 
be able to return to their own districts, and I iintiie on re-reading the 
debate that one memljer even ho|)ed that we could get through our 
business in the course of two days, a hojie which, I am afraid, has not 
been realised. But in so far as the present hours of ouf silting arc 
four, d to 7, and the proposals f>f these amendments amount either to the 
.same or le.ss, that argument which was used on the last oixasion rathei 
falls through; that is to say, the argument that if we began sitting 
earlier, wa could sit later and get through more work, falls through, 
IwK'ause under any of the proposals now made we should sit approximate- 
ly for four hours if not for less. That being so, it seems to me that tin 
scale rather turns against the nnifassal inemlM^rs, because while the 
Calcutta members have work which they must perform in this city, the 
mufassai members come down here primarily for this Council work, 
and therefore it is easier for them to adjust their time to iThatever th< 
hours of the Council meetings piay be. *' 

On ihej)roposals before us, I must say that tw<v of (hem are open t<. 
ubjactiQU. Babu Tarit Bhusan Roy would ask us to l>egin at ll-dtl 
Now assuming that we have the luncheon Tiour at the usual Calcutta 
time of l-Hl F.M., it will be inconvenient to divlite the sitting hours into 
two parts with an interval of one hour between, and the time 11*^30 a.m. 
is also an^awkward lime because it breaks up the morning and marcel \ 
gives us a sufficient interval to get through any work of 
before us; while Maulvi Ehidadul Haq’s proposal, m moved 
Shah Abdur Rauf, is open to a still more serious ODjection to my mind, 
namely, that by beginning at 1 r.M. we seriously interfere with all mem* 
bers^ho have their lunch at 1-30. Allowing for lunch interval, his total 
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would only amount to three hours a day, or less than what we have 
now. So t>n their merits, both thw proposals would seem rather open 
to criticism, and for iny own part I would rather press thecae of the 
(.’alcutta niembeiH and of the ofticial members in particular. I think there 
is not the slightest doubt that, so fur we are concerned, the present hours 
of sitting* suit us better than anything else. They do give us the morn- 
ings to get through our other w'ork and to attend tominittee meetings, 
and it would he very difficult for us to carry on rmr ordinary work if, 
practiculy, we had to devote the whole of the working day to ('ouncil. 

The argument has been u.sed by the movers that it is the present houi; 
w'hich accounts lor unsat isfa^*lol^ attemlance and for the somewhat 
freijuency of adjournments for want of a (jurtrum. I doubt if that is 
altogetlier a valid argument. There are other i>(»ssible explanations, 
namely, thiit members get rather weary of sitting here and listening to 
debates on rj'soliitions w}ii»*h aie of local fU‘ narrow interest, or, again 
that they absent themselves poiposely in order that particular resolu- 
tioTis may be taken up at paiticular hours. So tloTc are otlier possible 
exj)lanuti(»ns, and that being so. I am in favour of retaining the after- 
noon sittings, altliougli, possibly, we may iini)rove on our pre.sent 
])ractice by a small change appn»ximating to the proposal of Bahu 
Rishindia Nath Sarkar, namel\. that instea«l <»f b<‘giimmg at 3, we might 
begin at 2-30 and sit till 6-30. This would somewhat relax the tension, 
of whi«’h comj)labits have been made, of sitting in tlie ('oiincil (^bambei 
till 80 late an hour as 7. That, therefore, would be my j>ersonal sugges- 
tion to the Couru'il, that if we make any change at all, it might well be 
in the direction of 2-30 to 6-30. Howevei, all the arguments that are put 
forward will be duly c'ommunicatiMl to llis Exc ellency and will be fully 
considered by him in judging the merits of the matter. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: I am willing to accept the 
suggestion of the Hon*hle Sir Henry Wheeder that the hours for the 
meetings of the (^>un^il should be fixed at 2-30 to 6-3tt p.m. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Batudur: My idea is that 

the proceedings of the Council ought to commence at 11-30. This 
subject was discus.sed previously and we were toI4 <he time that 
some sacrifice ought to be made for full one year. We have ettfn^ed 
the (Nuincil at some snerifica and we find that the House has been ad- 
journed on seveml oeraa4Dn.s on account of want of a quoruft: I also 
notice that Calcutta members do not regularly attend the Council or ai 
late hour and if the Calcutta members, the Calcutta lawyers, the 
Calcutta medical men. the Calcutta attorneys will kindly take into 
consideration the expression of opinion of the mufasaal members, I submit 
respectfully that theTiours 11-30 to 4-30 will be to the advantaire of the 
mufassal members. The hours from 3 to 7-15 were tentative, t.c., as 
an experimental measure, and I remember the words of the Hon'ble the 
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Maharajadkiraja Bahadur of Burdwan echoed by Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea these hours wore to be trerftod ns an experimental measure. 
It does n<j| look well for me after the expression of opinion given by 
Sir Henry Wheeler to resist the idea which he has given to the Council, 
but I appeal to him whether the mufassal members do not lose much in 
attending Council at late hours when as a mutter of fact w© find that 
Calcutta members ale absent. 

With the.se words, Sir, I support the motion made by llai Dr. Iluri- 
dhan Dutt Bahadur. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to support the original 
residution oi^Rai Nibarun^Chandra Da.s tlupta Bahadur. 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: rhat is not before the (\>uncil now. 

Babti AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Then I a.sk your permi.ssion to 
move it as an amendment. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8|DENT: You cannot do that because we have 
already passed it. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Then I beg to make this sugges- 
tion for the con.siileration of the Coumul that th# pieetings of the ('ouncil 
l*e Weld from 1*2 lumn to 4 r.M. On the last occasion when Sir Koliort 
Watson Smyth moved that the meetings be held from 3 to 7 P.M., I 
sup}»orted him lH*cause I was under the impression that it w'ould be most 
(•on^enipnt to the coinmen ial members as well as tf> the legal members 
<»f this Council, but it now upiH*ars that they do not find their way to 
attend the ('ouncil at these hour.s. Even now most of the (oinuiercial 
and legal memUTs are absimt, and therefore 1 think tliat 12 to 1 I'.li. 
would bt* most convenient. T make this suggestion siiecially mi the 
ground that 15 memlsTS of the Caleutta Cor|K»ration are members of 
this Cottticil and their meetings are generally held from 4 to 0-30 i\U., 
and it is therefore desirable that for the convenience of those memlwrs, 
the meetings of this Council should not lie held after 4 r.M. This is one 
of thl* spe<dal reasons why I miike this suggestion. 

T|ii HotPbM Sir HENRY WHEELE||: May I rise to a point of 
e.xplanrftiAi ? In justice to the commercial niemliers, I may point out 
that five oilhem having resigned, their seats are present vacant. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I heg to oppose this motion 
moved hy*Rai Dr. HarnShaii Dutt Bahadur and supported by 
Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. There is a somewhat amusing feaiui^ in the 
argument put forward by the Rai Bahadur. In the epurse of his speech 
he observed that the lawyer members of this CounHl would oppose his 
motion as, according to him, if cartfed out, it would go against their 
penmnal interest. Noyr Sir, the Rat Bahadur forgot that the motion 
he lY^ved was never aent by him and it did not stand in ^is name, but it 

10 a 



136 


TIME FOR COUNCIL SITTINGS. 


[2210) f’EB. 


wi*« a motion of a lawyer in whose name it stands and with your permis> 
aion he simply moved it. Tterefore the argument falls to the ground. 

The members of this House may bo divided into four classes, 
viz, —(1) Mufassal membeni, (2) f’alcutta members, (3) Officials, 
(4). Representatives of^ Trades Associations. Now, Sir, let us consider 
the convenience or inconvenience of each of these flections one by one. 
As to mufas.sal iiicnihers, it is known to everybody that they come away 
from home and have got to stay al^ Calcutta during the sitting of the . 
Council, and as far as I have been able to ascertain it does not matter 
to them when the Council sits, but their only concern is that it should* 
sit for as many hours as practicable, so that thay may finish ^.he business 
of the Council as early as they cair to enable them to return h6me to 
attend to their own duties there. The hour.s fixed at present pre.scribes 
a longer sitting than the motion under discussion. Therefore, this must 
be their most convenient hour. 

Now, of all the Calcutta members present to-day, only the mover and 
Habu Amulya Dhone Addy are in favour of the projMisal, and their prin- 
cipal point is that the Council must not sit aft^r 4-30 r.w. The reason. 
Sir, T beg to point out is that both of them are members of the Calcutta 
Corpoiation and the General ('ommittee sits at that hour. Hy friend 
have got to attend tht»se meetings and the\ attend these meetings for 
the same interest as a lawyer attends to his client’s case, and ther^ore 
all these arguments have been showered against the lawyers. There are 
members of the (\ilcutta f’orporation who are sitting in this House now, 
but none of them have raised a viuce against the present arrangement. 

Ah to official members and business men, the Hon ’hie Sir Henrv' 
Wheeler has already pointed out that the present hours will «uit them 
best. It is a patent fact that (his enables the Calcutta members to 
attend to their ordinary work for a certain portion of the day and it 
does not inconvenience the mufassal members. 

The learned mover further pointed out that we all feel disinAned to 
work after 5 p.m., and therefore on many occasions meetings of this 
House have failed for want of a quorum. I propo.se to give a practical 
example against this argument. Sir, it is not yet 4 p.m. How is it lhat 
most of the seats of Ihe elected members are vacant now? If ten of us 
leave this Hall, a (pmriim will be wanting. The real reason foe wafrt of 
a quorum i.s not that, but because many of the members leave the House 
to avoid giving votes. *many do not take fny interest in locaJf questions 
and go away, and others leave this Hall ^ some other grounds and 
meetings fail. With these few observations, I oppose the inotion. 

Rai ioCtNDRA CHUNOER CHOSE BahaAirt I was one of those 

who supported that the sittings of the Council should begin at 11 o’clock, 
because I was told that the mufassJff members wanted it. I said at the 
time that 11 o’clock was very iuoonvenient to me personally, hut if the 
mufassal memhip wanted it, let them have It Now I find |haC 
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mu&ssal members do not want it and that being so we cannot change the 
time to suit the municipal commissioners. Therefore I shall be very 
glad to accept the time as proposed by the Hon^ble Sir Henry Wheeter. 

Babil 8URENORA NATH MALLIKs I must confess that the point 
which would go to decide this question is that which has been so ably 
put forward by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, namely, the question 
of the convenience of the members. There cannot l)e any other consi- 
. deration. So far as these resolutittqs are concerned, it is very significant, 
^ as ray friend has said, that their fathers are not present here to-day but 
their foster-fathers have taken them up. Foremost among them is my 
friend, Rai»Dr. Ilaridhaii Dutt liahadur. Of all people I do api)re<’iBte 
his difficulty, because he has got his General Committee meeting.s at i-30, 
which bring him a decent fee. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am not a inen>ber of the 
General Committee. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: You were on the General 
Committee for 17 years*and you are a candidate for it next year. 1 ani 
also sorry for luy friend, IJalm Amulya Hhone Addy, who is on the 
Buildings Committee, which brings in a fee, though not so big us that 
of a member of the General Committee. He has been there fur the last 
13* years and thi* meefings begin at 4-»‘10. That is the reason why niy 
friend is anxious to he the foster-lather of this resolution. I am a member 
of the Corjxjration, but I do n<»t get any fee, and so I am not at all 
anxious to alter the hours. It is only a (juestion of personal convenience. 
For my part, I would jirefcr the existing hours, us this would allow me 
to attend to my «>lher duties, it will be quite imp<»ssihle for me to attend 
the Council at 11-30 and jiossibly I may have to resign. So far as the 
n.ufassal memlH.*rs are conc«‘rned, I submit that it makes no difference 
to them whether the meeting is held at 12 or 3. But by holding it at 
3 o’clock they can help the Calcutta inemlaTs in their work and see to 
their convenience and I dt> not think they will object tt> this. The 
mufassal members come here fiom a long distanee and when they have 
got to sit here it does not matter them whether they come at 12 or 3. 
On the contrary if they come ftt 3. they can come Jicre after having their 
alierm^n naps. I think that those people who want this change are the 
very people who do not mean to come at 12. They simply moan to come 
hire at 8-30 to attend for an lour or so in order to give their /wi/m. 
1 hat is the reason why we flnd our chairs not m'cupied throughout the 
meeting# 

1‘here is also another thing to be considered, namely, the I’onvenience 
of other persons — I l&an officials. If we begin at 3, they%au attend 
to their own office '#c}rk in the morning and do their work here. 
Thai means we can get Biore work: nut of them than 
if we keep them here from 12 o'clock. I have seen the (^airmen of the 
Improvement Tnu# and the ^ Calcutta Corporation and other official 
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rueijibers coming here siidply for the purpose of raising their hands 
whenever they are called on to do so. If we begin at 12, they will be 
nere all the day and will get their pay for nothing. Taking all these 
things into consideration, 3 o’cloek seems to me to be the best time for 
our t)ouncil meeting. We get the just amount of work from our 
civilian friends, we meet the convenience of our blathers in the trade 
and (oinmerce, we also look to the convenience of our imifassal members. 
As for Kai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt llahadur, he is a medical man, and lie 
genera}] V works till late in the eveilng, and it will mak^ no difference 
to him if we close at 7. And my friend Ilabu Aniulya Dhone Addy who * 
is a merchant will not find this hour inconveni^t. 

Maul¥i YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I beg to submit that the hour 
fixeil at present is convenient to a large number of members — specially 
the mufassal members who <-on.e by the Darjeeling Mail and reach 
(!alcutl|l at 11-30 a.m. Therelon* it is very convenient to them to 
attend at 3 o’clock. If instead of that, the hour is fixed at 11 a.m. or 
VZ noon, it would be most convenient to the mufassal members who 
come by the Darjeeling Mail. 1 repeat agairf that the hour, that is 
already fixed, is (onvenient ami it does not militate against the religious 
observances of my MuhaminadiiM fri<‘nds if it be htOd earlier. Two-thirty 
is, 1 think, the same as 3 o’clock: half-an-liour iloes not make any 
difference. Therefore, I think the hour that hus’heen found convenient 
to the ('alcuttu members and to the men harit memheis would be 
Convenient to others also, espet iully to the members w ho come from the 
mufassal by the Darjeeling Mud. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I think wi should accept 
the suggestion made by (lie Hoti’blc Sir Heurv Whetder. As a mufassal 
meiulKM*, I think we should not oveibnik the ('onvenienre of our Calcutta 
fritMuls. 1 make the suggestion in view of the notice of the resolution 
given by Mr. Forn^ster. At present the ('ah iitia members do not get 
anything and over and uIkac that, if we ask them to make sacrifice it 
would lie very hard on them and unreasonable too on our part. Now- 
adays w'e have to close at (»-30 often for want cd a (juorum. Therefore, 
if we can fix the time at 2-30 to (>-30 — prac^it^ally in this arrangement 
we may rise at alxiuCtl r.M. for the convenience of the Muhammadan 
frientls — it will suit the wdiole TTouse. As it is, we should ai'tept the 
suggestion so that it might not l>e inconvenient to our Calcutta friends. 
For the mufassal membt^rs it is immaterial .whether we sit at S or 2-30, 
and even if we sit at 11 or 12, to my mind, it nifkes very little difference. 
The only convenience to the mufassal membt^rs is that it may be poa- 
sible for aome of them to catch the Darjeeling or any other train 
that may ne convenient to them and go home wK^/l^ sitting is closed 
for good, otherwise it is of no use. So in |hat view of the fact, as I 
have already stated, we should ncce|flihe suggestion of my friend, the 
Hon’ble Sir TTenr\’ Wheeler. Under these circi^stances I hope the 
House will agree to the suggestion. 
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Ktan Bahwlur Mauivi EMADUOOIN AHMED: To mo it appean 

that the hour Bxed already suits almost all the members of the House. 
It has now been suggested that it will be convenient to fix it at 2-30 to 
G-30, but I may be iiormitted to point put that^ after prayer there is a 
very little time left for sitting. After we re-assemble at about 0 i\u. 
there remains half mi hour after prayer — even less than that sometimes. 
I think the present hour is all right and if we change it then there will 
• be inconvenience and probably the Council will have to be closed at 
^0-30. Under these circumstances I think the hour fixed is quite all 
right. 

• • 

Ra1 Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am not at all surprised 
to find that Babu Surondra Nath Mallik has been roiiscHl uji to exercise 
his most oxtraonlinary power to find a motive in all thing.s. We are 
aware of the miscrtyscope and tele.scoiH* of very high powers* but my 
friend Babu Surendra Nath Mullik must In* endowed with an fktra- 
ordinarv or perhajis, sup<»rhiiman power to disi’over motives. But 1 
can assure you that whefl I ( ume to this Uonnril I had not the slightoat 
idea of moving this resolution When I found that iny friend Mr. Tarit 
Bhusaii Roy was absent I asked permission to iiiovi' it, and I may assure 
my friend that I moved it w’ith very greait diffidence and I had no motive 
in fiioving it. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I accept that 

Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: My friend Mr Addy has 
pointed out that 15 or lb members of the (Wporatitm would b«* incxin- 
venieneed if the hour is not changed. This m (piite trm' and I do not 
think that to U' a member of the C'orjx>ration and at tins same time to 
st*rve the country us a memlMT of tbi-i Council is a very objectionable 
khing. If these municipal commissioners are actuated with a desire to 
serve lK)th the CoriMinition as well as the Council, I hofs- our friends will 
me<»t them in a sympathetic spirit. It is really a matter worih\ of our 
considenition as Ito whether we should riot changq the tiim* of the (Coun- 
cil in such a way as to remove the inconvenienco'^^of 15 or 10 iTiernlM‘rs 
of 4his fVmncil. Another [H>int which strikes me is that if we accept 
the ITon*ble Sir ITenrv Wheeler’s .suggestion we have grit to come here 
at 2 o’clock. I put it to mv friends here how would they like to come 
to the CVniiicil Chamlrer jit 2 o’cha k in the«M* hot <lays. Would it not 
b© better leave their homes at II o’clock, come down to the shady 
rooms of the Town^ilall, remaining here, enjoying lunch and after the 
adjournment of tl^e Coynefl kt 4-30 rtdum home after enjofing the 
evening breei© of the iiaid^nf 

As regards my friend Bahu Vf^ya DHon Mukherjee’s observaiinna, 
I do not attach much importance to them* as he always seems to me to 
^b©*fuimy tod whenever bounds something atruisingdn a situation be 
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would dilate ufxju it and it does not matter to him whether he speaks on 
this side or on that side, I admit, Sir, that this fixing of ti^e is an 
extremely knotty matter beeause whatever time is fixed, that will con- 
venience some members and inconvenience others. But it strikes me 
that we should take into consideration the pros and cons of all the sug- 
gestions and fix the time which commcmds itself to the whole House. 

The original motion of Uni Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur as 
amended by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Iloy was then put and lost. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: May 1 rise to a point of^ explana- 
tion, Sir^ I want to say a few words before the resolution it put before 
the House. From what has been said by *the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 
I think that my choice of time has lx*en an unfortunate one. I think 
that is the time which w'ould interfere witlr the lunch of the European 
as w<dl us of the 1 Julian memlMTs. I therefore withdraw my resolution, 
resolution was then, by leave of the (’ouncil, withdrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN OUTTA and Baku RIBHINORA NATH 
8ARKAR, by leave of the (Viuncil, then withdrew their motions. 


WithdrawaJ of resolutions" 

The following resolutions were, in the abseiu e of the members, 
deenietl to be withdrawn : — 


8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ‘ Thi.s (Vmncil recommends to 
the Government that ^the numl>er of holidays granted for the Muham- 
madan festival ld-ul~fitr Ik* extended from tw'o to four days.’* 

Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that the non-official members of this Council 
be authorised, in resided of jails situated in their respective districts, 
to inspect them from time to time and report upon the conditions of 
jirison life of j^rsons convie.te<l for offences of a jiolitical character, 
with sjHH’ial reference to the complaints and grievances, if Uny, ^ pi 
individual prisoneis. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY to move, byway of amend?ient, that 
in motion No. 49, after the word “ districts ” the following be 
i nsertad,< namely ; — 

and tha^t the elected tpembers for a;^ 6atcutta constituency be 
similarlv authorised in aaspect m any . jails whece any 
political offcuiders convicted in Calcutta may be im- 
prisoned. ** 
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Mm iIOGENDRA NATH ROY: Tliis Council recommends to 
the Government that section 38, Chapter V, of the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919, be so amended — 

(f) as to make the union boards fix the annual union rate not 
higher than Rs. 42 for one person liable to the rate; and 
(ti) that the* words ‘ to be protected ’ he added after the words 
* circumstances and properties ’ in the said section. '' 

AbcMitiofi of the post of tho Dirootor of Public Hoalth Laboratory. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Sabadur : 1 move tllht 
'' thie Council rec4>mmeuds to the Government that the newly huucIioiuhI 
jKist of the Director ot Public Health ijal>oratory 1 k' alnilished and that 
the saving thereby effected l>e utilised towards rural watei -supply, and 
that the laboratory be placed either under the Director of Public Health 
as before or under th<* Professor of Hygiene of the Tropical Bchooln ** 

The lalioratory of the Sanitary Dei>urtiiieut, Govermnciit of Bengal, 
was originally started m 1905 or so on a small scale to help Dr. Kowlor 
who w'UvS 8iH*cially appointed to investigate the working of the sejitic tank 
installations in Bengal. Subsequently it was enlarged and reorganised 
in 1910 with chemical and bacteriological sections in charge of their 
raiq>eotive assistants ©u u salary of Us. JoO to Ks. 2o0. The work of 
the laboratory ai)jx*ars to consist entirely of examination of water, 
septic tank effluents and itsid-stufis. The entire analytical work of tho 
laboratory is Ixung carried on entirely by the assistants themselves. 
The control of the Sanitary Commissioner is limited to jiurely adminis- 
trative matters and to forwarding the reis)rts on the various analysis 
carried out in tlie lalK»ratory. Sirne the passing of the Fwxl Adultera- 
tion Act a number of chemical assistants have l>een taken for the pur- 
jjose of analysing food-stuffs. The work done under the Food Adultera- 
tion Act is under the entire control and suj^ervision ol tho senior chemi- 
cal assistant who has also been apiKiinted as an analyst for the pur]M>se. 
He is responsible for all the chemical analysis of tho food-stuffs and 
issues certificates for the same in his own name. Tho entire analytical 
work of the laboratory is l>eing carrie<i out by the respective assistants 
themselves and tliat the work of the officer controlling the laboratory is 
jpdrely^nominal. The lalxiratory work has bt*en going on in its way 
satisfactorily for the past 16 years and in several annual reports the 
Sanitary Ckimmissioner has ^)ecially commended the good work done at 
the labogitory. 

Now there does not seem to any necessity for bringing in a high- 
ly paid officer on Hs. 2,500 or so per mensem for suiiervisfnp tli||i work 
of the laboratory, esjfhcial^ as several Deputy Sanitary Commis- 
sioners have recently beetp appointed and also a highly paid officer, Pro- 
lessor of HygiendJ is to be appointed in connection with the School of 
Tropical Medicine. It seems there is more money than we can find 
lisans t#%pMid. 



142 


CJKECTOK OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 


[22nv Fbjb. 


lor a part of tLe work at present done by the Sanitary Gomimssioiier 
it is proi)o*»ed to have two additional otticers, on Rs. 2,500 or go, name- 
ly, (J) the Director, I’ublic Health Laboratorj', and (2) Professor of 
Hy^fiene, School of Tropical Medicine. Bnt, surely there cannot be 
sufficient work for tWo new high otlicers. It appears to me desirable, 
and no doubt this Couiieil will agree with me, that ^he recently sanc- 
tioned post of the Director of l*ublic Health Laboratory be abolished and 
that the saving tliereb\ effeidi'd, Hs. dO.OOO to Rs. 24,000 a year, be 
utilised for tlu^ provision of water supply jlo the srnallei towns of Bengal. 

• With these observulioiis, 1 commend resolution for the acceptance 
of the Council. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN A^MED: Under the present 
system, we find that more money is exi>ended in rubbing and oiling 
lhan in actually feeding the people. The resolution moved by Rai 
Malieiidra Chandra Mitra Bahadur is directly on the point. There 
also we fiinl that (foverniiient in its anxiety to l^elp the people have 
devised souk* means and created some jsists for finding out some tiuth 
and ascertaining soim* data. Of course their value deiiends on their 
jiruc^ical use on the jicople and not simply on finding out some new 
facts and figures. So it would serve more useful, puriiose if the know- 
b^lge aln*ady acquired bv some officers, ^he Director of Public Health, 
etc., Ik* extended to the miifassal and applied to tin* amidioration of the 
condition of the miifassal people, jn tliat case this money would Ik** better 
utilised than in s]M*mling for the purjK>se of finding out a new data. 
Thendore, T wholedieurteill v approve the resolution moved by Rai 
Mabeinlru Chamlra Mitra Bahadur. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
COVERNMEIIT (the HoB’ble Sir Surendri Nath Banorjaa): We have 
just reorganised this deimrtment and the work of this department is daily 
inereasing in (Minsecjueiu'e of the inereased demands made in respect of 
the nnnlysis of food, and I am sorry that my friend should put forward a 
recommendation of this kind at the present moment. I will just give 
you the figures. In l{>19, the figures were 1,700 for analysis and now the 
figurcui are nearly 4,tK)0 anil the work is increasing — about 3,00Q in ex- 
OWKS of what it used to Ik* and then the standard of unadulterated food* 
stuffg is now being woiked «>ut and thus additional work will be thrown 
upon the department. Tt then seems to me that it would be weakening 
the Health IVpartmeiit alti^gether if my friend's motion were Sccepted. 
The work is growing and it is bound to grow. Then (he cages of 
bacteriological examination af|i increasing. They come from all parts 
of the tnufassal ; I do hope that under the circjimstances, my friend will 
agree not to press his motion. We are watching th»»operation^ of this 
particular office^ Imi it Seems to me that there is not the slightest 
possibility of our to dispense with the services of the Director 
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of public Health Laboratoiy foi his services are likely to ^row with the 
increase of work of the deportment, 

Rfti MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BAhsdllfS I have listened to 
the statement ’of Sir Surendra Xath Hauer jea. I have driven uiy nmsons 
why I have come ^’ith a vesolutiuu which I have the honour of moving, 
M}* object simply is this and this only — we should reduce the charfres 
as far as possible. • No other motive would have persuaded me to come 
to the Council with a resolution like this. Sir Surendra Nath Hanerjea 
• says that the work i.s increasing and the fact is based upon fijfure.s and 
that there is no expectation of reducing the work of (his jmrticular otficw. 
Now ^be question ha.s as.sumed a ffrave aspect, I do not for a moment 
think, that if the officer be relieved, tin* w'ork will suffer. I j>re.ss f(»r the 
consideration of the Council that for many, many years, that is for al>out 
16 years, the work did j'o on .siin»othIy. Sir, whatever may be the state 
of things when the ITon’ble Minister tells us that he would watch ami see 
and try his best as far as pos.sible to solve the (luestion (bat I have raisetl, 
I do not like to press my,resoluti»>n at this stage, us I can get the informa- 
tion from him from time to time and I would come to know how far I 

was justified in coming to the Coum il with the resolution and, if it is 

necessary, I will move another resolution to the same effect, I have not 
abandoned that idea a» yet, hut 1 must take the word of the Hon’ hie the 
Minister who is in charge of Sanitation and who takes so much interest 
in it. I therefore withdraw* the re.solution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, w ithdrawn. 

Withdrawal of rtsoiutions. 

The following resedutions standing in the names of Mauivi 
Axaharuddin Ahmed and Rai Jogendra (’hunder (ihose Bahadur, respect- 
ively, were in the absence of the members, ddemed to be w ithdrawn 

‘‘ This Council rec(»rnmeiids to the (Jovernment that in every high 
English and middle English school, and in every junior madrassah in 
Bengal, arrangements he made for the teaching of technical and medical 
subjects in addition to the curriculum now in force.” 

‘‘ This Council recommends to the Government that quinirti ba 
mjtplied free to all charitable dispensaries an<l sold at every post-offiq« 
in Bengal in limited quantities at co.Mt price.” 

The following resolution standing in the name of Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawayly was, in the absence ofjithc raemln*r, deemed to bo with- 
drawn : — 

‘‘ f***® recommend,, to Oovern^ient that a .mail coiBmittee of 

official and non-officml electad membera of tbia Council, including at 
leaat ona medical ^an. be appointed to inquire into the circumaUncea 
and trutb or otherwiae of the alleged asaault bjr, the police, after the 
arreat of Mr. Chiraranjan Daa, the aon of Mr. B. 
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Rai Or. HARIDHAN OUTT BalHMiur! May I be permitted to more 

the rewjlution in place of Dr. Subrawardy? 

TN Hon*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I nae to a point 
of order. 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I am afraid you cannot move it. You 
are too late. 


Pay and alloniinoas of oflloers. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Lmove that this Council 
recommends to the Government that the hijfher authorities be moVed to 
sanction the stopping of payment f»f half of the increment in pay and 
allowances grunted to the covenanted and uhcovenanted officers of all 
services in Ilengal under the recommendation of the Public Services 
Conimission, urjtjl financial (‘oiiditions improve.” 

These increase.s w'ere granted, so far as I remember, during the year 
1919-20 and some portions in 1921 also. The question of financial 
difficulties arose since the year 1919. At that time the Government 
ought to have considered whether they were in a position to grant these 
increments. But they did not do so. I am sorry that, at this time when 
every one is clamouring for more increments and i^jiecial consideration on 
account of high prices of food and clothing, I should have to move a 
resolution of this nature, hut circumstances have obliged me to do so. 

In November last, in reply to a question of mine, it was shown that 
about Us. d5 or .% lakhs were granted as increment of jiay and allow'ances 
in accordam e with the recommendations of the Public Services roinmis- 
sion. 1 put another (piestion to ascertain what was the increment grant- 
ed on account of the economic pressure, and T got a reply — I do not touch 
that portion because the beneficiarie.s are men of limited income. So I 
thought it pro[>er that if any economy could bf effected under this head, 
it was r<*j[isonable that we should see if anything could be done in the 
higher services. 

When the Meston roiiiniittee considered the question of (he division 
of funds, so far as 1 have heeujihle to see, it was not pointedly brought to 
their notice that the increments of pay and allowance.s would place»the 
loanees of Bengal in a difficult position. I Indieve that aspect of tie 
question did not then strike the Bengal Government. There was some 
t*orrespondence after the recommendations of the Meston Committee were 
submitted. I r^n trace one submifled by the Hon 'hie Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea and another by Mr. Marr. In these letters it was not pointedly 
shown ibmt this increase of p%y, ect., would really mean a heavy deficit. 
The Meston ('ommittee took it that BengaPs capacity for spending would 
be about Rs. 1 crore and 4 lakhs. Out of this, Re. 69 lakhs vas taken as 
the contribution id the India Government and Rs. 41 lakhs ^ only was 
granieil to the Provincial Government. The finances of the Government 
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of Bengal were really in deficit- I believe, however, that the Govern- 
ment would not have granted the increments at this time, knowing full 
well that it would be very difficult to find out money. If there was a 
mistake made by the Meston Committee. I think that it should be 
remedied. We are trying our Upst to st»cure more money and eonsidera- 
tion from the India Government, and, if necessary, by taxation. So 
having regard to our difficult situation it would lx* a better and reason- 
able course to stop the payment, and so I have proposixl that only half of 
the increments granted should l>e stopped for some time until our finan- 
• cial conditions improve; up to that time it is essential that we should 
stop the payment ; if we do thi.s there will be a saving of over Rs. 17 lakhs 
a yev* T^ftt would beh fairly large sum and it cinild be more iisefully 
utilised in other directions. It is no donht a great hardship to the 
covenanted^ service asihe ipeinbers have to spend a gmxl deal of money 
in educating their children and maintaining their families at home. 
The cost of living has, to be sure, risen. Rut our point of view should 
also be taken. The deficit, at the lime of the division of fuiuls. otight to 
have been properly calculated; if it was not done theii i( sljould be at 
least done now. 

Wliat were the requirements of the province and what were the reven- 
ues available to the province, I have n(»l Imhmi able to trace ni un\ letter 
submitted by the OoT^ernment *»f Rengal to the Meston ('omiiiitlee. T 
really fail to understand why it was thought that this (»o\ crniuent « iMild 
afford to set apart Rs, I crore and 4 lakhs for increased eNpcmlitnre in 
other directions. It was the accepted pcdicy of the Conmiittee tliut the 
division should not be made in such a way as to comjiel the hn al (Jovern- 
ments to go into taxation in the very beginning of the em of the Reforms- 
If that was the idea, a mistake must have In^en made in estimating the real 
situation of the province. I believe, I am not wrong in saying that the 
question of what these increases would cost us and in what way our finance 
would be affetded thereby, was not seriously taken into consideration ; 
otherwise that aspect of the question would have been placed before the 
Committee, not incidentally hut by a culrulation of what the a(fual state 
of things would have been. If that was not done, I take it that it was 
a mistake and if, in our mistaken view, we granted increments to the 
•ervice, I say that that mistake should nWW he rectified so far as we can. 
I 4o no4 mean \p cut off the eiitire increments hut only half of it only up to 
mich time as our finances are restored to a favourable cmnIilion whence 
can properly remunerate public servants. Under this impression and 
with this view I say that it woul(^t><s a reasonable step to take. 

We Have three Bills now under consideration and if we can pass them 
we may expect to have Rs. 1 crore and 5f) lakhs or Rs. 1 crore and 40 
lakhs. We have got a remission of the Bengal contribution of Rs, 63 
lakhs a year to the India Government for 3 years. If after 3 years the 
ramtaaion^is withdrawn, and we are forced to pay, even the amount avail- 
able or collected by fresh taxation will not be sufficient to nteet our de- 
t%anda. Of course, we have cut down a good deal of 6iir «xpeiidi{are, thia 
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year we had to cut it by Rs. 68 lakhs and for next year the proposal is to 
cut down the normal expenditure to the extent of Rs. 80 or 81 laldis. 
Even then there is a dehcit of Hs. 20 lakhs and by the taxation Bills we 
cun add at the most Rs. 1 crore and 40 lakhs. That would not be suflB- 
cient to cover our re(|uirements if the Government of India wanted their 
contribution. We expect relief, no doubt, from further taxation Bills, 
but if those taxation Bills are not pas.sed what wouIdTte our position? 

lor capital expenditure we shall have to enter upon a loan policy, but 
how can we do so in our present condition when we are faced with a deficit 
to meet even the ordinary needs of the ailministnation ? So far as I < 
remember the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr is under an idea that we require Rs 11 
crores for ordinary expenses; Rs. 61 . rores for AtaWishment tnd nearly 
Rs. 1 crore and 70 lakhs for establishment, allowance, etc., so that we 
require over 8 < rnre.s for maintuininu our adminislration ; atfd over and 
above that we require nearly Rs. .1 crores for'education, for the Depart-* 
ment of Atrnculture and other things. How can we meet thenip Our 
income IS only a little over Rs.!) crores. Even if we get the benefit of 
the taxation Hills, we cannot go beyond Rs. lOJ crore, s. 

In this state of things I think it would be reasonable to do something 
by retrenching hajf of the amount granted for the relief of the highly 
paid Government servants. I am fully sensible of the hardship this 
resolution if passed, would entail upon the Government servants but ve 
cannot help^ We are trying our la-st not to iniisi-e taxation on the 
people but I am not urging the stopping of increase of pay. etc., just to 
get rid of the taxation Hills. My resolution is independent of that idea 
Even if we pass the Hills we should curtail the allowances. The mem 
bers of the Subordinate Educational Department have not been given 
any grant.s but m other departments men who draw big pay have been 
granted relief and it is in their cases, I think that we should, if possible 
make some arrangement . If the jmrtion to la- deducted be tuilf of the 
increment , it will give us a opnsidemble sum,pl money. If out financial 
^sitioi. improves. 1 do not pto,io,c that they should be deprived of the 

ertn then. 

to T h'-P*' "-ill be submitted 

to the Goyeinment of India. (V'"'''*‘»n''«“d as we are, I think it ie a 
reasonable course to stop a portion of the grant and 1 ho, a. this Hou»e 
^4* in niy remihition. • 

the*!!!!! **“',** *HME0: I heartily support 

the r^ution because last year in ^Budget speech I said that Th.. 

nrketty n up of Govemment had Wn patched up with 8uch henvv slaha 

b ""1'” 'he Indian Government 

«me to its re.scue. and within 12 months we have had to meet a 

India to be allowed to ,a«s the taxation Bills, and in consequence -are have 
got on til. le,iisl«tiv. anvil no 1... than three taxauC S 
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pending the decision of this Council. There has been but one voice in the 
ooontry with regard to the necessity for retrenchments, (lovernment had 
no justification for increasing the pay and allo\<unces of the highly-paid 
officials because there was no lock of eandidativs either from imlui or from 
outside under^tbe old cireumstnnees. Of course, wh«‘n a family is in 
sifiluent cir<‘umstancelf, it is proper that its memlM'rs should eivjoy a little 
luxury and indulg# itself in cream and butter, hut when w»' are met with 
.such a heavy deficit, and are not all a |K>8iti<»n to give iiu reaM's of pay 
• to deserving {x*o|de, it is desirable that the fK*ople who uie in the enjoy- 
^ ment of high remuneration, high salaries and ulhiwances should make 
some sacrifice. Of cour.se, this Oovernnient have not th(‘ i^over to naluee 
the salaricfl of the Indian Servicu*, hut they slmuhl tr\ tlieir hc'^t to get 
someVonee.Hsiun from the India (Government . When it has failed to do 
so, it may he obliged to ])asH some taxation Hills. It is als(» ]uo|K‘r for 
ibis Government to ask the Oovernment of India to allow them to keep 
a portion of the iiujyea.s<» of the pa\ and ulhiwances in ahevame Since 
the inauguration of the Reforms, people at large are saying, *' this is 
nothing hut an engine oroppresslon to grind the hones of th«‘ rate-iNivers 
with the sanction of a farger number of their popular repri'senlatives.’’ 
and. in the introduction of the fresh taruition Hills, they ha\u* found the 
justification of tliefr statements. The nnri-co-o|H’rators in the mufassal 
sav to th<‘m : “ This svstem of (#i>vernnient has Iwen given to \(»u in 
order to sijueeze >ou tighter and tighter fill ytm have become altogetlier 
ema« lated.” 

(tf course during the last 12 months we have passed many resolutions 
for securing some benefit t<» the people, hut most f»f them had to he post- 
poned for want of money. If the Keforms rnnmit give any h^IhriNi or 
blessings to tlie peoj)le exce]»t bringing in fre.vih tax4*s, of what use is it to 
them? d’he people who understand most, who advocate the lleforms, 
owe a r*uty to the people to show that the Reforms have got some real 
benefit for th^ui. Wjth this object in view, we must have larger sav- 
ings. Even if our present fnrome is sufficieM to maintain the establish- 
ment i|iid carry on the ordinary hiisinelM of Government, yet illero nre 
hopes and duties which must Ire lulfifli^d. There is no justification for 
the Refoims if they cannot ronh*r any blessing, any hrmn on the people. 
As tho ] eople cannot get proper medical treatment during their illness, 
and* pur^ drinking water, the Goveniinent have no justification for 
twinging in fresh taxation Bills and squeexing the people tighter and 
tighter. 

I think the resolution is a very'^good one and its recommendaiion 
should be flurried out. The grant of increases of salaries and allowauf^ 
should be kept in aheyan<‘e until brighter prospects appear^ in the 
country. 

MEMeSR in olMrgn of AmiNTMEIIT DEPARTMENT (tfM 
HonlNo Sir Honry Wlieoler)i This re^fotion is of a,, general 
character, and it purports to give ^ solution of our financial troubles 
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of a simple nature, though 1 cannot but feel a little apprehensive on 
reading that this reduction in the pay of Government servants is to cim- 
tinue until financial conditions improve.” I strongly suspect that the 
mover would more correctly express his intenlion if he said ” until 
the Greek Kalends,'' and in any case it is very easy to interpret these 
words as practically meaning perpetuity. For instance, suppose next 
year we are a little lietter off, it is perfectly easy to say that our 
financial wmdition has improved merely because we put on extra 
taxation; that must he first remitted. Again it is* perfectly easy to 
argue that our financial condition cannot he said to have improved so long • 
as we have ho many u»*gent demands u.isalisfied. .Therefore I 
that the resolution can interpreted^ in a way which would 
ceriiiinly surprise the unfortunate victims. 

The reMolution has been supported on geniTal grounds and with 
general arguments, and I do not propi'se to enter into a discussion of the 
details of ]>ay of the various Servie<*s involved.. It is obviously' 
imnossihle to do so in the course of one resolution, and details of that kind 
can only be treated singly as they come up So far as I caii make 
out, tile Services whii'h are covered by this resolution arc the Indian 
('ivil Service, Uie Bengal V’ivll Service Iwith on the Executive and 
.Tudiciul sides, the Forest Srrviee, both Tmfierial and Provincial, the 
Medical Services, covering the Indian Mo<lical ^eT\'\ve and Civil and 
Military Assistant Surgeons, Itbe Public Works Dejiartineni on tbe 
^fmpt^rial and Provincial sidea, the Educational Service, inchnlirig the 
Indian h^durational Service and the Bengal Educational Service, the 
Commerce Department in res|)ect of Tnsi^eetors of Fartoriea and Boilers, 
and Agriculture, as concerning the Iini)erial Service and some isolated 
appointments. The rang«‘ is obviously a large one, and in so far as 
reorganisations have Ih'cu carried out in these Services from varying 
dates. I tliinl, dating from 1919 onwards, and large sums of money 
liave Ihu'u drawn by officers on the faitli of th« tViders of the Secretary 
of State, 1 Uke it, it is n#ft intended by the Tno^e^ that these sums 
should be refunded. That would l)e practically inflicting a fine, pure 
and simple. But if the pro|M>saf relates to the future, T submit to the 
Council that it amounts to a repudiation of our debts and nothing less. 

Thus there are very few of*iis w'ho do nt>t fed the pinch of finandal 
stringency. " I cjin understand any private individual, as doubtlesf^ 
some of us have had to do, .saying, “ I cannot afford to live on this scale; 

I cannot keep my motor car or ponies, and must therefore get rid of 
them." But I cannot understand mny private individual who purports 
to conduct his affairs on honourable lines, saying: ” It is perfectly true 
that I must hate my staff of servants to run my business; I cannot get 
rid of them ; it is also perfectly true that I promised to pay them at cer- 
tain rates; but I am hard-up, and thexpfore their pay must be out.^ If 
that were done by a pritafe individual it would be stigmatised in rather 
un(x>tnp]iifieutary terms, ariH the ion is not materially different 
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action of that kind is sufCResttni to be taken by the State. Ajfain. the 
motor has suggested that half should be taken. Why stop at halfy 
If looney has got to be saved at all costs, and regiinUess of the method, 
you might as well take the ltd while you are alsiut it. It is well known 
that the revisions that have l>een given in res|H*ct of tln-M* S«*i\ices m 
recent years were givelt after prtdracted discussions, and in many cases 
on a consideration* of arguments upplicahlt^ not only t(» Hmigal. hut tti 
India as a w hole. Most of these IniiH^rial Services are recruitt‘d on an all- 
India hasis, lind after careful examination, it was agieed that unless 
• we offered certain rates of f»ay, suitaliie men could not Ih» recruited, and 
to the exteiU*. tliKt this is so. it is ohvious that tlo* pi'eseut si a Ics could 
not'^be ligbrty brushed asifle. ^ior is it tin* case that the iin*ieinents given 
to the Imperial Services, taken as a w’hoh*. liave lH*en in themsid vos exces- 
sive. t'onipftTlsons are iliitieiilt to make, es}MM*isilly as so inanv Serxices 
are now on a tiine-si'ale. sfiortK aft<*r the incivnients wcie gi\cii. I luul 
h cah'iilatioti made in^esisTt of the Indian ('ivil Service*, which proved that 
on the judieial side, offic »i -. wen* actually losing hy this ailed 

improveunfuit. wliile taking the Iserviee us a whole, the incnMneiits 
earueil by iiidivi(!uali|^ worked out to an absolnti-ly |nillrv sum. Another 
|K>int whieh is worth \ of tk^ (oiisideratioii of the ('ouncil, is that apart 
from the ordinary lionourahle relations In'tween .M ivaiit and employer, 
the Im|>eri:il Serviee.s jiave eeitain statutory r(}j:lit,s. and nnd(*r se<‘t ion 
IMI (H) of the (Government of India Ac.tf^ every |K*rson npiMiintcd, ln*fore 
the (’oinineiK en|ent of the (fovernmeiit ytf India Aei, !9I9, hy the 
.Secretary of Slate in (’oiimil to the n\il serviee of the (’lown in India 
shall retain all his existing or atcniing rights, or shall receive such 
< ont[M*nsation for the loss of an\ of Miein as the »S'cretarv of State in 
('fuim il ma\ consider just and cnuitahle.” S** evi*n wciv this (’onncii 

misguided aa to adopt this resolution, ami the loeal (lovcrnmeni 
so misguideil as to seek to enforce it, it would oiil\ in many cas<*s <*x|h»hc 
( toverninent to heavy ilviJUi f<n daiiiagf.s. 

Sii nnn h for the TnifH*nal Serxii es. 

The eas#f .for the Pfovim iul S<*rv is uq\ oiM*n to thcM* difh* lilt ioH 
under t»hat Act, hut eijualU in their lase. the .’iilniiK cments given have 
not liebn excessive, and curijmsly eiiongk in rejijM»ct of the Serviies in 
in mhic^ the enhanceiiients were possibly on a iM-tter scale Uiari in aimie 
others, nanielv. the Bf»ngal f'ix*f1 Servdee on tfie executive and judicial 
side*. I would remind the (Anincil that when our orders were brought 
out, the general tixmd of crHicinm egjiinst them, whfcb was voiced in 
ibis (*oui#il or the old om . was we were treating our oftiiers 

somewhat Hfigif*nerouHly. and when it was seen that certain other prov- 
im*e#i were giving a higher maximum we were criticised on timf h< i ounl. 

I^erefore. neither in the case of the Provincial S<^iccs in there n 
case for thia drastic action, and if we were m tinwiae aa t^^ccept thia 
what would b<* the effect jpf audl an act of repucluitioD either 

II 
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on the credit of the province dr on the feeling among the Services them, 
selves? Why is it only in the case of these Jinperial and Pronncial 
sen'ices that the arguments of the lise in the cost of living which ig 
constantly pressed upon us as justifying irnpro'^ed prospects for min- 
isterial officers and menials, is to l)e ignored? The only argument 
Jlahu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri is that w& ajce vlry hard^^p, and he ha*? 
worked out a theory to his own satisfaction, that these increments would 
never have bf^en given at all if the present financial position of the 
province had Ix^en foreseen. That theory is not based upon farts. * 
The improvement of the ptiy of these Services was overdue; the appoint-* 
went of the Public Sf‘rvices Commission in itself was overdue, and even 
after the Public Services ('ommission submitted its report, ifs considera- 
tion was e.\tra<»r<linarily delayed. 1 was Home tSeeretaiT at the time; and 
it was under ls)rd Hardinge’s orders that the consideration of the 
re[M)rt waS'hdd up during the war. Had it not been foY this, these 
imTenoMits would have been given to the Stoviees in HHO-17 or 1917-18, 
and to that extent tlie Services were deprived of an improvement of 
their proHjK’ciK whieli tlo'v bad a right to e\t« cr. I}ut" it is obvious 
that at (bat time, the Ttefornis afol tlieii changes were not foreseen by any- 
one, and this theory that, had it then })eeii knowoi liow w^e stand, these 
inerernents w’ould not hH>a heeu given, is one which will not stand 
f*xamination. Tin* imrements w’ere givioi, iMwause after ini|iiin' they, 
w^ere held to he justified under fte modern conditions of service, and were 
iieoessarv if w'e dusifed to reeniit for tlie Services of the future men of tlie 
typ<' who Joined them in the jKist In so far as men liavi^ he(*ii 
raernited ,s|H*cuieally oi^ these termv m no fOit Years, it is oto iouslv 
im|M»ssib]e mov to go hiuk u|>on them. For these reasons T trust that 
the resolution is not one whi< li will commoiid itself to tlie giMsl sense of 
the (\>uneil. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAtl CHAUOHURI: I am stirry that my real 
intention in moving this resolution has been TBIHunderstood. I said that 
if you have not the means to muKe these grants, Hlxwal grants, take tinie, 
and in the meantime improve your f>osilion nodi' then thiuk of continu- 
ing this. I ktidtf that these recommendations w'ere submitted . to the 
(lovernment of fndia loiig ago, but in 1919 there wnaa a change, tfhd this 
change ought to hi1^ol»een taken into consideration. Without consider- 
itfg our ability 4o manage, these uri^gements were sanctioned: they 
were mny^ssarv no doubt, hut .it the same time it ought to have been shown 
to the Govern m^Wi, of India that we wdre not in a jiosition to meet them. 
That has not been done; you can now’ do it in two ways, eithlir you can 
say that the Government of India must grant us more money so that we 
may be ia a })osition to maintain our household affnirs, or we shall have 
to rut our coat according to our cloth. Tt is very unfortunate that we 
an> hard pttwedt hut who is to blame? It we are required to maintain 
this costly staff, mpme arrangement should be mada. 1 
that we should not make these payments at all. Vy only proposal ti 
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that we should inform the Govemmeni' of India of our position, and 
ask either to be allirwed to stop these allowances for some time, or that 
liberal grlftits should be made to us to enable us to them. This is 
my proposal. The references are necessary for the sake of making our 
position clear. I do not suggest that ofticers should l)e asked to refund 
money which Ibas already been i>aid to Hiem, but I ^ply suggest that 
further payments should be suspended. My proposal is only prosptM tive 
. atol not retrosjHictiee. If you think tliat a time-liinit is necessary to 
give effect to my propiKsal, it can be done by altering the wording <d 
the resolution. ^Whcn w<* arc tinaoeially able to meet these ehaiiges, 
then we cam incur the lull exfwiidituie. I have no object i(ui to the 
alterafion of the wording of u»y resolution. Ou^^ troubles began from 
1919 when theae increments were grante<l ; we then saw that our financial 
j)osition would be worse, t saw the eorrespondeme in wliich it was 
strongly urged that Hengal’s contribution to the (ioverninent of India 
should not Im* progressive; the suggesti(»ii was that it should Im« fixed; 
this suggest iott was ((msidered even by the Joint Farliainenlary (Join* 
niitfee, and it was explained that our ])oHition was such that it would Im* 
impossible for us t(» manage without extra taxation, and taxation in the 
h<*ginning waeout Of the tiuestion in eonsideiujg the finaiieial s<‘tthMuent. 
If the Secretary of State Hintk'i that tlie ineivmeni** iilready granted sliotild 
flotV interfered with, and that this wo^d result in hardship, then in 
some other way weihonld he helped. If it is thoughtihat my suggestion 
is a rt*asonahl(* one, and that ae are really not in a pooUiAC^ to incur so 
much expenditure on account of our hoiiMdirdd iifTairs, we may he given 
relief in some other way. Whatever that way may lie, I think there 
would lie no harm in submitting this pioposal to the Oovernmenl of India 
for consideration^ 80 that we|hoiiId get spine substantial relief in some 
other direction. We should not spend beyond our means, otherwise we 
shall Im* bankrupt. *We are really in a bankrupt state as we have no 
nionev. We have matured some proposals for new taxati<in, but thiit 
is not sufficient to meet pur needs. Tn this state of affairs, it is reason- 
able that we should submit these consideraf io»a to the kigk^r authorities 
so that they may shoi| us a way to meet theim agd tell us what to do in 
the ciixmmatanees. T have not heard in rejily anything which woulu 
really induce me to withdraw fro]|| the position T have takerr. I there- 
fore commend my motion for the consideration of the House. 

On the motion being jmt, a division was taken wiA the following 
result — ■ 

AYCt. 


aaiMta, kiim naiiaawr, Maalvl Wmttmrntn. 
Mmm0, MaiAvl AsalwniMiM. 
aiMiMi, Maiiivi Hat iMmw. 

fclu l il ^far. 

Ag, Mr. tyei f rfaw. 



•arwui, ff«l SaliMi 
Ctmmmtvri, ••a* KftIwH 
etmwrnmrt, Itel mrmtnrnm. 

Oat, laOv MrtMuulev. 
tl aiisiw, Mawfvf MulMuiiiWitf Ma jaii er . 
Kmrtm, MawM AMut 
Karin, MwiM eaMil. 

Kina, MaaMl M a a rti aiMa. 
tfaiiraaiall, Mantlii. 
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on the credit of the province or on the feeling among the iSerrices them- 
eelvcM? Why iM it only in the cage of these Imperial and Prrmncial 
service# that the arguments of the ilse in the cost of livingj^ which i# 
cotiMtaiitly presHcd iijmiii us as justifsiug imp»o*'ed prospects for min- 
iMterial officerH and inenials, is to lie ignored? The onW argument of 
Bahu Kishori Mohan (’haiidhuri is that we ajpe v^ry hard-^pp, and he has 
worked ont a theory to his own satisfaction, that the*f»e increments would 
never have lM*en given at all if the piesent financial position of the 
province had Is'cn foiesecMi. That theory is not Imsed upon facts. 

1 he improvement of the |my c»f tliesc* S<*n’ices was overdue; the appoint-* 
inent of the Piihln- Ser\M*c*s f 'oinTnis.sion in itscdf was cm»rdue, and even 
after the* Public Servi(‘c*s < 'oI 1 l^nM^ion suhniittefi its report, ifs confuilera- 
tion was extraonlinnri^i’ (bda\ed. f was Home Secn*tan at the time; and 
it was under liord Hardiiige’s orders thjit the consideration of the 
refKjrt wao he Id up during flic* war Had it not been frtt this, these 
im reriients would biive la'cm given to the Services in 191(>-17 or P117-18, 
and tc» that ext4»nt the' Service's were deprived of an improvement of 
their proH|H*< ts wbiidi thev bad a right lo ex^ncT. But it is obvious 
that ut that time, the Thdorru'^ ami changes were not foresc^ti hy aiiy- 
oiH*, urul this theory that, hud it tlien bc*cii known liow we stand, these 
imreinents would not have lu'en given, is one which will not stand 
examination. The imreimoits weie giwn, hecinise aftc'r inniiir>' tjiey 
wc'ic held to he justified uudc*r rae tiuMlorn <'cm<litions of service, and were 
Tieoessary if Wc* deai|vd to rc'eruit for the ScTvic c'H of the futuie men of the 
tyjM' who hi^^fiM them in the jxml In fui as men have' Immoi 
l^ruited s|H*rilically oi#>.> thc*sc teiius in re( coit vc*ars, it is ohviousK 
ini|MisMihle now to go hack u|H>ri theun. For these rc'usons I trust that 
the reseduhon is not om* whirh will c'omnioad ilmdf to the gotnl sense of 
the Fcmm il. 

Bibu KI8H0RI MOHAfI CHAUDHURI: I »m laurv that my real 
intention in moving this resolution has been misunderstood. T said that 
if you have not the means (o make these giants, lilieral grunts, lake time, 
and in the mcuMitime improve your jMisition and then think of continu’ 
ing this. I ktidvr that the.se recommendations were .submitted to the 
(lovernment of India Icmg agci. hut in lUW there Wm# a change, tfud this 
cdiange ought to liUfTe Wen tak»*n into c onsidenition. Without consider- 
ing 0 ur aliility lo manage, these aritfhgeinents were sanctioned- they 
wi^re nec-essarv rr^lonht. hut the same time it ought to have Wen shown 
to the (loverumitfiof India that we not in a isisition to meet them 
That has not Wen done; you can now do it in two wavs, eitht^r you can 
say that the (lovernment of India must grant us more’ money so that we 
may W itiu position to maintain our household affairs, or we shall have 
to rut our coat according to our c loth. It is very unfortunate that we 
nn^ hard hut who is to blame? It we are miuired to maintain 

this ccistly staff, some arrangement should W mad#. I am nolJWtmosing 
that we should not make these payments at aU. My only prop^ U ^ 
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tkat we should inform the Government of India of our position, and 
ask either to he allowed to stop these allowances for some time, or that 
liberal grkfhts should be made to us to enable us to meet them. This is 
my proposal. ^The references are ne<*essary for (he sake of makijn^ our 
position clear. I do not suggest (bat ofticers slomld l>e asked to refund 
money which lias already Wen paid to tbeni, but I ^nly suggest that 
further payments should be suspended. My proposal is only prospec tive 
. and not retrosjHMtite. If you think (hat a time-limit is neiessary to 
^give effect to my pjop(»sal, it can he d4me hy altering tlo* wtirding ol 
(he resolution. ’^Wheii wr are tin.im-Mllv ahb* to nu'ct tliesi' changes, 
then we can incur the lull expeiidituie. 1 have uo object ion to (he 
ulterafion of the wording of my res<dutioii. troubles la'guii from 

1919 when theaeim rements were grant«Ml; we then saw that our Himin ial 
position would Ik* worse, t saw the correspoiuleiue in wlttrli it was 
strongly urge<i tliat Hengars contribution to the (iovernnient of India 
should not be pnjgressive; (lie sugg^'sfion was that it sh(»uld Im* fixed; 
this suggtjstiou was <*t»nsidered even by the Joint l*arliainentury Com- 
mittee, and H was extplaiiied that our posit itui was such that it woubl Iw 
impossible for us to manage witlicmt extra taxation, and taxation in the 
beginning was out of the question in ronsnhM'ing tin* finatu ial settlement. 
If the Secretary of Sta(«jhink'< tb;it tin* mi^vim'nts aln-ady grunted slnuiltl 
ftot*l>e interfejred witli, and tliat this wo^d result in hardship, then in 
some other way we*houI<l be helped. If it is thought ihat iny suggestion 
18 a reasonable one, and that we are really not in a to im ur mi 

much ex|ten<litiire on ai count of our looiMdiold 4iffuir.s, we niiiy be givefi 
relief in some other wa\. Wbatevei that way may W, I think there 
would lie no lianii in suhmiltigg this pioposal to (he Oovernuient of India 
for considerationr that we should got spine substantial relief in some 
other dinc tion. Wt* should not sptMid Wyoud our means, otherwise we 
sliall Ik* Imnkiupt. We are really in a barikni[>t state ns we have no 
money. We have njaturet! some proposals for new taxation, bu| that 
is not sufficient to nu»e| gur needs. In this state of affairs, it is reason- 
able that we .should submit these (■oii'xideratioita to (be higher authorities 
so that they may shog us a way to meet (hem, a^d tell us what to do in 
the eireumatances. T have not Inuird in rejdy anything which woulo 
real^^ induce me to withdraw fr(illl|the position T have lokeft. I there- 
fore commend mv motion for the ronsiderution of the House, * 

On the motion lieing put, a (^vision was taken the following 

result — 

AYft. 



KMrtmif Maolvf AMuL 
KartM, MaaM rasial. 
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Mltra, lUl BMkMiur MaMmlrA CiuMira. 
Il•ltra, Or. Jstlnara Nalli. 

MuMiarii, ta**! latltli CHantfra. 
MwlilitfJI, PrttM»ar 8. C. 

Nahty, Mtria Mutiammatf AU. 

Natliar, tabti H«fn CAaaira. 


Raaf, MaiHvi tOaii AMar. 

I Hay, Balm NaHal Natii. 

Ray CItaiiBiHirl, tUBjfi Sallaja NaNi. 
•alam, Kltaii Ba A afcr AMiia. 

I tarliar. tabu iaffaali Cliaatfra. 

I iulirawanly. Mr. Htitaya Mabaai. 
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Alwiiaa, Kban Bahaaur, Mauivl CmadudilkM. 
Almiad, Matihfl YaJiulnuadin. 

•anarita, Ifia Han'bta Sir iurcndra Nalli. 
•las, Mr. i. I. 

•ata, Mr. 8 . M. 

Chautfburi, ilia Haa bta tha Mawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Daa, Mr. 8 . R. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

OaLlala, Mr. J. A. 

Otfvalt Mr. H. P. 

Franah, Mr. F. C. 

Ohaaa, Rai Bahadur Jaitndra Chundar, 
Oaada« Mr. 8 . W. 

Naphyna, Mr. W. 8 .* 

Huntlngfard, Mr. 0 . T. 

Hua, Maulvl Ehramul. 

Karr, lha Nan'bia Mr. J. H. 

Khallan, Babu Oavl Fraaad. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Rahqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Tlii^ Ay«*H 'Ml unti 


Law, Raja Raahaa Caaa. 

MIttar, tha Han'bit Mr. F. B. 

Muhhar>aat Babu Nltya Oban. 

Muniah, Babu Nirada Babary. 

Faddar, Babu KaabaraNh 
! Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha^en'bia Blr AbdHif* 

Ray, Kumar 8 hlb Bhahharaawar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krlabna Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhury, Ra|a Manniatba Nath. 
Ray, MiAnaraja Bahadur Kabauniah Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. Bl)ay Fratad Btngb. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lallt Mahhii Blnfii. 

Ray, Raja Manllatl 8 lngh. 

8 lnha, Babu furandra Narayan. 

Spry, Mr. N. E. 

8 taphan«an,<Mr. H. I»» 

Euhrawardy, Dr. Haaaaa. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Waiah, Mr. C. F. 

Whaalar, tha Hpn’bie 8 lr Hanry. 

4'i, I 1 m* itmliMn uuM lost. 


SummonsBs and Notices in Civil suits. 

Bibu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARill: Thi> ( ouim il re<on.- 

jimmmIs lt> tlo* ( iovoj inuriit thul I'aily slfpii Im* taken to mtrodiMe servire 
of Mifuimmses uiul notires in all ri\il suiU, appeals and execution matters 
l^’V rc^nHl»‘ied post in fdui ♦* ol tlie existing *.01 \ ice of *.u< h suniinoiiHe.s and 
notir»*.s l»\ peon.s.'* 

I’liin residujion to inv nuii<i coiMcrns r.ainindars, mert’Kants and the 
p<MM , ail alike, and iii\ o|»jert in nio\ing it is to reduce the costs in Rtiga- 
tion, the hurassinent l<» the litigant puhlir and to lessen the oppression 
of the poor. It ivS a well-known fu< t that these pi‘ons often get tijm, and 
these tips vaiv actoiding to the journey they have to p«*rft>rni ii(|^ the 
Hdrvice of these suiniintitseH, and if (his gratihcation is not paid to them, 
the t*^Hult ip that they cause much antMiyaiue and harassment to the 
litigant public. In this way a simple rent suit often takes t! years to he 
«et(led Ihm ause if there are 8 or 10 defendants, ami if they li^ in several 
places, it is imi>ossihle to gt't a, 4 l*M'ree and to get such a small suit dispoaeO 
of quietly. If luy rt'solution l»e ai*cepted, all this trouble would be avoid* 
ed. In insolvency cavses at present this pr<M“edure is adopted, and all 
notices to the creditors are served by registered p^st. Even in cases 
where returns are satisfactory but the defendants do not appear in con* 
tested case.s, the judifiarv have made it a practice of issuing regti^red 
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post c«rd» to ensure that processes have Keen served. This shows that 
the judiciary have |^reat faith in the service of notices by I'egistered jsist. 
So I submit that it^ liig^h time that the old practice of serving suniinonses 
throufirh peons should l>e dime away u’ith, and in its place the service by 
regrii’tered poift adopted. This will shorten delay whicli is soinetiioes 
caused in the admin istfat ion of justice. So 1 submit that this resolution 
l»e accepted by the ('ouncil. If legislation is neceswiry, 1 do not think 
there would be any difficulty in carrying it throne'll . So I submit that 
a case has been made out for the adoption of the pioi eilure sujf^rested in 
• niy resolution in place of the old one. 

Bfbu IfEVI PROSAi KHAITAN: 1 b. to move an aniendnituit to 
this resolution that in motion i\o. 57, fo? the words “ in place of ” the 
words “ as an alternative (ujn addition to ” be subs! it uted. As amended 
the resolution w’ould run as follows: “ 1’his (’ouncjl leeommends l<> the 
(loverninent that early steps be taken to intioduce sejvir ** of summoiiseM 
and notices in ail civil suits, appeals and exeeution mattei^ b\ leyw^teieil 
poU# us ail altern^ti\e or^in addition to, the evi.stliiiLr »'Ci\n e of sui h niim 
mouses <ind notices by tH’oiis." 

d'heru»are two reason> uhich ha\e imptdlcd me to moxe thi*« amend- 
ment. The first one is that if the riosidution. as it Hlands, be aceepted. 
tlmre will Ik* necessity ot anooidinf' the t’lvil pMMeduie ('ode 'I'hc 
(’ivil IVisedure Code at pre^ellt proxides [iiimatil\ for service of Mim- 
monses and notices thron^’-h peons and as an altei native it piesc rilH's 
that these pna-esses ran In* served b\ i ej^'-i'.leied post Sir, if the wohIn 
l»e that servire by lej^istcicd post should be introduced in placi* of the 
existing service of such summonses b\ iwnnis, the r(*sul( will neressaiilN 
1 h* that this resolution cannot lie < allied into opeiation uithout an ainetnb 
ment of the ('ode of Ci\il Proceduie. The second reason is this; that 
there are places at whiidi it would Im‘ iimre convenient t4) serxe these 
iegul pnM'esMeH by ineann of |M‘ons instead of (hrouirh lej^istered post ; for 
example, distant villages, villai;<‘H in wliiih there is not a siit isfai’lorv 
arraiijfeiiient of |M»stal service, 'Plie Inrst iiie(ht»d of seivi<»* of lejful pro* 
relates is that at present adopted by the Sitmll (’auses Couit; lloTe the 
practice in that when a suit is filed a iwect-card is at om e sent to the 
defendant, and the defendant at once knows what date is fixed and the 
hour of*the suit, and if there is anv iiiameuvrinjf in the service of sum- 
mons on the defendant, the defendant, c*ojfnisnnt of the date hnd 

hour of the suit, >roes 4o the court, makes inquiries, ifets a c-opy of the 
plaint, enters an apjM'arance and fili^ a written statement. The reason 
why Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji has introduced this resolution is 
primarily to get rid of the disgust caused by the non-service o^^iimmons 
when the return made is that the siittimons ha4i lieen actually served. 
Some years ago, before the re<-eiit Innovation was adopted by the ('alcutta 
Small Cauaee CouK, a person sitting in bis house found himself at once 
arrested on a writ of warrant without any service of summons or of the 
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notice of execution, and the first knowledge be had of the suit was that 
the bailiff came and arrested him. Xt was that reason that impelled the 
Small Causes COurt in Calcutta to adopt the salutary practice of first 
sending a post card and tlien serving the writ of summons. Courts Jiave 
the authority of serving legal processes through registered post ; under the 
(y’ivil Procedure Code in cases in wbirdi the party who has to get legal 
prtnoHHi'H Hcrveil, hut thiiiks that it w^uihl Ik‘ very ex^usive or it would 
Ije very inconvenient to have the pnK-ess served through a peon, the Court 
has the right to order service of the process hy means of registered post. 
In some cases, this practice has been followed hy the Calcutta High * 
(%)Uri. TJnforlunalely, this practice Ims uot been followed to that degree 
to which it ought to have heen hy the other Coifrts; and there*fore ^ hope 
that this House will accept iiiy amendnierit in order to impress upon the 
judiciary that this is an alternative method^which can Im* followed anu* 
sometimes it can l>e done in addition so that tire defendant or otlier piiriy 
upon whom u notice lir»s got to he served may get due notice of the suit oi 
action or motion against him. 

• 

• 4 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: Tire<diiect of the resolution is to simpli- 
fy tire proi’ediiie for service of summonses and notices, etc., in civil suits. 
^I’lie present |»r«H edur’e of tli<* Code of Ci\il Proc«*dure lor the service oi 
summons, etc., is loefTecI personal service wherev«v pos'-ihle on the idepti- 
ficittiori (d the |«itt\ who taki's (oti the [uim'cs.s If service h\ the jxrst- 
oflice i.s to he sulistituted for the present nietlHul of service, and the ideiiti- 
fteniion of the postal peon suhstituted for that of (he juirties, it will 
leave u wiile diKU' open for fraud; at (he same time consider able ditficulties 
would arise if the fact of thr‘ service he di^juited. The postal jreon, in 
that case, will ha\e to lie exuinined. If the [lostal pe<ui in the meantime 
Ire (lismissed m (runsferred to other liistrii (s, then the difficulties of the 
parti«*s may he better imagined than deH4*rihed, because* the parties would 
have to resort t<» the p<ist-office for service of processes ujion the transferred 
or dismissed pettn to secure his attendance in f'ourt to give his evidence, 
and the result would he a considerable loss of time rn (he adjudication 
of suits even of Himili value. Even if the processes Im* really served, the 
parties wouhl not fail Ui take advantage of such uncertainty in the service. 
Moreover such a system w<»uld give lisc to mat>\ coiTuptiQfis in the postal 
service. The diHiculty of postnl service would Ire the more whereyt/rd/ifi- 
ashin ladies and illiterate men are concerned. In their (‘ases the objec- 
tions would Ire eitluM’ non -service -of prinesses or fraud. No doubt postal 
service is an easy method of ^ifrvice, and the pro|>osal for the injgoductioii 
of such a methirtl of service was pade Ire fore ; but^mfter'^emisidering the 
pr<n and^’ofw of such service, tlTwas pit adopted Tjegislature. 1 

, ihetefore object to this resolution. j 

MiMtER in BhirgB of iUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tfP 
Hon*Mt Sir AMmr*RBllifli)! I rt^gret that ^ I am unaUe to 
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accept eiili«r ih© resolution which has been moved by Babu Satish Cbaiid- 
ra Mukharjl or the amendment propi^d by Mr, Khuitan. Th« question 
raised is one of great difficulty, every one who is familiar with the busi- 
ness of the courts knows that the question of proi»er and efficient 
seivic-e ol suinmons i^nd other processes is resixmsible for a great 
dea|*of litigation; .and if one could uvt>id all this htigatiim by the 
simple process of ixisting a letter to the address of the defendant or 
the respondent, it would lx* a very great Imhui indeed to the eountry. 
Til find a solution of these diffieulties, the High (’ourt has frunuHl 
*eialK)rate rules assisted hy a<lvisorv <oiiinntt4M*s eoinjxised of exjie- 
riencecl .lajiyers; for it ^is the functitm of the High ('ourt to dei ide 
what rules are appropiiate for, the serviee of pris essos. Many ditiii ult 
questions of hiw Lave arisen in eoniieetioii with the serviee of protesses 
and the High Court has, fr«n time to time, devoted its attention to the 
lies! wajrnf sedving the difficulties. But I am afraid the remedy is not 
so .simple as is supposed hy the mover of the resolution or hy Mr. Khaitan ; 
Kuja Heshee Case I^aa lias very succinctly and cleaily [lointed out some 
of the main difhi^illics in the way of a^lopting the suggestions. 

'fhe courts rtMpiin* that, in the fiist iiistniue, wlouever pnic'liiahle, 
the service must he peisorial and ev«*rv means should he cxliaustcMl l»\ the 
( ourt to see that fiersonal service cannot he cfTectetl hefoie (irdering sul>- 
siiflited .service. One of tlie difficulties always experienced l»y Judges is 
as to when substituted service sliould Ih‘ ordered. 'I'fie law iLh^s in certain 
cases contemplate serviee hy registered post, hut the courts often hesitate 
a great deal for the reasons uhieh haxe Iwen explained by Uajii Keslux* 
Ofte I>aw in ordering such service; and I think the Couioil should not 
take upon itself the responsibility of nuommending that servir i^ of pro- 
eeasaa should ordinarily be by means of regi.sfered post. If y(»u jM»st a 
letter at one end, you have still to pioxe that the letter g(»t to itn tlestina- 
tion and no end of <lifh( nit le^ arise there. It wouhl Im» a riskv thing 
ti> lay down that service of prfM i*sseH sftould ordinarily Im* b\ means tif 
postal letters. Mr. Khaitan has cited the case of the Cab utla Court of 
Small Cauw'S and of the practice in the Original Side of the High ('ourt ; 
but the cimditibriK of Cab iitta ar»- \erv different fr^m tliose in the imifas- 
anl. Here also, the court rrujuires that service should lx* fSTHonal as far 
as possiye. I tkink therefore that the laatter cannot be dealt with in a 
sumniar>' way by a resfdution of this Council and I would strongly advise 
the Council not to accept the resohitioii,»^ 

iabu iATItH CHANDRA MUKHAR^H} The remarks made hy the 
Hon’ble Sir At^-ur-jE|ahim show that ’Ihe Matter is not so simple as it 
appears to me. hdtltre difficulty Is In adMionaf ground, it seeifts to me, 
that the experiment should be mide. Mr. KhaifAn has suggested an 
amendment and it seems to me thliT no great harm would be done in 
ac^pting his suggestion. The amendment shows that it is an alter* 

native measure wkicbmigbt lie adopted at the discretion of the court. 1 

• • 
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will illu«trat<» fuy point by uii example. In a case, there might be seyer- 
il defendants noine of whom might be residing in distant places. In swch 
i ease, the pra( ii<‘e is in issue a summons to those places, perhaps two or 
Ihiee hundred miles away ami the summons is served by peons who are 
>ent to these plares. It st»metimes happ(*ns that they do not serve the 
Humimnis, So if Mr. Khaitun’s amendment be aveepted, much diffi- 
culty will be avoided and the ('oiirts w'ill be the best judges in the matter. 
Tin* UM'ii »>u the spot will «'.V4‘i( ise tliiMi discretion. I think therelore 
ihut my resolution, iisumemled by Mr. Khaitun, if adopted by the Council, 
vill reduce the lost of litigation and embai rassment to the litigant 
lublic and also shorten litigation. 

TH0 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Do \ou then ar-cept the amendment 
:*rof»osed by Mr. Kbaitaii? 

BNbuSATISH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: les 

'J'be motion, us amended b\ Habii Debi I'rasad Khaitaii, was then put 
mid lost. 


Withdrawal of resolution. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I nndi *rstun«l that Mr. Hijoy 1‘rosad 

'Kiiigii Hoy lias wiltidiawn the tidlnwiiig motnin : 

lliis t'lMinci) Hu’oinmends to the (tovfouiuent Ihut in filling up 
'..ouncies uimoig the sfigeants in the C.ili iiltu Police. Indians of resp»‘<’t- 
iibb* jmrentage, gooil diaructci and education be liemctorlh appointed, 
III! the mnnlMT of Indians 1 m Mt |m*! cent of the total strength of 
3<*rgeants in iheUulcutta INdne,” 

Reoruitmetit to Subordinate Judicial Service. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: This ( onm il recoiii- 

iiients to till* ( <o\ eminent that a repn*.sentiiti\c committee lie apfiointed to 
iiume lules under section 7 (i*) fd the Hengal, Agra and Assam Civil 
Toints Act, 1S,S7 (XII ot IS,S7). for nMnutinent to tJie siiliordinatc judi- 
rial service so as to secure ade(|iiule lepiesentation f(»r all important 
romniunities." ^ 

I feel no hesitation in mo\ iiif^ this restdulion though 1 must ( oiifess 
! tread on dangerous ground, but with a eeiiain degree of sympathy 
Imm my Hindu brethren, a certain a mount of generosity, a certain 
umouul of justiee tempeied with merry, 1 think that the task^if all will 
1 h* eoiisiderablx lightened. Tliiake no lames of the matter that thia reso- 
lution hm been inspired by the slim kfhg dinjairity which was revealed by 
il question asked in this (^»uneil by Mr. Sye^ Erfan Ali on the 6th April, 
1921, in the niiriilwr of Hindu niiinsifs and uiunsifN of rtther communi- 
liee. The numWr, as far m I remember, waa 293 aa againat 14. 6 of 
vhtuir ^are offioiating. This disparity is jat^yfreat that it cannot Iw 
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explained by the briliiant attainmenU oi Hindu vakils or by their pi«- 
pooderating numbers in the profession, or even by the fact that their 
fort)t*ars were previously in the judicial S4*rvic‘e, or their siKiiisors were 
men of rank and eminence. Intrinsically, there must ls> •«oiue<hing 
wrong in theVay these appointments have l)een made. Hiey appear to 
a large extent to h^ve been guidetl by accidents and not l»v rule Suiely 
there is no member here, except one fanatically itu'liiie<l, wht» will say 
that the nuinbt*r represents a just prt^»ortion, or that no effort should 
be made so as to scH’ure conditions as may make for better justice, and a 
* more reasonable rule in the matter of appointments. Uiulcj sub-section 
I c»f the 4^t, it is the High t'ourt that dominates and the (J.»\ emmet t 
is compelled to appoint Those whom the High ('ourt has iiominuteil. 
Under section 2, it is open to the (Mtvernnieni, in consultation with the 
High (’ourt, to fntme nilesrfoi apiadiitment, if it desires to do s«» and my 
request is that rules be so frame<i as to make for bett«M (omniuiiut 
representation. 'I’lie ( ’oinmittee of (he High ('oiiif, I understand, 
consists of one judge, who. eminent thougli he is, cann4>t possibly do 
justiie iMotweengcommuait les if the principle itself i> wanting. I am 
merely asking that (he rules be S4» (rained as to make for better i om- 
munal representation, lhawn as the incumbents will be from the same 
ranks as hereiobne, the i ause of justice will not suffer, and if we a< know- 
ledge that in the matiei of appointments, {luiest |usti«e td the abs(ia<i 
type is never effec ted. I soe im reason wh\ attentnm sinmid not be paid 
to the ( lamant needs of fUhet coiniuuiiit ics foi the |H‘ii|Ui-ites of Stale 
ap|>ointments. (loveinment has pnisiied a jHdn \ to a huge i‘x((‘nt of 
appointing men id both the communities in a certain proj>ortion, and one 
M‘cs no reason w hy in this de{»;it tment as well, the cause of justic e not 
Isung im}>uired, the same at ttoit nut should not Im» ^ |inicl to eoinniuna) 
interests. Kor again, I |»ut it to (he menilNMs. that the (igures clearly 
ie\f‘al an unjust state of things am! must 1 h* n*c(ified at the ciniicst jwts- 
aible opisirtunity, so that all coniinuiiities may })uriici{»iit4*, where the\ 
desin* t4> do sit, am! where they have shown themsidves worthy of it. in 
thi* administration of tin* (ouiitiv, even in tin* judicial dejtarlment . I ran 
assure the memlxws that it d(H*s not pleasr* me io press forward Miihaiti- 
rnadaii claims. 1 w'otild far rather that Hindu niemlNUs realising the 
jii.stice of our claims supfsirterl it with lM»tter gra<‘e; I can assure 
them Hhat. desiring as 1 do consider all irs Indians, f do 

not wish to acc€njtunte the diffenuices whir h makes them triernls’rs of 
diff^erent communities. But we cannot ignon» the hard facts of 
existenc^ Buhlic siTvices form for the )»res4*nt and will form for 
some time to come the sole avenue #«r a large se< tion of the edii- 
cateft (ommuniiy, and give rise to cetiain advantages of C4^{s*terjc v% 
leisure and means, which no community can ignore, ho«'evi*r exalted its 
patriotism. For let us lay down an unassailable proposition (hat the 
nation can only rise out of mutual forbearance belwaiu the iw«i rotii muni- 
ties, which is only ppstihle^irhen Udh are e4|ually strong, sell-resfiecting 
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and mutually re»ijecting, which is only i) 08 «ible when both- participate 
equally in the adminiHtration of the country; and to my mind, a time 
will come and will come noon, if you do not push back other and 
weaker coiiiniuniticH, when there will be no need for this insist- 
ence and all' «oin muni ties wil} march side by side, equally stronf^T, 
e(|ually etticient, towartls a stronger and a united India. 1 would 
Iheretore retiuest rny Hindu brethren, if they grunt the Muham- 
itiudons certain rights commensurate with their ability, with their 
imfK>rU»nee, with their needs, consonant with justice and equity, 
to NupiKirt this re(|UCSt which wil! give to other communities what is their 
due, and which, wilder the existing arbitrary syi^tem of choice, they can- 
not secure. I would recjuest the Oovernment too to accept this resolution 
whi«;h attempts to move a just grievance, whi< h (lovernment itself has 
rwiognined in the departments which are dire. tly tinder it^ control. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I cun at om e say t>n ladialf of the 
(Jovernmeiit that we ha\e e\er\ sympa!h> with the object underlying 
this resolution, (lovernment iiavo attempted, w herever possible, to give 
effect to the prim ijde that tiic ini|>oitani conmunnties of this province 
should be adequately lepiesenteil in the ptililic s* ni(es; hitherto, no 
dttuht, the j)osition of Muhammadans in the jiublic services of Hengal, 
generally, has not hecii adequate having legurd to tjieir number. Hut, 
the same time, it has tt> Is* reiognised that in the mutter of education, 
until lutel> , t}u‘\ have been liackwaMi and that is one import, Hit 
reason why llo'y do not or« iip\ the same jiositmn in the public services 
as their Hindu hrethieii So tar as this partii ular resolution is concerned, 
while the (lovernment has ever\ sympathy with its object, it must l>e 
made clear, as the muvei of the resolution ha.s himself admitted, that the 
(lovernment only ni^kes appfiintnient of jiersons who are selected (»r 
mmuniite<l b\ the High Court. The High Court in a matter of this 
nature is the Is'st jmlge as to the qualific ations required for these appoint* 
ments. The figures which have been c ited by the mover are extremely 
deplorable, but at the same time, it mu.st be remembered that the numljer 
<»f Muhammadan qualified c andidates for appointment in the judicial 
HCTvic'e has Ihhmi limiti*d and. so far as I cun rcMcdlec t, only a 
small pro|K)rtion of tliese candidates were rejected. There are 14 
Muhammadans. I Isdieve, now in f!be judicial st*rvice, or somethiug like 
that number, but within the lasOhrc'e or four years, I believe*, almost 
all the eligible Muhammadan candidates exc*ept two^ or three were 
accepted by the High Court. The question however, has been brought 
numv than onc'e to the notice of the High ('ourt and the U<3Weniment 
is inedined to hope that the High (%>urt will, in making selection.s for 
appointment to this servic e, give every coweideration to the need foi* 
* better representation of the Muhammgdan community in that service. 

With regard to spfcific suggestion fot the appointment of a oom- 
inittee I may tell the mover that the eelection doea not lie with one 
Judge only but that the Selection Committee of the High Court a 
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composed, I think, of three learned Judges who make the SiJeotions and 
their selections, I believe, are soruiiuistHl by live Judges. The utiuies 
are then sent to the Government for apimintinent. The question o^ 
appointing a representative romniitU»e not p(^rhap.s in the senna* intended 
by the mover 4m t a eomiiiittee in which, for instance, tha liar might 1 m* 
pro|j|erly represented, was considered, but it was held that it would not Ikj 
desirable to introduce outside element into a comniitt«*e this nature. 
That is the position. At the same time. I ought to say, on Is'lialf of 
the Government, that we are conseious td the fact that in the jmiicia) 
• service the Muhammadan element is very meagre and whenever properly 
qualified (uindidates are fortheoming that element ot|||ht to l>e made 
stronger. 

As regards the rule.s, I may tell llie ('onnril tliat n<*\v rules are at 
prest*nt lieing framed in consultation with the High ('ourt ind tht* 
point under discussion has also been taken into consideration ; hut thete 
are difliiMilties, as 1 ha\e sai<i. in fniming the rules in the maimer sug- 
gested by the mover, ! am tl»t*refoie iinuidc to acjcpt the ,s|s‘citir’ sug- 
gestion made in#the rc'^ilution. but I can assuic the House mo e asiam 
that tlie (iovernimuit has every sMiipalhv with tlie ohjeci of llns lesolu- 
lion and will try its 1 h*s( to meet the wishes of tin* luovei 


Mr. HU8EYN SHi^HEED 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 ask the Uoi. ble 
MemlsT if he has received an\ assurance from the High ( ourt that the 
( laiths of the M uhanimadans will Im* eonsidered in making future 
appointments Y 


The Hofi’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The High ( 'ourt IS prepared to say 

that whenever suitable .M uhainmadaii candiduteH are available tin ir 
I lainis will Is* dulv eonsnlerisl 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEE0 8UHRAWAR0Y: That scareely 
saiisBes me, Is'cause tlie H:gh ('ourt will not sav that it has t timed 
away any suitable Muhammadan candidates. Trt my knowleilgs, Sir, 
Muhammadan candidat4*H oi a certain degree of suitability and 
emineiHMi, such eamlidates as who has }Miss4*d the H.Ti. examination in 
the first division, have U'en turned away ami preferf*nc<^ given to Hindu 
candidates who had jsisschI in the seecjul division. 1 do acknowledge, 
Kowevef that the condition of the Mhbammmlans as fur as eiho’ation 
is eoDcerned has lM*en deplorable, but surely the. figures against 

14, are not a true index of the degree of depi ora bility. I do not 
aeknowlcMlge that Muhammadans are so v»*iy inferior Ui their 
Hindu breHiren as to lx* represented by 295 against 14. I do not ucknow- 
ledge again tb^t the High Court is the liest judge for the apurjsise. 
The HoD*ble Member has saitT that the rommitU*e is composed of Eve 
Judges, but it is an open seoret, known to ever)' eandidate who baa 
•ougiit an appointment in the judicial iMuwfce, that it is only one 
Judge who makes these apfioiniments, and the committee of three or 
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five Jufif(es making the ffeleetions is a mere farce. If there was a 
committee of the whole Hifih (hurt, an there iff in Madmfi, U> make 
the ffelectiooM, that would no doubt have l)eeD satisfactory. But as condi- 
tiims Htand ut I ]noB.s this resolution, because 1 want the hall- 

murk of this Council to the effect that communal representation be 
jfiveii a<ie(juute <‘onKideratiof) in the rules that are bein^ framed. Jhe 
Hon’ble Memlsu- has said that rules are lieiuf^ fniiued and that communal. 
repreM'utation forms a ceria;'» item of it, hut theie are d.thciilties ; and 
1 want the hull-uiurk of this CouikuI that we are anxiously dt'siroua that 
c’oinriiunul representation b<* j^i'en adequate consideration. 1 am • 
thcrehire uniihle to withdraw the res<dutu>n. 

'riu* niotioti W’lis then j»ul and carried 


Aniitaiit Secretary, Judioial t>apartmeilt 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Tl in Council rccoinuiends 
to the (ioveriiniciit that lie* Assistant Secretary. Judicial Ihqmrtrnent , 
1 m‘ ri*cniitc<l fioin tlie rank » id tlie Ihui^ai ('!»ii SenfSce i Judirdul) 

J’hc restdntion onl\ ashs foi a small incri y and deiiiulids only a 
hare iicl id jtistice whiih has Is-cn tlenied to the mcinlHUs t>f an inijHM- 
tunt lu'aiM li of the Bengal Civil Seivicc, r/c., (he Judicial. 

It may la* in the recollect ion of this House that last year ttwiit^ to 
’* the iiicrcasi of work <luc ‘m the Hefoini Schefiu* and the iiet'd of jfree- 
ifi^^ the Secielaiv fioiu ha> in^*’ to do jmrely ^online work” the |>oHt 
of an Assistant S(‘crelar\ in the Jmlit inl Departnuuit was created and 
that an undergraduate I)efMit\ .Majristrate was ap|Munted to the |»osl in 
prefciencc to some wcll-(jualihcd canilidates fiom the Judicial hram h 
of tie* SCI \ ice. J’hi* tiamc.s of thesi* raiididutes w(*ro- - - 

The Hofi’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I ris 4 * t4» a |s>int of order. Arc 
We considering^ the merits of the camlidat^'s ^ 

Rei HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am referring' to the 
other candidates only to |M)int out Unit well-ciuulifiiHi meitilM*rs of the 
jmlicial wrvice als4i applied for the jiost so that no such reply mijfl.t 
1 m* ji^iven hereafter that there were no (andidates from the judicial 
m‘rvice. 

The names of the other candidates with the siatemont of their 
({ualiffcatituiH. us jfiven by the Government, an* Babu Anan^a Mohoii 
liahiri. n.i .n., a s<*nior muiisif. Biibu Madhu Sudan R<>y, b.l., a munsif 
with excellent nnuird as a Ht*ttlement office i . and Bahia AsuiosK 
Mitni, M.A., H.i.., another miiiisif. Cnder.such circumstances there were, 
as it Wat nut u ml, ath-erse comments in the jiress and even aonee 
moderate )iap«*rM very tirkfavoumbly criticised the appointment. The 
Council was also not slow to inc(uire why such was the case and Bir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri pointedly asked in last Anirust why, in spite of 
the fact that there were already three Assiftart Secretanes from the 
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mimbent of the executive nervit^ umi mme fn)m the ranks of the 
jii^cial service, a deputy iiiaf^istrate was apiwnnted as Assistaui S«»ere- 
tary in the Judicial D<»i>aHmeiit. The llon’lile MenitM*r in char^fe 
was plenpefl to reply that “a deputy iiiaffi.strute has lH*eu ap|Knnted 
as the iHwt /^Njuires administrative ex|H*rieiire of a chiino’ler 
a n^enilier of the ^executive M»rvire has opportunities of ao<|uiriiifr,” 
Now, Sir, this is a reply whi<'h laii justly Ik* res«*iited \n all the meniU is 
of the Provincial Judicial Service. It is a reply which brands them infer- 
ior as a cIa.HS and roundly dcclan*s them unfit for Sf»cr 0 tariaf work. It 
is a reply w^hich ignores that it is they who administer the whole t ivil 
administration in sulKlivisi<t!i.s and soineliimv. on pronuition oven in dis- 
tricta. It is a n»ply wtiich, to sa> the least of it. robs IVter to |my 
Paul. 

Put there are other <'^»si<lerat i<»!is Imv- con.sideiut ions to uhich 1 
ha\e refeiri'd i cfore ami which ouirht to wo'^^h witli thosr who will 
attempt t(» undt^rstand the full sijfnificame of smh a resolulnui the 
full nmnsuie (rf the imM|iijt\ of the present a. ; uni^^omont Sir. then* 
are now four Aisistant *Se< retaries to the (ioverninent all h‘1c« led from 
the memlK*rs of the Pn»viiMMal Executive Ser\ ice and none from (he laiiks 
of the judicial s«*rvi<‘c. “ Aihninislialixc c\|HMiencc of a charBct4*r, etc.*' 
are no doubt (‘onvenient phra-cs whndi (‘an mak(* up for want of Cnixci- 
skly cert ifi (‘ales, and*! do not deny their utility, hut ceitainlv catch- 
phruM's should not create i hisi'-pn'serves nor shihlKili'ihn a mono|sily. 

l^astly, 1 should recpiest all to consider if judo ial ex|H*iience and 
service cun l>e considered as a disipialification for Secretaiiat w<uk in 
the Judicial IViKirtment. Whatexci cUe may Iw the duties of the 
S<‘cr<‘tary or the Ansistant Secretary of this Ih'iHirtinctit , rcriainly 
exfK*rieiice of judicial work and knowledge of tin* ic«juiicmcnts tif that 
servu‘*‘ cannot Is* an iinm*( cs-iur\ (pialifit atioii (hi the rontiaiN, only 
a member of the judicial s«*rvice can 1 m* w'ell-e(iuilip(*d and well-fitted 
for the fX)st. If not, and if a mciiilM‘r of the Provincial .ludn ial Service 
is unfit to discharge even the “ routine w(»rk ” of (he S(*cretary <^f 
that de|>artment why, considering? (he (setter oj>|ioi tun i ties to ac<|uir6 
administratiive exiterience, shoald not a Ihstricl Ma^ristrate l>e 
ap(K>inted to the |irK»t of the S4*cretHlfv of the Judn ial l>e)«irtnient and 
one who has served as a District Judf?e and fK'rformed judit ial duties 
afiouhf be ap|ioin(ed instead ^ Hut probably 1 forj?et that then* is the 
hall-mark of the Indian C'ivil Service, 

Ndw .t4) sura up, my arjfuments are: in the first tda(*e, why should 
not ottfvpost of Assistant Secretary out of the four, now manned hy 
officers of the executive branch, he thrown open to the memliers of the 
I^rovinrial Judicial Serviced Next, whether the post of th« Assistant 
S^^cretary of (he Jodietal Depar(nieii( is not a |K)si w(>a the roefiil>era 
of the judicial service t«^n justly claim ? And thirdly, whether serxdce 
in the iiidirial line can at all la* a disc|uaii6caimn for (he postf* 

With these few words, Sir, 1 beg to move my ^resolution. 
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fiv« JuflgVH making the nelertions i« a mere farc^. If there wan a 
(committee of the whole High Onirt, an there is in MacCms, Ui make 
the NeleetioriH, that would no douhi have lieen satisfactory. But as c‘ondi> 
tions stand at prewoit, I piess this resolution, because I want the hall- 
mark of this (JouiKil to the effect that cominiinal repiesentation be 
given ade<)uute coriKidenition in the rules that are l>eing framed. «Jbe 
Horrble Memls^r has naid that rules an* l)eiug franieil and that communal 
represioitaf ion forms a certain item r>f it, but theie are d.fH(‘uities ; and 
1 want the hii))-murk of this (‘oiincil that we are anxiously desirous that 
communal rej>reHentation Is* given udeijuate considenition. I am * 
tlierefoie uiiuble to withdraw the lewilutioii, 

Tin* motion was then put and rarriiM] 


Assistant Secretary, Judicial beparrment. 

Rai HARENDRAHATH CHAUDHURI: T) is Council recommends 
to the (Government tliat lie* ANsistaiit Se(*rf‘tarv, Juditial l)i*|>aiinient, 
Im* reiruited from (he rank* of tfie Bengal (’r*.* iSerfice ^Jutlician/' 

'l ie* reHoluti<in onl\ a^l-*, foi a ^mull meicy and (h*mands only u 
han* act of jtiMt ice whicli InO' Imu*!! deitied to the mernlsTs r>f an im}K»j- 
tanl hratich of tin* Bengal thxil Seixne, n:., the •lielicial. 

It may Im* in the rerolleition of tins Ilotim* tifat last yeai owing* to 
the iie reasi of work dm* ♦*» the Hefoim St heim* ami the need of free- 
ing (he Se< ielary fiom Ino iiig to do purelx :oii(im* work " tl.e jsist 
of an .\ssiHtant Seeretaix in (lie .helirial Ih'paitment was rrt‘ated and 
(hat an umlergradnate Deputv Magistrate was ap|H»nited to the |M»st in 
[irefereme t(» nniue weil-(|uuiitied I'undidates fiom (he .fmlina) hiam li 
of (lie ser\ ic4‘ I'he names of tliese eamliilates ™ 

ThS Mon*blS Sir ABD»UR«RAHIM! I ns4* to a )s»int of order. An* 
it’e consnh'iing the merits of the <*afiduiat4*s ^ 

Rai HARENDRAHATH CHAUDHURI; I am referring to the 
otlier eamliilates only to fioiiti out that well-<|ualitiiMl memlM*rs of the 
judicial wrvne also applied for the jswt so that no such rp[»ly miglit 
lie given hereafter that tlieie were no candidates from the judicial 
m*rvice. 

The names of the other candidates with the statement oY their 
qualifications, us given by the Government, are Babu Ananga Mohon 
laibiri. a senior niuiisif, Babu Mndhu Sudan Roy, b.l., g murisif 

with excellent rt»<*or<l as a mdtlemeiit uffii'er, and Babtii^ Asutoah 
Mitra, M.A., a.i... another mtitisif. Under ;«uch circumstanct^s there were, 
as it was natural, adverse comments in the press and even aoinw 
nniderate papers very unfaximnihly criiicisetl the appoinimgnt. The 
Council was also not slow to inquire why such was the emse and Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri pointedly aakeii in last August why, in spite of 
the fact that there were already three Assistart Secretaries from the 
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nMnberB of the executive 8ervi«*e itwd none from the niiikn of the 
service, a deputy magistrate was apjsdiiteii as AHsistaui Se<'re- 
tary in the Judicial llefiartmeiit. The Hon’ hie Meiiilier in charge* 
ira*» f»Jeni»ed to reply that “a deputy inagistnite has lK‘en apiM>iiiti>«l 
as the iH>st ^^|uires admiiiistnitive e\jH*rieiire of a character >^liich 
a niember of the executive service has opptot unities of acquiring. ’* 
Now, Sir, this is a r<*pl> wl»ich can justl\ 1h* h\ all the iiiciuIhms 

of the Provincial Judicial S«o\ice. It is a reply which brands them infer- 
ior as a class and roundly <leclares them unfit for S^HTetariat work. It 
* is a reply which ignores that it is they who administer the wliole civil 
admin istri^ticHi in suIslivi'^ionH and soiiiet imcN on promotion even in diH- 
tricta. It is a reply wTiich. to sa> the lea.-t of it, rtihs Peter to |Hiy 
Paul. 

But there an* other <'w*’f*iderat ions too- i-onsidcratinns to nhn h I 
ha\e referred i cfore and which oinrlit to we'jffi with those who w ill 
attempt to umierstand the full .signifiiaiice of such a res«dution- the 
full inenMjic fd the iiusjuitv of the pi-esenl ?i. r aiigement . Sir, there 
are now foijr Ansistant ♦Sn retarics to the (ooernment all seleHed from 
the iiiemlaTs of the IVovim iai Kxeeuti\e Sei\iee and none from the ranks 
of the judic'ial M*rvic-e “ Adminisliatne e\jM*nemc of a character, et<*.‘* 
are no doubt convenient phra»‘Cs which can iiiakt* up for want of riiiMO- 
sity <‘ertifi«*ateH, and*I do not deny their utility, hut ecitainlv i'at4'h- 
phrases should not create closi^-pH'serve^ nor shildsdi't h*' a inono[»<il\, 

litt.stly, 1 should request nil to consider if judicial exjsM ii*iH*e and 
service cun l»e ciinsirlered as a tlis4|militi<’ation for Si'cf'ctanal work in 
the Judicial Dejmrtrnent. Whatexei eUe may Im* the duties of the 
Secretarv or th«* Assistant S<*eretar\ i»f this l)<‘{sirtm<*nt . e4*rtainly 
ex|M*rien<'e of judicial wtirk and knowle«lg«* of tin* n*4piirements of that 
Her\ ic* I’annot Is* an unneicssarv ipiaJifieut nm . (tn the etmliaiv, only 
a niemlrer of the judicial wrvKe nrn I>e w*ell-<Mpii|ifM*<l and well-fit tt d 
for the jMist. If tort, and if a mernlM*r of the Provim nil Jndii ial SiTVice 
is unfit to disi'hargc even the “ routine work " of the SeiTelary of 
that deisirtinent why, considering the lietter opjiortunit les to a4<|uir«i 
administratiive ex|»erience, sliouli! not a Ihstrii t Magistrate lie 
ap|K>inted to the |iost of the SecretalTv of the Judicial I)t*|mrtinent and 
one who has H<*rved as a I>i**trict Judge and |>erforrned judicial duties 
sfiouhf he afqiointeil instead^ But probably I forget that there is the 
haJl-mark of the Indian (’ivil Service. 

Ndw to sum up, my arguments are: in the first fdace, why should 
not oa^i^wpost of Assistant Secretary out of the four, now manned by 
oficers of the executive branch, he thrown ojMm to the roemlK»rs of tli« 
Provincial Judicial Service Next, whether the |wwii ^ thi Assistant 
S^retary of the Judicial Department is not a post whiob the memliers 
of the judicial service ean justly claim f And thirdly, whether sc*rvice 
in the judicial line can at all he a disqualificaiton for the post? 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to move my ^res<dutioii. 
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Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to supppri 
the reHolutioD of my friend. In connection' with the appointment of 
the AH«i?»tant Secretary, Judicial Department, the claims of the mem* 
bers of the Judicial Service ought not to be neglected. It cannot be 
said that the p^orm who are in the judic ial service are hot in a posi* 
tion U» manage tlie Secretariat work. If we go a li)tle beyond, and if 
we the (luestion at length, w*c will notice that those who are 

in the executive service did receive their training in the Secretariat 
bi^fore they wePe eonsidered to have any knowdedge of Secretariat work. 
If tliev iir(’ in the' niufaswHl. they are not in a Iwdter iswition to under* 
stand how the work gm*s on in the S<‘(Tetarn»t. Consequently, the 
same argument ajiplies with regard to the members of the judicial 
service. It is tlierefore u fomplaint the |>art of the members of the 
judiei^ wrvice that their elainis might to Jm* considered by Govern- 
ment. Now tliose officers who have Immmi apiMiinted Assistant Secre* 
taries were reeruited from the same class of the ediH'ated people of lie 
country, and consequently \ou ought not to make a distinction between 
them and without further tresiwiMsing ujKm tlu‘ tune of the Council, mv 
submission is that the merits of the resolution ought to lie considered 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 heartily support this 
resolution. In fact, when 1 put the (piestion toVhich my friend hhs 
just referred, I then ho|SMl that the matter would attract the utter»* 
tion of the Hon ’hie Sir Abd-ur-Hahim and justice would lie done to the 
depaitinent It is practically a (jue**iion of communal i«q>rescntation. 
A particular servii’e is suffering- out «)f tin* four apjHiititmeiit.H none is 
h(0d by the Judii’ial llraneh of the .servire. It is onlv rea.sonable that 
that service should get at le:i‘:t a icasonablc proisirtion of the apj>oint- 
ments in the Scuetariat. I Ih»|»i.* that tin* matt«*r will receive adequate 
consideiation at Ihe hands of Government. 

Thf Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 am afraid there is a great 
deal of misconception regards this question One who does not know 
ihe Secretariat arningements is apt !<» fall into a mistake as the mover 
of the resolution and Tlai Mahemlra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri have fallen It is a mistake to think tl^at this 
|>ost is intended inereK as that <»f an Assistant to the Judicial See retarv. 
That is not the case, 1 wish to make it clear to the House that aimrt 
from the designation of the |Hwt, the As.sistant Judicial Keeretar>' 
has tet work in the General Di'jairtment : he has to deal w^tb cages 
not only of the Judicial Ibqiartment but also of the Ap|s>intmefit. 
Police BTui fkj^Jpliflral Depart men t.s, and as a matter of fact, I can 
assure the Houai' that the Assistant Judicial .Stperetarv’s time i» more 
o(ieupieil in the work of the General De[iarlinei|(| — Political and Police 
—than in the Judicial Department. It is the name that is rather 
misleading. The ofHwr’s duties are of a general character. They 
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are not confined to the Judicial Departiueui at all. When the appoint- 
mefDt was created, I myself thought that it was ait i)p|)oiiitiiient which 
oii|rht to be entirely for the Judicial Deiairtnieiit, and when it was found 
that there was not enough work for an Assistant ScHTctarv in this Ih'iMirt- 
roent, but thaj an Assistant Secretary was retpiired in order to deal with 
cases not only of the Judic ial I>e|Hirtiiient but also of Ae Politic'al and 
Polfce DeiJiirtntent^, it was for that pur|iose that this post wiis created 
and not solely for the Judicial l)e{mrtiiient . Th<*n, so far as the otticer’s 
work in the Judicial lX*|»artnient is concerned, thc‘ HoUtN» inav take* it 
• from me that it is not of a judicial character at all : it ih purely adminis- 
trative work for which no judicial ciualific ations an* rtMjuirt*d, 1 chi not 
suif^r^st fdy one moment than an officer |s»rforinin^r judicial duties is 
clisc]ualified by (hat fact from holding the* a)i}>oin(ment, and 1 do 
not even su^fpest that 1»^ \\ ill not as creditahlv hold the f>ost, as a 
ineinla'r of the* execMitive sf»r\ice. hut the fac t nnnains tlial the* duties 
I>c*rtainin^ to this ap|suntrnc*nt arc* in no sc*nse of a judicdul c'hantc'- 
ter, hut purely administrative. In the cast* of a rnunsif he will 
not brin^r to li^mr utx^n the office* aiiv |mrticular c*xp<»rienc'c‘ which 
will have* a sjiecial value* in the work of tfiis dc'imrtinc'nt . and Is'Hides, 
as r have said, allhouifh the dc*NijL’'nation of the* off'ue is lliat of Assist- 
ant Secretary in the Judicial I)«*{»artincnt. he is as much an offic’er of 
the Appointment Tie yii^rt merit as of the Judicial iVfmrtrnent . Then, if 
Rai flareiidranath rhaudhuri had rc*ad the whole of inv reply, he* would 
have found that it was not flic* ii<tc‘ution of (fovernmc*nf to dc*f)ar the 
judicial service from the apfiointment- it is o|s»n to tin* judicial Hervic*!* 
as wc*ll as to the* (*xc*cuti\e scr\i(C*, ;ind iii fac t to outsiders ns well. Of 
c'ourse, T am not disenssinj^ tfie cinc*stion of sc*lec*tion - that is not isdore 
the House, all that T sav is that the* judicial servic«* is not dc*ham*d 
from an apfsiiritment of this kind. T also |>ointc*cl out in that very 
reply that in the case of munsifs it would hardly lie an advantafre* either 
to the jrentlemen themselves or to tin* Secueturint. Tt is no irood Imv- 
inff a man as Assistant Sc*cretarv only for a short time*. He has to 
acquire ex|>erienc*e and his usefulness increase's ivith pxjH*rieiice, ancl 
therefore it is desirable, in the case* of an iitqKiintp^'tit of this nature, 
that the incumbent of the oflice sf.onid Ik* able to sfiend a fair and siif»- 
stant'.il portion of his ser\ icK* in tlie Secretariat, ff you take a man 
awky fitim judicial work, say a iiitinsif, whcHw* w)io1c*'tinic is devoted 
to trx'inp: rases, you jnit him in the Secretariat wJiere he has to do 
admin iilnitil'e work pure and simple, not only in Uie Judicial Depart- 
ment but |jlw> in the other dejiartments; he will have nothin^r to do with 
thu trydnif of cases and his knowled^je of the law will seldom he utilimKi 
or revived during? the term of his office. Supi^Kisiiiljft h#» 'Wneff 4, 6 or 
7 years in the «Secretariat, will it be a irain to the judicuN^oervioe w]iaii 
he "Veverts to that ifrvice? To take awav a roan from judiciaf 
work and to put him oi altofrether different work and then to send 
bim back to the judicial work will not be doing a good senrice to the 
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judicial service or to the individua]; on the other hand, it will hi* doing 
Ixith a very [KK)r aerviee indeed. Ho far as the officer himself is con- 
cerned, he cannot he expected to slay very long in the Secretariat. 
The SiilMirdinale Jiidgen go up to Its. 1,200 hv incremental promotion, 
and therefr^re it would not ht* w'<»rth while for any nriiiMif to stay 
ill (he Seiretarfat for any length of time where he cannot ex|iect to 
get more than 1 {h. (MM) to 800. So the result will t>e that after some 
time the munsif will have to go hack as a Suh-.Tudge, and as such he 
will la* vested with unlimited jurisdiction to tr\’ all kinds of cases. 
\Vould that lie eighty I myself was at first very mu<*h inclined to* 
ap|S)inl a munsif, hut taking all these matters into consideration, I came 
to the conclusion that it would Is* better b) tkke a man from the 
executive service. 

It has heeii again said that this is a gn^ve injustire to the judicial 
service. How can there Im* an\ injiistne t(» tlie jiidicial servicey If 
(lie mover knew (he pieseat loiolitioiiH (»f the judii ial s(*rvice he would 
have known that there are consideiahle prospects in the Hi*rvice itself 
and I do not see how' hy not apiMiinting a man ifrom tlf^it service to the 
Sei relariat it wouhl he doing harm to the Service. I therefore l annol 
accept the resolution. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: The reply that has Isen 
given hy the llon’hle Memlwr in charge is not at all convincing. 11c 
says (hat the Assistant Sei-retary of the .ludicial Department has got 
to work in the (leneral I)i‘j>artmeiit - well, (hat may Is* the case hut he 
has got to iHoform the “ routine work of the .ludimal Se< retary also. 
And even if wliat the llon'hle Mi'iiiImu’ says (hat the post of the Ass>«« 
ant Secretary of (la* Judirial l)epartim*nt i-s a mismmier am] if th»‘ 
.Xusistunt Secretary has got to woik in the tteneral Depiiriment also, 
is tliat an answer wh\ a well-qualified munsif lannot 1 h* appdrited to 
the |Mis( y The llon'hle .Mi’IiiIhm has naid that la* does luit mean that 
the menilH rs of the judicial serviie are unfit, hut what else the refusal 
fo throw’ oi»en even om* su»li |KKt (<» them lan mean except a denial 
of their cajHicity and fitness, I fail to understand y 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The qmsti.m is not that mmie of the 
Assistant Secretarie.s should Is* recruited from the judii’ial service, hut 
\our n*s<dution wants that the .\ssistant Secretary, dudieial DejKirt- 
ment should Is* rtsiruited from the imlii ial seixice. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: My imini refer 

to. the fact only as an argument to strengthen my case, ^{ffien the 
llon’hle Memln'r 1ms .said that it will not W worth while to Bppotglj^ 
man fron the judielal service liecause in time he will have to revert t<^ 
hia original Jine and the administiation of iuuiik'ei may suffer \n his 
hand, ^ 

Now such an answer is either pointless or can he given probably 
because nobotly cares nowadays for the purity of the adminiatmtion 
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of criminal ju.sticc. For if administration of rivil ju'ttice can suflP»»r at 
the hands of a memlicr of a judicial scrvio<» la*cauw of bis work in the 
Secretariat for a certain |»erio<l then the administration of criminal 
justice may likewise suffer in the IuuhU of a IVjnity Majjistrate who 
after his \eork in the Secretariat reverts to liis original line. 

, The non’hle^Meml>er has fnrthei ohst«rve<l that it is not tlie inten- 
tion to debar the memlxos tlie jiidnaai .ser\i(<* from ap)>ointment to 
siH'h }K>sts Hut if fa<‘ts have ati\thin^' to do with intention, they 
eejtainl> prove tlo' (‘ontiarx And t<» ihe argument of tin* Ilon‘hl« 
Mem^'er that no gia\e inJU^tne has been jhoie to the judo lal s»u\oe, all 
that lat^ Is* viaid in is that <ei'laiid\ it is the purest justi(*e not to 

give vwu one of the foin jMists nt Assistant Seorelai\ to the niemhriH 
of that SOM ice and fill up all tlie toui apjK»intno*iif s In Depiitx Magis- 
t rates. • 

On the niofion being put. a di\ision nas i.ikei with llo* 

I osult : - 

AYES. 


•an«r)««, Rai Bahadur Ahlfiat Chandra 
Bhattaaharjl, Babu Htm Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klthori Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Hartndranath. 

Oat, Babu Bhitmadov. 

^Ohooa. Ral Bahadur Jostndra Chunder. 
Mltra« Ral Bahadur Mahcndra Chandra. 


Molira, Or. Jatindra Nath 
Muhharji, Babu latuh Chandra. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar thib thakharaawar 

Ray Chaudhury, Ra|a Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Raja Manilall tlnih. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mautvl Emaduddin. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Mautvl Waalmuddin. 
Ahmad, Mauivl Vahuinuddin. 

Banarjaa, lha Hon'bia Sir Burandra Math. 
Bitft, Mr. E. E. 

Chaudhurl, tha Han'bla lha Nawab Salyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oat, Mr. S. R. 

DaLltia, Mr. 4. A. 

Duval. Mr. H. P. 

Franah, Mr. F. C. 

Farratlar, Mr. 4. CampbaN. 

OMda, Mr. t. W. 

Napkyfit, Mr. W. B. 

HuhttnBfPrd, Mr. O. T. 


Hup. Mauivl Ekramul. 

Hutaain, Mauivl Muhammad Madaaaur. 
Karim, Mauivl Faxiul. 

Karr, tha Hon bla Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Mauivl Md. Rahqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr, Raxaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Mitlar, tha Hen’bla Mr. P. C. 

Mahay, MIrxa Muhammad All. 

Pugh. Colanal A. 4. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla Bir Abd ur. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunith Chandra. 
Bpry, Mr. H. E. 

•tvan, Mr. 4. A. L. 

Walth, Mr. C. P. 


'lihe Ayes being !'t ami the the motion was lost 


Adjotinmisfit. 

Th'**f’ounnl was then Rfljourne^l fill rw on Thurs(la\. the 2.Tr 1 
Fehruar\ , 1922. at the Town Hall, f’alrutta. 
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Proo$Rding$ o1 tlie Bengal Legislative Council assembled under did 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, ('alcutta, 
on Thursday, the 2f3rd February, 1922, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Deputy-President in the ('hair, three Hon’ble Members of the 
executive Counril (the FTon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan beirifr absent), the Ifnn’ble the three Ministers, and 81 nomi- 
nated and elected menilier". 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

•• Khaddw.” 

183. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (.i) N the Hon’blo 

the Member in <’hni>re cf the l)ej>artTin’iil of Commerce aware that a 
new variety (d cotton fabri< known as klunhhir has come into the 
Calcutta market? 

< If so, « an ihc H<in hh* the Memhci state wlu’tliet the said fabrx' 
is the product «)f iiuli^eiious indusir\ ? 

(ei Is i( a fact that a larjfc r|iiitiitit\ of i:}uni(hit is imjxut^M] from 
abroad, but is s(dd as lunin/j' been mad(‘ in India 

(di If the answer to {r) is m tlie aflirmative. aic tlu' (io\ernment 
consitlcnn^r the dcsirahilit\ of puttin^^ a '^toji to this malprartu'e and 
fraud 

MEMBER in chvge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE Oh. 
Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Kwr); Y«-» 

(h) It is Udu'V c(l to he 

(f i ami i(i\ (tovcrniiicut ha\i' mi information on the suhjerl but any 
»<|Huific complaints of malpiactice .ir fraud will be investijfated by 
the prifjMM authorities. 


Homostesd and agriouttursi lands. 

t84. 9>i HARENORANATH CHAUOHURI: W>ll the Unn Mr 

the MemM'i in i har,re «f the IV|)iiitnieiit of Itevenue ( l«nd Rrvenur) 
he ple».e.I to »tute wh«t |.roi«.rtion honiesteed l«nd« hear to lurricol 
tnrnl lands in the rural area of ea. h of tho.se di^friett. in which Kurver 
and settlement ojw*mtifms have been finished? 
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m 

MiMBER in otarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hoffblo the Mahmjodhirojo Bihoitiir of Biird«mMi)t 

A statement is laid on the table showing the jwcentage of horaeateaci 
lands to agricultural area in each of those districts in which survey and 
.iettlement operations have l)een finislied. No separate figures for 

ninil and “ urban ” areas are available 

• • 

Statement referred to in the repltj to unstarreft ffuesfton Xo. JS4 
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Inoraose in fares on Baraset-Baairhat Light Railway. 

1S5. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Hh* Minister in eharge c»{ the Ih'partiuent of Ibiblir Works 1 m* 
pleaseil to state wli<*thei un\ ie]ueM‘ntation lias la'cn reeeived from the 
daily jiassengets in flu* jlaiasft and liasiihat Light liatlway from the 
villages of Uajailiat. I.angcdpota, et<-.. in the distin 1 of thi' t-Parganas 
setting Jortl^ rertain giJe\an»es with legaid to the increase in fares of 
monthl\ ticket'^? 

(h) If so, what stejis, if nn\ . have lieen taken or are being taken 
with reference to the repri*‘»entation ? 

(r) Is it a ^aet that the fares |M*r mile charged on the third and 
• liter class single tickets b\ the said fdght Railway are in rompajison 
niurh higher than thorn* of other Railways? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the capital cost of the 
Baraset and Basirhut Idght Railway is much less than those of the 
other railways f 
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MINISTER in nhtrgt •! DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hontk the Neiw* SeiWS CheiMhiiri, Khan Bahadur); 

(«) Ye*. ^ 

Th.- HtatrmontH .rmlainefi in the representation have been 
in.iuire.l into, an.l the Kubjeel is iiniler eonsideratien. 

ir) The niuximii inter an.l thirfi eh.ss fares^on the Baraset-Basirhat 
l,i;fht Bailway are not higher than those on other T/i^ht Railways in 
H**ngal. 

((h Of Ihr* liifrht Hailvrayn in thr rapifiil rest |^*r 

miN* of four hiKlH*!. nrnl of Uiroo lo\M‘r, than that of the BarWt- 
B»f»irhat Li^hi Railway. ^ r 

The memUM in iiixitetl to leioi to the Adinini'^tt atioii Reixirt for 
♦ he \ejii entitled “ UailwaN'' in India.” piihlmhed hy the 

SiiiwiiriteiMlent of (iineinTiient 1‘riiitin^. in which he will find much who - 
fill irifoiniation relating to the Li^fht Hailwa>s in Bengal. 


Supply of longer trousers to .Moslen% prisoners. 

186. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: in) Will the lTi»nTde tin 

.Ntenihei iii < hurge of tlie Depaitment of Rexeiiue f.lailsi he plea^teil to 
HtaU* ^^he 1 hel longer tioiisers liave Iwen gi^eIl to the Nf iihannnadai 
jniMoiiei'- in ioi’oidaiiee witli the fio\erninent ordi'i Nt) (ihlh R -1 , id 
the ?fMh diiU. 

(h) If the aiiNweT to in) 1*^ m the atlii mat i\ t‘. will the llon’hle tin 
Meniln'r he pleaseil to <state fiom what <late ^mh 1 1 oimc’-- have heen 
*. applied? 

Irl If the\ have not vet heen 'iiipplied. will thi' Hon’hle the MemlirM 
he plea-sed ><tale when thev aie likelv to lin •supplied *•' 

i^h N the Ilon’hh* thi' Memhei awaie that notires of le.solat ion<. 
HMommeinling the piivilege was given h\ me during July and Angiint 
last ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS 
(the Hon'ble Sir Abd*urwRihim) * in) and (el ^ es. they have l)een 
siipjdied to piisrmeis in all the nnl" e\eept thow at Kliulna and Bogra 
which will get the •'Upplv verv .‘jhortlv. ** 

{h) Thev have heen supplieil to the laiK on vanouR dates, lieginniTig 
from the 8th .August, 1921. 

{(1) Ye.s. ' 


Batlnroom of Muneif’s quarters at Patuakhalt. 


1ST. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: tu) Will the Hon’hle the Minister 
in chaige of tlje l)e|mrtment of Buhlic Works lie pleaded to state whether 
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Ills a fact that each halli-raoiii of the- MuHNif’s quarters at Palua- 
kliali iu the district of Bakar^fanj cost Ks. l.tK)oy 

(/d Will the Hoirble the Minister Im* pleased t<» lay on the table a 
Htatcineiit showing the estimates and dimensions and the quanlit\ of 

materials used for the constructiim of these bath-rooms 

• • 

The Hoo’bie the Nawab SAiYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURt, 

Khan Bahadur: to) No. The Imth-ioom toi each of the lour lesidences 
< I Rs . 174. 

{h) Copies of the sanctioned eNtimates and plans of each of the bath- 
rooms aie laid*t)n the Librarv table Thoe lontain tlu‘ niioimution 
aske«l for* The diffeience betw^MUi the c»js 1 ot the buth-ioom as stated 
m to) alH»\e and the cost ol the wiuk as cariie<l out is aiM'ounted lui 
b\ the \ar\ini< len^Mh of the tlraiirft and of the screen walk j»io\nle.l 
Hi each residence in addition to the buth-nKUU. 


Btrengther^g the.oadre of Bengal dudicial Sarvioo. 

188« Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: to) Will the Hon'ble the Membei 
111 . haj>(e of the .Iiidn ui! Department be pleased to slate whethci the 
• adie of the Rental Civil .^eivice t.ludiiiah will he strengthened beboe 
tile expiiA of the ( urrent financial y.atr hv the aditition of (hiee Suhoi- 
dinute .Indies and lwent\ Munsifs for whom express provision was made 
in the t urrent budget?' 

ih) If the answer to (oi is m the ne^mtive. will the flon’hle the 
Memher he jileased to state the reason therefoj Y 

(c) Will the sanction tif the Seiretary of Stat.- for India in Council 
be ne< essary loi this stren^rtheniniLr <d' the eadre^ 

(</) Jf so, will the Hon l>le tin* Menjliei be jdi^as^Mi to stati* the Meclioit 
of the (iovernment of India Act whit h lequires smdi sam tion P 
(et Will the llon’hle (he Memher be pileased to state 
(/» the date of the letter in which the sanction of the (iovernment 
of Imlia to the proposed addition to the cadre was first sought 
and the dale of the reply of fhe (iovernment of India 
IhereUi; and 

till ho^ many letfers passed between the (iovernment of India and 
the (iovernment of Herigiil r»n this siihjpi't siru*e fhe vote of 
the Bengal Council in Man h last?' 

MEMBER In charge of ilUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HeiPhle 
Sir Abd-ur* Rahim): (a) No. 

(fn The question is still under dtseussion leHween this Oovernm^Dt. 
the (iovernment of India and the High (’ouii. 

tc) No. 

(di The question does not arise. 

(e>t (i ) and (it) No. 
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MINUTER in Miargi •! DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WOR KS 
(tlw Hoirth tl* Nwmb laiiTHi Mtnob All ChniMiwi, Khan lalwdtir): 

(«) Ye»- , 

(h) The statemeiilB contained in the representation have heeii 
Iiniiiircd into, and the -uhject is under eonsideratian. 

(,) The niaxirna inter and third class fares^on the Barnaet-Basirhnt 
(aiflil Bailway are not higher than those on other l<i(rht Railways in 
HfMigal. 

(fl) Of flio liiffiit HailwayH in Hnnpral. the I'npital cost j>er 

mile of four i-s hi^h<*r. aiul of thieo in lower, than that of the BarWt- 
Hartirhat laj^ht Railway. ^ r 

The nieiulKM ia invited to rider to the Administration Rei»ort for 
the year |f)Ut-2tl entitled “Railwa)*. in India.” piihlished by tin* 
S»i(M‘rintend. nt of ( io\ei nnient Printinfi. in whidi he will find iniieh use- 
ful infoi Illation lelatin^^ to the la^rlit Railways in Bengal. 


Supply of longer trousers to Moslenw prisoners. 

186. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (ni Will the Ron hie tie 

Meinhei in i harge of the Depai tnient of Re\eniie ( TaiK^ he ]>leased It' 
htate whethor longer tfoiisiTv have In'eri gJ^en to the Muhaminadai 
piiHoneiv in acrordanee with the (M>MTnnient order No (ifiir) R .1 , of 
the 2‘lth .InU. 1f)21 ? 

(ft) If the an.swei to (oi is m tlie afhrrriatne. will tin* Ilon’hle tin 
MenilK-r- he pleased to stale from what ilate such trouse’-s have been 
'iiipplied? 

(tl If theN have not \et been supjdu'd. will the* Tltin'hle the Nfemhei 
he pleased tt» '•tate when the\ are likeh to lie supplied'" 

i ih 1“ the Ilon*hle the Memher aw are that riotiee** of resolutions 
re* otnrnending the prrMlege was gi\en hv me rlttring .Inly and August 
lawt ^ 

MEMBER in oHw^ge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS 
(iho Hon'blo Sir Abd-urwRahim) : (f/t and (< ) Yes, they have been 
supplied to prisoners in all the laiU exeept those at Khulna and Bogra 
whuh will get the suppl\ Nei\ shortly. ' ' 

{}>) 'rhe\ ha'e Im'imi suppheil to the rails on vatioiin dales, W'ginning 
from the Hlh August, lff21. 

(i/t Yes. 


Bath-room of Muntif’s quartars at Patualiliali. 

187. Maillvi PAZLAL KARIM* lul \Yill the TTon'hle the Minister 
in eharge of tlje Deisirtnient of Ihjhiu Works l>e pleased to state whether 
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jt iH a fact that each lmth-r(a>m uf the Mun>if's (quarters at Patua- 
kiiah in tile district of Bakurgaiij cost Ks. IdHKIh 

( /i) Will the Hoii’hle the Minister lie pleased to lay t>n the table a 
..latciueut .showing tlie e.sliiiiutes and ihiuensioio. ami the t|uanlit> of 

matei ials used for the construction of lhe.se hath-n»oin.s ^ 

• • 

The Hoo’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB Atl CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur! {ti) No ( lie halh-toom toi «‘ach oi the four it^Hideiices 
Its. I <4. 

{It) Copie.s of the saiictioiied t^stiiuates and jdaiis of eut lt of titc hath- 
riK>in.s ale laid* on the loluiM v t.ihh* I'hese lontaiii the iiiloi inution 
asked for* Tlie <lifl‘»‘remc la-tsveen the co.st td tl»e hath-naun as slated 
Hi (<i) above and the cost ot the v\oik as earned iuil is aicounttMl loi 
hv the varwn^ len^''th of tht‘ i^raiirn and ot the .Hi*re(*n aalN piovidetl 
in each residence in addition to the bath-room. 


Strengther^ng the .cadre of Bengal Judioial Sarvioe. 

188. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: lot Will the lloirble the Membei 
HI t barge of the .ludnial Department be pleased tt» state whethci the 
<adre of the Hengal ('ivil Jjeivice (Judicial i will he strengthened befoje 
the expn> of tht* current financial year by the addituui id thiee Siifxii- 
(linate Judges and twenty Miinsifs for whom t^xpress {irovismn wa.s made 
Hi the 1 urrent biulget ? 

ih) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the llon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reason therefor y 

(c) Will the sanction of the Se<Tetar\ of State for Imlia in ('oiincil 
be necessar\ for this strengthening of the cadre y 

(il) If HO, Will the llon’ble the MciiiImm be pleased to state the stu tion 
of the (lovernment of India Act which re«|uireH such sanction P 
(e) Will the Hon’lde the Member he fdeased to state™ 

(1) the date of the letter in which the sanction of the (iovernment 
of India to the pniposed addition to the c-adre was first sought 
and the date of the reply of the (iovernment of India 
thereto; and 

(i/T hoi# many letters passed l>etw'een the (iovernment of India and 
the (iovernment of liengal on this subject since the vote of 
the Hengal ('oum il in March lasty 

MEMBER m olMirga «f JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Om Hwi'M* 
Sir Abd-tir- Rahim): (a) Xo. ^ 

(hi The question is still under discussion led ween this (iovemment, 
the (iovernment of India and the High Court. 

(c> Xo. 

iti) The question does not arise. 
ie)f (i ) and (ii ) No. 



IKiNOUAUY SClUJEON'S AND PHA'SICIANS. |2:1 b» Peb. 


I7(i 


RaaoluUoM 

(under the rules (er the disoussion of matters of general public interest). 

Withdrawal of resolutions. 

( 

The DEPUTY'PRESIDENT (Babu Surendre Nath Ray): The 

resolut »ii the mmieH of Maulvi Shah Alxiui 
Rauf iiiul Maulvi Miihaiumafl Aluhil Juhlmr I‘ahlowaii are, in 
ahwMK t* fif . the iiieniherH, deeniefl tt) lx‘ withdrawn ; — 

“ Thin (’ouncil reroininendH In tlie (irovernmeni thtft the road * 
connertinijr Ishurdi railway atation and the town of Pabna, which is at 
|^l■eH<*nt inaintainefl b\ the drstriet l)oard of Pabna, Ik* provincialised 
to allow inotfir companies to ply their lorries and cars along this road 
without an> iMfssible inteilerence by the district board in future.'’ 

“ This ('ouiicil lecomiiiemU t4> the ( Joverninerit that the Govern- 
ment of India Ik* moved with a view to abolish t|je customs duty on 
jute." 

Appointment of Honoray Surgeons and Physictane in Hospitals. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: i'liis foumil recoiiimeiids to 

the Governtuent (<) that immefhute s^ep^ lie taken to <*nipl()v non-official 
ijualifiefl Indian medual practitioner*^ as honorary surgeons and physi- 
cians to all hospitals containing iihuc than llHI U'ds foi Indians or 
\vlH‘ie thfue is an aveiage duii> attendame inoie than KMt outdoor 
jiuticntH, {n) that the numeiiial sliength of the hoiioiury visiting staff 
be detennined b\ a imxeil committef* of officials and non-officials; 
{ill) that facilitn*.H 1 m* given to lliem ftir the projier iH*rfonnance of then- 
duties; (fc) that a committee Im* apjMHnt«‘d to draw up rules and regu- 
lations foi their gunlance. and { cl that tliese jsists Ik* filled up by open 
adAertisemellts." 

The reasons that have proiiipted me to bring this resolution fur your 
kind coiisideralioii and acceptance aim at removing a legitimate grie- 
vance of the people ot this (-ountry and also that of the independent He<‘- 
tion of the medical profession in Ifengal. • 

Taking the former into consideration, I shall base my argument on 
the published repfirt on Hospitals in by the late Surgeon -General 
F. O’Kinealy. You will find that amongst a total |>opulaiion of 
46,6f»?f,I77 only 5,056 hospital beds were provided for or one bed in a 
popuk^tion of 9,187. If we exclude Calcutta, which is somewhat more 
fortunate, we find only one bed in a jwpulation of 16,177. I shall quote 
the Surgeon -General who says. " all our hospitals are more or less over- 
crowded. The Surgical side of the ('ampfiell Hospital has been badly 
congested in recent years and extra accommodation was urgently need- 
ed." * 
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The financial diifieulties of the (loveniment at present will not allu^ 
us to entertain the idea of meeting the deinuiui for an increase in tli 
iiuinl>er of beds. But if we increase the nuinbei ot stniT hv taking th< 
help of honarary surgeons and jdiysicians in these overcrowdtMl hospitab 
will be able to det reuse the time of average stay of the (mtiente n 
the hospitals by *adequate and prompt att<*iitu>n to them. 

You will find from the same rejxut that in (’alcutta then* were 2^ 
it»t‘di<al institutions where 4S‘J.ll(l |>Htient> were tnnitetl and o\ thes^ 
41,824 were in*d(K)r patients and 440,28tl were out-door jnitieiith. (t 
these 23^hospilals, onh* the following hospitaK [>rovidi‘ toon* than oio 
hundred beds : — 

(7) Medical (\»Ilege llo.spital — Medical .side and Surgical aide 
(2) Eden Hospital tni women, 

{3) Presidency (feiieral Hospital, 

{4) Pampbell Hospital. 

{3) Sanibhunath Pandit Hospital, 
id) Mayo^HIlospitifl. 

{7} Carmichael Medical Cidlege at Helgachia, 
and of these, the Presidencx (leneral Hospital is nieunt lot KuropfUio 
only, and the ( 'ai iriichael Medical College is alnuoly being u diked h\ 
tioii-oilicial inemberA ot the meiiical profession and c«>nse({iient I s ms 
resolution does not tout h them. 

In the imifassal out of 7114 Imspitals, there are only thiee which puj- 
vide more than IIM) be«is, ri:., the Howiah (ieneral Hospital. Huidwaii 
Fraser Hospital and Dacca Mitford Ibe^pital 

1 shall not waste the time ot this ('ouncil by giving details of all these 
hospitals, but 1 shall «-onfine my remarks to the premier .Medical College 
and the premier Medical School of Hengal and shall show you that even 
in theso hospitals where the stuff can l>e consitlered to be fairly suffic ient, 
what an enormous pressure of work is thrown on tiieir shoulders. In the 
Calcutta Medical College Hospital medical section, In-door then* wuii 
a daily average numlM*r of over 2Td patients and the.se patients were sup- 
posed to l>€ attended to by only two visiting physicians, one Inking the 
Principal of the Medical College who has got other duties in the hospital 
^nriti|r his visiting hours, (rranfing that these two gentlemen are punc - 
tual in their attendance l>etween the usual hours of 8 a.m, and 11 a.m. as 
required h) the rule-, \ou will easily find fhat c*iich of them has gect to 
attend ^ in-door patients in oourse of one hour ! He must l>e a bedd man 
who will say that no patient is neglectecf in this hospital, the liest 
managed of them all in Bengal, ('orning Ui the surgical si^e what do 
we find?* The daily avemge numlier of patients in this side was over 142 
and there are only two visiting surgeons to bwik their welfare, to give 
clinical lectures to the students and also to fierforni important surgical 
operations which even in their expert hands take*at least one hour a day 
%ttt of the two or three hours which they spend in ihcf hospital. In other 
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wordfi in the r ourwe of an hour or two, eaeh visiting surgeon is expected to 
j>erforiJj a teat of attending 7J important surgical cases under them or 
leave them to the care ot their sulmrdinates. Is it to l>e wondered at that 
patients often complain of not M-eing the face of their sur^ons some- 
times for days together?' 

Now to tin* Kden Hospital in tlie same year tlie average daily 

numlw*!' of in-door patienth w'us over 11^7 and there is one v isiting surgeon 
only who has to perform iiiii>ortunt ohstetrical operations and also some 
office duties in addition to looking alter the needs of the patients which 
include women in luhour. ('an anv one —even with superhuman intelli- 
gence and capacity ff)i work - pcrtoim the duties <rf such (jnerous nature 
in the hjief sjiacc of two or three hours hone^^tly and conscientiously? 

1'iie jrremici Mcjlical Scliool m Hcngul, I'/a^the Camphell Medical 
S< liool, [oovjdcs (i'J7 IhmIs and the aveiage dailv atlemlunce in the in-door 
reiK'hcd over hHtI patients under tlic care of six assistant surgeons who 
devoU’ 2 hours a day in the h<»spital or roughly Td) in-door patients an 
hour. Is any (omnieiit iie< essaiy I'' • t 

'I'he JK^-^ltl«Ul (d tin* out-dooi liosjutal i^ far w'orse and in the brief 
space of 2 hours oi so \ou have sdincf lines to dispose of neaily fifty new 
cases and KM) edd cases. It i- not unnatural fur th<‘ public t«i give \ent 
to tlieir feeling td dissatisfaction about tins m the piildic jiress, in gram-' 
ophone lecoids oi parlv pantomimes to show the iiiade«|uacy of hospital 
attention and I trust t he t iuvei nment will srv its wav to accept m> resolu- 
1 ion. 

'I’he need ol |»iovidmg honoraiv surgeons in the hospitals lias long 
been under dis( ussion between ibe Imperial (it»vet niiirnt ;»iid tbe Hon’ble 
Secrelary <d Stale lor India and I sluill read extracts troiii tlie despatt he.- 
(d the past Secretaiie's ol Slate in this connerlioii In the desput-<h 
No. I.‘l7 tMilitar\\), dated the !tth .Vngust. l!)t)T, Lord Morlev addressed 
u letter to His Kxcellencv Lord Minto in wliicli his liOrdship (juoteo 
despati'h No. b (Militarv) and Public .No. ir»7, dated tiie I'tth Decemirer, 
llKHb of Lord (ieorge llumilton, the then Secretary of State who .said — 

U would U' to Hiu'h M gnuil Iwuieht to India generully that medical men ahould 
ealatiliati themselveH in private prartu'e in the same way as they do in other parta 
ot tier .Majest\'a Kmjure without eiiterirm the meilnal wrvKsi* lonneited with the 
Army tfmf / atn unirdtirig to iirrr;d batfd ujK>n thr aaumptton f 

nrnt rttr</nfi/ ion will urvrr hf found in or rltfwkrrf out$%df the Indmn 

Mtdirol .SVrcirr 

Later mi His Lordship says that this measure has his hearty support. 

His Excellenev ls>rd Minto went a step further. In His Excelleney's 
despaitdi in reply to the aliove. thus writes His Excellency Ivord Minto — 

We are in eiitir*' aympathy with th« d»aire to promote tbe growth of- an indepen- 
ileiit medical pruteaaion in India, and we recugniae the important bearing upon this 
quettion of laird (itMirgi* Haiiiilnm’a aiiggeiition that advantage ahould be taken of 
the cn^ation of new medical ap|Huntnienta to providi* for the admiaaiun of independent 
practitionera either to the hew appoinimenta or to aoroe of the poata which art 
ragarded aa reaerved foi*metuberw of the Indian Medical Samoa. « 
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],ateroii, His Ex<‘elleiu\v says, “ and we shall also la* prt^pared tt> appoint 
<iualified inedkal g^entlemeii outside the ranks of the Indian Medirai 
Service to otfier posts >\hich are not rtnjuired for the employment of the 
War Reserve of Jdedii'al Oftii e.” 

Th% resolution that stands in my name wants the utilisation of the 
honorary servi<es of tfie (jualifieil noii>offiriiil Indian pra« 1 itioner^ in the 
oxenrowded hospitals and 1 believe I have been able to ronvime you 
«d the real need of ailditional apf>oinlments of surgeons and ph.Nsii ians tti 
co})e with the work. This resolution will alst» sati^fv the aspnalion ol 
, these practitioners to some extent, although I hail the tlav xx hen evei \ 
<lepartment of the (rox eminent xxill be >elf-<‘»mtained. and no leeruit.'- 
xvill be necessary from foreign count! ies. '1 he institutions that 1 have 
referred to supplx an abundam#* of elinical inaterial ami alloxx uppojtuni- 
ties of systematii* investigation xvbich are so neeessarx foi all wuiks oi a 
highly technical nature and piixate practitioners feel a keen disappoint- 
ment when the\ find that thex have no kimwledge arid skill to gain from 
thes»‘ ilinical matfiials of then «»x\n eounti>men 'I'he (loxemnieni 
tealisetl this ami threxx out s«one appt>intinents ot homuai x sUi>.jeoiis and 
jihxsnians in the Sambhu Nath Pamlit Hospital, the Ma\»» Hospital an«\ 
(he Hoxxiah (leneral Hospital, and the Suigeon-tieneial leisnts that 
thex Polked satisiaetoril>*and recommended an extension ol tio-n s, lieme 
to all hospitals xx here extia hands are reijuifi'd 

'I’his IS also m\ nlea in luingmg forth mx resolution and on hospitals, 
whether in ('ah iitta oi in the muiassal, where there is a sufficient numlK*r 
oi beds or theie is a sufiii lent oiit-dooi attemiaiiee, should lie depiixeii ol 
the services ot tliose amongst the piixale praet it loners who aie lightly 
regarded as in no way less sutiicient than the present im umbeiits 

In ( omluMoii. Sir. I liave only one word to ad»l. i r , mv tes.dution, 
unlike manx others, will not add to the financial emharraHsnn*nt of the 
(fovernment of Heiigal. hut on the other liaml. will he a source of relief 
U) several patients and satisfy tion to the deserving private pru. titioners 
of the proxinee. whom I personally regard as in no wriv inferior to thte 
officers of the Indian Medical Servwe. 

KflNIiTER in ch«rg« of OEPARTMEMT of LOCAL tELF 
GOVERNMENT (tho Hon’Mt Sir Surondra Nath Banirjaa) : I max say 

at once that I am in deep syiniiuthv with the object of the resolution 
whi<h in to wiilen the i«co|>e of emploxnienf of Imliaii medical pructi- 
tionem an honorary Hiirgeom* and plixaiciaiis in our howpitals. d’he 
argumeiitr* which the mover ha»i bn>ught forward an* convincing. lie 
haM quoted from figures that the attendam e in our hospitals, w befr there 
are in-dmrr lied**, is very large, that the hoapitaU are overcrowded, that 
the number of doctor* in inadequate, and that (loxernmeiit ban not got 
the requisite fund*. Under the circumatanceft, it to U* the 

impnrmtive duty of Oovenuaent to avail iteelf of the eervice* of hoiiwary 
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hur^eoiiM and jihyai^ianH. It ia iin[K)H.Hible to deny Uie force of these 
ai^umentn, and J arcept them uh Aotind and convincing. 

In England the great ho^pitabs are worked to a conBiderable extent 
by honorary Hurgeoiih and phyHicians. They deem it a^matter of pride 
and pleiiNure to be a^fwa iated with thene institutions for the amelioration 
of human Hufferings and the saving of human livest I am sure the day 
will rome^ it may U* near or distant, I hope it is near — the day will 
(•(iiiie when the mediral profession in Jtengul will be inspired by siinilai 
feelings and when they will deem it their highest duty to lend their un» 
jHiid services for the gocnl <»f their fellow countrymen. My hon’ble 
friend is inspired b\ the highest motives, aad that l»eing*H(», it is the 
bounden duly of (to\ernnieut ft) appKuo h this resolution in a sympa- 
thetic spirit. 

d’lie lesolution divide.s itself into tw«> pints. In the first place theie 
IS the (jueslion of principle ami then theie are u numl>er of details. So 
tai as the principle <d employing Indian medi« al pmr tiiionei s as h«»uor- 
ary suigeons and plivsiciann is comeinerl, I unhesitatingly aficjit it on 
behalf of ( io\ et nment. 'Phis is indee<l being tried in some of om hospit- 
als. 'I'heie is a rliffereiice id opinion as to the measure of success whir li 
lias attended the ex]M*iiineiit , but assuming foi aigument’s sake that the 
expel inicnt bas not been as great a sui ce>s as mij^ht ba\e been anticipated 
or liopetl for, we are not to be dauntiul I am sjieaking on f>eha!f of 
( Joveriiment b\ aig-uments which point to tailiues. It is thrmigli 
failuies that suciess is ai’hievi'd If tlic ex|H‘rnnent , in its initial stages, 
lias iHit been as promising of success as rnig'hi have been antn ipaied. that 
will not detei us from continuing it when in other lonntries, it has Immoi 
prodm tive of an abundant harvest of giMol Even therefore, accepting 
the woist possilde \iew’, (tovernincnt !•* preparerl to larry it on. amf 
liarsevere to tlie end Therefore the tir^t piojiosifion whic h I desire to lay 
down is that we accejU the principle. 

My friend, however, enters into a iiumla*r of dc‘lails. All of them 
I cannot accept. Ohvii>usly they cannot be considered by the legisla- 
tive ('oumil UH a w'hole, uml it seems to me that we ha\e a handy instru- 
ment ready at our disposal which might Im* utili.sed and effectively utilis- 
ed for this purpose. We hme got the Standing ('ommittee on Public 
Health. It is the func'tiou of that ('ommittee to deal with prxtpodiVions 
such as my friend hn.s laid before us. Dr. Moitra himself i.s a memlier 
of that ('ommitttM*. and we shall have the advantage of his valuable advice 
in c'onsideriiig the details which he has brought forward. Therefore my 
suggi'stion to my friend is that he should withdraw the reaolution 
and I t^ndertuke on In^half of Government to lay this resolution Iiefore 
the Standing Committee and to consider the matter and deal with it. 
There is an advantage which I desire to point out and it is this. If we 
appoint a committee, it w'il) take months before a decision is arrived at. 
It haa again and been said in this Council that committees are 

motily intended to shelve questions; at any rate, conituitiees do laLe a 
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'long time in coming to a c'onflusion. We have t>v(» or three committiH 
to which perhaps a remark of this kiiut would he applicahle. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 gla dly accept the assutance c 
the Hon’hle Mini Hter and am willing t<» withdraw inv te'^olulioii. 

Th« Hon*ble*8ir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: I need not pit 
long mv remarks if mv friend accepts my assurance and witlidraus hi 
resolution. 

The resolution was then, h\ leave ot the ('oum il, withdrawn 


Withdrawal of raaolutioni. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: 1 lag withdraw ih 
t4dl*)wing lesolution standing in my name - 

" 'riiJs ('ountil rec(niinu*nds to the (ic»\ et ninent llmt a cMUiimittta 
ccjiisisting <if expcM'ts. ciHit nils and mm-nihcjals, !»«■ appmntc'd to report t 
the (to\einment as t<i how the condition of the ii\ci hhagiiiithi cun li 
nn ju ov ed. ’ ' 

'IMie lesidutioii was then. h\ leave of the (’oumil, withdrawn 

Mauivi RAFI lIODIN AHMED: I l>eg to withdraw the fcillowin 
lescdution standing in my name : - 

“ 'Mils (h)umil ! ecniiimeiols to the (iovcMiiinent tlial wcMiving an 
spinning schools he started at e\ei\ hca(h|iiarterH of a distin t 

d'he resjdutmn was tlien, h\ lea\e 4»f the ('ouncil. witlidiawii 

Pos4iofiomonl of roadution. 

ThO DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT : Hai Mahendra ('handru Mitra Ifahi 
dm has infotmed no' that he* w ill not come to-da> , and cxprcNHcd u wi« 
that the fcdlowing rescdution, standing in his nume, may Ih* poKtpoiied: 

“ This ('oumil recommends to the (io\ eminent that a sum i 
Rs. la* set aside annually for the provision of watei sujiplv i 

*iurt^l areas ami munic ipal teewns when* < hedera mortality is \ri v higl 
and that filteis of the Faridporc* t\ j»e he installed.” 

The alMive rertcdutnm gt»es to the iMittoiii of the last. 

WiUnBowoI of rooolution. 

The following resolution, sUiiidiMg in the name of Hahu JAgendfu Nat 
Hoy was, in the ahaeiic^ of the memWr, deemed to Im* w ithdrawn ; 

“ Thii Council recommends to the Government that iiecesmiry ste| 
be taken to dredge the rivers Brahmaputra, Dbalenwari and Padma * 
• as to improTo tbs communication and the drainaga in the iubdisisioii 
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oi ^lutiikE’unj, Munslii^aiij and Narayang*anj and that immediate stepa • 
he taken (o re-exeavate that |M)itioii of the eanal joining* the Dhaleswari 
and Pu<lnja, which puKKes l»y Shekarnagar na Srinagar to ladiaganj to 
make it navigahle (hroughout the year,” 


Postponamefit of resolution, 

7 he following leNid lit ion . Ntandiiig in the name of Shah Sved Kmdadul 
Hu(j wa>, in (he ahhcnce of the ineinhei, and with the permission of (he 
l)epu(\ -President , placed at the liottoiii of (lie list: — 

Ihis Council MM-ommends jo the t Jovei ninenP t hat all (‘ourts and 
(dfices t)l the (i«>vernment he closed at d-dO I'.m. ever \ day during the 
month of Unutztni, without prejudice to un\ ,'ii rang'ement that the 
(lovernmeiit may think i euscfualih* (<» uclopt, as t«‘guids earliei hours of 
the opening of tlieNe courts and office*^, in the interest of the puhlic 
Nei \ Ice 


Proiorwation of Tanks. 

Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: 11, is ( oum il reccmi 

mends to the* ( ioveinineiit tiiat a Committee* he appointed to coiisidei and 
report on (he ways and ini‘ans to picsene the tanks m the* luial areas of 
the |•rovince and frame laws for the puipo'-e ’ 

d’his rej^olution amis at meeting the crying need and pnme necessity 
(d liengal for the supply of good drinking y\utei and also, at lieljung, a^ 
fill as posf,ihlc*, the iirigation cd land*. It is a tiuisin to say that our 
prDviiiee uhounchs in tanks, jmhiiIs. wells and other w atei -c oui m*s, etc., 
and tliat some of them, ac'eording' to ihei? sizes, are c alled s(i>jiir>. 
et-e. In the mujoiity cd c a>es, these tanks arc* the gitts cd geiieious 
Eumindars and other well-to-do peojde, yvlio, accoiding to (he custom of 
yore, when c liarituhle institutions, such us ilharanisulns, tanks, etc., used 
to Iw considered A pait cd lehgioiis acts and therefoie meritorious, were 
iictuated l»y sucdi I'eligious impuis<*s atoi made extensive c harities in the 
form of Umks, wc*lls, etc*,, foi the supply cd good and pure drinking water 
to the ItH’ality and to the p«>ple in general. Most cd these tanks ar« as ‘ 
old as the hills and they furnish a land-mark, an ehxpient testimony of 
the religious instinc t and clispci.sitic)n of the people cd liengal in the jmst, 
which was commonly shared hy (lie Hindus and Muhammadaiis alike, 
us we still cun find many tanks and wells to exist to this day, wiimh are 
the gifts of the M uhaiimiadaii rulers c)f liengal. The donors of the.se 
tanks and wells have, in (he past, con .sec *ni ted them to the most sacred 
('uuse of humanity hy uiaking them the source of water-supply to the 
puhlic. But in these* days, most of the old tanks aud wells, for the de- 
plorahle lack cd the spirit of conscBrxation among the people, liave, in 
many places, dwiadled and deteriorated and, having been choked up with j 
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rank growth of vegetation and trees, have heoonie quite insanitary and 
.the formidable foci of malarial fevers to the inhabitants, they Wing 
breeding-grounds of the anopheles. Onre these tankf^~-in the days gone 
by— were themselves very pirturesipie and delightful to hnA at-^full of 
blue rryftal and limpid waters with the blue vault reflerting and with 
, swans and din ks playing on their bosom and their banks e('hi>ed and re* 
echoed with tfie playful mirth of the village children whn usctl to gather 
there. In those days e\er\ tank, pond, lago(»n, well. ii\er and cieek 
was filled with liealthy and life-g^i\ ing water and they never <lried up: 
they also distributed health and plent\ t»j the people ami lemlenul the 
country flowing in milk and honey and eontentment. Put alas! those 
ivftppv days have gone b\ . To whatevei ( ause or causes it mai W attri- 
buted, the rivers, creeks, tanks and wells have, to the utter misfortune 
of the country, silted^nd ilried up Icaxing Bengal absolutely waterless 
and the people, in <(»nse<|uence. are confronted with the dreadful scarci- 
ty of drinking water N»»w, it has become one of the giavest and serious 
problems which it is not eas\ to giapple wjth. If. however, these rivers, 
tanks, ( leaits, and«w ells. eti- . be recbiimecl, dei'pened and re-ext avated, 
then, and then <*nlv. the problem of drinking watiu in nnul areas may, 
t<i arr nppie( raldc extent, be remoNcd an<l at the same time the < auses <»f 
malaria somew hat < lieckerl thougli not altogether banisiied. 

• 

I'hese tank's and waterwaNs when retlairiHMl and r e-exca\ ateil will 
help to facilitate irrigation of lamls m nihr areas, where rt |s sobdv de- 
[xuided uj>on lor their crops. But I ha\»‘ been abb‘ tr> gatlier from my 
tour in the interior of the nihr areas, I have personally seen in places 
many tanks which ha«l silted up loan extent to ha\e l»een loiiveitetl into 
arable lands for growing rrops b\ tlie \illage people, thus making it 
irnposHible for the.se tanks to be ie-e\ca\ated and to be used fot di inking 
and irrigation jmrpo.ses. If such em rrmi h merit u[>on the pmspet t of 
providing watei -Mipplx b\ ie>e\( a\ at ing thos<* tanks |s allow ed ron- 
tinue, tlie existing soui'ces of water -suppl> to such villages will glow less 
ami less and will at lust altogether disappear entailing hea\ lei expendi 
ture lor (he exca\ntion of new Utnks. I’his as|H*< t (»f tlie questnui, will, 
1 ito|>c, foi<il)l\ up)M‘al to the hon'hlc inemlM’rs. 

For these rhasoris, Sir, I beg tf» fiio\e that a lommittee Im' npp<»inted 
at an early date to inv»*stigute and report on the wa\s and means trj pre- 
fierve these tanks first and then, if possible, other waterways too (V»n- 
sidering the importance of the subje<t, the resrdution will, 1 hope, emn- 
mewi itself to the accoptuine of the House, 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHimi: The pi.ddem of watei.siippii 
outside the ntv in the inufussal is a vers acute on 4 * ; in iiiiinv pla<*<*s 
jreoplc McaneU find gcsal drinking water for themselves, far less for 
their cattle. 1 here are muiiv obi tanks in inanv plares, and |t is in the 
fitneas of time that thr* hon’ble mover has aAted that wnne arrangement 
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ttbouid f>« made for prenerviug tliea© tanks. He has said that a (X)ni- 
mittee should U formed, Imt a few minutes back we heard the Hon’ble 
Minister in chaiffe of Sanitation say that the formation of a committee 
IS only a means of shelving mailers indefinitely. If the result of the 
fonnatKOt of such a eommittee be the shelving of such a matter, we do 
not like to have one. Hut the thing is this, that the problem of water- 
suppl\ is v(*ry u( iite, and we should tr\ to improve tl^s water-supply 
of the rural areas as early a.s possible. 

With these few reiiiuiks, 1 supp(»rt this resolution. 

TIui Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA . I am m a 

diftinilt\ w'ltii regard to this matter. 1 am in gVeat symjrathv with 
the resolution. 'I'he aileqiiate supply of water is a burning question in 
certain areas; tlie suppl> is not sulficieqf and there i.s very 
keen feeling ub<»ii( it. All that desel^e■^ most hyin[>atbetir eonsidera- 
tion f»ii tlie part <d ( Jo\ei nment . but 1 would observe and m> friend. 

1 think, will agree with me w'heii I sa\ that his does not seem to me 
to Im* a pmrtnal wav of grappling with tin* ditti«*vlt>. want to 

appoint a ( junmittee loi the puipos** ot suggesting means foi th«‘ piesei\a- 
tion of tanks Mild w atei -« oui *'**s througlioiit the pro\ince Nt>w , d(H*.s it 
not ocelli t<» most ot Us that t he coiidit ions (»f v\ atei -supply in different dis- 
triets (litTei, sometimes diffei \<‘i\ mm h In m\ opiuion the bt‘st thing 
under the circumsiames would be, having regard to tin* diffeiemcs in 
the local conditions, to ask the lot a1 bodies in chaigt* of the w'atei- 
su[>pl\ to Irmkjnlo it’*' Does i( not ocMi! to Us that this is really a 
imittei for the local bodies, and iM»t for the (Vntral Government !" 
novernnieiit will help as it has m) often done in the past For instance, 
w'e sant'tioii grants and loans to iminiciiwlities tluif ask for them in con- 
nection with wiit4‘r-suj»ph 'I'he other da\ we maile a large grant to one 
of the muniripalil ies in tlie nnifassal, and we aie (‘onstantl\ making' 
grants of this nature When a scheme »»f wat(‘r-supplv is suhinitted to 
novernment- I am leb'iring to municipalities — we have the sch«‘ine 
tested hy mir experts, atid therefore, so far as financial assistance and 
exjM'i't advii'e are coiuM‘rne<l, the (lovernment is always ready to help 
l(»’al bodies with mhiie and mone\ . but it does not scM*m to me that 
un\ piiM’t nal pill p<»se is hkelx tola* served hy the apfxuiitment of a 
I’oniinittee such as the one proposed, exeept. as my friend has suggest'd, 
the shelving of the question inclefinitel\ . I cannot, as a memlier of the 
(lovernment, or as a meml>er of this Founcil, approve of such a policy. 
Of course, if rnv friend wants it. he may have it, hut 1 do not, think 
that this lesolution lan serve am useful purpose; as a matter of fact. 1 
understand that bwal Iwulies at the present moment in some districts 
iiic pie|mring wqter-supph schemes Theiefoie. what I .should like 
to suggest to m\* friend as a practical no mrdtn would he that (h)%*ern- 
meut would und«*rtake to call the attention of the local bodies to this 
rtvsolution and ask them fh do what* they can. That seems to me a 
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practical solution of the difficulty; if you want to shelve the matter in- 
definite?!.'', by all means apiK>int a committee, but if you want U^i solve 
the problem, we undertake to circularise the District Boards, send them 
this resolution, and ask them to do what tliev tan. 

Babu SUREAdRA NARAYAN SINHA: Friun what 1 have htnird 
from the Hon’ble Miiyster, I a^ree with him in the idea that if he asks 
the local lM>dies to consider the rewdution, I am ready to withdraw il. 
But one thing that strikes me is this ; to my mind the j»resent law 
nyt ade<juate enough to enable the ha'a! Ixodies to assist in tl»e n'-exc'ava- 
tion of '‘ilted-uj* tanks in rural areas. Smue of the namindais are 
gradually seitling them w^th their tenants For this |>uri>ose I sug- 
gested "in committee in order to give j>ower to the local bodies t«» 
oreserre the^e tanks. T ho|>e when the Ho7rhle Munster will d.aw llie 
attention of the local bodies in connection with thi‘i resnlipmu. he will 
kindly instrin t them to consider this point aUn 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URSNDRA NATH BANERdEA: Yes. ! will dn 
that. ^ . 

The motion was then, hy Irave of the (’ouncil withdrawn. 


WitlHirawal of resolution. 

T he itillowMig .standing m the name of Manlvi A /aharuddin 

Ahmetl vvu.s, jii tin* .ihsem^e of the meiulM*r. d<‘<Mned to 1 m* wiilnlrawii. 

“ This CouiM il r»‘comnu‘nd** to the (ioxernment tliat the •.vslem of 
ri'alc^’ng I'oinponmli Intciest on loan** in Tnmnkxnk and on nnntg.igoH 
he hIm'IisIunI in Bengal ” 


Introduction of standard weights in Bengal. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: * ITiis ('(►uncil racommemls to 

the (ioveriiment that standard weight.s 1 h* intnKluced tiiroughont 
Bengal. ** 

lliiH rewdutitm recpiires ver\ little explanation. Then* are various 
Weights prevalent even in the same dintnct. M e have at .fessore at least 
four kinds of weights, ri:., one of 60 tolas tiiakitig a seer, one of HO tolas 
making a <»ne of 82 tolas making a seei ami anothei of 120 lobo 

making a «eer. Kxeduding certain resiiectaVile shof>-keej>ers. the major- 
ity of them are very shrewd men and thev have very little scruples ii) 
deceive uususfietting fieople. Be.sub's when the things are purchased 
at different distrn ts, there is also some difficulty. 

1 know the diffinilty that will f'leatinl hv this r<*wdution if it is 
put to practice all at once, but all that I want is that% bc*ginning should 
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J>e made in thiH direefjon by the Government to save the people from 
deception and fraud pnwtiMpd on them. 

With thewe wordM. I bejr to r<V‘ommend my resolution the accept- 
ame of the House 

Tha Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I shall be able to 
deal with this (|iiestioii in a very few words. This matter has engaged 
(he attention of (he (i<ivernmen( of India, but the Government of India 
aie \erv cautious in jiroceeding witlj it. This is more or less a matter of 
public edueation, and the ideas of the people have to be trained in this 
respect. All rny friend wants in his proposal is that a beginning should 
1 m‘ made; his j>ro{n>sal is a modest one. and I am prei)rfr6d to associ- • 
ate myself with him in starting this l)eginning, afiS if it 
leads to the standardisat nm <if weights and measures, I am sure Govern- 
nnuit would Is* thankful to the hon’lde*' member for having iatrodue- 
ed this resolution What I would suggest, and what 1 would propose 
(f» do in this < orinectioii, is (hut we should cin ularisr the hx al bodies in 
order to asceitiun then \ lew s with regard to this matter, because legis- 
lation will have (o Im* umler (akrui , and ( to\ er nineri t can not (hr so unless 
and until tlu* trend of pulrin opinnm has been as«er(aiued. Therefore, 
if my fi icrid wants a beginning to be made, and would acr ejrl my pio- 
jrosal, he might se(‘ his wa\ to witlidraw his ies(tlulion 

Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: In the ( ircurnstances, 1 Ireg leave to 
w'ithdraw the moti<m. 

Tire inotnm was then. h\ leave of the (’onncii, withdrawn. 


Eldotad members of Counotl to be ** ex-offfoio members of 
ilietriot boards- 

Or. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: “ This Courn il iec<unmends to ih« 
(fovernment that steps be taken so that each electini memlxu of the 
HengrU Ijegislulive t'onm li mii\ he apptunted c^r-offino as a niemlMu of 
(he particular district Umrd wliere his ('onstiUienc\ is hKuted.” 

I nm uot a member o! the district Ixwird and 1 think there are several 
members here who are like me. And man\ of irs cannot afiarti to lose 
further time and nioiies (or coinbn ting an eletdion (<► the diM net hoard 
without neglei ting the work of the Legislative Coum il here. But I have 
often felt the iieeil of an intiniatr know ledge of the distrn t board lying 
in oui own const !tuenc> for iniituul help and ( <>-oj>eratiot\^ During the 
last one year. I have seen .several iriterpelhitioiis by the hon’hle members 
of this ('(Uim il lelating to their own district latard and this means that 
severaT meml»ers feel the newl of this intimate knowledge. Further, it is 
also to the advantage of the district Ixuird that they should be in close 
tom h w ith the Legislative ('oiim il, as their wants, their giievances can 
be brought to th# notice of the Government withbut the least possible 
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deky. This is the bare outline why I have Imnigrht this resolution for 
thtB consideration of this Council, and I may tell you that I am |>erstUiall>a 
convinced of its utility, althoujrh 1 5do mtt deny that there are some 
practital ^itticulties alon^f \\ith it. There are some members in this 
Council who i|re representatives <»f divisions, and in their t ase any 
district board, practically where they reside, will suit my purimse for 
the flatter of this fesedution. 


With these few words, 
d the House. 


I commend my resolution 


to the HiHCptauce' 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I nse to oppose 

this ytolion ; there are fariou.s g^rounds foi my opj>ositi«»ii. Tliere are 
many memliers who repi-esent several distnets, as. for instam e. ,i4ir 
Asutosh Chaiidhun represej^ts both Pabna and Bogra, and is it p(vssili| 

I hat he should serve as a memlHT of the ilistru t Isiard of both l*abna^ 
and Hogra^ In the second ]>laee, there an^ many districts where either 
the Hindu or Muhammadan population piedominates. As a mailer ol 
fact, if these m^nbers ige t<» be t.r-ofirio, the\ are t<» be taken out (»f the 
nuinlMUs wlijch are kept by (rovernment for nomination, ami in that ease 
the number of nominations by Covernineiit will deerease. (tovernment 
will luiv(* to iKUniiiate the Ci\ il Surgeon, the Distiiet InsiM'( t«u of .Si hotds 
an^i sometimes thc^ Su|>ai intemlent of Police un<l the SubtliviMonal Othrjer ; 
so that, if the inemla'i's of tfi* Council are to he nominated' by (i()\ern- 
nieiit ai» m(‘ml)ers of th(‘ distru't lM>ard, (ioveriimeiil will ha\e a \erv 
small liiUnkiT of nuunlKUs Ut nominate for the purpose for \shi(h this 
nominatioii ia resei \ (*d. The nomination is intended foi tlie pttri»ose of 
presemiig llu‘ halame lM*tween the two sides. It is often found^neres- 
eary to nominal^ some Hindu tuanilnTs in order to give the Himltis a 
VX)ice on the distin t l)oard; so regards Muhammaduns. I may 

add hai^ that the present syst^ttt'rtf alx*ciing niemlMTs to the district 
board and local InkitiI is somewhat defec tive. The minorities have no 
chance het aii.se etMdi memlnT is given one vote t(» Iw given to each can- 
didate and if a jmrticular community hapj^ns to 1 m* in the majofity, they 
will mon<)|M>lise all the seats and the minority cannot g«U any seats; so 
to preserve the balance a certain rimiilM»r of seats are rew*rv<iMl by (gov- 
ernment for nomination. The effect of this will Im* minimised if the 
member# of C'ouncil are mrnle ejc-of^cm n^embers of the district l»o%rd 
Of course, if the membc‘rs desire to s<*rve as memlM*ra of the district 
board they oou offer themmdves as <‘andtda!es for election. In the ease 
of district Jxiard memWrs, as iiiv learned friend has sa^d, if they are 
unwilling to undergo the difficulties and trouble and exfieniw* of election 
and other things, they may be returned as memWrs of (he distric t l>oard 
by the local board. If the country appreciates their servicea, and they 
are not returned as members n( the loc'al board, they might l>e returned 
as members of the district board if they have suffirieni qualifirations to 
become members cS that board and, if the country^ feally wish to return 
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them as memlxjra of the district board, so I do not think it is desirable 
/hat (tovernment should l>e tiam|>ered with any extra members, so as 
to minimise their advantage for redressing the balance between the tw'o 
communities. Wii|i the.ne words 1 oppose this motion. 

Maulvi EMADUDDIH AHMED: 1 also rise to oppose this resolu* 
lion, because you will find if this re>olntioii is aeceji^ed, one day mem* 
hers of the I^^gislative Assembly will also want to be nominated a# 
^members of the district board, and so aLso jnembers of the Council of 
State. Wh[|t is the principle uudc'riyiiig this election of the members 
of the district Isiard!'" Some time ago the iioniinalion was half and half, 
and it is an iwlinitted fact and it ha.s been acknowledged iio{T that the 
|H?oplo ought to go through cdeciioii, ani^ if the\ w ill accept this priwdple, 
yotl aie going against the very principle of ebn lioii. There are the 
pojnilar ministers and members, the leaders^of our country, and if they 
care to gti to the distnet boanK, of <*oiirs(‘ they will Ih' aide to go easil;^ 
fhr(;ugh the election which will bring tliem into closer touch with (he 
pcMipb*. 

from that ]H)int of view also it will he hc*l^cr, that these nominees 
should go tlirougli edition; there* are other difiiculties, a>s pointed out, 
in the ease* of rertain nieiniieis who are to be ri-offirto members of the 
board, for instance*, the Civil Surgeon, and so forth; if you nominate 
these memlK'rs of ConncMl, it will tie the* hiyids of (iovernnicuit in making 
other nominations. Then again, to spc‘uk hiankly, I do not find that it 
Would vc‘i V possibb’ for some of those members, and sonic* of may 

not care to go into the interior to look into things there aiTd attend 
nnvtiujfs of the distric t board. For instance* the* laii41or1!s her© — I do 
not spc'ak against them -thc*\ do not like* to live* m tl|^' ca>unlry; thev 
like to li%e in Cab'utta, and live in Kig houses here, and it would not 
be possible for them to go and attend mc*etings. At tin* same time, I 
think if any nu*mlM*r, who is n iiieml>er of the Council here, wants to 
go there— he is a leader no doubt, and has bec*n returned to the legis- 
lative ( (Mineil- he wdll have (he liest elianc'e of being returned as a 
member. In the.m* tiircums(anc*es, c'oming clown to the principle, we 
ought to seek eb'etion and not munination Nomination is the least 
desirnlile. and if this sort of nomination is resorte^ to, it will militate 
against the very principle of election. With these words, I opj>ose .thi§ 
resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA MATH MALLIK: I do n-alise that in a matter 
like this. nnifasNil opinion i« of niui li (rn>at«>r value than th»t of a Cal- 
cutta man, and I think memln^rs from the mufassal are likely to know 
more about the situntion than a man like myself. All the same, I do 
think that the idea underlying this resolution is a commendable one. 
To my mind, it seems that members of this Council ought to be in the 
closest iH'ssible tench with the di.striot booed, particularly members from 
the mufassol, and in that view I think it is a very good ideo that our 
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brothers here from the niofase&l shoultl also l)e e^-ojficw meinl>er8 of 
ihft district boards, so that they may know the district Inmni work, auo* 
make themselves more intimate with, and more easily approachable to, 
the people of the district, so that they may represetit their j^Mievuiu es 
in the Council here. Starting from the bnwd point of view, 1 think 
this resolution is a very commendable one. It has In^en |H>inted out to 
me &at there may be some difficulty with irjninl to nomination . because 
at the present moment under the Act, possibly a limited number is 
allowed to be nominated. Difficulties like that stH*m b> he of a trumjM'ry 
• character and can easily he removed by brin^rin^* in amending'- sections 
and thinffs of that chamctcr. That, howe^e^, neisl not stand in our 
way i^ the principh is bne which we can accept, and w(' can ask the 
Hon’hTe Minister to help us by jfMIttiiiir in an amenilin^^ clau^i' of ihi« 
kind. I do not think in ajnatter liVe this much more need he saiil; a? 
a matter fact, already there are many inemhers, chairmen and vice- 
chairmen who are also mem I if' rs of this roiimul. T took a count outside 
this Hall, in the lohhy, so mueh so in one particular diNlriet both the 
chairman* and tje vice-^hnirnian are here; in others there are two or 
three who are meniliers of the same district hfmrd#* The (’liairman of the 
District Board of BurdMun, Raja Maniloll Sin^rh Roy, i^ here; (lie 
rhairman of the District Board of Bankura. Rui Ahinnsh riiandm 
Banerjee Bahadur, is here, and f think Dr. A. Suhrawardy is Thairraan 
af the Midnanore district ho.ird ; then mv friend Raja R(*she<' Tase haw 
is rhairman of the District Board of the 24-Parjranas ; tlien* are also 
other dfWfl*ict hoard inernhers here. The Maharaja of Nadia is Phair- 
mnii of the District Bnard of Nadia; Khan Bahadur .Vfauhi Wasiinuddin 
Ahmed is ('huirrffan of the District Board of Pahna. So that T find tliat 
prai'ticalh twr^thiriU of hiv frieiule are from the di^trir'l Isiards; they 
ire hound to Im' so; if you send representatives to the Pouneil, fhev are 
hound to he (he chairmen and vice-chairmen of the district hoards; (hey 
are the leaders in the district and every munieipal town. So T do hot 
exactly find that there are very strontr reasons to oppose this resolution. 
T have verv preat pleasure in supporfinjr this, and T think it is a move in 
the right direction. 

BalHi HfTYA DHON MUKHERdEE: I nV to support ibis motion. 
Of^all ^enions, two mufasaal chairmen of the district hoards have 
thought fit to oppose this motion. ]*erhaps fhev are afraid that in 
future their seats might lie contested hv other menilM*rs of this T^igis- 
lative Council, hut T do not think such an occasion will ever arise. 
The motion has heen oppose<l on two grounds: one that there will be 
difficulty if the motion is accepted, because there are memls*rs who 
have been elected from more tban ons^district ; (hat ’S a matter of detail 
which mnv be considered hv the Tx»oal Self-OovernTnent Standing 
Committee. As to the other question, the quei#ion of nomination, 
this also is a matter of detail whfrb roav be confidered bv the Tiocal 
SelLOovemment Standing Committee. There is absolnfelr no reason 
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why this inotiou should be r^ected. The two gentlemen who thought 

to o|)fK>se this motion, could not put forward any practical grounds 
for their opfHw*ition. Tlie diffi(*iiltie» put forward are merely suppof*ed 
difficultif*8 M'hich might Ije Kt4tled in detail by the I^*’il vSelf-Oovemment 
Cornmittw, it the llon'ble Minister accepts the lesolution.' I, therefore, 
hlrongly HiipjKut thin motion and 1 hoiie it will he (juried. 

Rail RE8HEE CASE LAW: The resolution projwses to make each 
elected mo|nl)er of the local Ijegislative Council ej-officto member (»f 
the district lM)ar«l wliere his constituency is located. It is difficult , 
to uuderstand prcf iHidy the ohject with \vhi( h resolution has been 
nutved. The constitution (»i the district bosuK and local ® boards is 
liused upon the pToVKioiis of wn tions 7 and Id of the Ibuigul lirKfif Self- 
(fovcrniiieiit Act of !8Kr), (huicrally speaking, two-thirds of the memliers 
of the (listrK't hoaids are elected hv the docai boards and one-third 
nominated by the Commissioner of the Division in which that 
district hoaid is nitiiuted. Thus, for instance, the district Iniard of 
the ID-Paigaiuis r^onsisU of 'tit memlM*rs of which are elected by 
the several l(K al hoards, anyl 10 are nominated TnenilH*Vs. To carry on 
the work nl the <listrict lioard, the numl)t*r oi nH‘mlM*rs comjxislng 
the hoai*f] me ijuite tuiouiirh for the purjiose, and no useful pur]X)8e 
would he serve<I hy adding to the luiiiiher. es^ there is no neiessity 
foi such addition, lint supjiosing that the resoltfiion Ih* ac'cepted, 
then difficulty would arise m <'»»iidmting tin* wmk of the Ismrd as the 
IHTir»ds of existence of the (hstiiet honnis and tin* la'gi.slati^e Council 
do not terminate at the same time. Much inconvenicnc(* W(»iild 1 m‘ fell 
hy the (lisfrK'f byaids in tloing workiluiing tin* peinxl of general ele< (ion 
of the Legislative (Jouneil, which cannot Iw les.; than six months |ift('r 
the (listdmrgt* of the old C(»uiH‘il, as tlie rjr-offtrm meuiliers of the di-^tfict 
board would innessanly <*ensc to exist kt the interiip. It would lx* 
ttu.misy thing for memlHU's of the Leghiintive Council, w illing to serve 
ns er-ofiino members of the distrnt hoards, to get themselves elec1<‘d 
in the local hoards «»f the snUliMsions m w'hich they reside under 
section M of the Act. and tims get themseKes leturned to the district 
hoards as repiescntati\es i*f their res|X‘ctive local hoards— this would 
save much imonvtmieiice to the district Ixnnis dunnir the jx^riod of 
Council election. Moreover, the admission of ejv)j^rm members ifito 
the district iMuuds wliose ('institution is defii:<*d and fegulated by the 
Stdf-fh>vernmenl Act and the rulex framed under that Act. will 
ue<easitate a recasting of the law and rules framed thereunder , and so 
long as this m not done, the acceptance of the resolutionV instead of 
doing any g(KHl. would .'ause much difficulty to the smimth working 
of the district Ixxirds. 1 then fore t>pp<>s/the i ('.solution. 

Babu KltHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I heartily support % 
resolution. At pree^nt half the members of the district board— I do not 
know the exact ^gure* at leaat in my time,, when I was in the district 
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board, it was half — are elected, and the other half nominated by ’Govern- 
ment - 

The HoM’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH SANERJEA: No. it is not 

half; twiMhirds are electee!. 

4lalNI KISHOlil MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If a iHember wants „to 
join the district board, he must seek election first in the local board, and 
with the support of the local board lueinJiers, if he is butuuate enoujrh, 
he can ^fo to the district IxKtrd, or he can be nominated by the District 
Ma^fistrate. This is a dithiulty at the prcsejit moinent. T am really 
sorry tiiai seveml chairj^ien of district laairds have opjiosed this motion. 

I do^)t know if there is a lurking suspicitui in their iniiul, and it may l>e 
they do not like to be disturbed in their position there may be other 
comfietitors, but wbateveint may be, 1 think the ehn-ted members of the 
(’ouncil, the representatives of the people, would be a ver\ valuable asset 
to the distii('t boartl. I’hey would be tin* link between the provincitthiuid 
district administrations. As in tbe(\ilcutta Muinci|Kilit) , it may be that 
some of the mernbers ntil\ not like to^i» thioU|ifh the ^’ene^al const itimiicy, 
and therefore, iiiNlcad of H«M inin|' by electhm the presence of some c<»in- 
petent pers(»ns, arran^^enient s ha\e been made that some jnembeis should 
be (*!«•( Ie«l by Uie ele< ted members of the ( ’orporation. So here, 1 think, 
if*this prim i|de < oh( e«led, it will b# ver\ valuablr service done to the 
distri<i b(»ard ; the district board will be b^oiefited by the advice ami 
presence' of the t epr esental iv»'s of the people* If they can represent 
their cimst jtiiem les in tlo' Legislative ('onm il, I do m»( understand why 
the\ should mil be considered ('oni[>efeiit to |irc» to the* district board. It 
is in the interests of the district hoard alsci that the\ sliuuld be made its 
inc^mlMUs; there should 1 h' no <lifHculty in the wav. At prc'seiit Uie ('ivil 
Sur>i:eon and the Dikl|;i^t» Deputy Inspec tor of Schools are t j-itjfiriii 
members otThe district board. Where w ill the barm be if (here is one 
more repiesentat i\ e of the peopled ( ioverriment mi|y rmf* be so anxrouN 
to nominate some one from outside if they K'et projier men in tlie (’ouncil 
in the person of the c'lected members. I think this is a very «’cmm 1 snj/jifes- 
tion, ami I have to thank the members fur brinj^in^r forwai'd this pr<»- 
posal. I have e\erv h(»pe ami cemfidence in our Hon'ble Minister in 
char^re of this department, and I uiu sure be will see his way to ftrant 
this ccfficession, in whatever wa> be thinks juoper, c ither by acceptinff 
the resolution or amending- (he fmiriicular sectiem or in any oth«*r way. 
The siig^j^estion. (her^fccre, I think, is a very valuable one, and I bof>e it 
will be accepted, w 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: T to support the resolution. 
The meinWrs of this (’oiin< i! J#e the yhosen representative's of (he people. 
Why should the distric t becards h^ve objection to accept these noui into 
"iybeir confidence?' Besides, these members will know the district t>etter 
and will have better chances to represent the people here. Tnder the con- 
•titution, half the district board meinliers are elecfecUb^^ thff Imal b<»ard 
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ujembers who again are elected by the people — one-fourth are Govern- 
‘‘meiit HcrvanU and one-fourth are nominated by the district board. As 
regards the (iovernment nominations, the Subdirisional Officer, the Civil 
Burgeon and the Inspector of Schools are nominated on the board and 
the district l>oard has only power to nominate one-fourth. Why should 
the district board object to take these representative^ into the board un- 
less it offends the susceptibilities of the chairman ? I see no reason for 
opposition and I think that is the reason which has actuated the Chair- 
men of three district boards here to oppose this resolution. So 1 
support it. 

Rni dOGENDRA CHUNDER GttOSE Bnhuiliifi I have very good 
reason to sympathise with those gentlemen who are not members of (he 
liM ul governing bodies of their constituencies ; but 1 am afraid, that thi.s 
resolution, if passed by us, will be an uddilional reproach on us that we 
seek out self-interests here ((Vies of; • No, no I was a rnembiu 
el^tjied by the di.striet IsKirds of the Tresidem y Division, but 1 was not 
a member of any distriet board and I did not think it right that I should 
seek nomination or even election there. I should say that it is right 
that those gentlemen who are out of their district hoards or other lm*al 
governing Inxlies should Ik? nominated by the Government, hut I should 
leave it to the Goveriiiiient authorities to do what is pniper and 1 should 
not force them to do anyUiing out of our selfish interests 

Babu TANKANATN CHAGOHURI: I rise to support this resolu- 
«»un (•’ Hear, hear ”). I <lid not think that there could l>e nu\ diffi- 
culty on the [lurt of a menilier of this Council to do the work of the 
Tiistrict board. A man cim very well (h> both the works; he can W a 
meiiik*! Ot the Council us wvil as a niemlier of thf‘ district boaid. At 
first I luul no mind U» sjKnik on the rcWution, but when I found that 
three veteran chuirmen of the district boards one after anogier opijos- 
ing tliis resolution and when 1 found that some gtuillenian remarked that 
the chairmen of district lioards are afraid of losing their powers and 
thendore the\ are opiKwing it, 1 thought it pro|»er Uiat I should spt^ak 
wmiethiug ov this resolution I do not think thut if a memU'r of the 
Council is nominated ex-offiew memkr of the district board, be would 
take away the jiopulanty of the chairman or rather of iirysjwivive 
chairman of the distriet Iniard. It may be said almut myself that 1 
have not l>een long enough a cliainnan to drink deep the cup of power, 
but 1 would put forwanl one argument in favour of this resolution which 
I did nut find any of the members putting forward* before. • We would 
like to see more jKjpulur representatives on the district boards than we 
have got now. At present we have got- two- thirds of the total number 
of memliei s electe<l by the local boards ; and if we can send in more 
elected members through the channel of nomination, it would add to the 
number «*f elected members on the district boards. Qenerally, on every 
district b^ard, w have got some 24 to members o# whom 16 to 20 are 
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fleeted. Now, if you can send in 2 or 3 members who are eiecM 
representatives of the people, we will have a lar^r number of elected 
element* on the district boards. For these reasons, 1 supjiort the 
resolution. 

KUMAR tHlB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 hud no desire U) take 
pdkt in the debate, first, because, as Khan Bahadur Kinaduddin has said, 
that if the members of this Council were really so niinded, they could very 
easily fjet into the district bmrds, and secondly, because lhi»se inenibc^rs 
of the Council who had seriously taken to the (\mncil work would not bo 
able to devote much time to the district boards. The attitude, however, 
of some^f the membt?is who are Chairmen of district boards, is really 
sur^tisinfr- Really, they should have lieen the first peojde to welcome 
the idea, but I find and I regrot to find that ft is they who are the only 
members of the Council t3 rai.se their voice in opposition to this pro- 
posal. Now that I have heaixi them^the real motive hehirid their opposi- 
tion appears to me in all its nudity. Their oppijsition on the ground of 
numerical or nomination ditficiiliies is absolutely an eye-wash- What 
their real objethiou to fiiiake us their assiM'iates, is, as has been pointed out 
by our friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chatldhuri that they see in us very 
formidable rivals to their rather safe position as Chairmen. The advant- 
ages of Dr. Moitra’,*» proposals are numerous and I need not recount them 
here; the chief of which undoubtedly is the close assoeijilion (»f the 
members of this Council in the adm ini stratum of the local self-govern- 
ment.s of their resj>e<’tive districts unef this, undoubtedly, i.s very desir- 
able from the point of view of district boards, l)Ut this is not thought 
desirable by llie Chairmen of ilistrict boards whf> are here! 

The Hon*ble 8ir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERdEA : 1 am very sorry 
that an element of personal refieefion should have been intnaluced into 
this debate, and aspersions should have l>een made iij>on the (^hairmen >»f 
district boards who had ventureil to speak out their minds and to express 
frankly and courageoiisly their opinions with regard to this motion. I 
have especially in view the unworthy, the unjust and the unrmuited 
reflections that have Imhmi cast upon my est<M*metl friend, Raja Ib'sW 
Ca*-'.* liuw. It has lM*eri suggested — I sfieak with a senst* of indignation, 
K»caiise I know* ih^ facts— that Raja ReslNH* (^»S8* I^aw, among oth<*rs, is 
•pf>o!g*d to this motion. Ix^cause he is afraid that if MemlsTs of this 
Council were to get into the district Isiards, his place would he jeojxird- 
isihI. and the plai-es of other Chairmen of district boards would lie im- 
perillerl. So far us Raja Reshe<* Case Law is concerned, T soy this, with 
the utnf8st emphasis and in justice to him ami as an answer to the 
unmerited aspersions that have been cast upon him, that he is anxious to 
be relieved of the responsibilities of Chairman of the District Hoard of 
the 24-PargBnas (“ Hear, hear **). He has seen me again and again— 
I think he saw me only ^day Wfore yesterday and he begged of me to 
do what I could in order that he might lie earlf reiieve<} of his present 
^office as Chairman of the District Boftfd of the 24*Pargallai. 1 thtnlt 
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Bahu Kiwhori Mohan Chaudhuri owea it to himself, as a matter of fair- 
neys. that he should withdraw the remarks that he has unjustly made 
about the clmirmen of district boards. We have had t^jo mu€h of this 
sort of things in this Council — asjiersions cast upon the repi*esentative8 
of the iieople for frankly, honourably and wholeheartedly doing their 
duty. ^ I think there ought to go forth a strong proWt on the part^ of 
this Council against the uilfherited reflections which have been made 
and the unworthy arguments that have l>een brought forward. I trust 
that it will not W necessary for me to raise my voice again in this 
imitter. Let us have a purer, a nobler, a more generous atmosphere, 
prevailing within the jnecincls of this Chamlier^of legislation, where is 
enthronwt the representative majesty ot the jieoide. Ui it not br said 
that this ( oum il has la-en degiaded into u, place where abuse and calumny 
are freidy bandied about. ^ ^ 

Well, S,r, HO mii. h iu< _ to peisom.l malteiH coiMon.ed. I 

feel It m.» duty tv ..i.poso Huh lesoTution on h.dmlf of (ioverninent mid I 
Idu.e toy i-iiH- uiM.n u .onslitutioniil K>»ut.d. (tin nioinl.eis of rm„„il 
n;o to In. UH-min-is ot th.- diHlrid hoa.dH. Th^ wbolo tivmi oi 

tnodfin d,.nnH',ut.r inHlilntionH in to n.ak.. nieiiil.e.s „f j.ublir hodioa 
leHi.ons.I.Ie to Uio.r .•oi.stit.ten. i,.H, !«• those . oi.stttuen. ies the (iove.n- 
.non m the elertotate.s. The eleeted tne.nheis are .enponsihle to their 
. onstituencies the eie. torate,. The nominated metnher.s «,e more or 
leHH resiH.ty^thle to (he (h.vteninent «h.,h »,,, Hunts them. Unt these 
Kent emeu are |« he ,x-offino niemhers without aiu time of tes.ionsihi- 
lity to any person, to any constituemy or to i,„y (ioverninent They 

«onld he unto, rats outsnle the ronstitntion, outsi.le these de, rati', 

institiitioiiH wlii.li «e ate ho anxum.s to introdure and estaldisl, this 
ronn I ask Hh (his Couneil preiH.red to snp|Hut a motion whirl, 

lia.ed niNin »n foundation like this;- It strikes at (he 

v.ty 'lio very en,,..,..... (he sp.nt of tlnnie detnmrut.e inslitutionH 

u,H,n wliieh hiH ( oam-.l is haned and win. h «e are ho anxiou.s to 
...slaldiHl, (Ins ..onntry. I hat ns the firnt ot,j,...t,„„, ,ha( it ,.s undemo- 

t,et us look at the matter fion, another point „f view. Suppose von 
u.H thts ...solution what will the puhli.- Hay- They will say - Z 
tho iKlit as mm h. t tneiins an enl«, cement of the powers and privile^ 

of Home of of ( .1 a.i.l it is as nni. h as we eipc ted I 

Mk he Hen, hers „f the la'Kislativ, (’„uiu il whether they are prepared to 

lay Ihenise y.H ..pen to an „.di...men. of (his kind f " 

whiih would he hicsed upon sounil reason^ i II 1 o ! ’ 

Mallik:gueH,i.,nV I um^ntitled ,:1 h.r:::v a..^ 

.nlerrup.,ul hy anylaaly, not even hy Bahu .Suremira xLh Mallik ^ 
pul .1 to the memWa ..f this (’mtmil whether they will allow then utij 
to 1 h> plai ed in a jmsition w here their couduct^s liable to a « * i 
atamUnK of this kindf Tie people will aavV • Oh Ml thev"" 

(or the expansion of the.r privileKes an^ this is only an illustra.h.n"* "“I 
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Wkat becomes of the prestif^e. the credit, the dignity of this Legislative 
Council P We often hear of our elec*L>rates. I think Dr. Jatiiidm Nath 
Moitra said on sotue occasion that he had a rukalatuatmt from his consti- 
tuency. What will your electorates say. when they will find that they 
are deprived ot their power of returning members to the ilistrict iMianlsP 
Of t«ur.se, the very^elec torates which return menilwrs to the Legislative 
Council return members to the district Ixinfds. ami you deprive your 
electors of the power of returning members to the hoard, beinusc once 
they are returned as members of the Legislative Council, thiy become 
ejr-offiew members of the district boanl. Thus, you d«‘jirive them of the 
right which they enjoy a ^present, a constitutional right which it is your 
businets to safeguard. I would not be a party it and I wouHl not liuve 
(lovernment to aciept it. Carry this resolution if you like against the 
(Jovernment. You think (kivernment will he ciwrccil. but Government 
will not submit to it (" Hear, hear Dur fnstftutions are all derived 
from the institutiiuis of Kngland. tfas anybody ev^j heard of a 
i icmber of 1‘ailiament Iwing aUo //>.«o facto u ineniln'r of » Courjty 
('ouucil 1 haW* nevcrdieard of it. 

My friend, Hubu Nityu Dhon Mukherjee has supported this reMdntion : 
but he has done it in a ver\ disinterested way. and let me point out his 
unselfishness in this nyitter. This resolution recinnmeiuls that all who 
ar^ membei s of this (’onncil are to he c.r-ojfirio menihers of the distrii t 
Imards. Wh\ not mciulMMs of the iiiunici|ialitii‘s also? I w'mild add a 
litlei that all iiieiulMU's who represent Cabuttn, whether ihi^v 1 h* meinlK*rs 
of the Corfwnation or not, if they are members of this Couim il, must also 
Ik* iiumuImms of the Cor|Hiratioii (“ Hear. hear”). I am sure the 
members of the Coiporation here will resent a thing of that kiml. They 
would resent it as an invasion of the constitutional rights of the Corpora- 
tion, and 1 am here as the ^fember of (lovernmenf to guard the constitu- 
tional rights of the distiict Isiurds. 1 therefore oppose this resolution 
and I trust that the gentlemen, who have spoken and supporteil it after 
hearing me and in view of the grave constitutional issues whiidi are to 
at stake, will decline to go int4» the lobby with my friend the mover who. 
I am afraid, seeks to mislead and misguide un. 

•D*"* i^ATIHDRA MATH MOITRAS From what I have heard from the 
opposers of this resolution, it seefbs to me that their opposition is based 
on a, technical difficulty But my resolution definitely states that steps 
be taken to give effe<t to this rewdution. The Government know what 
changes art to lie made. No rules are unalterable and the rules and 
regulations are often c hanged to suit the needs of the people. Sir. what 
is the function of the district iKiard? Is it not im hided in (he func tions 
of the liegislative ( ounc il to some extent P After all, party eonsidera* 
tions did not ac tuate me to bring forward this resolution. I felt the need 
and usefulness of our connection with the disirbit bt^rds. I am conrinc- 
ed^that much good will come out if this resolution it. given effect to 
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Hear, hear It has been argued that it will take away the demo- 
cratic character of the district boards. But if my resolution be given 
effect to, it will provide some^seats in the district boards for* the elected 
members of the l^egislative (’ouiicil like myself, whom you have, so far, 
not found to be sacriticing the interests of the country fm* the sake of his 
private gain (“ Hear, hear However, on the qther hand, the* elec- 
tion to the Ix»gislative ("ouncil will lie more thorough and abler men will 
1 h? returned to this (-ouncil for the very sake of getting efficient membem 
for the district boards also. If you allow the Civil Surgeons and in some 
cases other (iovernnieiit officers to be ei-officio members of district boards, 
do you think that the members of the I^egislat^e Council will be less effi- 
cient than them and will be more subordinate to the wishes of the Govern- 
ment? (“ Hear, hear "). I deny that allegation and I will not with- 
draw my resolution. c 

The motion was put and u division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AhmtS, Maulvl Rat Udtfifi. 

Alimtd, Mautvl YaAuInttdtfln. 
AArntd, Mr. M. 

Ahmfd, Muntlil Jafar. 

All, Mr. tyfd Irfan. 

All, Muntlil Amir. 

All, Munihl Ayub. 

Artiamudtfin, Maulvl Khandakar. 
•arma, Ral Sahib Panchanan. 
■hatlaeharjl, babu Ham Chandra. 
■m«, Mr. I. M. 

Chabdhurl, babu Kithorl Mahan. 
Ohaudhurl, babu Tankanath. 
Ohaudhurl, Ral Harandranalh. 
Oat, babu bhlaasadav. 

Hue, Mautvl thramut. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld-ud^ln. 


Khan, Maulvl Md. RaAbua Uddin. 

Khan. Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Makramall, Munaht. 

Mallik, babu kurandra Nath. 

Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

MukharJI, Profattar S. C. 

Muniok, babu NIroda bahary. 

Natkar, babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlavran, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharatwar. 

Ray, babu dogandra Krlahna. 

Ray, Mr. bIJoy Protad Singh. 

Roy, Rai bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan bahadur Abdut. 

Sarkar, babu dagaah Chandra. 

Sarkar, babu Riahindra Nath. 

SInha, babu Surandra Narayan. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Khan bahadur, Maulvl Smaduddln. 
A hm ad, Khan bahadur, Maulvl Watimuddin. 
banarjM, Iha Hon'blo Sir Surandra Nath, 
baau, babu datindra Nath, 
blaa, Mr. I. I. 

Ohaiidhuri, tha Han'bla tha Nawab balyld 
Navrab All, Khan bahadur. 

Daa, Mr. S. R. 

Ouval. Mr. N. P. 

Pranah, Mr. P. C. 


Qooda, Mr. b. W. 
Nobhyna, Mr. W. S. 
Nu nm ^tor d, Mr. Q. T. 
Karim, Maulvl AMuL 
Karim, Mamvt faiial. 


Karr, tha Hon'bla Mr. d. N. 
KhalUn, babu ,Oavl Protad. 

I Lang, Mr. X 

Law, Raja Raahaa Cast. 

' MIttar. tha Hon'bla Mr. P. 0. 
Pugh, Colonal A. d. 

Rohim, tha Nan bla Sir Abd ur. 
Roy, Raja Manliob Singli. 

Spry, Mr. N. I. • 

• tap ht m o n , Mr. H. L. 
buhrawardy, Or. Nmiaaa. 
bwaa, Mr. X A. L. 

Walsh. Hr. C. P. 

Whaaior, tha Nou*Ma btr Nonry. 

. Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being Jh and the Noes 30, the motion was carried. 
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Cwmtral Surwy antf OpwatMm. 

Maulv^i MUHAMMAD AftOUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: •• Thi* 

Council recommends to the Government that the cadastral survey and 
settlement operations be postjwned «o long as llic financial couditiouH of 
the province do not improve.*’ 

I think everyone of us m this Council, either olHciid or non>ofliciaU 
must admit that the present financial condition > of the proving an* as 
bad as they could ever be and that therefore additional taxations are going 
to be imjxised on the ptior f »‘o pie. I am always opj>os(‘d to (axatioTi and 
unnecessary exiienditui-e, and the cadastral sntvey and settlement 
operations, which are nftw going on in some districts, are not so nw'ful 
that (?overnment are not in a position to avoid them. T submit that it will 
Ih* wise for tlic (iovernmeiit not to burden the i>«*oplc with fresh taxation 
ut the present moment as tiiis will give a handle to the non-co-o|H»rators 
who go about and preach that by the present adnunnstiution. the iH'oplij 
are going to be fKKirer and ptnuer, and so I tlunk (loNcrnnicni should 
at least thesfe ^)perations unti! the financial conditions improve. 

It might tie said that a large number of ofhc*»ri^ have already Ihhmi 
ap[M)inted and that if tin* operations are now jio-iponed they would bo 
thrown out. I submit that Government should have thought of the jHKir 
tax-payers prior to il*e conseleration of its servant s and so I ap|>oal to 
tlie Government and to the Council U) accept my resolution and to give 
eft’ei t to it. 

Raja RE8HEE CASE LAW: T here can la* no doubt that the object 
with which this resedutiun has beeut moved is a laudable one. lis the caelas- 
ti.il survey an<l settlement oiH*rations entail a good tleul of exfMUiditure 
u]H)n the landlords, tenants and the Governineni, and all of them f(H*l a 
severe strain itfion their purst!H on a<'count of the pre.sent economic and 
financial conditions of the province. Hut the remeily [irojsised by tlie 
resolution will lie i%orse than the dimise, if it lx» given effect Ui its full 
extent. I>ots of money have already lH*en exi>t*nded by all the {mrties 
concerned during the progress of the survey and settlement o{N*raiions, 
not to speak of the trouUe which they have undergone in their ulUnnpt 
to prove their right^ title and iiitf^rest. If the oiierations therefore be 
[loetjioged indefiuiUdy, us there it no certainty when the conditiotn of Uie 
province will im[)rove, then all the troubles and all the eXfKUiditure tliat 
have already l>een incurred will go for nothing, and when the o|n*rations 
will he resumed, the setlleia€‘nt oflicors will h.ive to tre^ad the same 
ground ofer again from the very beginning, as in the meantime there 
would be considerable change in the rights and ownerships of the lands by 
inheritance and transfers by sale, gift, mortgage, eU:. Hence there 
would be a severe loes both to the landlords and tenanta, and the labours 
of the previous settlement ofiBcers will be of no practical use. Under the 
circumstances, it would be better if the resolution^ accepted in a nuKii- 
^ form, and that is, not to commence cadastral survey and aetilement 
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oiteratioriH where they have not alreaJy beg^n, but only aanctioned, till 
**lhe financial conditionn of the [M*ovince improve, but where the operations 
have already commenced, they should not be kept in abeyance. I 
should therefore supjMirt the resolution if it be accepted in this modified 
fonn. 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. J. H. KERR; In the ibsence, through a re^t- 
table accident, of the floirble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwun, it has fallen to rue to deal with this resolution. I have , 
|HThai>s some (jualifications for disi ussin^ this matter Irecause I si>ent 
seven \«*arH of my life in the Settlement Departmeiit and I can thoroug’hly 
appreciate what tha effect would be if effect we^e ;4 veii to this resdiiition. 
Th(» (’ouricil lust March, bv a majoriiv passed after a lengthy 

discussion a motion which indicated that in ftieii (tpinion the programme 
of the prejmration of the record -of-nghts in Bengal should be carried out 
ns <|uickl\ as isissible and should not be stoi>fH*d SiiK^e then we have 
had our financial disapiHuntments, and oue of the things that 1 most regiet 
about the financial stringency is that it comisdled me to pro|K)He to 
(lovernment that the {irogranime of the St*ttlement l)e|mrtinent should be 
cut down by half. I made that pri»iM>saJ aft(‘r disc ussing the situation 
in great detail with thtj,J)i rector (if Band Becoids, and we came to the 
ctuiclusion that wliile it was leasible to curtail the o|H‘rations to that 
extent, it W'ould la* absolutely im|N)ssible to st^ip them altogether with the 
hope of resuming them when financial ronditions improMMl. d lie effect of 
stnpmng the ojH^rations tejujaiiariB' would )ndee<l fie serious. It 
Would mean that we should have to discharge tlx* whole ot our skilled 
survey staff, thus involving us in very considerable liabilities for 
eonijsMisatory ptMisions, because these men lM*iiig highly skilled draw' 
fairly high rati's of pay. Apuit from the >ii'\^y staff, we hav«* the 
settliMiient stuff, mostly teiiijMttarN men it is true and not entitle<l to 
jM-nsions, but I siibm t int'tb*d to seme <'onsidt i ution at the hands of 
this (h)unei]. d'he numlwT of kamingoes at present employed in the 
Settlement Department is 2Sb and tlie mimlxT of < lerks ami peshkars 
l.StKt and th«* numlH'‘r of amins about Now. it would lie a 

serious matter io turn thes^* traine<l men out iiiU> the — serious 

not only for the men themstdves but also for the Settlement Department 
ami for the Government lH*eause it would take a long time if after an 
interval of a few years the settlement ofierations were refiumed, to collet't 
u staft of that kind again ami to train them. It would take a very long 
time before the staff could Im» as ettit'ient in its work ns the {^resent staff' 
is. So I say that it would be falm* economy to stop the settlement ojier-a- 
tions from the i>oint of view of Government and it would be verv unfor- 
tunate from the jx>int <»f view of those men whom we have trained and 
given employment to with every reason to suppoae that they would ret'eive 
similar employment for many years to c6me. It would be a great hard- 
ship on these met to turn them out. , 
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Then airain the effect of stoppinfjf the neitlement ofHM'alionR on the 
geheral administration would be serioUvS. Those who are servinpr on^ 
the Committee apjKunted t(» ct>iisider the amendinent of the Benpul Ten- 
ancy Act Will, I am sure, suppiut me wlieu I min that all ouj m<»st 
valuable information comes fiom the settlement (>ftie»‘rs. 1’he\ alone 
can pive us definite information as to the state of relations betwf»<*u 
landlords and tenrflits in different |Kirts of the ]>rovinee and as to the 
manner in which pro[K>sals for the amendment i>f the law will affect land- 
lords and tenants in partii'ular areas. I say it would Im' misf<>r- 

tune for (loverniiient and the atlministration and for the landlords and 
teimnts of this Presidenev if lliese setthoneiit o|)«M'attons were stopiaMl. 
That^is inirticularly tin* case in ('onneetion witli the o|HMatn»ns which 
have just lH*en started ii the Pajshahi Division and in Northern 
Benpal repurdinp which we have at present remaikahlv little iiifoi illa- 
tion in res|H*(’t of the state of redations hc'twc^en Jandlords ami tcMiunts. 
Then a further }Hnnt is if wt ac'ec'pt the rescdutinn and st(»p the sfttle- 
mei t oi>erations now, we should loiie a'l the m-mey we have laid out in 
Pahna, Bopra, yirhhurn and TClitilna. Those disincts are not yet ready 
for re< over\ oiH'rations and ii is obvious that if v. e stop the pn*pnration 
f/ the record-of-riphts for three or foiii yeft'S, thc‘ whole* woik will have 
to Ih* pone over apain and we c-ould not c*xj>f»ct the landlords and tcooiiitH 
to j»a\ for the* work tl^at ha*' lamn carried out up to date. As a matter 
o^fac’t the* arranpc‘ments that have hc‘c*n made* for curtailmp tin* settle- 
ment jiidpranimc' will n*snlt i'c*\t vear in as hirp** a sum lM*inp ccdh*( tc*c1 
in the matter of recovery of sc*t th*mc*tit costs a.s will Ik* s[K‘nt on c*xtendnip 
the o|H’rations: tliat is te» the net cost of si*tth*iin*nt ojK-riit loiis to 

(}nvernTin‘iit ii(‘xt yc*ar will be nothinp at all. So 1 claim that in this 
nnavoidahle and rc‘prettnhle financ ial strinpenc'V, in this uiiavoidiihh* and 
reprettuhle curtailment of Hcttlement ojierations, w'e have, as a matter 
of fact, proc c*cch*d on tin* most c< c»nomic-al liin*s jMissihle. 1'lns jmrti- 
cular rescdiition would h*ad to ^^'■ic'at h>‘'S to Cbivc'rnmc'iil , to tin* admin- 
i.stration and to nil who are interested in tenanc'v cjuestioris. It would 
lead to pravc injustice and )turdshi{> to tin* larpc traimnl staff that we 
are c*mplovirp, and I trust that th** CouTn*il will decline to ac c'cpt thia 
projMvsal. 

.MauKi MUHAMMAO ABDUL 4UBBAR PAHLOWANi After 

henrinp the Hon’hle Member I think I should withdraw the resedution, 
and so I ask the jK*nnission of the ('ouiiril to do so 

1‘he motion was then, bv h*ave of the ('ounril, withdraifll. 

Withdrawal of raaolifiiofi. 

The follow inp resolution atandiup in the name of Bahu Indu Bhuahari 
Dutia was, in the absence of the nieml>er, deemed to be withdrawn; — 
“ Thia Council recoromeiida to the Government that the minimum 
age-limit for the Matriculation examination of thf Calcutta Univeraity 

• 
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he fixe<l at fifteen years on the Ist March of the year in which the exam> 
illation is held and that this mle he introduced from the current 
year ” 


Inifirovaiiieiit of sanitary condition of wiHager. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur; t move that chis 
('/cmuril recommends to the Oovemment that a committee consigtinp^ of 
12 memhers to lie elected hy the Council by the single transferable vote 
lie apjjriinted to recommend practical measures for the improvement of ^ 
the Hunitiiry condition of villaj^es anrl supply of prood drinking? water 
and to devise ways and means for carrying? o\)t such measures imme- 
diately.” 

I move I his resohiHon W'cause one year and more have elapsed since 
this Canned was constitutnl and we (uiue fa here with hijfh hopes of 
j)rt>^ress and amelioration of the conditiems of the people of this country. 

If there were no such hojx*s, I for f»ne would never have thouprht of 
e<»minff here. Jlut during? tl'c last year I find that nothing has yet l>een 
done, and 1 do not know* whether during our tf^^mre of office here any- 
thinif prood will ac:crue to this country. We have pivssed resolutions 
after resolutions hut nothing has yet h(*en d«*ne. It is in our power 
only to |)asH jesolutions, hut it is for the exo'^utive to ^Hve effect to 
them. Of c(turse, the financial difficulty is in our way. T do not for 
B moment think that our Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Ilanerjea, is not 
anxious like mysrdf that soiaethinjr slnaild l>e done for improvinff the 
sanitary eonditions of this country, hut in despair I ask, what has lH*en 
done? T iheref(>re move this resolution that a committee he appointed 
to consider tlie whole matter and to devise ways and means, but if I find 
that oiir Minist4T has taken ample* measures or is poinjj to take ample 
measures I shall he satiMfied Hut a.s I am not \et satisfied that be has 
done anythirij? 1 move this resolution. 

TKb Sir BUREHDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think I had 

hatter reply now for the simple reason that an explanation from me wu'II 
probably satisfy my friend, and possibly he will not press his resolution. 
Mv friend wants to know what has l>een done, and he has expies.sed some 
little impatience at the fact that nothing has yet been done, I desire 
to point out that we have been only one year in office and a year is not very 
much in the life time of a Oovernment or Minister, but we have not been 
idle during that year, and 1 think I shall be able, if I am asked, to pre- 
sent to the Houae a record of work which I trust the House ’^ill regard 
ns satisfactory, even in the matter of public health. We are framing 
ctunprehensive schemes of anti-malarial operations for ns many districts 
as we possibly ran. My friend will probably remember that I cireularis- 
ed the district hoards asking them to hold conferences — district eonferen- 
cee — for the purpose of formulating schemes of water-supply and anti- 
malaria] operations, promising at the same time that I wouM he preeent 
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if WMiuired. Well, I had the honour of being present at nine of these 
district board conferences, and I think several district Inwirds have sub- 
netted their schemes, and my Deportment is considernig them. 

The SIfnitary Engineer and the Director of Public Health are con- 
ferring in or(Jer to settle what schemes should be tnkVn it band, and I 
have just made inquiries to-day: they have nearly come to some definite 
contusion. Of course, for financing the schemes a policy of loan will 
be absolutely necessary. Therefore, as soon ns these st hemes are remly, 

I propo.se to lay them lK‘fore the Legi.slative Touncil ajid ask the Otium il 
• to vote the money. It will be necessary to embark upon a loan policy 
and if I get a loan I hope to l>e able to lay the foundati»)n of a lutiad 
and oomjttehensive (ampaign of anti-mnlarial operations. 1 hope my 
frienJr will he satisfied. More than that I cannot say at the jiiesent 
moment. Thus, we aic doing some work and we hope to do more 

With regard to water-.fupfdv. the position i.s very much (he same. 
The di.strict hoards were invited to submit .sehemes of anti-malarial 
operations and also schemes for water-supply and they have d‘uie so in 
several cases, j^t will be seen that we have w(»rked on these fundamental 
considerations affecting the health of the province, because* if we can 
extend an adetiuate supply of pure watin* and grappb* with malaria 
I think we shall have laiel broad and defp the foundatitms tipon whie h 
the public health of province depends. T hope and fnist (bat my 
friend after hearing this explanati(»n will not press liis moti'»n. 

Rai aOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 hn\e beard Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea. So far as we are concerned, we must to a 
certain extent rely upon our Minister and without him v^e « an simfdy 
pass ineffectual lesolutions. 'riierefore, we must wait till he fontnilales 
his scheme and then it would be time for me to ask for a committee to 
examine the s< heme, and us Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea agrees to that, 

1 withdraw my resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Oouneil, withdrawn. 

Commercial lnslitutt« Calcutta. 

Babu KI8H0RI 4M0HAN CHAUDHURI: 1 move that this Coun- 
cil recommends to the Government that the Coinraercial Institute in 
Calcutta l>e raised to the status of a Commercial College for higher com- * 
mercial study up to Oommercial degree examinations with arrangements 
for practi^l training by apprenticeship in well-establi«hed firms recog- 
nised by Government/* 

I have been trying for some time to bring this matter Iwfore the 
Council, but somehow or other there has been some delay. It is, I 
* understand, in the contemplation of Government and there has been 
some attempt for developing the (Commercial Institute which is now 
conducted by Government in Bow Basar Street.* I^ast year, when our 
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Minister in charge of the Department presided over the prize Distribu- 
tion rererijony, he «aid — 

A or diploma no doubt loomed very large before the pupils who came in 

earlier days, and they felt disappointed not to find any provision for' these after 
they had passedtfroin here, but by this tima they have come to realise that success 
in bnsinesH or the ihance of preferment in business firms depends uppn what they 
can do rather tlian upon what they [s rscss, ftir business men are business mjn aH 
the world over, 

Luicr on lie naid — 

I am aware that the improvement of the institute is a matter of great impor- 
tance The accommodation, though central, leaves much to lie desired The Tech- • 
meal fv luKil which is to Ik* constructed in Corporation Street is designed with a view 
to its iiUfmaU' development into a Technological InstiPite It may be "that aiKxim- 
mixlation can Iw found there for the C^mimercial Institute, The possibility at any 
rat<* will not Ik* lost sight of Again there is the question of the recruitment of a 
Principal in Kngland This at present rests with the Secretary of State, but in view' 
of the diffii'ulty which has been found in obtaining a Principal with the s{)e(‘ia] train- 
ing and qualiftcationli required, I am now considering whether steps cannot be taken 
t<i expedite matters On the arrival <»f a Priic ipsd, I |)ropo.se, at ter he has had tier 
to get exfierience of the work, to go into the question of the future development and 
expansion of the |nstitute. 

80 I undcrutaiiil that (ifovernment hits decided that something 
should be done. 

The (’alrutta T^niversity'*prot) 00 wf some time ago to appoint a Com- 
mittee to formulate whenies for the arrangement of commercial study 
which it did and Uie report was submilled iji March, 1918. Hut nothing 
has been firacticdlly done. Kecenlly, an ai rang'cnient has been ma<le 
in the I'liivewiily for fKist-grnduate study in commerce. 1 really lail to 
understand why this arrangement was made but not the other one, that 
is ior the atliliation of lertuin institutions up to the H.A. standard. In 
the existing institution though the students are taught up to the I. A. 
standard, no such diploma is granted. It (-an lie taken as u school im- 
fiarting education in comirierce up to the I. A. standard and if it can be 
afiiliuted up to the H.A. standard u real improvement would lie made in 
the way of viM ulioiial education. Nowadays it is admitted on ail hands, 
that vocational education is of absolute necessity, but as a matter of fact 
wa have done nothing so far as this is concerned. 

I referred to the si>ee<‘h of the Hon’ble Mini.ster-in which it is .stateo 
that an attempt was being made to recruit a l^rincipal from Engb.nd ano 
1 may submit that at the time it was urrauged that a qualified Principal 
beginning with a pay of Us. 8 tKl should l>e retiruited. 'I'he ({ualifications 
laid down by the (Government for the l*rincipalship were tha^Jie ahoubi 
lie a graduate of a Hritish University and should have sj»e<*iuliited in 
some that w'ill be useful to him as the head of the only (roverninent 
institution providinj^ coiumen'ial education in an important commen ial 
centre like (Calcutta. " It was stated that ha should, if possible, have hati 
experience of conifhei^ial education in (Great Britain and ha\'e a know- 
ledge of economics or nave bad some actual experience in business. Thus 



1922.] COMMERcAl INSTITUTE, CALCUTTA. 197 

it.wUl be seen that a knowledge of economics and eiperience in Imsiness 
is specially laid down as being the kind of qualifications that the l*rin< i.* 
pal ahoulA possess. 

That was the arrangement made, but the Secretary ol State coul.l not 
find out any Aian of such qualifications and on such a pay and none lias 
bee* appointed up^to this day. Subsequently Mr. Sen, who i.** now in 
charge of the Commercial Institute, was rccoiimicnded to he ap|HjinU‘tl 
Principal. Now in to-day s KnijJtshnmu I see an ailvert iseiucnt iuvitiiijL; 
applications for the post of the Principal of the (loverninent (%>innier«'ial 
Institute, Calcutta, on I. K. R. pay. For a candidate of non-Indian 
domicile the initial sahy^y w Wl be Ks. 1,(MM) inoie or less according to 
age, Wnd will rise to Ps. l.fiot) or over, including alh>v\ances. If a 
candidate of Indian domicile is appointed the corresjxuuling figure.s 
will be Rs. 850 and Rs. 1,4(K) lespectively. 'I’ho Piincipal will he re- 
quired to lecture on some commercial subject besides controlling the 
Institute. He should have had actual hiisiness experience in addition 
to other general and special qualifications, anil should preferably l>e a 
Fnversity graddhte. Tfte appoint tnent will be uiade by the (lovei nmimt 
of Bengal. Here it will be noticed thirt need not be a T^nVM'sity 
graduate. That is to say what advantage we derive hy appointing any 
man of non-Indian domicile on a hfghet prtV 1 fail to understand. On 
th* other hand, the amount ]irovided for the appointment of such a 
Principal may he utilised and Mr. Sen be appointed for the present to 
1)6 the PrincijHil of the Institution and a third-year class be opened at 
once with the help of two other officers who may be available in India oti 
Rs. 300 to 400 a month each. At present for the evening class in the 
Commercial Institute there are arrangements for teaching (h outline^ 
of political economy, (LM hanking and (‘urrency, (^) annuities and in- 
surance, (4) mercantile law, and 15) accounlancv and auditing. Rut 
there are only two professors at present employed there. Though there 
is a provision for the appointment of thr^e officers for teaching other 
things, at present I think the mercantile law and acc ountanev and audit- 
ing are taught, but for other subjects there is money provided. Tf that 
amount be utilised in the existing institution at once a third-year rlaas 
can be opened for the furtherance of commercial study. At [iresent 
onty sowe clerks are turned out. That is not really the thing we want. 
We want higher training in commerce. The f?aleutta Cni^-ersity Com- 
mission’s recomniendaiion was that at present an institution up to the 
I. A. standard might Im* o|>ened, and subsequently when (he students would 
be coming^p in large numbers higher training < ouId lie imparted up to 
the B.A. standard. As the Calcutta Fniversity had already pr<|vided 
for poet -graduate study in commerce, I !)eliove th% Cniversity Is now 
prepared to recommend any institution if the Oovetnrnent l)e willing to 
provide for necessary funds and in this C 4 ise, as I aafrl, it will not be a 
very costly scheme for Oovernment. For openingea B.A. class I think 
My inch aw<>wDt a* was proposed la«t year for the aj^intwenl of the 

U 
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^ Principal would be quite enough and the whole amount may not be 
neceesary because an increment of Rs. 200 or 300 to Mr. Sen would be 
quite enough to induce him to accept the responsibility of the^Frincipal 
and to other lectures who might be appointed on Rs. 700 to 800. So far 
as the third-year class is concerned, we need not w^ait for long and the 
special arrangement for building a suitable house need not be made at 
present. I believe that there is an amendment prop«^sed by 
Mt, Khnitari* on this subject. I think the Marwari community will be 
very anxious to encourage such an institution, and I hope and trust with ^ 
their co-operation and assistance this can l>e made a success, and Bengal 
might be greatly benefited by the arrangement of vra-ationaKeduration 
for which in Calcutta there is not very sufficient arrangement fOr the 
youtliful generation to earn a deceiit livelihood by taking to commercial 
enterprise. 

For these reasons, T think t]»e prof)osed arrangement will be eonsider- 
ed by Government and the arrangement for appointing another man on a 
higher pay without insisting upon the qualifications for which the 
arrangement was previously made, T mean merely a highly-paid officers’ 
appointment, should not be considered enough and the existing arrange- 
ment might be utilised with the help of the officers suggested at a very 
moderate expendiftire. A third-vear class TTn'ght now be opened and 
that to the existing class examinatimi the curriculum for I. A. examifla- 
tion might be added. That will ))e stiflicient for our present purposes 
and next year further necessary arrangements miglit be made for open- 
ing a fourth-year class and further ar(*ommodation jnight be provided. 
After the recomitjendation by the Calcutta Fniversity, tlie Government 
of India was willing to do something and if the existing institution could 
be recognised then as an institution for ifnpailing education up to the 
I. A. standard the B..\. classes might have heen oyx'ned by this time. 'I'he 
ohject of materialising the institution up to the B.A. standard could be 
accomplished hut un fortunately that has not Wen done. In Dacca, a 
beginning has been made, and I understand a larger numWr of students 
flock there and manv had to come away disappointed for want of accom- 
modation. At Berhampore, I believe, the Maharaja of Kasimbaxar 
opened an institution, but it could not go on for want of sufficient en- 
couragement from Government. I understand now in the CoKinerrial 
Institute about 700 to 800 students are admitted annually. Ever^^ year 
many students come for admission and my information is that a large 
numWr of students is rejected for want of accommodation. The Syden- 
ham College at Bombay is a verv' costly arrangement and it is not possi- 
ble for many to take that advantage. My suggestion is that Govern- 
ment should ref'onsider the appointment of a bigblv-paid officer ns 
Principal and abandon that idea for the present, and Mr. Ben who T 
\inderstand was found comyietent by the members of the existing board 
and who was actually recommended for the Principalship some time ago 
and who has l>een working here for the last 11 years may be appointed 
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to .tke post. He is an M.A. in economics and the institution will he 
benefited by his appointment. While it was a part of the Presidency 
Coll^ abeut 200 students used to get instruction there ; at present alumt 
700 to 800 get their instruction and there is every possibility of <levelop. 
ing this instittiA)n. If Government would be kind enough (o make a 
very •moderate grai^t, the institution might gradually develop. 

With these words, I submit the proposal for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Babu DEVI PR08AD KHAITAN: I am grateful to Ilabu Ki*<luiri 
Mohan Ch^udhuri for hi^ving brought this subject liefore this House. 
Thci amendment that 1 am moving is that the words " atliliutcd to the 
('alcutta University ” l>e inscitcd aftci the word (\>llege ’* and that 
the following words be addeckat the end, viz., “ and that the said Univer- 
hity l>e given option to include the same as a part of its teaching df*parl- 
merit.*' The resolution as amended would read like this: This (\»uri- 

cil recommends to the Government that the Commercial Institute in 
Calcutta be raised to the •status of a Commercial (^dlege affiliated to the 
Calcutta University for higher commen iul study up to coinnimi lal degree 
examinations with urrangements for piactical training by apprentice- 
ship in well-established firn.s rccogni.scd by Government and that the 
said University be giverf option to include the same as a jiart of its teach- 
ing dc'partment 

The condition of our ]»rovnu‘e i.s well known. There is a great deal 
of unemployment. In the recent debate that took place in Parliument 
on the 14th of this month, the Siecretury of State in the louise of the 
delate .‘•aid- - 

India was highly taxed, pru'es Umj were very high and the |H»pulatiui( uas very 
poor. The only cure was the development of the indiistna! and agricultural 
resources of Inilia in order that [leople might Iiecs>me rudivr 

Sir, every word of it is absolutely c^irrcct, excejd thuf tlicue is a 
slight omission there. He* ought to have stated the devidopmcmt of the 
industrial and agricultural r»‘s<>un‘CH of India and the commenc e of the 
country. In order to impiote and develop the commcTce of the country, 
it is desirable that the people of this province* should I>e educated in 
commerce ; and although commercial education is not the* only necessary 
factor for the development of commerce, yet it wmII 1m* recognised that 
it is one of the essential factors. Bombay has already got at least two 
colleges of Commerce — the Sydenham College of fVimrnerce and the 
Institute of^Commerce and it must be known to almost everv' member 
of this House that Iiotb the colleges are progressing very satisfactorilv 
It is rather a matter of disgrace that, although we talk so much of the 
improvement of commerce and the establishment and imparting of com- 
mercial education, we have at present no commercial college whntsceTer. 
As has been stated, the Commercial Institute, tha^ is at present Iwing 
coniJtiftfd in Cnlcnfia, is merely a muimfaoturer of clarka rather than 

li k 



aoo COMMERCIAL INSTITDTE, dALCUTTA. [23iid Fm. 

of ])er#M)n8 who take an indej>eu(lent charge oi‘ commercial houses and 
f can run commercial businesH on their own initiative. This is what is 
desired. There are some schools in this province which w^it to give 
conimercial education in the school carriculum; and although the 
University has adopted a scheme whereby commercial education could 
be imparted at schools, yet the whools cannot do so by reason the 
fact that, after passing the Matrii ulalion examination, there is no 
institution whatsoever to which stndenls can go for advanced study in 
comni(?rce. It is very desirable, Sir. that th(‘ (Commercial Institute 
that is at present run in (,’alcutta by (iovernment, should be raised to * 
the status of a ('ommercial Utillege. Then. Sir, the (jiiesyon comes 
for consideration as to where the cxjmmiscs are to come from? It„’8 well 
known that the Ualiuttn TTiiverHit\ Ims at jiresent framed a scheme for 
commercial education. That scheme satisfactory. But the Ualcutta 
TTniversitv, if it is to run a separate college or a separate department 
by itself for tlie comno'reial education of its students, cannot find the 
neres.sarv funds. Again Government cannot find the nece.ssarv funds 
for running an independent e/immercial I'ollegc Bv jiTnalgamating the 
most imfiortant rommereial teaibing df‘T)artTneiit of the University with 
this rommereial Institute it mav l>e rais(‘d to tlie status of a Uom- 
mercial Uidlege. The amendment that I am moving does not make it 
eompulsorv on the TTniversitv to take it u|). if th.*v cannot do it. What 
I sav fhe Ualcutta Univeisit\ has been doing a g»'od deal in recent veais 
in order to imnnrt commercial education to students, jmd there is no 
reason whv this Institute sliould not be made over to tbe raleutfa Uni- 
versity, if fbev find that by nmaliramatinir their f)\vn teaching depart- 
ment with this Institute thev can run commercial cours<‘ verv well There 
is ariother advantaire in tlie comhination It is well known that it is 
at present difficult to find out teachcis and pTofi*ssors for ('ommercial 
course in this (‘ountrv. For some branches it will he nei'essary to bring 
teachers and professors from outside notwithstanding the fact what thr 
learned mover of the resolution has said that it is not at all nocosarv 
to bring in professors from outside to teach commerrial course. It is 
a lamentable matter no doubt, but it is a fai t that it has «o»t to be 
recognised and that if eomiuerrial education has got to b' imriarfed. 
teachers and profe.ssors on some branches have got to lie brought from 
outside Now if these two me amalgamated tbe result will be that the 
anme set of t>rt>fes.snrs will be able to teach from the first-vear class to 
the post-graduate course and the tmiehers being ’under tbe guidanro of 
the able ]>rofessors brought from outside will be better abb to perform 
their duties bv r«»ason of experience. Moreover, the roroniereial 
College whii’h will come into existence bv such combination ran be run 
on far sounder basis with the minimum of ex|>enditure and with the 
maximum of more sntisfaetorv and gomi results than what thev are at 
present obtnininp the existing rommereial institute, and I hope and 
tni»t that in thw timm when there is so much talk of rnniniercial and 



1022 .] 


COMMERCAL INSTITDTE, CALCUTTie. 


201 


in^ufttrial growth something substuutial should he done to impart sound 
education at least to some of our students who are very anxious to reoeivc^* 
such education. 

The question of unemployment cannot Im* solVed by simply creatinj? 
clerks and by creating posts in (fovernment and municipalities. There 
w a*limit to all th^se. What is to W done^ We must develop our 
commerce and industries — and that cannot Is* dotie as long as our young 
men are net well trained in this branch. I hope, Sir, this resolution will 
commend it.self not oOily to the acceptance of tins House but alsf) of Gov- 
ernment. 

Bj)[ni ftlSHORI MORAN CHAUOHURI • In view of what has f.illen 
from Mr. Khaitan. T accept the atneiidment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHAN5RA RAY CHAUOHURI: 1 have every 
sympathy with the resolution and the amendment and have no doubt 
that the mover is prompted with very best motive. Sir, niy ex|>cnence 
in England and in Ifidia teaches me that commerce cannot he taught in 
C'olleges or st hools. It can only he learnt hv apprenti('eship in shnps and 
mercantile firms. Training in ccmnnerciul ctdleges make students 
unfit for humble commercial life. Mr Khaitan vho comes frowi the 
Marwari community kjnows very well that the .Marwari ccmmierc ial men 
def not know anything ahout political ec'ommiy nor they see any commer- 
cial maps and charts nor read c-oinmercial geography and yet* they are 
captains of commerce and inclustrv 1 have seen in Manchester students 
after getting their degree of H. (’oin. from (he Manchester University 
fail t(» find luc rative employment in the* local mercantile firms, (hit of 
a large numher of these* commercial gracluates only a few to my knowledge* 
succeeded in finding good c*mpIoyment . In this country, 1 am afraid, 
students after getting their cominerc'ial degree w'ill try to seek employ- 
ment under Government. I i«*meinher the cases of the* agricultural 
.students who were s«*nt from here to the Girencester (hdlege in England 
and after they jiassed out from there very few’ took to agriculture as 
profession hut some of them entered (ioverninent service as Deputy 
Magistrates and they thought (hat they had a spec ial claim on Gc»vern- 
ment. We have ampngst us good c*omiiierc ial magnates like Sir David 
Yule, ^esho Ram Podclar, Mr. Madan and others- they are the people 
who know what commerc ial training is good for youths and w ith whose* 
firms they ought to liy placed for ccunniercial training. 1 think, Sir, the 
whole bnsines.s of commercial c*diic‘ution should he in the hands of the 
Calcutta Corporation. In England it is the ('orporaf Ion with commercial 
magnates as Councillors which has charge of cximmercial eilucaiioii ^nd 
these magnates admit pupils in their firms. As regards the Govern* 
ment Commercial Institute which we have in Calcutta it turns out idiort- 
kand wri^rs and typists and accountants and I know, Sir, from person- 
al experience that its passed pupils cannot find ergployment in any Cal- 
cutta firms as responsible assistants because they learned nothing at>out 
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practical business, except the art of shorthand and typing and account- 
ancy. Unless these men serve as apprentices in a commercial firm tliey 
can learn nothing about business and you cannot expect any firm to 
employ them as assistants either. 

T say that instead of the Ilni^^ersity, commercial educaHion should be 
taken over by the Calcutta Corjmnition and the Commissioners who are 
connected with commerce and trade of this great mercantile city should 
control commercial education. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE AND. 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon^ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudburi, 
Khan Bahadur): 1 am in agreement with much that has beeh said by 
llabu Kishori Mohan (’haudhuri. The necessity of improving the 
(lovernmeni (Commercial Institute and of raising its status has long been 
recognised by (lovornment. lint it has alH<S been recognised that an 
essential preliminary is the appointment of a fully qualified Principal. 

It is now two years since this (Government moved the Secretory of State 
to recruit a qualified officer for the jnist. Some time ago the Govern- 
ment felt that the matter could no longer be deferred, and asked the 
Secretary of State, if he were still unable to find a qualified (-andidate, to 
allow us to select and appoint a Principal bK ally. We have just receiveo 
his sanction to the adopt i(m of this c<»urHe, am] steps are now being taken 
to fill the post. The new Principal will re(iuire stmic time (<» studv exist- 
ing conditions, but I shall ask the Direc tor of Industries to draw up as 
soon as possible, in consultation with the Principal, a complete scheme for 
the improvement of the (Commercial Institute. The (|uestion of affiliating 
the Institute to the University and of the gninting of degrees for Com- 
merce will then receive full consideration. At present I have an ojien 
mind on the subject. On the one hand, the (Calcutta University Com- 
mission thought that the time had not yet come for grunting degrees; 
on the other hand, circumstances have changed since the (’ommission 
wrote its report, and there is an undoubted popular demand for degrees 
in Commerce. I am therefore prepared to refer the matter of affiliation to 
the expert advisers of Gc»vernment. 

As regards arrangements for higher tnnning by apprenticeship in 
rinmgnised firms, a scheme for granting diplomas in accountancy has 
been -prepared and is now under the consideration of Governme .t. it if» 
proposed that apprenticeship in a recognised finn should be one condition 
of the grant of such diplomas. The (\>uncil wiP recognise that this is 
not a matter which can be settled finally by Government. It must be 
arranged in con.sultation and co-operation with the firms, am, how- 
ever, prepared to consult the Dire<'U>r of Industries as to the proposal. 

As regards llabii Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s sugge.stion that the 
proposal to appoint a highly-paid Principal should he dropped, I must 
oppose it with all the strength at my command. Government, Sir, 
consider that the appointment of a fully qualified Principal is an essen- 
tial preliminary to any measures that may be taken for the iroproveroisnl 
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of the Institute and in this view they are supiu^rted hy their expert 
advisers and by the Governing Body of tW Institute. We do not prt>^ 
pose any ^extravagant vsoale of pay. The Prinripul will he recruited on 
the scale of pay sanctioned for officers of the Indian Educational 
Service. I do not think the Council will oonsider this excessive in the 
casj of a post requiiing very exceptional qualific ations. I am therefore 
strongly opposed fo the proposal that the appointment of a fully quali- 
fied Principal should l>e dropped. The candidate selected, I nm\n‘xplaiu, 
if he is not a graduate, will he reciuired to have prac tical experience of 
bu.siness. 

As regardvS the amendment propiosed hy Bahu I)c\ i 1‘iosad Klmitan, 

I an^ not prepared to apfree that the liLstitutc should hecaune part (»f the 
teaching department of the Univeisity. Such a change should mean 
a radical alteration in the character and objects of the Inslit\itc* d'he 
aim of the Institute is to give a practical education in ccunmercial subjects 
which will fit men for enqilovinent in the large commerc iiil offices of ('ul. 
cutta. Though w’e hope to effect great improvements and to raise* the 
standard of teaching in the Institute we do not proimse to alter its 
character. Our aim will still be to turn out young men fitted for a 
practical commercial life. If the ('ominercial Sc hoed formed part of the 
teaching department of the University cmly studcnls whc» ha\e ulieady 
graduated could join jts M.A. classes and the* cducalion given would in 
tfie main be a higher devehqnnent of theoretic al economic s. d’he Univer- 
sity control of these subjects will mean the contnd of tlieorists. At 
present the control is mainly in the hands of practical men. University 
control will not help the students to openings in husiiic’ss. It will (piali- 
fy them rather for teaching ec cmoniic s and suc li suhjc*cts than for practi- 
cal commercial work. We wish to turn out young men fitted for respon- 
sible and well-paid posts in the commerc ial world and to secure this 
object it is neces.sary that the Institute should remain under the 
Government and should not he made over to the University. 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am glad that Ocivern- 
meat have every sympathy for my profu>sal. There is only difTerence 
as regards the amendment proposed hy my friend Babu Devi Ihosad 
Ehaiian and Government do not accept it. As regards my suggestion 
tj^at the appointmenT of out.siders as Principal he not approved, I say that 
the gentleman now in charge of the ('oinmercial Institute should he 
appointed as Principal, hut on that point, Government is not prepared 
to accept my suggestion. As a matti»r of fact, that was only my sugges- 
tion; in Hiality it is not intended in the resolution which I have moved; 
there I simply say that the Institute may he further developed and 
affiliated up to the B.A. degree and special arrangements may be 
made to impart practical education in Government rec4»gnised firms. I 
say that up to the extent there is no practical difference between my- 
self and the Government. I hope that it may be accepted without any 
difficulty. Am regards the amendment of Bahu lAivi Prosed Khaitan. I 
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am prepared to accept it, but if (loverniuent object to it, it may be aepa* 
f^'raiely dealt with ; the aenae ol the Uouncil may be ascertained with 
regard to it and a^tioi^ taken accordingly 

Ai regards ilie objection of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, I 
am sorry that he likes to go’^back and says that the exisMng institute 
should be abolished altogether and some students or apprentices might be 
sent round to some well established firms with premium paid by 
(lovernlnent or somebody else. I do not know how many boj'sS can be 
taught in that way. Out of every clerks now employed in com- 

mercial firms in Calcutta, at least 50 i)er cent, are students coming out 
from the Commercial Institute; if my information is correct this shows 
that the institute as it is now is not useless. Mr. Sen is the present 
officiating Principal and he is well known to many; he is an M.A. and 
was for some time a partner in the firm of Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co. 
Many students of the Institute are doing well in independent commer- 
cial enterprises. If, under the existing arrangements, a majority of 
(tlerks are turned out, it is not the fault of Mr. Sen. He is fully pre- 
pared to make arrangements for higher .study Tfhe ii^ thought cnm- 
pelent, he may Ik» apiKiinted as |M‘rmarient PrinciiMil. I simply made 
this suggestion, hut I leave it entirely to the Pftard of Stmlies or the 
experts of the (lovernmeni to consider, and about the conferring of 
degrees, it is also for the (tovernment to rfoisidn in consultation with 
the University whiidi is u part of (loverniuenf an angements. If any- 
thing is to he (lone hy the Piiiversily, inone> must he supjdied V)v 
Government ; so jiraetically the I'liiversity is a (iovernmeiit department. 
Experts or some other competent persons should he taken or some 
bureau should he ronstituted to supervisi* the ( 'oiumen ial Institute. 

The ('alcutta University Commission had this matter under (heir con- 
sideration. They recommended that a beginning should he made for 
higher commercial courses in the lnstitut(‘; the ( alrutta University also 
came to the same conclusion. 

Mr. Chaudhuri’s suggestion is to give up these enterprises and simply 
to arrange for turning out a few apt>renti('es with some premium 
advanced hy the (loverninenl or the Corporation. That is a proposal 
which the Council ought to seriously consider. Hut on the desirability 
of arranging for vtM'utional education for the rising generation I hepe 
there is no difference of opinion. How (hat can \>e achieved is of course 
a difficult (|uestion that wc have to consider. The Marwari (immunity 
is very sympathetic with us in this resjwri; English commercial firms 
also are sympathetic. Government should take the matter insiheir hands 
and arrange for these firms to enrol apprentices to impart practical train- 
ing. If we are to get commercial education. I Wlieve theoretical educa- 
tion ia also necessary, and as to the practic al side, classes may be held 
for that sphere of the business also. Some information bureau may 
be set up, and the prwedure of conducting business may be taught. 
Arrangements for commertdal enterprise should be made. I do not 
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know what is the state of things in European countries, whether they 
have done away “with commercial schools or institutions, and simply^ 
depend qp the apprentices in firms, 1 do not know,^ 1 am not (uUy aware 
of that. So far as my information ^oea, the Sydenham College of Com- 
merce in Bombay was started in Bombay to give practical education in 
commerce. Whatever may be the decision of the Goverh^ieut, 1 hope 
they should arrivi at it without further delay. A beginning should be 
made at once, but if it is to be done, it is for the experts Ui decide how to 
do that, if Government accept my proposal. 

The amendment of Babu Devi Prosad Khaitan was then put and lost. 

The original motioi^of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then put 
and^rried. 


Visiting staff of Jails. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 move that - this ( oum ii 
rei-ommends ^ the ^lovernment that each ele<*ted member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council l>e ap|H)inted an rs-officio member of the 
visiting staff of all the jails lying within his constituency.’' 

The recent attairs in several jail.s in Bengal have been the subject 
ipatter of heated disctissioii in th-s Council as well as in the jmblic plat- 
form and the public press. We are all aware of the fact that almost 
every constituency here has contributed to the large influx of (he jail 
population where all sorts of punishments were inflicted even on the 
under-trial prisoners and the Jail ('ode was violated in some cases by the 
officers in charge. J’he people of the constituency naturally expert th:». 
their representatives in the liegislative ('ouncil will move the higher 
authorities to redress the legitimate grievances of the inniates of the jail. 
But in 9 cases out of 10 the cleited members of this Coum il who aic 
mostly not penomr grata' w’ith the Government have not the 
opportunity of visiting the jails without the knowleilge and fiernnssion 
of the Hoii’ble Member in charge of Jails, (iranting that the Hon'ble 
Member alnive alluded to grant the ueiessary permission, the member 
so desirous of visiting the jail finds, on his arrival there, that bettei 
lyrungements have *ulready l»een provided fur. On asking the convict* 
he is If ten times informed that the day previous to his arrival he did 
not see such arrangement. I may cite a concrete example. On my 
arrival at Faridpur T was informed by several nofw'.ooperator prisoners 
who are #ill gentlemen that they w'ere getting radish leaves as their 
vegetables for six days previous to my arrival and the dal was absolutely 
sickening. I tasted the food myself and asked the prisoners to do so, 
but to their amaxement they found that the ffMal had a different flavour 
and different taste and different materials. 1 do not impute that the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of Jails informed t^e officer of the jail 
privately before the arrival of the visitors, but I do ^y that the officers 
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of the jail keep information of our movements so far as they are con- 
cerned and they arranfi^e accordingly. Now it is idie to expect that 
Government will yield to the general desire of the people to make the 
people's men the visitors of the jail, but Government should have some 
regard for the honesty of the members of this Council. The members ot 
the I.fegislative Council, however, feel it humiliating to ask the permission 
of certain officers of Government for 8pe<*ial permission each time they 
wish to visit the jail, and further, it becomes inipos.sible for any one to 
make a surprise visit to find out the true state of affairs, which is veiy 
necessary not only far the beneiit of the peot>le but also for safeguarding 
the gmwl name oi the Government. It is with this obje<'t in view that 
I have brought this resolution for the kind ronsidcraiion and acceptance 
by the (Council and I hope I do not ask this in vain. 

The following ainendment to the resolution of Dr. Jatirolra Nath 
Moitra standing in the name of Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy was, in the absence 
of the member, deemed to he withdrawn; — 

That in motion No. 79, after the word ‘ consfitueney * at the end, 
the following he added, namely, 

‘ an<l that each selected member for a Calcutta constituency he deemeii 
as such ri-off\cin member of the visiting stuffs in respect of any jail in 
which iKditical offenders convirte^l in (’alcutta are imprisoned.’ " 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY • f nuive by way of atnend- 
mcnl that motion No. 79 do take the following form, namelv : — 

“ 'III is (\>uncil recommends to the Government that non-oflic iu] 
memlKTs of the Bengal iH'gislative Council l)e ai)pointed ex-oficto 
Visitors of all the jails in the presidency of Jlengal ” 

I had no great desire to take part in this debate hut when I saw the 
res(duti(»ns tabled, I felt that all of them fell short of their mark. In my 
amendment I want that all non-odicial members of this Council, whether 
elected or nominated, should l>e made rx-ofirw visitors of all the jails in 
the Pn^sidency of Bengal. Without meaning any reflection on any 
IkmIv, I am Cfujstrained to sa> that the present mode of nominating non- 
official visiUirs of the jails is not at all satisfactory. The Comniisgioner 
and hemxj the Distric t Magistrate has now the power of nominating such 
visitors and the apjiointmenl is looked upon more as an honour, or dig- 
nity, just as honorary magistraeies, than as opportunities for real work. 
And these dignities also have got to Im» secuied by ingratiating one- 
self into the gtsKl gniees of the local authorities. It is a matter of great 
regret that we had long neglected the jails where our wafortunate 
ct)untrymen are kxlged hr their occasional lapses. Criminology had 
never Wn seriously studied here and jails were only regarded as 
segregation camps for the morally diseased. A jail-sentence on a person 
practically tantamounted !<• his civil death, for it was very difficult 
for him to get hack into his former set. So .-i M^ntenoe of jail, instead 
of having any reformative effect on him, branded him for ever as a 
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person to be avoided. There rntgrbi be even some justidcaiion, ihoui^h 
I should say very poor, for such mentality and treatment. For formerlf^ 
at least, in our country, it was quite ditKcult to enter the portals of a 
jail without some sort of moral culpability. But things have ehanf^Hl 
now. A p(^icy of the (lov eminent has macb, some of the otberwist' 
lawful acts, illegal and punishable with jail sentences. Men of the 
highest ranks of our society, our friends and letatives have lH*en put 
into jaii^ for doing things which even a repr»''ientative body like this 
Council considers as i)erfectly justifiahle. Even small hoy» have been 
punished with jail sentences. These events have smideuly ojameil our 
eyes; th^ harrow'ing tales which these geiitlemeii bring home, the sad 
si which their fiiends who go to visit them witness, have viiiex- 
jMM'tedly brought home to us the extiomely unsatisfactory conditions 
and absurdities that pre\^il inside the jail walls Wc have now' learnt 
that even respectable cultured people are flogged in the jails and punish* 
inents unknown to the civilised world, are indulged in at the sweet will 
of the jail authorities. We owe these revelations not to the ordinary 
jail visitors, ^ut to » rneiiiher of this Council wlio was patriotic and 
humanitarian enough to take up the cause of the oppresstul, iHjhIly. No 
doubt there are many visitors of the jails in Bengal, hut they are mostly 
local people, whose interest it is to l>e in the go(»d iHxiks of the ha ul oflici* 
als. Local people, In most cases, dare not oppose any iiliimyncrasies, 
whims and vagaries on the part of the Imal authorities. Even the 
Indian Jails (\>miiiittee <tf 191?) had observed, in }>nssing, the ha<l effects 
of the visitors Inung ami remaining persorur f^ratfr with the authorities 
in order to retain their dignity of a jail visitor. The demoralising effe<*t 
of the firesent system would be apparent from the lack of interest of the 
non-official visitors of the jails. In the latest Jail RefKirt we find that 
in the year 1920, only 240 visits wrere paid by about 225 local non-offn iul 
visitors amongst a total nunilier of almut 90 jails in the presidency. So 
long we have tried this visiting of jails by Imal people and we have seen 
what interest they take in these matters. They seen to lie <|ui(e Katisfiful 
with what to them is a mere “ honourable position." Perhaps their 
indifference to the duties of their " honourable position " has l>ean in- 
duced in them for^the reasons I have already mentioned, namely, their 
cdejieq^ence on the Icwal officials, their interest even to remain prr$oniT 
grater with them. But with the members of the Oiuncil, it is expm'ted 
to be otherwise. \ memlier, say from liangpur, can have no object in 
ingratiating himself into the favour of the local authorities of say 
Burdwaif and if be hapi>ens to l>e there and has the authority to visit the 
jail, he shall be able to tackle the matter justly and fairly. No doubt, 
we are sent to this Council by particular constituencies, but when we are 
here we must take interest in everything pertaining to our country and not 
remain indifferent or silent when our particular constituencies are not 
concerned. There are only about 116 non-oiBekl members of Council 
«and an addition of this number to the list of jail visitors would not b« 
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much and would not in any way interfere with the work of the jail author- 
*kies. For the Jail Committee itnelf says that no jail official save two 
warders need accompany such visitors. Then, Sir, it does npt at the 
same time imply that all members would take to visiting the jails. I 
only ask for this privilege for ourselves so that those of us i^o are so in- 
clined might take up this humanitarian work. We have already seen 
how the receat visits to jails by some of the members of this Council, 
through the courtesy of the Hon'ble Member in charge, have worked for 
the amelioration of the jail conditions. The Indian Jail Committee had 
fully recognised the beneflcient influence of non-official jail visitors ana 
had recommended an increase of their number. ^ I shall finish by read- 
ing out to the House what they have said in this connection : — 

The oxi«ten<‘o of non-ofFu-ial viHtiors is spenally valuable as tupplying a training 
grnunii where rnionlM^rs of the public can obtain an 'Insight into jail problems and 
learn to take an interest m prisons and prisoners. It is of great inijwrfance to create 
such an interest in the public mind and the appointment of 4ion*officiaih is one of the 
best inethodH of promoting this end. Although, therefore, some of our witnesst»8 
rritiMMMl the syst<*m, »e think it h.ih only to 1m* rrtinHed und m firtnid in 
order to la^ produi'tive of even greater advantages in the future than in the past. 

T hope, Sir, that the amendment will he acceptable to the House. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Thf Hon'bit Sir ABD«UR*RAHIMs The (jucstion of appointing more 
non-ofliciul visitors to the jails of Hengal is one which hii^ been engaging 
the attention of the (lovernment for some time. As a matter of fact, 
there are at jiresenl four members of the Standing (^immittee for Jail« 
and Administration of Justice, who are elected members of this Council, 
and they have been given aiUtliority to visit vvhiche\er jails (be\ like. 

T believe they have uHHtied this opportunity to some extent, but I do not 
think they have been able to visit very many jails outside their own 
districts or Calcutta. So far as these four gentleiiien are concerned, 
they have to deal with good many problems of the jails which are now 
engaging the attention of the (lovernment. It is well known to this 
House that Initb the (lovernment of India and this (lovernment are deal- 
ing with the Jails (^mimitU'e’s report which occupies a very large volun^e, 
and many questions arise in connection with that report, and the Jails 
Standing ('ommiltee are advising (lovernment on them. So far as these 
four memlHTs are concerned, whatever you call them, whether you call 
them ejr-offino members or otherwise, they have got permmaion from 
(lovernment to visit whichever jails they like and make whatever recom- 
mendations they like. An regards other non-official members, to the 
liest of my knowledge, whoever has hitherto applied to Government or to 
the Superintendent* of Jails, or the Inspector-General of Prisons for per- 
mission to visit any narticular jail, they have been granted that per- 
mission. I know some meraWrs approached me, and they will bear me 
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out that permission was readily granted to them, and I Mivve Urn 
has also been the case with those gentlemen who applied directly to tW 
Inspect^y-General of Prisons. I say therefore that no sort of difficult) 
has been thrown in the way of any non-official visitors who desired to 
acquaint themselves with the conditions prevailing m the jailH. 
Therefore, I can say to the House very contidently , that so 
far as Government is concerned, there is not the least desire on the jmrt 
of Goveyiment to shut out from the purview of tln^ Council, the 
conditions prevalent in the jails. In fact, we are considering various 
schemes for improving the jail administraiimi, and I min on behalf of 
(roveiniyent that we intend to ask for the co-operation of all ineinlwra, 
all i^oniinent members, of tlie public and also members of this Assembly, 
to help the Government as far as possible NNith suuuesnons fnr improv- 
ing our jail administration. For this purpose we are willing and eager 
to allow those who want it every opiwrtunity for visiting the jails. We 
are not afraid of criticism, even if this criticism at times is lin])le to be 
somewhat exaggerated, hot this much 1 must p»>int out also to the House 
that the visitor of jaiK have got certain definite <liities to perform; they 
are expei ted to visit the jails of which they aie non <>ffi( ial Nisitors, 
regularly, and the district magistrate would he expecU‘d to call meeting'* 
of the jail visitors from time to time. T mean, the (ifTn e of a non oflicial 
jail visitor is not merely an honorary one in the sense that he may drop 
in (-asually and see hrov things are going on and fr)r!n some sort of im- 
pression ; he is expected to go into the jail, ({uestion juisoners, see what 
sort of food they are given, see what sort of punishments are infli(‘ted, 
and whether the punishments inflicted are firoport ionate and also see 
Nvhether they are recorded in the regi'-ter kejit f(»r tin* pur|»o«e. There arc 
(lie-e and other defitnte duties assigned to the non-oflh ial visitors of 
the jail. Then you must rememlier fh»t wliehevcr any non-oflir ial visit- 
or nr any other visitr>r visits a particular jail, the jail officials are expect- 
ed to give them every facility for the ilist-hurge of tlieir duties. They 
have to provide attendants for them, they have tr» provide a guard for 
them, take them to any juirt of the jail they want to go to. and assist 
them in every possible way in doming to a right conclusion us regards (he 
conditions prevailUig there. What therefore T propose on behalf of 
Goverfjment is that we should give every member of this House, who is 
really anxious to help in the jail administration, every opportunity to 
become a visitor to tlie jail, but we are not prepared merely to have any- 
Iwxlv whether he takes anv interest in jail administration 

or not, declared a visitor of every jail in the province that 

is merely hy virtue of the fact that he is a member of the roiincil, 
With respect to those members of the House, who supported this reso- 
lution, I must point out that it would be as unreasonable for a memWr 
of this House to sav. that hv virtue of his office as a member 
of tbf Council, be is entitled to*in»j>ect, wherever he 
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happens to be, any jail, as to say that he is entitled, by virtue of 
His ofl5ce, to inspect every school, every hospital and every court 
that is in the province. That is not a reasonable proposition. But 
it is perfectly reasonable that those vrho are desirous of doin^ 
something? to help the administration and to introduce irflprovements 
in the jails, should have opportunities for doingp so. I may tell 
the House, for instance, that we have got a very considerable number 
of proposals for introducing religious teaching in and educating the in- 
mates of the jails. Those are questions which are engaging the attention 
of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary for 
Government to secure the help of the public as fa^ as possible. *I think, 
therefore, the proposition put forward by Kumar Shib Shekhareswai^Itay 
is tof) wide; it really can serve no useful purpose, but laccept the prin- 
ciple of the proposition underlying the resolution moved by Dr. Jatindra 
Nath Moifru that opf>ortufiities should fa? given to those members of this 
House, who want to insfKvt a jail, to do so. I am therefore prejmred 
to acc<*pt the renolution if it is amended in the following way; — 

“ That this Council recommends to the Government that non-officin] 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council l)e appointed visitors of a 
jail or a siih-jail lying within their constituencies, provided that such 
members are resident Within their constituencies and are willing to 
undertake the duties of a visitor of a jail ; ami that the number of such 
memlwrs to be appointed as visitors lie ordinarily two for a central jail, 
one or two for a district jail, and one for a sub-jail.” 

I can also assure the members of this House that if this does not give 
opportunities to every member to lie a non-official visitor I on liebalf of 
Government shall be prepared to appoint them by rotation, so that every- 
liody gets a chance of being a visitor in his turn. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May T inquire what will 
hapjien to the special electorates.*^ 

Thf HOft’bla Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: I do not think they will come 
under this, but on behalf of Government T am willing to give them also 
a chance if any of them want to be visitor.' But I do not want on behalf 
of Government to accept any proposition which would authorise a man 
living in Birbhum, to be a non-official visitor of a iail, say, in Coir.Illa or 
(^hittagnng; that can serve no useful purpose. AH that 1 am anxious is 
to give permission to those who are willing to do ion.e practical work for 
the welfare of the jail population. If this amendment he a^efited it 
will not prevent the appointment of other memhem who may come for- 
ward to help in improving the jail administration, and as far as I am 
concerned. I am anxious to have the co-operation of .such members. If 
the mover of the resolution accepts this, T think it will meet his oli^eet. 

Rii JOCENDRA CHUNDiR CHOSE BatuNhir: Theverv ressfinahle 
propoial nvede by Sir Abd-wr-Rehim shmild be accepted by the movfts of 
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tUcse resolutions. He has gone to the utmost limit of concession that 
t ould be made. If that does not satisfy my friends, I am afraid nothing^ 
will satisfy them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has asked ns to remember that 
there are certain duties which the visitors have to perform ; they have to 
meet in com Aittee meetings, they have to pass resolutions, and if mv 
friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s resolution is passed, everyone 
of us here have to be visitors and will have to go in meetings whieh might 
be held iu Chittagong. That is a porposal which seems to me very un- 
reasonable. What Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has proposed is the utmost we can 
get. We, for ourselves, propose to get many things; but we shall never 
get them. We want district board inembervship ; we want to get a visit- 
orshi^j to the jails, and we want Rs. 3,000 a year as salary later on we 
might demand h£|lf the kingdom and the king’s daughter! 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Jokes and levity apart, 1 do not 
think that it is quite correct to say that every visitor to the jail has got to 
attend meetings called by the District Magistrate. 1 have been a visitor 
to a jail for some time, jind 1 have never been called upon to attend any 
meeting. My friend over there i.s still a visitor, and has been one for 
over two years, and he has never been calhol upon — 

Thu Hoil*bl6 Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM: May T eiplain? I was referr- 
iqg to the proposals of the Jail Committee which are being considered 
by the Government. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIKl ’Diese are meant only for the 
official and not for the non-offit ial visitors wlo> do not count ; this is just- 
ice (A voice: “ No.’”) All the same. 1 think the suggestion of the 
llon’hle Member in chaige of Jails is exceedingly satisfai tory , and iif 
objection can h(* tjiken to it. If we want to see the jails, he is willing to 
give us every opportunity. It is no good being a visiting inemher of the 
Chittagong Jail ; T do not want to he one ; I cannot do justice to the woili 
e^en if I wanted; therefore, I think it is lK*st that the rule should l»e that 
nnv memlxT of this Council who expresses a desire in writing to th< 
Hon’hle Member, to Im» a visitor of a |>artic-ular jail, which is near hi» 
house or which he may conveniently viait may W appeunted, and ev«*rr^ 
facility given to hijn ; that is why 1 say that the ITon'hle Sir Al>d-ur 
Ruhinits projK>sal is one which commends itself to our acceptance. Aftei 
what the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has pointed out, I think it is geww 
that Government sb^ld dfi this because it is to credit of the Govern- 
ment to allow people to go and see what things are being done there, anc 
it might aTso he of use in ronlradicting mischievous rumours which might 
be stated against jail administration in any particular area. 

r am thankful to the Hon’hle Member for permitting me to visit the 
Rtdderpore Jail; I brought things to his notice and I must say with the 
greatest possible gratitude that these grievances were removed without 
any delay. T therefore think that my friends, th# movers of the resolu- 
^oo and the amgiidments, w ill find that this will serve our purpose very 
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happens to l)e, any jail, as to say that he is entitled, by virtue of 
%% office, to inspect every school, every hospital and every court 
that is in the province. That is not a reasonable proposition. But 
it is perfectly reasonable that those who are desirous of doing 
something to help the afhniriistration and to introduce iiOprovetnents 
in the jails, should have opportunities for doing so. I may tell 
the House, for instance, th:*! we have got a very considerable numl)er 
of proposals for introducing religious teaching in and educating the in- 
mates of the jails. Those are questions which are engaging the attention 
of the Government and for that purpose it is necessary for 
Government to secure the help of the public as far as possible. il think, 
therefore, the pnqwsition put forward by Kumar Shih ShekhareswaeBay 
i *4 tm» wide; it really can serx’e no useful purpose, hut iLaccept the prin- 
ciple of the prfqK)sition underlying the resoluiton moved by l)r. Jatindra 
Nath Moitra tliat opfwri unities should l)e given to those members of tliis 
House, who want to inMfH»c< a jail, to do so. I am therefore prefwired 
to accef)t the resolution if it is amende<l in the following way : — 

“ That this Council recommends to the Government tuat non-official 
ineml>erH of the Bengal Legislative Council Ije appointed visitors of a 
jail or a sub-jail lying within their const it uenries. provided that such 
inemhers are r(*sidpnt within their constituencies and are willing to 
undertake the duties of a visitor of a jail ; and that the number of sue), 
members to he appointed as visitors be ordinarily two for a central jail, 
one or two for a district jail, and one for a suh-jail.” 

T can also assure the inemhers of this House that if this does not give 
opportunities to every member to Ire a non-official visitor T on Irehalf of 
Government shall be prepared to appoint them, by rrrtation, so that every- 
Irody gets a chance of being a visitor in his turn. 

Kumar SHIB 8HCKHARE8WAR RAY! May T inquire what will 
happen to the special electorates? 

Thf Hofi’bla 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I do not think they will come 
under this, hut on Irehalf of Girvernment I am willing to give them also 
a chance if any of them want to he vrsitor.* But T do not want on behalf 
of Government to accept any proposition which would authorise a man 
living in Birhhum, to he a non-official visitor of a jail, say, in Comllla or 
Chittagong ; that can serve no nseftil purpose. All that 1 am anxious is 
to give permission to those who are willing to do gon.e practical work for 
the welfare of the jail p<rpulntion. Tf this amendment he atyetrted it 
will not prevent the appointment of other members who may come for- 
ward to help in improving the jail administration, and as far as I am 
concerned, I am anxious to have the co-operation of such members. Tf 
the mover of tha rtaolntion accepts this, T think if will meet his oljeet. 

Rat 40CENDRA ONUNDiR CH08E Baliaftur: The Terv reasonable 
prop<»ial mad^ by Abtl-ur-Bohim should be accepted by the moTfTs of 
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reeiolutions. He has gone to the utmost limit of concession that 
could be made. If that doCvS not satisfy my friends, I am afraid nothing*^ 
will satisfy them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has asked us to remember that 
there are certain duties which the visitors have to perform ; they have to 
meet in comifiittee meetings, they have to pass resolutions, and if my 
friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s resolution is imssed, everyone 
of ua here have to te visittirs and will have t«» go to meetings which might 
be held ii^ Chittagong. That is a porp(»sal which seems to me very un- 
reasonable. What Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has prop<ised is the utmost we can 
get. We, for mirselvos. propose to get many things; hut we shall never 
get them j We want district board memWrship ; we want to get a visit- 
orshig to the jails, and we want R*. 3,00t) a year as salary later (Ui wf 
might demand half the kingdom and the king’s daughter! 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Jokes and levity apart, I do not 
think that it is quite correct to say that every visitor to the jail has got to 
attend meetings called hv the District Magistrate. I have been a visitor 
to a jail for some time, and T have never been (Milled up<m to attend any 
meeting. My friend over there is still a visitor, and has been one for 
over two years, and he has never been calb'd upon — 

ThaHofl’ble Sir ABD-UR.RAHIM: May] explain? I was referr- 
iqg to the proposals of the Jail Committee which are being considered 
by the Government. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIKt These are meant only for the 
official and not for the non-official visit(»rs who do n<»t count ; this is just- 
ice (A voice: “ No.”) All the same, 1 think the suggestion of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails is exceedingly satisfactory, and no 
objection can be t^iken to it. If we want to see the jails, he is willing to 
give us every opportunity. It is no good being a visiting member of the 
Chittagong Jail ; I do not want to be one; I cannot do justice to the woik 
eAcn if I wanted ; then^fore, 1 think it is l)est that the rule should l)e that 
anv inemlx^r of this ^^>uncil who exprest^^s a desire in writing to the 
Hon’ble Meml>er, to l>e a visitor of a jairticular jail, which is near his 
Imuse or which he may conveniently visit may he appointed, and evf*ry 
facility given to him: that is why I nay that the Hon'hle Sir AlKl-ur- 
Hnhim^ profiosal is one which commends jtself to our aewptane^. Aftei 
what the Hon’ hie Sir Ahd-ur- Rahim has pointed out, I think it is gmal 
that Government sh<^uld d<» this liecaiise it is to credit of the Govern- 
ment to allow people to go and see what things are being done there, and 
it might afso he of use in contradicting mischievous rumours which might 
he stated against jail administration in any particular area. 

r am thankful to the Hon ’hie Member for pemiitiing me to visit the 
Ridderpore Jail; I brought things to his notice and I must say with the 
greatest possible gratitude that these grievances were removed without 
any delay. T therefore think that my friends, th# movers of the resolu- 
^on and the arngndmenls, will find that this will serve our purpose very 
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well ; at the same time I think that nobody should take up more oflBces 
%lthaD he can possibly dischargee, and I do not think that there need be any 
further discussmn on this matter. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Referring to the Jatl Committee, 
1 say that it is not possible for only four members to do justice to the 
work entrusted to them so far us visiting the jails are concerned. I have 
already told you that the present HcUi’ble Member in charge of JaiU^ias 
been solicitous for the wishes of the individual members of the I^egis- 
lative Council but time may come when a particular member of the 
Legislative (U>uncil may not be grunted a similar permission... I have 
ai«4) brought to your notice that it in sometimes humiliating to aak the 
permission of ^ particular authority on whose a(*tion they have to com- 
ment upon. Further, T have also told you th^t surprise visits are neces- 
sary to find out the true state of affairs and I say that this can only be 
done if they are made members. The amendment put forward 

by the H<»n*hle Sir Abd-ur-ttahim deti'jits the jiurpose of our resolutions 
as the question of pemoiKt i/rativ will errq) in. J''uithei> local influence 
has to be counted and it is mit very phaisunt to criticise the District 
Magistrate in whose jurisdiction the particular member of the Council 
I elides. Further, in refily to Rai Hahadur Jogendra Chunder Chose 
that the llon^ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin never refuse.s permission of tips 
nature, I may say that the Ifon'ble Sir .VlKl-ur-Rahim, for whom we 
have got the highest respect, may not adorn the portfolio for ever. 

Tht DCPUTY«PRE8iDENT. I ahull put first the amendment pro- 
posed by the Hoii’ble Sir Abd-iir-Rahiin. 

Kumtr SHfR SHEK HARES WAR RAY: I object to it and I do not 

think that you ran do it, unless you suspend the Rules of JLisine.ss. 

Th« DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 lane full ]M)wer to admit the amend- 
ment and T proixise to put the anu'inlment first fu vote. The resolu- 
tion, as amended hy the Iloirble Sir Abd-ur-Hahim, runs as follows; — 

“ This Council recommends to the Covernmeqt that ntu offic.Jal 
mciul»ers of th'' Jlengal Legislative Council be appointed vioit as vf a jail 
01 a Mil) jail lying within their constituencies, provided that such j. cm- 
IsM's are resident within their constituencies and are willing to under- 
take the duties of a visitor of a jail, and that the number of such menil)er8 
to be appointed aa visitors be ordinarily two for a central jail, one or two 
for a district jail and one for a sub-jail.'* 

Mm SURINORA NATH MALLIK: Is the resident clause to be put 
inf 
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The amended motion was then put and a division taken witli the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


A lmirt , KMii Aa^iaMr, Maulvl WmIrmmMIIiu 
■ anerlMi tiM HMi'ble Sir tiMwirtra Malli. 
■Itt? Mr. C. C. 

MmfMit, Mr. 0. N. 

Bom, Mr. t. M. 

ClMBtfliiin, Bm Hofi'Mo ttw Nawob iaIyIB 
Nawab Ail, Khan Babaiur. 

OoUMo, Mr. 4 , A. 

Omal, Mr. H. B. 

Frtfieh, Mr. F. C. 

OboM, Rat Bababor bactiibra ShimBor. 
OooB^flir. B. W. 

Ropbynt, Mr. W. t. 


Huntbitf*r4, Mr. 0. T. 
Kbaltan, Babu Oo¥l Freiab. 
Uirmour, Mr. F. A. 

MIttar, tho Hon*bl« Mr. F. C. 
F«Mlb, Colonol A. J. 

Rablm, tb# MoiVblo Sir Abb-ur. 
•Inba, Babu lurtnbra Narayan. 
Spry, Mr. N. E. 

•tepbonton, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Watob, Mr. C. F. 

WbMior, tbo Hon'blo Btr Hoary. 
Worbiwortb, Mr. W. C. 


AbmoA, MAttivI Atabarubbln. 

Abffiob, Maufvi RaB Ubbln. 

Abmob, Mr. M. 

Abmob, Muiiftbl Ja*pr. 

AMy, Mr. t. Mabboob. 

Arbamubbin, Maulvl Khanbabar. 
Bbattaebarll, Babu Ham Cbanbra. 
Chaubburl, Babu KItborl Moban. 
Cbaubburl, Kban Bahabur Maulvl HafUar 
Rahman. * 

chaubburl, Ral Harmbranatb. 

Oa», Babu Bblimabav. 

The Ayes 
1 he olloM 


NOES. 

Kbap, Maulvl Mb. Robpua Ubbln 
Mabramall, Munabl. 

Maliiti, Babu turonbra Natb. 

Moitra, Or. 4atlnbra Natb. 

Naahar, Babu Horn Cbanbra. 
Pablewan, Maulvl Mb. Abdul bubbar. 
Ray, Kumar tblb Bhokbarovwar. 
Roy, Babu Joftnbra Kriabna. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy FroMb •Infb. 
tubrawarby, Or. A. 

Bttbrawarby, Or. Hattan. 
tubraararby, Mr. Huavyn tbahoob. 


being ‘Jb aiid thu K«»eH the motion \\i\s i arried 
resolutions on the same siihjeet ( <»nse<juerit ty tailed 


Adjournment. 

The (’ounoil was tlieji adjoiujje<l till d h M. on Monday, the 27th 
l el»iuai>, at the l ow n Hall, (’alnittu. 


rt.8. Pr%i« WT»J— l/KOi— UK. 
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